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“ He thrt bc}’“ eth ‘and 5 ba}ihzed shall be
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The subject of baptism is begmmqg to ex-
cite much, m\tenu,on ‘Many persons_are en-
quiring respecting  it. Bapmts are on the in-
crease and the, Lord is abundantly blessing
their labours. Let me egdeavour to make
scriptura bqpusm plain. ‘Thefollowing texts
of seripture,.as, arranged, are worthy of your
prayerfal counsideration. It is the desire of
iy heart that ypu may know the will of Jesus
lnd follow him fally. Call no man master.—~
Obey Jesus. :

BAPTISM 1S BXPRESSLY COMMANDED.

Jesus says; “ Al power is given uato me'in
heaven and. imearth. Goye therefore, and
teach all mations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father; and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.”! - Matt,®xviii. 18, 19; Mark xvi. 15,
16 ; and also-Acts x. 48. .

TEACHING GOES BEFORE nnﬂsm.

Theé commission requires that we shounld
teach, or inake disciples, before baptism : Matt.
xxviii. 19, Ou the day of Pentecost Peter
taught the people before he baptized them:
Acts ii. 87—42." Cornelius and his friends
were taught 'before they were baptized : Alets
%. 44—48. "T'he Corinthigns were taught be-
fore baptisa': Acts xviii, 8. This is'the plain
seriptural plan; first teach, and afterwards
baptize.

REPENTANCE GOES BEFORE BAPTISM,

Peter said, * Repent " before he said, *“ and
be bapuzed :” Acts 1. 38. Indeed on all oc-
casions the qpostles required a profession of

repentance before baptism,
Zt believeth

BELIEVING GOES BEFORE BA
The 'commission says. *“ He t
and 'is baptized #8hall be saved :” Mark xvi.
16. 'The Samaritans: believed Philip before
they were Daptized : -Acts viti. 12. . The eu-
nutch said, ‘* [ believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God ? before he was baptized, Acts
viil. 87 the Corinthians ‘believed befare they
were baptized : Act§ xviii.8. This indeed i
the uniform scriptural plan ; first a professio
of faith in the Messiah, and afterwards bap-
tism.

ENOWLEDGE 1S NECESSARY. BEFORE BAPTISM.

To demand répéntance and faith before
baptism implies a‘¢onviction of sin and‘a know-
ledge of the Saviour.  T'o be baptized in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in-
volves a kéowledge of the triune “Jehovaha—
*“ Know we'not,” says the apostle, *that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ,
were baptized ‘into'liis death 1’ <+ Kn.;wmg
this; that our old mawn is crucified with him "’
Rom. vi. 8—9. 'T'hé apostles never baptized
persons until they hiad some knawledge of the
gospel.
CONFESSION OF SIN IS CONNECTED WITH BAP-
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. Tbey were bapuzedo[]uhu in Jordan, con-|
qunug their sins: Matt i, 1—6: Matk i,
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nm&su SHOULD BB A MATTER .OF CHOICE-

'John!s discipies went cut te him to be bap-
tised as a'Matier of choice = Mattiii. 5, 6..:On

the dayof Péntecost they that gladly received sel

his wood*wcr‘ahlpﬂm by their own choice.:

Actsii o4l oThis 'was the case with the
Eunuch, withy the Corinthians, and the apostle
Paul ;o Acts vii! 3600 Acts xxii. 16, -dn
every ipstance baptisnu was free and voluntary,
‘being done as i matter of choice by the per-
m or-persons who W#&b@ptmd. H
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6.+ Should the baptized be faithful to their

INOT BE BAPTIZED AS A MATTER
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‘Can: bdpm- wgmerata us‘?SNo.qd
“ The Spirit giveth life.:’ 2 Cor. #ii. 6 John
jitz8. - Can baptism ‘really wash away sin?
No. “The blood of Jesus Christ his: Son
cleanseth @s from all sin:” 1.John1. 7... €an
baptism save us? . 'No. ** By grace ye aré
saved ! Eph. ii. 8. Is baptism acceptable to
Godwithout faith?: No. * Whiltsoever s
mot df faith is sin” ' Rom. xiv. 23: Héb. xi

profésuon" Yes.  * They continued stead-
fuﬁ_y in the apostles doctrine:” Actsii-4%.
ks it sinful to reject or alter baptism? - Yes.
“ What thing soever I command you, obséerve
to do it ; thou shaltnot add thereto, abduln-
nish from it : Deut. %ii. 82. /
But, after all, will not infant baptism do?
No. . There is but ** one ba tism "’ Eph. iv. 5.
Then is there no command for it? No. Not
oNE. Isthere not one plam ezauplc recorded?
No. Not one. Did the apostles never in
any instance practice. infant baptism? No,
Never. 'T'hen is not infant baptism unscrip-
tural? Yes. 1t is not commanded’; infants
CANNOT BE TAUGHT, they CANNOT 'REPENT,
they CANNOT RELIEVE, 'they CANNOT' HAVE
KNOWLEDGE, they CANNOT CONFESS, theyOAN-
OF CHOICE,
they ‘cANNOT OBEY, they CANNOT WALK 'IN|
HOLINESS, neither CAN THEY UNDERSTAND THE
pESIGN oF BAPTISM ; all of which those persons
could do who were baptized by the apéstles:

hence.infant baptism, I think, cannot'be»knp—
tural baptism. Do not say it is of no imper-
tance, for every ordinance of Jesus is impor-
tant, and should be observed in the way of his
own appomtment To break one of the least
of Christ’s ‘commands, either from ngnamm
or any other cause, must be wrong." ' Let'me
beseech you to observe thé ordinance aright,
otherwise you may have to say, Our God
made a breach upon us, for that we sought
him not after the due order 1 Chrom. 3v. 13,
We verily have been disobedient by observing
baptism ** othérwise than as it'is writlen P
n. x¥x- 18,
ristian reader, you are here tdught the
of God, in his own words, respecting an
important ordinance. Weak belicvers way
be accepted of God through the rightemnness
of Christ, but their weakness, error, or disobe-
dicnee is not acceptable to-him. ~ Suclithings)
cannot be pleasing to God. Do not follow
custom, or ‘the muititade, or tradition, or say,
“ F'will do as my fathersidid 7’ butfollow Christ,
Be fully persuaded in your own mind, for he
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conDEMNED if he does it: Rom. xivi 23.

disciple of Jesus.
infant baptism or believers’ bdptism must oue
of them be wnscriptural.  Think of this, 1" Let
us pray for each other, and may God of hn
infinite' merey guide us ifito the true: know-
ledge of and soriptural obedience to his divine ¢
wiil, that we may bmh rave “‘ cne Lord one
funh vise bnpmm Epil. ivi'5. :
e

An Igo»ot Historical’ Muarch
Tvis, agam, a memorable fact in  the 'pre.
sent position of Christ’s'people, that the age is
one of historicalreseareh. ' 'L'he religious Gon. [0
troversies of our times seem 1o transfer them-
ves into that historie field. . P'he battle with
the enemy at the gates'sobn shitts its sceneto|
the graves of the fathers, and the monumeits
of the vld Past. ' ‘I'here is, on the part of the

“|ing the bedstead of Og; kiug of Bashan, that

that pousrs whether igfant baptism is'true,it|®
114448
is the highest honour on earth to be u faithfu, | V&8
You' or I' must be'wwng: ir1

 |saw, part of ,mmqm‘ through, the, eyes of Ahe

Bu'\! u;v

ed it against mmm;m whn tbmb‘
was nine cubits long;—a/dwindling race thaf
may mot wear the armor, or renew. the victos
ries 'of those who have preegded us, - Andyet
what were the! Puritans;.or. the Reformers
even to the primitive Christians 1, I'he honor
and memorial of an Owen,: a Bunyan, ora
Baxter, a Sameel Rutherford, a Jahn Knox,
a Simon Menne, a Latimer,.a Calvin ov a Lu-
ther, pale beside the story. of the fishermen
apostles, who, eheered by no precedents, and

numbers, stood forth -confronting: the dark
Sanhedrim, and hifting -at the foot of Casar’s
throne an unblenched brow,; and delivering
before Pride and Might a‘cheerful testimeny

roar alveady of the lions whichiin the dens of the:

victims; and-whilst they saw the ruddy glareof|
those martyr fires.even then closing the exist-
tence of so many of their meek fellow confes-|
sors..- Fo complete their work, and to gather
in the full fruits of that covenant; of which
they received the first ripe earsonly, we need
their spirit.. Their memory is a summons.—
And thus, we say, the histories of the past, as
they are in our times ‘awaketting new interest
and study, challenge it of the churches, xhatJ
they become, more than they now are; foll of
piety and mighty in faith, and more ' closely|
conformed to what their godiy: foreﬂmmn
were, firm “in trust, and valiamt in~ deed,—
learlewly defying man, becuuse simply reh-
mg on God.—~{Dr: W:Ihams]

Blshop shcrlock’l (‘ompanwn of Christ with
. Mahomet,
5 Go:to yoqr mmqﬂ religion ; lay before her|
Mahomet and his disciples, arrayed in: armur
and blood, riding in triumph over the spoils of
thousands, who fell by his victorious sword.
Show her the cities which: he set.in flames.
the countries which he ravaged and destroyed,

tants of the earth. When she has viewed him
in this. scene; carry.her into. his retirement ;
show her the prophet’s chamber; his concu-
bines and his wives; and let her heu hlm al-

justify his adultery and lust. ...
| When, she is tired with this prospect, then
show ber the blessed Jesus, humbie and meek,
doing, gqusmu the sons of men, . Let her sec
cib s most retired privacies ; let her ol-
@ the, mount, and hear his devotions
H itions to God, | pC;r:y hen o his
: '.s poor fare, and hear his hea-
bisce et her, attend him to the
.mﬁ conu,dsr the patience with whieh
idured the scoffs and, reproaghes of his
ﬂmms Lead her to his cioss ; let her view
in, the ouy of death, and hear his last
n‘mr wms KFather, forgive
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without the furniture of learning, oriwealth or|

that faltered not, even whilst they hedard the|, -

amphitheatre were awaiting. their . Christian|,

and the mlsetable' distress. of all the inhabi- Tj.

ledge revelatwn, and a divine commission, to |

has thus viewed, th '

: "9* g ﬂ “be placed:; Why do:

. van PP VRS n'wnw -

great is the farce of divine WIM that w u:#
infused into the breast, it expels, by a alﬂY e
effort, folly ,. the mother of. sin.”-= Lact. le

ur. Cap, 2.

The Last Will.

An Trish boy | going one day to Bible school,
met a Popish priest who was not so averse %
the cnptures as mo& of’hls brethren are.—
The priest asked the hoy what' book it was
which he carried under his arrg.

It is a will, sir,’ said the boy.

¢ What will ? rejomed the priest.

“The last will and testament that Jesus.
Christ left to me, and to all who agsx re to elaith
a title to the ‘property therein ‘bequeathed,’ re-
plied the boy, .

¢ What, did Chrlst leave vou in that will r
* A kingdom, sir.’
_“ Where does that kingdom fic?

VTt s the kingdom ol heaven, sir.

‘ And do you expect to reign as,a king
there g

95, mr
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as a joint heir with Christ.’
not every person get there as well
as v«m
 “No, si sxr, none can get there but those that -
claim their ;l}le to that km sdom ¢ on ‘the ground
of this \Vl" s
The prxest 9sked several other quesnons to

which the boy gave such satlsfaotory dnsivers
as quite astomshed bim, | * Indeed,’"said he'

:you are a.g )attlo bqy ; take care of ‘the
book wherein God gives you such preécious
promises ; believe what he bas said, and you
will be happy here and hereafter.” But wheh
you read the word of God, remember that you
cammot underst.md tha woundrbﬁé thmgs in
God’s law until your eyes. are opened b({ the
| Spirit ¢ of God.. You must pray to God for his
Spirit_ to etihghten yuu in Yheknosﬂé&?@“ of
the Lord Jeﬁus Christ.  You remember thit
when Hagar and her son Ishmael Wwere cist
out from the house of Abraham, the childwas
ready to pegls!’ for thirst, and that althou 'h
there was a_well of water near at hand,
new not of it until the Lord sent his angel
to point it out to her. ‘Therefore ypu must
wait upon God for his Spirit.

Prelmr ation for Death.
¥ Thou this might thy soul shall be
requlred of' thee, then whose shall’ ‘those-
things be, which thou bast provided.””
othing is so terribleas death, to those who-
are strongly,attached to this life, It isstrange
that we do not form a, more, just judment of
the ptesent and of the futuce. We are as in-
fatuated with-this world as if it were never to

icome to an _end, The nawmes of. those who

now play the most distinguished parts. in life
will pevish with them. . It is; the will of God,.
that all things shall -be . swallowed. in a pro-
found oblivion;; man.-more especially, | The

pyramids of Egypi.still stand, while the num»

of those who erected thewn are unknow, |

, %&Mm}‘ﬁm lish here ! To

what purpose ‘happiest life, if by n,wtse
and Christian cou tﬁms ¢ np to

a happy death? - w&q ady s
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religion, and anxious tendency to inquire intof
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