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Laugh not at her, ye ‘ far,”
Whose locks by years of cace
Are silvered o'er;
T'hough time upon her brow
Hath placed its signet now :
"T'was fair of yore.

She once was gay as you—

1lad friends as warm and true,
Her heart to cheer;

When sparkling was her eye,

And hearts with love beat high
Whei she was near.

But she has seen around her fall
Her friends so dear, and all

Who cheered her then :
Like Summer’s flowers they’'ve flown,
And she is left alone,

A withered stem.

Parents and brothers kind
Have been to dust consigned,—
And sisters dear,
Who joined in childish mirth,
lave not been known on earth
For many a year.

Aud he, whose fondest pride
Was her—his {gmhful bride—
VAL  “Whe cheered his home ;
And the sweet little flowers ’
Whdtame to grace their bowers,
Are in the tomb.

“I"hus of them all, bereft,

No earthly chain is left
Of joy to tell;

She only hopes for rest

In Heaven, where, with the blest
She goon wull dwell.

And you though now so fair—-
"Thy brow untouched by care,

Or sorrow’s blight,
Remember, Time may bring
Sadness, and round thee fling

T'he shades of night.

And you may dite day be
A lone, forsaken tree,
For Autumn’s blast
T'oo rudely sweep and bow
To earth, as she is now,
' When years have passed,

Laswrence Sentinel.
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{From the Londen City Mission Magazine for February.)

Deseriptive Report of the Social and Moral Condi-
tion of the different Classes of the Working
Population of London.

__THE BALLAST-HEAYER.
'The following extract from the fetters of the
* Morning Chronicle” will explain the neces-

1

sity of coal ships on their return to the north|;

being freighted with ballast, the regulations
by which alone ballast ean be{obtained, and
the ‘distinction between ballast-keaving, and
thg other party of ballast labour :—

The cpal ships when dhchurg:gd by the
whippers,* must-get back to the north ; and as
there are not cargoes enough from London
freight them, they must take in ballast to make

the ships heavy enough to sail m safety. '1;%
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ballast is chiefly gravel or sand, dred

toithe corporation are authorized by Act of Par

must be supplied by the T'rinity House. When
the ship reaches the Tyne, the ballast is of no
further use, but it must not be emptied into
that river; it has, therefore, to be deposited
or: the banks of the river, where huge mounds
are now collected, two or three hundred feet
high.

New places on the banks of the river have
to be discovered for this deposit, as the ballast
mounds keep increasing, for it must be recol-
lected that the vessels leave these parts, no
matter for what destination, with coal, and
may return in ballast. Indeed, a railway has
been formed from the viciaity of South Shields
to a waste place on the sea shore, hard by the
mouth of the Tyne, where the ballast may be
conveyed at small cost, its further aceumula-
tion on the river-banks being found an encum-
brance. ‘It is hardly something more than
a metaphor,” it has been said, *‘ to designate
this a transfer of the bed of the Thames to the
banks of the Tyne.” We may add another
characteristic. Some of the older ballast
mound§..are avergrown with herbage ; and. as
the Vessels from foreign ports, returning to
the coal ports in ballast, have, not unfrequently,
to take soil on bqard for ballast, in which roots
and seeds are contained,—some of which strug-
gle into vegetation,—Italian flowers notun-
frequently attempt to bloem in Durham, York-
shire, or Northumberland; while of these
plants some have survived the climate, and
have spread around, aud thus it is that bota-
nists trace the history of plants which are
called indigenous to the ballast hills.

Ships are technically said to be in ballast
when they sail without a cargo, having onboard
only the stores and other articles requisite for!
the use of the vessel and crew, as well as of’

{any passengers who may be proceeding with

her upon the voyage. In favour of vessels
thus circumstanced it is usual to dispense with
many formalities at the custom-houses of the
ports, and to remit the payment of the dues
and charges levied upon ships having cargoes
on board. A foreign vessel proceeding from
a British port may take chalk on board as bal-
last. Regulations have at various times been
made in different ports and countries deter-
mining the modes in which ships may be sup-
plied with ballast, and in what manner they
may discharge the same ; such regulations be-
ing necessary to prevent injury to harbours.—
Charles L published a proclamation in 1636,
ordering ““ that none shall buy any ballast out
of the River Thares but a person appointed
by him for that purpose,” and this appointment
was jsold for the King’s profit, . Since then
the soil of the River Thames has been vested
in tﬁdﬂﬁgation of the Trinity Iouse, and a
fine of £10 may be recovered for every ton of
ballast taken out ef the river without the au-
thority of the corporation. Ships ‘may take
on board ‘ land ballast” from any quarties or
pits east of Woolwich, by paying 1d. per ton
to the Trinity House. For “river ballast”

i

liament to makeyother charges. The receipts
of the Trinity House from this source were
£33,591 in the year 1840, and their expenses

from the bed of the Thames, in and x
Woolwich Reach. The Trinity House takes|
upon itself this duty. The captain, when }
requires to sail, applies to the Ballast Office
an ired weight of ballast is sént to

and the required it
the ship ,‘:}ﬂm bdmiq.h’ﬁn-"l‘ﬂmty
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£31,622, leaving a clear profit of £1,969.
e ballast of all ships or vessels coming into
the Thames must-be unladen into a lighter,
and if any ballast be thrown into the_ river,
the master_of thd%uel w}repcé) it is '))rDWn

D @#20 ~Some such regula-

B tany fua
at every port.

By charter of Queen Elizabeth, in the thirty-

o @ s st

‘and assistants of the '['rinity House of Deptford
Strond. © This was renewed ; and the gravel,
sand, and soil of the River Thames granted
to the said Master, Wardens, &c., for the bal-
lasting of ships and vessels, in the fifteenth
year of Charlés dI.; and again in the seven-
teenth vear of the reign of that monarch.—
This last named charter remains in force, and
has been confirmed by Acts of Parliament at
different times ; by"whicﬁ Acts, also, various
regulations in relation to the conduct of the
ballast service, the control of the persons em-
ployed therein, and the prices of the ballast
supplied, have been established. The Act
now in force is the sixth and seventh Victoria,
cap. 57,

“Inow come to the nature of the ballast-la-
bour itself. 'This is divisible into three classes
—the ballast-getters, or those who are engaged
in raising it from the bed of 1the Thames; the
ballast-lighters, or those who are eangaged in
carrying from the getters to the ships requiring
it ; and the ballast-heavers, or those who are
engaged in putting it on board of such ships.
The first and second of these classes have,
e've‘mlb?)tding to their own account, ‘ nothing
to complain of,” being emploved by gentlemen
who certainly exhibit a most extraordinary
consideration and regard for their workpeople.
The ballast-heavers constitute an entirely dif-
ferent class. They have every one to a man
deep and atrocioys wrongs to complain of—
such as, T am sare, are unknown, and which,
when once made public, must at once demand
some remedy.

The numberof individuals employed in the
three departments of labour is estimated as
under ;==

Men.
Ballast getters 245
Ballast ightermen 220
Ballast heavers 375
840

So that one district and a half of London in
visitable population is inhabited by ballast la-
bours, among rather more than a half of whom
(viz., the first two classes) drunkenness is the
exception, but with the last of whom it is the
rule, and this not from the distinction in the
employment, but from the different course
pursued by the employers, who in the one case
are the T'rinitv House, and in the other case
private individuals. “But before we proceed
further, it will be interesting to refer somewhat
more: generally to the sin of drunkenness,
which has so long been a peculiar evil among
the werking populatiori of our own country.—
The following extract will show that the various
efforts which have of late years been made to
abate this sin have, by God’s blessing, not been
made in vain, and that notwithstanding the ex-
tensivé prévalence of the sin, to the disgrace
of .our own professedly Christian country, its
abatement is most palpable. “There is some-
thing' truly encouraging in pereeiving that the
efforts of religious Societiés and individuals
ibly tell on the population :—

ing to the Criminal Returns for the
Mewropelis, there were 9,197 males and 7,264
females, “making altogether a total of 16,461
ildividﬂb.-’ charged with drunkenness in the
year 1848, - This makes one in every 110 in-
dividuals in‘ London a drunkard,*—a propor-
tion which, latge as it seems, is still Jess than
one-half what/it was some ten or fifteen years
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* The number AS;DMA, of course, that each individual is
only once charged during the ear with the crime. The

House, the captain paying so much per ton for|sixth year of her reign, * the lastage and ba'l’-‘; back. For the sake of‘comparison I subjoin
it. About eighty tons, on an average, are re-|lastage and office of lastage and ballastage” a table taken from the Government Report on
quired for eacls vessel; and the quantity thus of all ships, and other vessels betwixt the bndge:Drunkenness —

supplied by the Trinity House is about 10,000 |of the city of London and the main sea, I‘ am | ' bl :
tons per week. Some of the ships are ballast- |informed by the Secretary of the Trinity Com-/!year, in the years 1831,/1832, and 1833,
ed with chalk taken from Purfleet ; all ballastipany, was granted to the Master, Wardens,|
taken from higher up the river than that point |

Number of charges of drunkenness eaeh

Males. Females. 'Total.

' 1831 19,748 11,605 31,353
1832 20,304 12,332 32,636

1833 18,268 11,612 29,880

Now, comparing these returns with those of
the year before last, we find that the decrease
of intemperance in the metropolis has been
most extraordinary. In the year 1831, 1 jn
every 48 individuals was drunk ; in 1832 the
number increased to 1 in 46 ; whereas in 1833,
it decreaséd to 1 in 50, and in 1848 the average
had again had fallen to 1 in every 110. Ths
decrease of intemperance was attended with a
similar decrease in the number of metropolitan
beer-shops. In 1833 therc were 1,182, and
in 1848 only 779 beer-shops in London.—
Whether this decrease preceded or succeeded
—and so was the cause or the consequence of
—the increased sobriety of the people, it is
difficult tosay. ‘I'he number of public-houses
in London, however, during the same period
had increased from 4,073 to 4,235. Upon
the cause and effect of this I leave others to
speculate.

The Horses of the San,. -

" “1lo 100k away the horses . . given o the sun, , .
aud burued the chariot of the sun."—% Kiugs xxiii, 11.

Horses were anciently sacrificed to the sun
in different nations, their swiftuess being sup-
posed to render them an appropriate offering
to that luminary. Some think that the horses
here mentioned were intended, for this purpose.
We doubt this; for, if so, they would probably-
have been sacrificed before this time. The
Jews generally suppose the horses wete intend-
ed for the use of worshippers, when they rode
forth in the morning to meet the sun, and ren-
der him their homage. But the mention of
chariots immediately after seems to point out
another and more obvious'explanation ; thisis,
that they were employed to draw the sacred
chariots dedicated to the sun. In the chariots
themselves, the'Rabbins inform us, the king
and nobles rode when they went forth to meet
the morning sun. This is possible ; but, more
probably, the horses and chariots were used
in the sacred processions, and employed, per-
haps, on such occasions, to carry the images
of the sun. The ancient Persians, who were
sun-worshippers, dedicated to the luminary
white horses and chariots, which were paraded
in their sacred processions; and it is thought
that vther nations borrowed the practice from
them. Whether so or not, we find the sale
idea of associating a chariot and horses with
the sun, to denote the rapidity of his apparent
progress, common in the poetry and sculpture
of ‘¢lassical antiquity. . The sun was supposed
to be drawn daily, 1n a chariot, by four won-
drous coursers, throagh the firmament' and
we all recollect the fate of the ambitious
Pheton, who aspired to guide the swift chariot
and control'the strong courses of the sun. The
names of these courses are preserved—Eous,
Pyrois, /thon, and Phlecgon—which are sup-
osed to refer to the four divisions of the day.
n his chariot the personifiod sun was repre-
sented generally as a young man with a radiant
head, and driviug, whip in hand. He is some-
times seen thus issuing from a cave, to denote
the commencement of his daily career. In a
medal of the Emperor Heliogabalus, who had
been a priest of the sun in Syria, and who es-
tablished the Syrian form of his worship at
Rome, the human figure is wanting, and we
only see in the chariot a stone, round below,
and rising pyramidally to a point above, ‘The

Syrign-ofigin of this representation renders it
of very considerable interest.

That the sun is

maiter -Nul‘i'ngdiﬁ‘unl, Nt"go ropomon remain the
samg of the deersase of offegders id suceessive years. L
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intended is indisputable, {rom the inscription,
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