THODGITON TAE MINISTRY, CHURCHE

The followingi{_ ‘bcppgain;ndwmehwhole-
me thoughits, which we commend to the pray-
::ful' cgn's‘éé“ai‘lﬁﬁf%f oth churches and mi‘nio-‘
ters. .im"f;iai%'z tiete, presented a glince at
both sides of the question. The article is ex-
tfaht@'tf om the columns of thé Christian To-
d- ,': !’1 ‘J"., \:' U 3 % ¢ ~l .
: e.xb !ﬁi\i has beén said and written n"t';.lfa‘w,jtq?;1
oathe consecration, supporf, &ec.. of the mi-
islty, and it must be evident to évery reader
:}” the scriptutes, that the ambassador ofChrist,
shou!d if possible be wholly devoted to his hea-
venly calling, The world 'lies in w'fg edness
before him, and affords an ample field for the
use of all his powers, The souls of men are
at stake ‘also, involving the highest interest,
and demanding the utmost wisdom and ability
of the man of God. ' Properly speaking, he has
ne time to spend in mere worldly business ; his
work by day and by might, is to win souls to
Christl And whilé'he i8 faithfully engaged in
his aﬁp’mpﬂateﬁ&g‘,ﬁ is the law of Christ,
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that he should réceive in return, a fair and
ample reward. It is a good principle, that the
ldborer is worthy of his hire. “TPhis we con-
sider fairly implies, 1. That to receive wa.
ges, & man’ must eatn  his‘hire; for no idle-
ness i allowed in'the Kingdom of Christ. 2.
‘['iat those who enjoy the benefits of a minis-
ter'd labors, are required, according to their
ability, to render to'him an ample reward for
his'fabors ~ & Tt'is also fairly implied, that
if those who enjoy thelabors of & minister of
Christ, fail 'or refase to pay hiny aécording to
their ability, they forfeitall elaim upon his la-
bor.' We extend the implication farther.—
4. If'a minister cannot, in any honorable or
proper way, seoure a support by his ministry
it becomes not only lawful, but his proper do-
ty, to-resort to some worldly avoeation, n ur-
dér to gain that support,

Aguin=1t is a gospel principle that a mt-
nister may lawfully have a family. It is the
daty of every man-who has a family, to use all
proper means to support his family decently
and eomfortably, And it is, for aught we
can see o the contrary, as much the duty of]
a ‘minister'to support: s family, as it is for
any ‘othér man to'do%o. whatsoever. It is ex-
ceedingly’ doubtfut, therefore, whether a mi-
nister’is allowed ordinarily, underthe gospel,
to bring his family to want’ by dévoting him-
self exclusively to:the work of the ministry.
Thhat it is his. duty topreach the gospel is irue;
but we eannot conceive;it 10 be paramount, to
the extent of! reduging: his family 1o poverty
and beggary as some do.  Upon the other
hand; heis notaljawed to sacrifice his minis.
try,.in devoting himself ta a worldly arocation.
‘Thoagh muoh of his time may necessarily be
devuted to the world ; yet this must. ever be
subsesvient to his-high and holy work, He
must still make the winning of souls to Christ,
the great basiness and end of his life.. He
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xtent both aiong
ii:!‘am 'thﬁ’d&li
ters, and between different charcheés and mi-

great meastire, ‘and by’ thése means much of|
the beauty and sanetity of the relation between
the chiarches and the ministry has been des-

“strezms  flowing out from a foantain
f bitter waters; for the grand' sourcé of all
the evils that exist, is, the deep and awful de-
pravity of human nature. This is past remedy,
except so far as God himself shall sancti’y the
heart, and thereby purify.the fountain itself.
We may, it is true, be instramental in correct-
ing many abuses; butto correct all, we must
go back to the fountain head, and purify the
source ; then all the streams flowing there-
from, will be pure and delightful. = While
therefore we pray and labor for a reform, yet
atotal reform cannot be expected, umil God’s
spirit shall sanctify the charch, the ministry,
and the world, and heaven in a measure be
established upori the earth. :

Again many have entered the ministry in
the country; and doubtless there are man
who have entered it, that God never called.—
Still through the instrumentality of the minis-
try, the gospel is proclaimed through all the
length and breadth of the land. There are
undoubtedly more ministers than would be
needed to supply the whole country . with
preaching, provided every one was fully devo-
ted to his work. Hence, there mast, in the
present circumstances, be a division of labor.
Besides, to support all who now preach, would
put a burden upon the churches, too great for
them to bear; amnd would also be supporting
many an inefficient drone.  Hence, to gain a
support for themselves and their families, ma-
ny must of necessity resort to worldly avoca-
tions. . How far it is the duty of ministers to
go forth into the field; and how far the
churches are bound 10 sustain them _in i1,
we will net attempt to decide. - Bat one
thing is evident, that is; that in many pars
of our extensive -couatry, much destitution
prevails, which sends up continually, a Mace-
nonian cry, for help, and thus many of our mi-
nisters have an ample fighd before  ihem,*and
our cliurches a loud call for true gospel lLibe-
rality. ‘I'he destitution we apprenhend might
all be supplied i1 a few years, if all our miniss
iry wt::/(a.l y devoted to their work, and ail
our chdrches were fully enlisted in the en"
terprise. ‘

Talking ebout Heaven -
I8 NOT GOING THERE.

The religion of some people consists merely
intalking about it. I know one whose religion
was of this character. She talked more
about the church, the pastors and deacons,
the sermons and the prayer meetings, the

exists between rival churches, rival minis-|

troyed. ' But these may all be regarded only|

blind man, by learning, may talk about. -light’
and colors; so may a man morally blind, set

ilumined hisown soul, nor warmed his cold
heart. What heavenly passages had Balaam
in_his prophecies, yet how little of it in his
spirit.
Let not a man think when he has gathered
the stones #nd stickstogether, that he has Jaid
the foundation; nor when his fenndation is
laid, that his building is complete. I'be pre-
parations for a work, and the doing it, are es-
sentially different. The Jewish priests talked
as much about heaven, religion, and~Jesus of
Nazareth, as the disciples themselves; but
that was different from following Christ, and
associating with Peter and Paul and John, in
the love and faith, and labors of the Guspel !

Bread on the table will not nourish the bo-
dy unless it be eaten. Water in the spring
will not refresh the thirsty, unless with labour
it be dipped out, and; with an effort, broaght
to the lips. Gold in the mines willaot enrich
us, unless dug out by patieat toil, and perses
vering labor, - Religion in the soul, gives nei-
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Y|ther peace nor joy, nor precious hope, uuless
brightened by the polish.of daily prayer and}

ungrudging  benevelence, with continual
watching thereunto, and a waiting for the glo-
Tious adoption of the children of God, And
Heaven’s goodly inheritance will not be the
nearer, for our muchtalking and prating about
it, unless we view it as a.prize; 10 be confer-
red at the end of a successful race; a victory,
gained by a lifeslong batte ; an inkeritance,
into which we enter at the close of a faithfnl

to the end; dnd a Avme for him Who has been:

having washed his robes and come up out of
great tribulation. - : r it

nomers; abou. money and not be rich; about
heaven and not be going there. ‘¢ Not every
one that saith Lord, Lord, shall enter iato the
kingdam of heaven, but he that doeth the will

the prize, the vietory, the imheritance, the
crown aud the rest forever. :
Lxpository Preaching,

It cannot be denied that many advantages
are peculiar to the expository mode of preach-
ing. 'T'hiis was certainly the maost ancient, and
it is, probably, the mest effectual method: of
imparting religious instruetion.. -Wherexer a
passage of Seripture is simply explained, and
practically applied, it never failsto create a
deep interest in those who hear. It encoura-
ves our people to search the Secriptures for
themselves, It shows them how the Scrip-
tures are 16 be read profitably. It gives a
mors enlarged view of Divine truth, Aad, in
addition to this, it bris tis

A [pish spirit which js getting

_ forth to others the heavenly light which neverftiie cast of the teachifg to which the
nisters, Confidence is thereby destroyed in al | ’ _ British Bo : 5

minority ;—a crown, as the reward of fidelity

ilori | Then, timidly as bashfa) twili
a pilgrim and a stranger in a strange land.| hen, timidly as ul twilight,,

- Men may talk about stars, and not'h;; astro-|

of the Father, who is in heaven,” hisshall: be}.
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. Piety must be Uniform.

Men have Letter. views of Christianity th
to suppose that it is good for every-day use;
and when they see it only once in seven days,
and that too, in the merely external form, they -
legitimately conelude that its professdrs donag -
possess it, as a great reality of life. ‘Every
one knows that religion is a new life, that it
affords principles, motives and comfusts for-
every day; that a Christian on Sanday, and
no Christian during the week, i8 a contradie-'
tion. It is equally well-known that a real gh: «
racter is.eeen in little things; that the control
ling principle shows itself in the minor duties ;
that the real interest which a man feels, mani-
fests itself in the eye, the face; in converss-
tion, in the social and private intercourse of
life.. ‘T'here is really more true evidence of
piety in a faithfulnessto the minor duties of '
religion, than in an attention to those which
are public, and excite thenotice and applause
of men. < Nathaniel, bowing alone, beneith
the shade of the fig-tree, evinces mure: piety.
than the Pharisee, who proclaims his devotiors
in the corner of the streets.> Yonderitempla
is thronged with worshippers, who pour theie
golden offerings into the treasury, S

: “ Amid that pompous crowd

OF rich admirers, came a humble form—

A widow, meek as poverty could make

Her children. With.a look of sad content, ' -

Her mite into the treasure-heap she cast; o
‘ : &
From out the temple. = But her lonely gif
Was witnessed by an eye, whose marcy
In motive, all that consecrates a deed :
To goodness, 8o he blessed the widow's mits’
Beyond the gift, abounding wealth bestowed.”
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£ 1 Love the Bible,
For its Divinity.~It is the -oaly. book ‘in
the world that bas God for its author. s
tho and words are all divine, all inspired «
by God’s Spirit, and all penned by His finger.
Tt comes with awthority. It is a letter fram
heaven bearig ihe seal of God; a Fatheds
fetter m‘.jhis- children, breathing the tenderest
love, and filled with messages. of mercy. Kt
has been assailed ; but the more u:i.ﬁm
has assailed it as merely human, the more he -
has proved ':: to be entirely divine.  The
learning, the arguinents, the art employed 10’
»ova ‘:.w; it, have only inscribed s own -
title the more indelibly wpon. it,—** the
woukp‘:'Gpd." i s PRI AL ..»' ;

~ For its Veracity.—R contains the truth
and nothiog but the trath. Not a solitary -
[aisehood or fable stains its pages. v isdine

i , p duio . out from tipe. to| ™! . .
mp,;v,wp;,k,gtm.;mdg. (?r‘follow his, worldly|periis and prospects before us, than any other|time, in an easy and n.ggm:d anner. many|iallible in its very statements, Ministers may
business, not to pamper his own appetites, notfperson. And yet che had, perhaps, less of|minute, bat im:oria'ét :htus,nﬁang a’t“.’i}'&’f’m. churches may ewr, but m»mmﬁﬁd '
1o, gratify th.g. ?S!d‘ﬂ# ambition of his fami- that religion in heart, than the least of all|and pracétice, whieh might rbng,"fﬁng anoth- ver err.nor deceive. He ihat appeals to gt |
ly, hot to minister to the lusts of 'lhe.ﬂcsh; butfsaints. 1f a member was taken sick, all theler mode of'preach'u;g. have been left uatouchs shall never b‘?““"-mf i e i A
e him to. go forth panoplied in the gos-|well ones received a visit from this dear sister, ed.—[Rev. Charles Overton.]. . . For-its Purity.—1It breathes the' spirit. of -
watg‘;: le men 10 God..  Batjwho came to tell them how the pastor was ne-| * In these few sentences there is much impors perfect hohness, It is unstained by a single -
; . &ion's waichmen  building|glecting the poor and feeble niembess of the|tant truth. Be,on;x‘qo‘m',g;,‘,‘,,',‘,-j”,fm the blot.. Ali 1Lt origin, . in its manaer, and
 houses, whil the house of God. is|flack. [t would seem tbat the whole weight|most instractive, and: therefore.the most. edi. {15 4esigny. it is.absolutely pure. . Noither in-
} better 1t would be tojof the church’s cares rested upon her should- fying and important mede of public tuition, is| ¥ord-nor.thought has. it the least s de-
nea Oy ‘lll‘ll bl’e‘hl ﬂ& And I have PWAI] f()lll)dfﬂ.‘lk u'u)g‘1 ‘h.”wm is bagwm "-rw:]n“ hi'\ A m 1 IS “is . b ‘,,: WEONE S
allsof Zion, rying aloud{people who are’ the mont garrulous. in thethe AT T Loighion brasst iy Ll e
arm spari - ;oh‘;:l B ¢ #em 2 l grc':h, d‘:;e wanting }h‘depgh of piety and|ofcomme 'tmufﬁ,zbﬁ. osition.ofthe Epig.| 0 1 ke Beart | B
rom heavens Liag, to ARG persaadge mew |l -live yotion.‘ AL I8 very e sy to alk 0.6 einonslthlas thar Tag o de iy G 3 4
to be reconcilad to % There isa want of lmt the interests of Zion, wn{ho:tg havi ;lt &‘bof: a Wérpe*g::::? my!;.lonmman LY,
fitness there ore, in seeing them spend .a large| heartfelt personal concern for the bélbvedl_qt;{,, f the same opinion, ;Ad 0. i g
n of ‘their tinte in mere worldly busi-| It is not for one poor sinoer to judge another’s| i'"c'ﬁqﬂ‘ ther himself, Su
ness. of God ' are lying waste,|heart, or deeide upon his real [K‘wa‘pecufoc auce he. autached to this ¢
wickedness, and/eternity. Yet it is very certain, and why|pounded’ C %
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should we attempt to d the fact, there is
a great difference between simply talking
about religion, and enjeyingit ;. talking about|
eaven, and travelling. ‘
nisters whose sole work is to ‘direct others t

Jesus, may themselvesjbe destitote of the teue d
grace.  'T'he good Richard Baxtes
none are inmore danger. of the:
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