= T s - Ty .
Is "'{’!"?" !"—'-b Kings x. 15.

e

§ ™ i vib3ah
L BRA WORKING MAN. -
This is a n of great importance. ' Tt

demands attention. It deserves considera-
tion. . dt should be pondered carefully, consis
«M riously, esamined prayerfully, and an-

t, or thy creed right, or-thy profession

ight - but * Is thine heart right?’ Wishing
you to come to a correct conclusion in this
important matter, we say, '
‘ irst, & right heart s a broken heart (Ps.
li.-.l?(g;d The penitent is deeply humbled be-
fore God, contrite for his past offences, and
sensible of. his own unworthiness. He looks
back, and his sins terrify him. He looks fors
ward, and judgment troubles him. He looks
inward, and guilt oppresses him. He feels
condemned. He stands alarmed.  He knows
his danger, - He fears death. He dreads hell.
While thus troubled, the Saviour speaks; He

says unto him, *‘ Look unto me, and be'ye|,y? ¥ thime heart siane T 0
“-{’?" s. ‘:' ”) He raises his' head,— pcayl., ks o Ap-

He looks 1o the cross, and gazes upon Him
whom his sins have pierced, and he mourns
and is in bitterness.for Him as one that is-in
bitterness for his first-born (Zech. xii. 10).—
He looks again; his burden falls; his fears
are gone; his guilt is removed ; aud he feels
that as far as the east is ffdm the west, »o far
hath God removed his transgressions from
him_ (Ps, ciii. 1 He looks upward, and
says, “O Lord, [ will praise thee; though
thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turn-
ed away, and thon comfortest me.” He speaks
exaltingly. to the pious, and says,.* Behold,
God is my salyation L will teust, and not be
afeaid; for'the Lord Jehovah is my strength
and my song; He also is become my
tion” (Is. xii. 12). A heart like this is broken
for'sin, eleansed from sin, and sét against sin;
and:suchia heart is right in the sight of God.
Secondly, A right heart is a new heart
(Ezek. xxxvi. 26), Ouc given by God, fixed
upen.God, and drawn out after God. His
language is, * Whom have ¥ in heaven but
thee ?and there is none upon earth that [ desire
beside thee” (Ps. 1xxiii.25). God spake to him,
and'said, ““ Seek ve my tace.” His heart re-
plied; and said, ** Thy face, Lord, will I seek”
(Ps.xxvii. 8). He sought Him with his whole
heart, and When he had found Himj exclaimed,
*“ I have found Him whom ty ‘soul loveth”
(Sol.iii.4). Christis precious to him. He loves
Him supremely, obeys Him willingly, works
for Him cheerfully, trusts in Him only, relies
upon Him wholly, looks to Him daily, speaks
of Him h , aud serves Him with his whole
heart and sou!. Onoe he saw no beauty in
Him that he should desire Him; but now He
is the chiefest among ten thousand, and alto-
gether lovely.  He just suits his ease, supplies
all his need, and sweetly cheers his soul.—
He is beauty to ‘his eyes, music in his efrs,
and joy to his heart. He looks to Him for
wisdom, trusts in Him for safety, and relies
upon Him for salvation. In a word, Christ is
~all and in"all to him ; his desire is to be like
Him, and it will constitute his heaves 1o be
with mp,-uo see His lovely face, dwell in
His sweet embrace, and sing of the wonders
of His love. ‘A heart like this is right; it is
gl;.' to%?’lh& Spirit, the dwelling phggépf

And how, dear reader, I repeat the solemn
questi Is thine heart right 7 1s it re-
newed by Divine grace, cleansed by the blood
of Chtist, quﬂa}v’.ﬁy faith, and sel upon
things above? I
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and right for heaven ; right for time and right
for eternity ; right for this life, -and right for

that which is to come. 4l

My fellow-sinner, soon yon must: die!—
Death is certain—it is near—it may be very
near to you, whose eye is now reading this
page. You may die thisyear—this day—this
hour—yea, this moment.. Eighteen Hundred
and Fifty is fast approaching. its- close; but
long before it is gone you may be in eternity.
Are you prepared for the solemn chaugefl--
“Is thine heart right?’ But after deatht
comes the judgment! God has . spoken i,
prophets foretold it, the apostles.preached it,
believers expect it ; and though infidels mock
at it, and sinners forget it, each aud all of us
must be atiit! Are you ready for the trial ?

Are you prepared to stand the solemn seru-

[From the Waichman and Rrﬂermr.j
An Unsound Argament Exposed.

The main argument against Strict Commue-
nion, is thus stated in the last number of the
Princeton Review, in an article called forth by
the recent work of Prof. Curtis, issued by the
American Baptist Publication Society. ** Him
whom Christ receives and acknowledges as
his disciple, his professed disciples refuse to
admit to Christ’s table! Can any reasoning
about symbols of commanion, and the neces-
sity of preserving the primitive doctrine of
baptism, prove thisto be right? lmpossible ?

Hereis an argument which is deemed un-
answerable, but which, we think, involves se-
veral unsound and unscriptural positicns,
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I. Ttinvolves a mon ‘sequitur. In iliese
words more is comprehended in the conclu-
sion, than is contained in the premises. Re-
duced to a syllogism, it should stand thus—
* Him whom Clirist receives as.a_disciple, his
professed disciples should receive as such:
this man is a disciple of Christ, therefore his
professed disciples should receive hinvassuch,’
T'hus stated the argument is sound.”  Aud this
is precisely the practice of our thuichas.—
But as stated by the Reviewer, there is a fal-
lacy of the middle term ; that is, mnore’is
meant by the term received, in the conelusion
than'in the premises. Can any.thing be plain-
er in the commission, than that Christ recog-
nizes men as disciplés, and a5 sach receives
them to his mercy before baptism 7 and by bap-
tism, 'to the observance of all other things by
him commanded ? If the qaestion then. means,
Do you receive-this man s a' disciple, on
the evidence of his conversion, we say, yes,
joyfully. *He is received by us, precisely as
be is by Christ, as a pardoned believer, and as
such, a candidate for baptism and the chursh
with all its duties no{ privileges. ' Bus¢ sup-
pose he objects to be baptized, on the ground.
of his dedication to God by his parents in in-
fancy. We shounld tell him that does not af-
fect his duty in the least; for every one hiap-
tized by the Apostles on the day of Pentecost
had been dedicated to God in infancy. 'What
could he reply ?  Hemight plead thas his'con-
science wassatisfied; that Christ had received
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' be-granud to visifing brethren from abroad;

but-in the Reviewer's argument, the Lord’s
Supper is claimed in all cases asa i
even by those professed disciples who refuse to
‘come under the yoke of Christ, in baptism and
church fellowship. s not this contrary to
common sense, as-well asthe §qtimre1

4. It assumes that the Lord’s Sup ;
a symbol of special church gelations.  But this
is the point in dispute, and therefore . cannot,
consistent!y with sdund reasoning, be assumed.

5. It assumes that even if the Lord’s Supper
be such a symbol; or whetaer it be or not, it is
at all events of greater importance than Chris-
tian Baptism. And that its importance is so
immeasurably superior, that even the primis
tive doctrine of Baptismn ** may safely be aban-
doned, rather thau the right of every disciple,
unconditionally, to the Supper. But where is
this idea taught in the Seripture? | Sucely not
in thé Great Commission, where the Supper
is not mentioned, but baptism is. Not in the/
Acts of the Apostles, where the baptism of
disciples is recorded at Jeast five times as fre-
quently as the breaking of bread. Not in the
Epistles, where ahout the same proportion.is
observed, though we should very naturally
have expécted the reverse. Whenee, then,
does the Reviewer, and those who think with
him, derive authority for this notion that bap-
tism 1s of less importance than the Supper?)
and may safely, nay, n all chanity, where
opinions differ, must be sacrificed to it.? - We
are soinetimes charged with an * idolatry of
baptism,” becanse we plead for its primitive
observance.  We helieve the sharge most -
righteous, as well as uwuchuritable. Bat is it
either unjust or unkind to admonish our Re-
viewer that the sacrament of the Supper Aas
becn idolized by the immense majority of Pe-|
dobaptists in some forms, and that there is
danger that it may be in others?

——

Prayez for the \Ministm-o_f the Gospel.

We are glad to meet with a tract specially
enforcing this daty. This tract, which has
been issued by the American Baptist Publica-|
tion-Society, urges the duty of prayer for the
ministry with impressive force, and deserves.
to be widely circulated in our churches. It
was written, ve understand, by a paster in our
immediate vieiity, who has been led to feel
the claim which this subject has upon the at-
tention of Christians.  We quote the annexed
pﬂ!‘ﬁﬂgl‘ i ;

To divide aright the word of life, s0 as to
win souls and feed the flock of God ; to avoid
all hurtful extremes, without becoming tame
and spifitiess ; to presenttruth in i's just pres
portion, giving to.each doctrine and precept
its due place and prominence ;. to preach the
law and ibe gospel in their -opposition .and
their harmony; to cut off the anxions sinner
from all hope of salvation by  works, as the

dispeusabie to salvation ; to encourage, without
exciting a false hope; to reprove, without
casting ‘down; to warn faithfully, yet with
tears; to arouse the careless, reclaim the wan-
dering, confirm the weak, instruct the ignor+
ant, comfort the sorrowing; to be zealous:
according to knowledge, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, a
the mysteries of God, who will ~give -himself

continuaily to prayer and the ministry of thef
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him, and that we ought to receive him to the
Lord’s table on this ground.  But he forgets
that we also have a consecience to be satisfied
as well as he ; and that 'we should be unfaith-
ul to Christ and to him,. to receive hiw o
sach grounds tv one ordinance without th
other. So Peler received Cornelios and. his
friends as disciples, on the evidence of the
Holy Ghost, that Christ 'had received them

the name of the Lord.” .

b Is prayer negiected? Is the ble
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roar.” It is fromr the depths of eternity that

the solemn voice eomes up into his ear which

warns him to be faithful. ) .

‘John Welsh, an eminent Scot
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of former days, is said to have prayed seven o-
eight hon’fs‘“i&!{y.‘ ‘He used tokeep aplaid on
bis bed, that bim’i‘ght wrap himselfP in it when
he rose duting the night. Sémetimes his wife
found him lying on the ground;weeping. Whey,
she complairied; he would say; *“ O, woman!
I have the souls of three thovsand to answer
for, and T know not bow it is with wany.of
them.””  Such was kis sense of the awful. re-
sposibility of hisoffice. In viewol these things.
ean we wonder that an inspired preacher onoe-
wrote, in behalf.of himself and his associates
in the ministry—** Brethren, pray ror : usi?
And may not your pasiors, with peculiar em.
phasis, repeat the request— Brethren, pray for
us! They need your prayers, and they ears -
nestly implote - them. Are they invested
with an office-involving so solemn a respon-
sibility, and daties so various and arduous,
and ‘yet are they but men, hawing peculiir
trials and temptations—may they not be allow..
ed to present an impértunate- appeal *—CJ .
Watchman & Réflector. '
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The Sinner's Warrant to: Pray.

When God says to the siunet~=Ask and ye
shall receive~—seek and. ye shall find—knock
and it shall be opened—does he tantalize hins
and put him-upon praying without a warraut *
We know, as a matter of fact and experience,
that it has been by prayer that every sinsier,
finding money, has knocked and ealled at the
gate of Divine mercy. But the sinner having,
no-spirit of adoption, and no intimacy at-the
throne of grace, doubts of his warrant to come
and expect an answer. He hastead, that the
prayer of the wicked s an abominationte the-
Lord. Aud whenever he has tried to pray,
he has found-himself repelled from the throne..

Yet it is an undonbted truth, Ut God i
all sincerity wnvites a world of rained sinners:
to confide in his merey, and come to him for
salvation.  And if the sinner. may not look
upon himsell as pardoned, and set among,
God’s children, he may come to God as a
creature, dying of his wounds, and open these
wounds before a compassionate God, and let -
them plead for him. And thoagh he has ne
warrant to ask of God_ any gift, for a selfish.
and therefore rebellious end, he.is required 1o
let his repentance flow forth in: ehannels. of
prayer and confession of sin, He is requirel:
to turn to God; and the first act of tarniug t
him will very naturally take the form of pray-
er. ‘That casting of the soul on the work of
ﬁm. Redeemer, that surrender of all to hime—!
that committing of the soul to him o be. wadh -
ed in his bloed, new created by bis Spirit, and:
ruled by his'laws—that entering into coven-
jant with him, which conversion invol ces,is
proper work for prayer. And for a prayer of
this kind, to be offered by the mast guilcy. andt:
hardened sinners, there is a full warrant,. |
.. Though God “%W;‘ﬁm pleased with the
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