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"Fhe time was when it was said, The ele 

gantly Lae volumes of ar a authors con 

ais themselves to our save wish our 

friends to read them, and we. oud, wrt ‘of die 
cussing their merits ; bot who cares for alittle 
ae four pages, or deems. it worthy of no- 

tice?’ But we that time to have go 
by, and that the. importance of d 
tracts is now more correctly estimated. . he 

New-York City. Tiraet Society now. sustains 

twenty-one: city missionaries, under whose su- 

perintendence, and with whose co-operation, 
a hundred ‘thousand tracts are scattered month- 
ly over every part of this island, though chief- 
ly amongst the poor, by about one thousand 
tvo hundred visitors. It also aids Sabbath 
and public schools, Bible and temperance so- 
cieties, and other good institutions. During 
many years there has not been a single month 
in which it has not been the privilege of this 
Society to record the conversion of souls to 
God through its instrumentality ; and frequent- 
ly it is honored as the . means of reglaiming 
hacksliders. Each. missionary presents a 
monthly report to the Board ; and the following 
incidents are not the whole, but.only a selec- 
tien from one of those reperts. 
About three months ago, the tract, “ Am 1 

self-deceived 1” was left on. board’ a fishing: 
smack. The master of that vessel now tells 
us, that thea both he and one ofihis men were 
backsliders, and says, ‘““That tract seems to 
have been sent especially to me. 1 said to 
myself, Am I self-deceived? 
‘Then conscience asked, Have you lived as 
you ought ?- Have you acted on board, and 
on shore as a Christian should; have done? 
Have you not been ashamed of Christ? Have 
you not, for four months past, neglected to 
pray with your crew? 
I was exceedingly. troubled, and felt that I 
must change my course of life. From: that 
time I humbled myself ore God, and, bles- 
sed be his name, he has restored to me the 
joy of his salvation. I took the. tract to my 
fellow-backslider, and told:him that we must 
have prayer in the cabin in the evening. = At 
first he objected ; bnt when. he had read: the 
tract, he felt as I did, and.willingly agreedito 
take part in the exercise. Our little crew con- 
sisted of five persons, and in the evening they: 
were all present. While 1 was praying, one 
of the men cried out, Won't you pray for me, 
Captain 7° Oh, do pray for me! I have been 
one of the most wicked men that.ever- lived{’ 
We did pray for him; andcin view. of God" 

"merciful dealings with us, we humbled our- 
selves more, and more. ‘That man’s anguish 
of spirit was very great; but after four days 
the Lord gave peace to his soul.” The mis- 
sionary has conversed: with these . three mea, 
and found them all rejoicing in God their Sa- 
viour. Here is another case. A: gentleman 
asked a visitor for a tract, and said; *‘:A short 
time since I was an infidel, and lived: very 
wickedly; but a tract was put in my hand, 1 
know g » by whom, and, thinking the title, * 1 
am an Infidel,’ a peculiar one, I read it; and 1 
thank God that he made it the means of show- 
ing me my. wretched. condition as a sinner, 
and of : leading me to. Christ. ‘Now I know 
that he hath power upen, earth to forgive sin, 
and I have the witness in myself that 1 am 
born of God.” He added much more to the] 
same effect, and shed. tears of grandam; ‘hel 
spoke of the mercy. of Ged. Another - man 
met a person from whom he had. a 
tract a year before; and, calling the 
stance to his remembrance, mir ad 
been made: the means of his conv 
When he received the tract, he wasa 
drunkard, but now. he is a consistent 
‘of a Christian. church. We an, 
that the tract given him, and was 
tled ** The barren fig-tree,” has been b 
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nity to press upon them the impe 
personal piety ; and, after tea, I propesed re 
ing and family prayer. I.saw it: gave | 
sure. 

“ My dear sir, you arenow a father. Youc 
child is born to live forever. Think of: this. 
[t will devolve on you tostrain the child:up in 
the fear of the Lord ; ‘but, unless yourself] 
are brought into fellowship with him, the duty 
will be but imperfectly discharged. — Adlow, 
me, then, to ask you one question :—Do you 
ever. feelingly. and Seay pray ss the sal- 
vation of yourown soul? 

“My friend was deeply affected, his eye was 
fixed on me, but he was silent; and:in. a mo- 
ment, by a ‘sudden spring, of which Lwas.ua- 
concious until saw the movement, his beloved 
wife; on exclaiming, ‘“ My dear John,” theew 
her arms round his neck, and there wasn 
audible weeping. I was literally, taken by 
surprise ; nor could I refrain from sympathis- 
ing with my friends, who were for some mi~ 
nutes too powerfully overcome by. exgéss ‘of 
feeling to give any explanation of the: cause 
of it. 

*“Lnever sir,” he replied, when he was suf- 
ficiently composed to speak, ** had oue feeling 
thought ‘about the salvation of my soul, till last 
Sabbath three weeks, when you preached from 
Gen. iii. 9. 

‘““Wasit in the morning?” asked. higwife. 
“Yes,” I replied.. 
“ Apd about. what time, sir,” did you com- 

mence the sermon?” 
‘“-‘About hall-past eleven.” 
She was silent for some time, evidently sti 

ving against the strong tide of feeling which 
had set in. 

*“4t was exactly.at thathour,” she at length 
said, ““and on that morning, when solemn 
thoughts, which have often sprung up in my 
miud. within the last twelve months, came upon 
me with great force. Tuey were too painful 
and oppressive to be borne; but I kuew not 
from what source to obtain relief. My hymn-|B 
book was lying ‘on my dressing table. I open- 
ed it, and began reading a hymn, and. thought 
I never read. one so beautiful; but when 1 
came ‘to the following verses, I felh on my 
knees .at the throne bf grace ; and, for.the fiest 
time in.my life, committed my soul to the coms 
passionate love of my Saviour: 

QO, would the Lord appear, 
"My malady to heal! 

He koows how long I've languished. here, 
And what distress I feel. 

~ 

Here, then, from diy to day, 
5 wait, and. hope, and try: 

Can Jesus hear a sinner pray, 
Yet suffer him, to die.!? 

Ko; he is full of grace » 
He never will permit. 

A soul, that fain would see his face 
To perish at his feet. vi) 
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Go to him at home, and ask him to lie or cheat r preagher, anddesired her-mother to take 
for you, and he will scorn. you with: flaming ge church. The mother gratified her 
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