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Ying Lg horseback. Ar Saturday afternoon, in this case, was not likely to answer 

towards a large town, phot hg were Ay 
religious pre rs of different denominations. 

Thiaking It probable that he might be re- 

quested to preach on'the following. lay, he em- 

played the solitude of his journey in meditat- 

ing on a_sabject for a sermon. The text to 

which his thoughts were directed, was the 

language of the dresser of the vineyard, in our 

Lord's beautiful parable of the barren fig-tree : 

« Lord, let it alone for this year also, till 1 

shall dig about it, and dung it; and if it bear 

fruit, well; and if not, then, after that, thou 

shalt cut it down," 
At rather alate hour in the evening, he ar 

rived at an inn in the town; and it was not 

known that he had arrived, till he appeared on 
the Lord's day morning as a hearer in a place 
of worship, where he was well known and 

highly respected. . Ihe minister of the con- 
gregation, who was in the pulpit whea Mr. X, 
entered the place, conducted the service. — 
Mr. X. was struck with his text: it was the 

awful denunciation of the lord of the vineyard, 

respecting the barren fig-tree, in the above 
oesitbasd parable. “Cut it down; why cum- 
beteth it the ground?’ The leading idea of 
his sermon, which he entéred into with great 
seriousness, was, That when the patience of 
@od towards sinners has long been abused and 
subverted, we are warranted to expect that it 
will be exchanged for merited displeasure and 
wrath, if not in this world, yét in the next.— 
Having illustrated his. subject in a very im- 
pressive and edifying manner, hédrew this in- 
terence: That the Divine procedure with sin- 
ners should be considered?as a pattern for the 
imitation of Christian-churches; and that, al- 
though it was their duty to exercise great for- 
bearance towards sinners, and. to adopt every 
mode of -expostulation, admonition and re- 
proof, ; yet that, when they had withstood all, 
and appeared incorrigible, it became equ 
their daty, however painful the task, to tut 
them off, as cumberers of the ground ; at:the 
same time, recommending them to the mercy 
of the Lord of the vineyard. 

After the service, Mr. X. was requested by 
his brother minister to preach in the after 
noon ; and readily consented. The morning 
sermon, though founded on the same parable, 
had not pre-occupied his ground; he did not, 
therefore, deem it necessary to alter his plan; 
but considering the coincidence us one ef 
those unforeseen events, which Providence 
often overrules for good, he preached, as he 
before intended, on the plea of the dresser of 
the vineyard. On the forbearance and long- 
suffering of God displayed towards sinners, 
through the intercession of the great Media- 
tor, he expatiated with great affection,. Inthe 
application of his sermon, he was ledito hint 
at the long extended: forbearance which the 
disciples 6f Christ, in imitation of such an ex- 
ample, should exercise: towards these who 
have offended ; not knowing but that, by de- 
laying the awful sentence of exclusion, they 
might be happily instrumental in leading 
them at length to *“ bring forth fruits meet for, 
repentance.” = If so, it would be well indeed ; 
and if not, the excluding sentence would be 
more obviously and satisfactorily the sequisi- 
tion of duty. ih ok 

The minister ofthe place thanked his bro-! 
ther for the sermon, ackuowledged the truth 
and excellence of the doctrine contained in it: 
but expressed a fear that, undesignedly, i 
might be the occasion of some a 1g IH 

church. He them proceeded to relate thecir= 
camstance which had directed him to his 
morning subject : A man, who for some years 
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loable end. Mr. X. with great sincerity, 
avowed his previous ignorance of these cir- 
cumstances; stated the manner in which th 
subject of his discourse had occurred. to hi 
the preceding evening ; and added, that he ha 
been confirmed in his design to preach on it 
by the morning sermon, thinking the contrast 
between the'two, while both were equally con 
sistent with evangelical truth, might render 
each more beneficial. Had he previously 
known of the peculiar reason which inflaenced 
his friend’s choice, he should have deemed it 
a call to turn. his thoughts into some other 
channel ; but as he did not know it, he could 
not: but regard it as wisely ordered by Provi: 
dence for some good end, which did not yet 
appear. : Rd 

In the evening, when the church ‘met, the 
pastor soon-found that he had not mistaken the 
probable tendency ‘of his friend’s sermot;’ for 
when the sad evidences of the unhappy man’s 
apestacy, and the meth@s which had been un: 
suceessfully tried with him to bring him to 
repentance, had been recapitulated, and the 
vote of exclusion was solemnly proposed, se- 
veral of the members strongly urged thesexpe- 
diency of a little longer lenity ; and meéntion- 
ed the general impression produced by Mr. 
X's sermon in the afternoon ; an impression 
the more tobe regarded, as it could not be sap: 
posed that he knew any.thing previously of the 
affair before the church.  Afer a long and'in- 
teresting debate, some pleading the necessity 
of maintaining the purity of the chureh by an 
immediate excommunication ;: others arguing, 
from the example in the parable, in favour of 
longer suspense, the latter arguments prevails 
ed; and the sentence passed by the majority 
of the members was, “Let hin alone once 
mere. If he bean fruit, well; if not, then af 
ter that, let him be cut off” A: deputation 
was-alse appointed to acquaint the man with 
this result; and to endeavour to impress’ his 
mind with a sense of his guilt. on the one 
hand, and of the compassion’ of God and the 
Redeemer on the other. Hd 
The members who were commissioned on 

this important errand, found. when they visit- 
ed the offender, what they little expected. — 
They met with a cordial reception ; which no 
others who had visited him from the church 
had done. @n briefly relating their business, 
and declaring the continued forbearance of 
the chureh, he received the communication 

with tears; and called on them to jein in ado- 
ring the wisdom and grace of that kind Shep- 
herd, who has such various methods of bring- 
ing-back his wandering: sheep into the fold 
whieh they had deserted. He then informed 
then that his wife, a serious woman, who had 
maintained her. steadfastness, on returning 
from public worship in the morning, had, con- 
trary. to her expectation, found him at home, 
a heavy rain having prevented him from join- 
ing a Sabbath-breaking party, to which he had 
engagcd himself. In her way home, she had 
been.informed by some friends, that Mr, X. 
was to preach in the afternoon. The unhappy 
man having been very partial to hispreachin 
in his former and better days, she persuade 
him, as the day continued wet, and he could 
not go out on his pleasure, to accompany her 
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of the effect produced by the hymn of the un jo 

tothe meeting. Reluctantly be complied. —} 

lite amciinaus mind, ¥ 
(elit A Ey 

tended to increase my. sadness, and’make me| 
feel indeed that my heart was not there ; and 
I turned away thinking I would give all I had 
upon earth for some sweet confidential spirit 
to whom I could unburden my soul, ~~ | 

Suddenly. a rich melodious voice burst upon 
my ear, which at once rivetted my attention. 
It proceeded from the fireman of 2 neigh 
ing, steamer; who, busily prosecuting 
bour among the smoke and cinders, 
struck upon that beautiful hymn,— © 

“0! 10 grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'of constrained w be! 

Let thy gooduess, like a fetter, 
Blind my wand’ringrheart ta thee : 

Prone to wander, Lord | feel t— 
Prone 10 leave the God 1 love ; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
Seal it for thy eourts above.” 

And. as. his clear, sweet voice sounded out 
far above the din and | confusion, its earnest, 
melting tones touched a very tender chord i 
my heart. That hymn was a favorite with a 
now sainted mother, and full well do 1 recol- 
lect, when a child, how often I laid my head 
on her lap, and heard her sing it until every 
line became indelibly impressed upon my 
memory,  ° RT on 
How instantly my heart warmed toward 
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came from the depths of his soul, and that in 
him I had, indeed, a brother. Each Ime was 
like oil upon the waters; and as he finished 
the last, | could have greeted him as an old 
familiar friend. But just then we were separ- 
ated by the starting of the boat, and he was 
left in ignorance of the effect of the hymn upon 
my feelings. How it cheered my heart: to 
think, that even among the wicked throng we 
had just left, there was one who was not a- 
shamed to lift np his voice pabliciy in praise 
of the Lord of Hosts. No longer I felt a 
stranger, but deeply grateful to God, who ha 
thus raised up a ministering spirit. 'A new 
train of reflections were started, my sadness 
vanished, and 1 felt, indeed, that I was under 
the care of Him who letteth not:a sparrow fall 
without his knowledge. 
And of all this the boatman was uncon- 

scious. In the joy of his heart he had sung 
the hymn, and, perhaps perfectly careless if! 
any heard, save the: Father. Little did he 
imagine how he had cheered the heart of the 
stranger. Where hess now I know not—I 
never expect to; but I have often, in the closet, 
asked God to repay that comfort four-fold when 
he shall need.it. And now when I feel that 
my. life has been so far spent in vain, that I 
have been utterly useless to both God and man, 
and then I think of the boatman’s hymn, 
When I see the watchman on the walls of] 

conscious boatman, and marvel at the wisdom 
of the Almighty in hiding from him the effect 
of his labours. : 
When I see all Zion st 

that child of the waters, I felt that the hymn 
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ha fr ag of. tongues, They. ad~ ts full force, all that loneliness and desolation ‘barbarous, as. well as the* givilized, 
that passes description. Although, my confi<| Their language is intelligible to the ignorant 
dence was strong in the. Divine protection, |as well as to the learned. These great mis. 
yet the horrid oaths of the boatmen, the cur-i{sionaries are completely furnished for their 
ses of the, draymen, mingling in. confusion|work ; and never were preachers favored with 
with the noise and bustle on. the wharf, alllsuch an audience. All nations of all ages 

have heard them. Even in the same day they. 
preach. to every. nation under heaven. They 
need neither: food, nor raiment, nor house. 
Surely such preachers deserve a hearing. Yet, 
strange to say, of all preachers they have been 
the most mosnccessful, They have never 
made a siagle convert. They have never 
brought an individual from idolatry to the wor- 
ship of the one living and true God. There 
is not, in all heathen antiquity, one solitary in. 

ce, in, which the preaching of the sun, 
n, and stars has, brought an idolater to 

the“ knowledge and worship of God, even as. 
he is manifested in his works. Socrates and’ 
Cicero are no exceptions to . this, more than 

|are the Egyptians, who worshipped the leeks | 
{and onions of their gardens. oah had little 
success ; Jeremiah had little success ; but the 
heavenly preachers have had the least success 
of all. © What, then, must: be the . blindness, 
what must be the corruption, what mast be 
the guilt of human nature, which continues 
in darkness in the midst of light = The great-. 
est natural blindness that éver afflicted ‘man, 
can not éxceed the spiritual blindness that be- 
longs by nature to all the children of men. 

The Greatest Innovators. 

The-gredtest- Innovator that ever appeared: 
in our world‘was Jesus Christ himself He 
aimed absolutely to abrogate the old, and to 
make all things new. He aimed to bring the 
temple andthe sacrifices and the priesthood 
to an end, mot as a system of error, indeed, 
bat as a system which had nothing mote to ac-. 
complish, and which was now tobe supplanted 
bya higher-dispensatien. He aimed to destroy 
the national caste of the Jew, and te introduce 
a brotherhood of Jew and Samaritan and Gen- 
tile. He attacked without reserve the wisdom 
and sanctity of the Scribe and the Pharisee. 
He met the doctor of the law and the ruler of 
the people with the calm brow and the clear: 
and unfaliering voice of truth. He threw 
himself upon the merits of his cause, and pro- 
fessed himself'a radical innovator and reformer. . 
What justified him? Simply, that he had 
truth on his side, and he Had authority from re Gu RR ER 

_ Christianity, introduced to the world by the 
apostles, was an innovation upon old and ve- 
nerable institutions. No innovation ever at- 
tempted was so destructive of the old order of 
things. Itis an amazing history this of the 
twelve apostles, poor and unknown, going out 
into the world to upturn all the religions of the 
world. How Shey were: ridiculed, scorned 

-at—they, a few ignorant, misera- 
psoas these religions which 
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The text, ‘* Let it alone this year,” &c., pow- 
erfully struck him, The display, of Livine 
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Him who is.‘ exalted. on high a Prince ang 
a Saviour, to give repentance aud remission of 
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beseeching God with. many entrea- 
ale maoich forth his hand and. bless her}, Ar 
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