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’ t and Wrought Ont.
Metaphysicians have woven many a com-
plex fabric of thought, touching the connec-
tion of huthdn and divine agency, in the de-
velopement of Divine life in the soul. And
speculation may find it an endless theme.—
And yet there isa practical view of it which
is eminently simple and fully satisfactory, for
all practical uses. We are exhortedto w
out our salvation, because God works it in us.

Here the two dgencies are set in mutual rela-

tions, as intimate and necessarily connécted,
as in drawing in'and the throwing out of breath
in the functions of nataral life.” We must
breathe out the breath of spiritual life, because
God breathes it into us. All- man’s agencies
in the religious life, may be easily compre-
hended under the idea of exhaling the breath
which the Holy Spirit of life has breathed in-
to him.; A Godgi agencies may be expres-
sed by his inbreathing the breath of Divine
life into us. St 4 :

If this be a true illastration, it is plain that
we can breathe out no more than God breathes
into us, and that God:will breathe into us no
more than we breathe out. The functions of
life can be stopped by’ a refusal either to in-
hale or to exhale the breath; and those of
Divine life may be stopped, either by God's
withholding the breath he breathesinto us, or
by our suppressing that breath, and refusal to
exhale it. Or to change the form of the illustra.
tion, we have need to be careful, both as to
the in-breathing and as to the out-breathing. —
We are to'know that all our life is to come
from God, and to open our hearts to him by
constant and fervent prayer, that they may be
invigorated by the brath of hislife. Andwe
are to be as careful that our aetive powers,
animated by. this breath, shall be kept in ex-
ercise. Thus the breath both.inhaled and ex-
haled, will have full expansion..

If'this be so, we see the folly-of the excuse
for inactiod, which may draw from thejr de-
pendence. on Divine agency. - The case of
such may be fitly represented by one carefully
holding his breath, and refusing to spend that
which God has already given him, becauge he
1s dependent on God for the next, and he
knows not whether God will give him another.
He thinks to himself, ‘1 cannot breathe out
the air, which is now in my lungs, for the sup-
plies for the next breath are not in myseif. |
must wait till God insures me the next breath,
before I dave to release that which I now
have.” But the healthy man breathes right
on, pouring out that which rushes freely in ut
every expansion of his lungs. And his in-
breathing and eut-breathing mutually aid each

other.  So the unbeliever caviling at the €co-
nomy of grace, which supplies the breath of
Divine life from.above, pleads that he can do

nothing, because he can only work out what
God works in him—because he hasnot been
set forth to live a life independently of the

Great Source of life—beeause he' cannot live!

withot drawing in.as well as pouring out his
bfealh- - i
Metaphysically, there is a great mystery in|
this matter of breathing. Bup practically no-
thing is easier. It is the point of comparison
for
them, they are as easy as it 1s to breathe. ~ So|
m ly; there are inextricable difficul-
‘haman.and Divine- agencies in Di-

down at theright hand of the majesty of God.*{the perfect righ

Once there was a man on earth who had'the
form of a * sérvant,” and was ““ without any)
.comeliness for which he might be desired.”—|
That man was Jesus! But now he-has dip-
ped his raiment in the sun, ‘“and- is clothed
with these royal garments down to the feet.” —

ce a mob surrounded a helpless prisonér
land cried, * Crucify, crucify 1” at was
Jesus. But now, “every tongue shall con-

-

God the Father. * Once they took a man and
platted a fillet of sharp thorns for his diadem,
and pressed it cruelly upon histemples.. That
was Jesus! But *“ on his head now are many
crowns.” Once they hung.a man upon a cross,|
and great was his shame, ‘and awful his agony.
That was Jesus! But ““now honer and ma:
jesty.are before him—strength and beauty are|
in his sanctuary.” Once a man went down,
not merely into the grave, but descended into|
the lower parts ofithe earth.” That was Je-
sus! But *‘ now he has ascended far above
all heavens, that hemight fill all things.”" At
Isaiah’s date, Jesus, it is true, had neither|
been manifested or slain—far less exalted.—
Nevertheless the vision anticipates all events
connected with him; ‘\and condueting wus

has returned thither, shows us'the man of grief
and conflict, now *“the only potentafe.”—
Our Lord has been to earth—he hasbeen at
Bethlehem—in thejwilderness—in the garden
—on the cross I-—but in the very flesh in which
he contended and vanquished, ne has entere
agaiu withi? the vail, ‘*toreign before his an-
cients gloribusly 1" ) :

What a Saviour, then, is our Saviour!—
““-His visage was' so marred—more than any
man—and his form more than the sons. of
men ;" but “ behold my servant!' he hath
prospered; and so shall be exalted, and extoll-
ed, and be very high.” Men and brethren,
look and wonder!  The green earth, lying
under the rays of” evening, is beautiful-—the
still waters, gliding in sweet murmurs to the
deep aré pleasant—the stars of midnight are
glorious in, their very silence. What mere
bright and more sublime than the sun.when:it
prepares to run, like a bridegroom, its race?!
Yet in all these there is no beauty, no sweet-
ness, no lustre compared to what beams forth
from the man Christ Jesus, “ sitting on his
throne.” Most lovely is the world to ‘vou—
most excellent all the world contains—now
ever. .on your lips |—now near your heart |+
But, O! if once the soul has had a view of
Christ in his gloriousness, there only will it
rest. There, in one surpassing beam, blaze
all the rays of the infinite, supreme, elernal,
holy Godbead, and we cannot help exclaiming
with David, ““O Lord our Ged, how excel-
lent is thy name”in all the eagth, who has set
thy glory abewe the heavens,”

A Selfish Religion.

“Selfl,says’ the pious and learned Hily-
burton, *“ was the animating principle of
the form of religion. I' observed. |
have as'much religion as would save me from

rough grace.

. But to the. hamble Christian, whe
lives by faith, /it ‘is as. natural as breath fc
work out salvation, while God works in him.
both to will and to do.. This is indeed the|
breathing process of his Divine life.

Laviic!

rofessing Christians,”

*Thoseiwho desire _t“eligidn:'only,féf the safetye

'els that Jeﬂus Chfiﬂt is Lord to the g‘drjnf’in one .Of our dlm“r‘é‘ we were led By the

amidst the heavens after that the Son of God}

I desited to|pose of the will.

Apamer. . 4 , hell, and take me to heaven, and nomore.”—|but'
easiest things to be done.. We sayof|The sentence Just quoted was writteu by Ha-!gons
lyburton, after he had obtained a good hope m !

He was delivered from resi-{pea
ing upon a foundation which, it is to'be fear-|cox
ed, is the only support of the religion of many] j

he perfect righteeusness of Christ or perish.
He strives to obey.God not because he expects
heaven in consequence, but because he de-
sites to meet the obligations he is under. to
God ;. beeanse he: loves Gpd.—N. Y. Obser-
w. gl * : Y 5 ’
Preaching the Doctrine of Eléction. :
Sometime since we were assisting an Old
School brother, inya Church to which he sta-
tedly ministered, at a communion seasop, and

text tospeak passingly and briefly of the doc-
trine of election. T'hough we said but little,
and did not give the doctrine, by any means,
much pre-eminence, as our general subject
did not require it, he seemed to be glad that
we had said no more, and expressed rather an
aversion to the discussion of the topic to an

considerable extent. The feelings of this
brother were by no means singular; and thel
occurrence suggested to us the question, Why,
the doetrine of Diwne Sovereignty, as-exhi-
bited in electing grace,is se much avoided

It cannot be because it is not plainly revealed,
for it stands out clearly on the pages of the
Bible., It cannot be because it is not impor-
tant, for, if.it had not been, God would not
have revealed it so prominently. Properly nn®
derstood and believed, it has a'most important
influence onChristian experience and practice,

est description of Christian character without
it. It may bepreached so as to produce much
vain jangling, or so that some will ** wrest it
as they. do the other Seriptures to their own
destruction ;" and yet again, it may be so pre-
sented as to exalt God and humble man, and
wake up hopeé in his ruined heart. T'he Scrip-|
tures never present the ‘doctrine as = mere
matter of speculation, but always in its practi-
cal or experimental bearings. = The apostle
Paul, after discussing it thoroughly in the
ninth, tenth and eleventh chapters of the Epis-
tle to the Romans, 'closes ‘with the practical
vappiication, *“ I beseech you, TnErEFORE, bre-
thren, by, the mercies of Gody that ye present
your bodies-a living sacrifice, holy and accep-
table, which is your reasonable service. —
This truth is here classed among the mercies
of God; and rightly, too, for if there were no
election there would be no salvation, * If God
did not choose man, and call him, he never
would come, and Mhere would be no encou-
ragement to preach the Gospel. = But we write
not to explain or discuss the doctrine: just
now, bat te urge our brethren 1o study and
preach it more. Propérly understood andpre-
sented, it will awaken the warmest gratitude
in Christian hearts, and will break down the
proud confidence of a sinner, when other
traths seem to fail.—Central Chris. Herald,

Renovating Power of the Bible.
The influence of the Bible upon the moral
powers of man possesses ineffable value. Here
the Bible acts with asort of instantanecus im-
pulse. It assumes
sedes every other |

By th trdy processof revoni
by the speedy decision of a well-informed|
cience.  Here it exerts a

the conduct from whic

awer jn deter-
h there is no ap-

.-

erw home.

and, indeed, it is-impossible te form the high-| -

-an authority which super-|.
W, and controls every pur-|

g;rg; it solves every moral|g,.

tardy process of reasoning, |

ing down vain. imaginations, and|

Biblestrgqglq with the . hardy emigr Tmt,”‘.w"}:g
goes to explore the wilderness in quest of. a
. It makes a part of the furniture of
his.rdde;'c,ﬁbin, and supplies a topic of usefu]
and pious conversation for himself, his wife
and little ones: g

T fheo mo Deil?’

An Episco al elergyman travelling in Eng..
land relates the following dialogue as haying
occurred in an omnibus. It is another ** short
method” of disposing of the Universalist doc-
trine of no devil. ik -
___First Universalist, (Addressing his friend,), -
Well, sir, were you at:the Hall last evening to
hear our friend Rushey ? . %

Second Universalist. No, I was not.

 F:U. 'That wasa pity, for Rushey did the
business manfully; you know the subject was
whether there is any evidence of the being and
personality of the devil. 1 assure you he gave
the most solid and positive proofs that there is’
no devil. And, indeed, there cannat be found
now-a-days, any man of common sense wlho'
believes in the exrstence of the devil, or who
will attempt to prove sach a doctrine ; I ‘say,
(looking our divine full in the face) no man of
common sense can believe in such an ab-
surdity. ¥ suit gl

Divine.  Sir, T lay claim to common sense,
without pretending to anything more, and T'
believe that there is adevil. B 4§

F::U. Ah! do you sir? do you, indeed *
I am astonished, I am astonished ! Believe
there is a devil ! believe there is a devil! after-
what Mr. Rushey has said, and many othérs
besides, who have with equal clearness proved
the contrary. - Q, o, sir, there is no devil ™
it is only'a trick. of the priests;. there is no.
devil.. i

D: 1 sappose, sir.you believe in the Serip-
tures. : e
" F..U. Q,yes,sir, to be sure-I do: it was -
from the Scriptures Mr. Rushey. gathered his
proofs.. A ' o5 iy

D. Well, then, do we not read again ‘and:
again. of the deil in the Seriptures?

F. U. Truly, sir, traly ;. but devil means
only an evil comscience ! : ;

D: Ah, indeed " an evil conscience; an
evil eonscience; let ustryit: *Now there.
was 2 day when the sons of God'came to pre- -
sent themselves before the Lotd, aad Satan.
came also among them’—an eril conscience "
came also among them! “and the Lord said:
unto Satan’ apd the Lord said unto an evil
conscience. = o : s
- F.U. O, sir, you need not. go any farther
there—to be sure, it does noti mean cvil coa- -
science there, wip AT AT

D. Well, sir, we will try it in another case ;.

1* Then was Jesus led up.of the Spirit into the '

wilderness, to be tempted of the devil'—to be- .
tempted 6f an evil conscience. it
G (A il mortied. . Woy. ye, it
s sem (o eldigood there neiber. -
Letustry it o more: ‘ And there.
gooc w:&ofin:’k#ﬂ‘-,of Wil ng.
ils’—the evil conseience— '
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[that it affords, may be sure that their religion|.

‘ ! a ., Yis selfish and uusound. T'he truly converted
The wonder is, that professed - theologiansiman loves- holiness for %Jﬁ? 'Hewould {nevol

should find a stumbling block here, in.the v

centre of the field of their:inquiry—in the o

.
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ple fact that God; works in us both to will and
to do. One of Calvin’s opponénts. found, in!
his writings, which.are in Latin, the expres
sion—operatur. in nobiswelle, “*works in us to
will” and prongunced it ene of Calvin’s drea
ful degmas—not knowing that it was. the v

‘ n. translation of the Bible.

Gertain that no painful consequences would|
follo

?lis reliance upon one’s

desire to be delivered from sin, eyen if it were

will.
~ Another characteristic of gefﬁxl; religion,

ptance with God.

v indulgenceinit. " He laves to do Gods|




