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It is possible, that there may sull be some who 
regard ministerial CAGEAtIon 48 4 process re- 
sorted to for the purpusé of transforaiing men 
into ministers without ‘the necessity of a di 
vie call or the qualifications of the Holy Spi- 
rit. They may suppose that it'is so demgned 
merely to teach candidates for the ministry 1 
use beautiful and poetic langu ge, to place at 
their command the figuresof rhetoric, to write 
and read from the pulpit, polished and brili- 
ant essays on moral and religious rubjects, tw 
abound mn fine classical allusions, and to dis 
course politely and elegantly of Greeee and 
Rome. Or, if it be admitted that it in any 
degree expauds their sphere of thought avd 
karriek is only that they may place hu 
man learning in the room of the teachings of- 
the Bible; and where there is u lack of inter- 
est in the gospel itself, that they may be ena- 
bled to entertain their readers with something 
which is not the gospel; thus rendering the 
cross of Christ of nove effect, It may be said 
that in this way young men are trained to va- 
nity rather than to humility, that they are sups 
plied with the knowledge that puffeth up, ra- 
ther than with the charity that buildeth up, 
aud are taught to regard it as their peculiar 
privilege to supplant, thrust aside, and treat 
with contempt all other ministers old or young, 
who do not enjoy the literary a: which 
they can boast. : dy: 
Nok, if there are any whe can suppose that 
this is what is meant by ministerial education, 
nothing can be farther from the truth. We 
may have very inadequate notions of it our- 
selves, hnt whatever we mean by it we most 
assuredly do not mean this, And if there is 
any youug man professing to be an educated 
minister, who has furnished .in his own man- 
ners aud character the model from which such 
a gonception could be drawn, he is one who 
gives the fallest proof that he was never called 
of God to the sacred ministry. Not only so) 
he furnishes the most decisive evidence that 
whatever may be his pretensions to an educa- 
tion, and though he way have spent twenty 
years within the walls of a college or theolo- 
gical Institntion, he has yet agained only toa 
smatlering. He is que likely one whose lot 
it lias been to inherit originally but a very 
meagre imellectual endowment; and it must 
have baffled the utmost exertious of his teach- 
ers 10 | his brain with the least just idea 
either of lwself, his fellow-man, or his God. 
It is possible that the training of even twenty 
years more Would effect but a very unimpor:- 
aut inodification, either in the capacity or con- 
et dan an ‘intelleet. It would be the 
greatest injustice therefore, to regard an indi- 
vidual of the above description hy as. 
“sentation of that numerous class of talented 

deserving young men who, with hearts 
glowing with the love of Christ, are now pres 
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al fragment of hi i 
3 for according to the very laws of his men: 
constitation some of his highest powers, 
‘thse which constitute the dignity and 

ry of his natdre, lie comparatively dormant 
| they are'aroused and nurtured into strength 
exercise and discipline, 
ilture and habit in the increase of inte.lec- 
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I 'power, and in almost creating new tacul- 

end of sin, and brought in an everlasting 
righteousness. His death, being the punish- 
ment of our offences, is our Justification ; and, 
being our justification, leuds, in the first in- 
stance, to his resurrection, to be followed in 
the due order by curs, Yes: the * blood of 
Christ, who, through the Eternal Spirit, offer- 
ed up himseli a sacrifice without spot unto 
God, pusges the conscience from dead works 
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previous acquaintance with the facts of the 

fmanuers, customs, and domestic life of the 
people by whom it was spoken. 

, 14 well known to those who bave the 
shghtest ‘acquaintance with mental science, — 
Yet no degree of intellectual power ean enable 
one to intérpret a dead language without a 

Janguage, and a knowledge of the history, 

Hence the 
necessity of mstruction in biblical antiquities 
anil in the laws of biblical interpretation, — 
Fhe importance, also, of a preparatory study 
of biblical tseology ini its various departments, 
for those who ure to teach the doctrine of 
Cirist to others no one will question. 
Now it is very possible, that the arrange- 

ments adopted by the churches for securing to 
their rising ministry an education, embracing 
all the objects here contemplated, may be de- 
fective in many respects; but these are the 
objects at which we are to constantly aim, 
with all the light and wisdom furnished us by 
the Great Head of the church. And who can 
say, that an Institution of learning wisely or- 
ganized for the accomplishment of these ends, 
whose advantages shall be open to all who are 
preparing for the christian ministry, would 
not be worth iufinitely more than ali the pecu- 
niary cost which would be required for its 
erection and support? We leave candour to 
give the answer.— Rochester Paper, 
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Nature of the Atonement, 

lished in England, from the pen of Rev. John 
Brown. 

"There can.be no duubt that the death of our 
Lord was penal. Men meant it so, though, 
as they meant it, it was unjust. God meant 
it 80: and, as he meant it, it was the just ex- 
(pression of holy displeasure against sii.— 
Christ died for sins—he was made a curse. 
The death of Christ was the manifestation of 
God's abhorrence of iniquity. 

But of whose inquity 7 Not that of the i 
maculate, perfect sufferer. There was no in« 
quity in him. Men drew the conclusion, 
irom the number, and continuousness, and va- 
riety, and severity of his suffering, that he must 
be a great sinner, to be so * smitten, stricken 
of God, and afflicted,” though none of them 
could convict him of sin. Even the judge, 
who condemned him to die, declared that he 
found no fault in him. - The true account of 
the matter is that long ago given by the evau- 
gelical prophet: *“ He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our imqui- 
ties; the chastisement of our peace was upon 

to serve the living God.” 

The following is from a work lately pub-} 

And now light begins to shed itself on these 
strange dispensations, and we begin to see 
that there is close connection, intunate de- 
pendeuce, glorious harmony, between the two 
great annunciations of our Lord, both of them 
necessarily at the time clothed in enigmatical 
language : *'T am soon to be put to death on a 
cross, like a cranial, and an expiatory victim 
for the sins of men ;” aud asthe result of this, 
“Yet a little while, and the world is judged, 
and its prince is cast out—all men are drawn 
tome, ‘the Crucified.’” Surely, already we 
see, that pot only are God's thoughts and ways 
strange—nat our thonghts—not our wiys— 
very different from ours, but that. they are 
transcendently excellent, wise us well as won 
derful, that *“ as thé heavens are high above 
the earth, so are his thoughts "above our 
thoughts, bis ways above our ways.” 

I conclude my remarks on this part of the 
subject with a reflection, which I hope has al- 
ready risen in the hearts of you all. Oi, how 
should we esteem, admire, and love this mag- 
nanimous, generous Saviour! How strong a 
mind! how large, how warm, how tender a 
heart! He notonly knew that he was to die 
—very soon to die— but to die like a felonious 
slave—to die as an expiatory victim. The 
scourge—the cross—the spear—ihe shame 
ind spitting—the cutting tannt—il.e brutal 
gibe—the loud execrations of ns enémies, and 
the silent suffering of his dearest friend, and 
her wlio bore hiw, standing by the cross—the 
burning thirst aud the cold. syeat—the ex- 
haustion and the agony—the harassment ol 
hellish suggestions, and the soual-oppressive 
weight of the saduess produced by the overs 
clouded countenanse of his Father—ali these 
were distinctly anticipated ; and though he did, 
a3 he well might, say, ** Now is my soul trous 
bled,” he did not say, ** Father save me from 
this hour.” No; he said, * For this cause 
came [ unto this hour. Father, glorify thy 
name.” He set his face as a faut, and refused 
to be ashamed. He did pot fail, nor was dis- 
couraged, till, with a voice of triumph. he could 
say, * It 1s finished ;” and then, meekly how. 
ing his head, resigned his spirit into the hands 
of bis Father, well pleased for his righteous. 
ness’ sake. Was ever magnanimity—was ever 
love—like this? 

The Cross humbles but Elevates. 
As the Gospel comes to save, that very fact 

implies a lost, perilous, miserable condition, 
But it is not so much any mere statement of him ; he bare the sins of many. All we like 

one to his own way, and the Lord laid ou him 
the iniquity of us all.” * Exaction was made, 
and he became answerable :"—that given by 

sheep had goue astray; we had turned every 

the holy apostles, he * became a curse in. our| 

the greatness of man’s ruin, though there are 

us the deepest impression. I'he nature of the 
provision for recovery does this most =fectua 
ly. If we estimate the nature of & disease by 
the unusual and alarming nature of the reme- 

numerous and alarming statements, that gives| 
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worthy, I could shrink into the merest atom 
in the humiliating consciousness of. my sin, 
But my. soul is valuable. How can it but ha 
so, since such. a price has been paid-for it? 
Since One so glorions has undertaken its de- 
liverence, and gone through such scenes of 
personal. humiliation and suffering, that He 
might secure it, how vast its value in his es, 
teens. And who, but its Maker and Redeem, 
er, can justly estimate its worth? - Aud such; 
price having been paid for it, it must be pro 
cious beyond all finite power of estimation,’ 
There is no'testimony to the dignity and va- 

Ine of the human soul, in she sizht of God, and 
the intelligent universe, like that which is 
shown in the plan of mercy to save if. - Look 
at its structure—wonderful it is in. its noble 
capacities and. powers, and wonderful thes. 
terest the angels of heaven feel in its welfare, 
But when we see * Hun by whom all things 
consist, and who upholdeth all things by the 
word of his power” —when we see him shroud. 
wg his glory in buman flesh, and going in per- 
son down 10 the lowest form of human degra- 
dation and suffering, to save the soul, then itis 
that we get an idea of its value, such as no- 
thing else can give, 

It is thos thrat the cross humbles yet elevates, 
shows man. how deeply guilty and snworthy 
he is, and yet shows the bounddess value and 
precivtsness of his soul. It bids him go down 
mio the deepest valley of hunmliation. in view 
of his sins; but bids him also look in wonder: 
and love at what God declares by Redemption, 
coucerning the noble position held by his soul 
in the scale of rational exisitence.—N. Y. Qb- 
ser ver. 
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That Que Word, 
“I never can furger that word which was. 

once winspered to me in an inquiry meeting,” 
sald a pious man once to a friend, * * What 
word was it?” ““ It was the word Ererxiry. 
A young Christian friend, who was yearning 
for guy salvation, came up tome ws | satin my 
pew, und’ s1imoly whispered * Eternity’ in my 
ear, with great solemnity and 1enderness, and 
then left me. T'hat word made we think, 
and I found no peace till Leame to the cross.” 

‘The sainted McCheyne (our Summerfield), 
was once riding by a quarry, and stopped to 
look in at the engine house, ‘I'he fireman had. 
just epened the door to feed. the furnace with. 
fresh. fuel ; when MeCheyne, pointing to the. 
bright bot flune, said mildly to the man, 
** Dvies that fire remind you.of' anything 1""— 
The wan could pot get rid of the sviemn ques- 
tion. Twhim it was an. effectual arrow of 
conviction. It led him to the house of God, 
and will lead him, we trust to heaven. 
A single remark of the Rev. Charles Sime- 

on, on the blessings which had resulted from 
the labours of Dr. Carey in India, first arrest-. 
ed the auention of Henry Martyn to the cause: 
of missions. His mind began to stir under the 
new thought, aud a perusal of. the Life of 
Brainerd fixed him in his resolution to give: 
himself to the dying heathen. fil 

Li is said that Haslan Page once went 
through his Sabbath school 10 getthe spiritual 

| census of the school. Coming toone of the. 
teachers he said, ‘‘ Shall L put you down as 

» . : P btw hs ap . gn having a hope in Christ?” The teacher re-. - > UIE als oliroom,” we being deservedly accursed. Held ‘emplo d to cure it, what shall we say of plied ** No.» i ; and theolagical Institutions, |" suffered tae just in the room of the unjust.” ita oncas of man’s ruin, when oe Sa b ¥ “a oo I SION seid Ms " ower _—y ay dg go of ministerial education is He ** bare our sins,” not his own, *“ in lus body [the mode devised by infinite wisdom tor his|p Ho pm epi a soy ‘when stated, We are sure it will) to the tree,” and thus ** Messiah was cut off, | recovery 1. If there was nothing but the pres That : 7 1g ; left sil 
Edged ce A818 but not for himself,” but for us sinners. [cious blood of the Son of God that could ran-le ut 5b rest till he found a hope beneath the not d a to furnish the re-|- This view of our Lord's death increases the|som wgn—if no sucrifice could avail save that), rea HE tr a MRE 0, Soy Te rod has gio mystery of his love, but it removes in a great of Him whom all the oo Bs God worship {A member. of in Shasak not long pe 54.2 - 18 to furnish themldegree the mystery, both of his sufferings geu-| ped, and that sacr.fice involved the most ins| yartoc a ladyon o ‘way to the'prayer meet-. ! highest moral and reli erally, and of their peculiar form. We shali|tense suffe ring of the august victim, then we ina ibe. sskad the youow v i uhadont) [uionder to ull oterity, and that wonder will cannot bat exclaim, How great the guilt audlgmshiof her own sojeetsoet Tore tats chs continually increase, that he should have taken|terrible the ruin of the h soul! Howl adds rep lied that EL pd ou. os but we cease, ‘even now, to wonder} g of thel ve sh cont word : a [Da avin ; a: : 
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; Somes purity a pa, we arel 
itidriven to the conclusion tiat his penal death] - I 


