
ye Christian Visiter. 

% We tear faci hve Orie Gooretg 
that Rev, Wh. GoodWin, late a Congr : 
al ministér, in NeW Hartford, Conn,, has be-|ting 
come a Baptist: this letter to the. 
gational church-6 ‘New Hartford slie says: © 

“ Nothing ‘bot & prayerful and deliberate 
conviction of duty would-induce me to take, 

such a step. . As'my friends and family con- 
nections ‘ure all Congregationnlists; ‘tis no 
small trial for me to-dissolve myr con. {a 
fection with them, aid the kind people among | 188 
ashom I have recently ‘béen ‘laboring; and 
make another people my people, who are-con’ 
paratively strangers,—~L have mot-thought 
thereon with tears. I have earnestly sought 
for arguments to’ sustain the: praetiée of pedo- 
baptists with régard to baptism." Bat ‘the se- 
sious doubts I began to entértdin ~about the 
time 4 commenced studying for the ministry, 
have at length ripened into such strong eéonvic: 
tions, that duty requiden: me! ‘no longer to res 
mini: where I am.” 0 

- Speaking of. hisdificulties on thelbaptism:éf 
infants, Mr.-G, says: 
‘As 1 looked upon the change President 

Bdwards introduced in his day, ineircamscri- 

bing baptism:to narrow limits, ‘and also upon 
the change that has taken place siiice,==some 
Cobgregational churches within a few years 
leaving the baptism of children out of their 
creed, and many church members. not observ 
ing the rite,~l bave not beau without my’ 
hopes that by another slight change; Congre- 
gationalists would entirely. abandon this, whav 
appears to me an. 'undcriptural practice, But 
duty requires that L hesitate: no: longer ; my 
views upon baptism accord: with the Baptist 
creed.” 

In respect to the act of baptism he adds 
« And I prefer immersion, ss that is_consi- 

dered generally, and by the best biblical cri- 
tics, to be the practice of the Apostles and 
primitive ‘Christians, also to be ‘the literal 
meaning of the word translated baptism.” 
The True Union of Baltimore gives a letter 

from Dr. Coley who was formerly. a Methodist, 
but recently became a Baptist, and was im- 
mersed by Dr. Fuller. We make the follows 
ing extract from his excellent letter: 
«If any one, six months ago, had predicted 

that such an event as transpired on Babbath 
afternoon (28th Sept, 1881,) would occur in| 
my history, I" weuld have thought that be was 
indulging inthe wildest speculation. How 
little do we know whats Culusshis: in. i 
{uture, : 
«dt iskrue [have been more or vey at. Nimes 

concerned ‘about baptism—and have often 
wished that I had béen immersed instead of 
sprinkled. { never had full coafidence in lo- 
fant baptism as a Divine institution. [did 
not conceal my. viéws, although I avoided any 
agitation on the subject. 
too mugh to disturb her peace. For allen 
time Fhave been endeavoring to dissipate fy 
doubts ‘and. difficulties with regard 10 those 

points, by reading such Pedobaptist works ‘as| 
would strengthen my faith in the views of the 
chdreh, ta which I belonged. Still, doubt 
and uncertainties perplexed me. 1 studious! 
avoided reading anything onthe opposite si 
fear fal that my impressions might be cons 
firmed. Every time 1 performed the rite 
Infant Baptism; my aversion to it increased, 
until it has now settled down into a fized op-|" 
politien Kk saw nothing in the Scriptures to 
Justif! 7 me in: performing it. 1 often wished 
that 
might: mot be r to perform the rite. ’ 
“lt God about three months Phol 

to lay me on a bed of si , and as'many 
thought, a bed of death. subject. was{ 
ne ‘impressively before me, and. the|™® 

rik itself imumovably in my mind|’ 
® performing a rite without Dif 

pity. o and there determined 

{do getout, and if you put forth no exention taf 

{planto keep up any. life or wierest.in the exe 

I loved the chureh{more than the fixed habit of appearinguin 

"| 

had never been ordained, so ‘that i & 

never imposes obliga] Ir 
n withoat giving ability. fe minigertfdaten: and education, who hak 
hc, thisis too summary/a manner - eis, 

the question, let us consider a re not stay in such & place as this.” 
which may throw; light.upouit. voll unl How doyou know that 1 REAL 

1. Look at our common, schools: Bo far tious man said thie pastor. | 
from ‘being suspended in. winter, they rare, ! You do notact like one.” 
wisely, made more effective during hid séasin. || ~*~] have my plans as well 4s pthessiatie vei! 3009 
Thrice the money. is then expended, | A-mveh [sults inay met appear as soon, pertiaps” 
larger number is in attendance, Young men|! iAreydir engaged on some great work 77° 
and. maidens eagerly avail themselves of privis| “1 hag that work does not relate to li: 
leges which the spmmer’s | labours denied |térature or science: Tam notambitivos; per- 
them, And. there is no lack of the: young|haps, in theordinbry sense of the term, ¥ do 
tribes. We have seen the determined. fathers|not desireste’ oceupy the; high places ‘of ‘the 
of a neighborhood. land; their ‘childrem at sthe|earth, bit I'do debire to get nedrmiy Master's 
school house door,; a whole ox-sled [of themj|{shrone ih heaven. Ireare but Jintle for popu: 
beeaking through the drifts. for. nearly. a mife|lnr applause; but I desire to’ secure then 
ta accomplish it. With aay +hing like ‘the|bation:of>Gad. - The salvation "of son 
same spirit, where .is the difficulty sn: sustains|the work. in which he is most interested, ak be 
ing.the Sabbath School? ls the object less|the successful prosecution of which he has | B08 
worthy to be attained? . Shall so wuch: zeal|promised thelargest rewards.” 
be worthily expended to gain’ knowledge: pras| Reader; ihave you any claim to the rewards 
fitable only for this world, and none to instil] conn ected with doing good to wen? “Have 
pod fear of the Lord, the beginning: oh ie you “been ‘instrumental in the. salvation of ‘a 
dom 1". soul 2; dave you ever labored to save a soul? 

2. How is it; with assemblies of the voung © shall a redeemed sinner live ull Wis ap 
Hor purposes of aniusement 1. Are: these 'sus<{pointed time without leading a single winder. | 
pended through the winter 1. Just the reverseser home ~swithout leading a y single soul to the|Y 
At no season are they so frequent, at noneidol Bambof Goll? ‘Are you neglecting the re: 
they get, sucha bold upon, and: suchian.asy wards ofirheaven fur those'of earth? | Aud is 
cendancy . over young hearts. Snow, sleety it better to enjoy a brilliant reputation among 
ice; thesdriving storm, the still, stinging: yout fellow meu than to shine as a star pebids 
are alike unheeded, The youth of ai commeiland ever ee dV. y. Observer. : 
nity, will meet, despite all obstacles. The « — 
will haye their social gatherings, their singing] Potmaby; OF ‘THE Vind § Baw Eoihs 
schools,.and it is.wellif they do not add thay propliecy, clmpier 7, verse 14 ~~ Behold a vir- 
bang of all sobriety, the sworn foe.of all kindly{gin shall coneeie’ aid Dear a ®on, and shall 
moral. influences: among our youthy the: dunsi call. bis; name : Immanuel”<~has ever been; 
cing:sehool: The winter is the chosen. seat treated as ifficult of explication, though Mat- 
son for allthese. Its inclemency is madelight{thewy guided by: inspiration, upplies it to 
of, when these are the objects ; but how fright«| Christ. | Turretine gives, ‘in very brief ‘and 
ful sit to the Juint-hearted 8. 8. teacher) clear terms) the best exegesis of it which ‘we 
who maintains that the young can’t beexpec-{have seen ; and we here give a translation of 
ted.to get out inthe winter. They will, sheg|him : 

Weimust notice the scope of the prophet; 
which is. to assure the minds of the ‘people 
aguinst the panic with which they were smi 

{I'he experience of those who hav ten bythe report of Rezin and Pekah, kings 
the attempt, proses that the Sabbath , of Syria and Israel, being about to besiege 
can, be permaneutly sustained. Masa who|Jerusalem. . In. this case, God commanded 
once thought tbe thing impracticable, have{the prophet to take his son with him, and go 
been astonished at ihe result of a determinedfto-the king, and bid him te lay aside his fear, 
persevering effirt. The alnost unani and be sure of the preservation’ and deliver- 
voice oii such is, that it costs really less effort, abce of himself and ‘people. lov doing'it; in 
after the first bald push, to sustain the. schooljorder more effectually 10 persuade the king of 
theyear, round, than was needed on. the oldjthe.ruth! of the promise, the prophet gives him 

the choice of asking any sign either from hea 
vem or earth. But when Ahaz impiotsly re-| 
(used a sign, and because there was many bes| 
levers, to whose confirmation and consola- 
ion, it might contribute, as well as to the} 
‘can iction. of Ahab, he adde-~God in spite off 
theimpiety of the king, ‘will give a’ double 
sign, one future and one present-—the future}, 
in kmmanuel hereafter, to be born i io his pro: 
per time, of a virgin—the present, in hls own 
sony in tlnat before this child had passed from 
infancy to youth, there should. be a “destruc: 
tion of both these kings. 
© dt is evideat, that this pr 

stood of none else than the Messiah. ~ First, 
SO fe was to be Iinmanuel, and Lord-of{ 

earth, as in verse 14th of this Tih hep, | 
'8rh chap. 8 vs. was Because he was| 

pis of a virgin. 

‘ ~" 

i 

an ns
 

leas) them aright, enough are ready to - 
them astray: 

e made 

ergises towards the close of the season. . Therel 
is nothing strange or unreasonable. in this, —4 
The same thing is true of attendance on pub-f 
lic worship. A fitful atiendance; made. to 
pend upou, the. weather, the feelings, and. a 
thousand. lite. contingencies, actually costs 

God's house every, Sabbath day. In the one 
case a family in order to attend worship, muss 
struggle against ‘habitual irregularity, sloth 
and indifference; in the other. they.act-undes 
ithe influence of established habits of order 
nd promptoess, ; 
But I forbear ta, dwell longer upon. the: bal 

(point, the Sabbath School, can; be sustai 
through the winter. . Lt will be wore profita 
show how it cam be sustained, 

: This will demand another: week. 

ophecy cailbe une pppaint. 

Thirdly, Because it yc & 

‘you GFE Bn AbIIows man,” said one to alo 

settled inva retired and ‘obscufé parish, ‘youn 

ight no bet — 4d 
i or, in one of the seaports of Eng. 
land, rg native country... He recollected a 
sermon, which he heard that. day from the Jips 
of the eloquent Flavel ;: and how the preacher 
paused as he was about te pronounce the bene- 
diction, and. exclaimed, ** How. can, | invoke 
God's blessing on Many, in this. assembly, to 
whom my text applies, * If any: ananslove not 
the Lord Jesus Christ; let. him be anathema, 
aranatha?” He was reminded of the facs, 

that he, preacher uttered these words, an 
English Robleman.precent sunk to the Boer, 

lovercome with convictions and alarms 
which, wrought, on his soul, = As the. Aged. 
man. dwelt on the preaching and the scenes of 
that. Sabbath, his beart was melted; he prayed 
for arson and cast himsel into the arms of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, whew to, his peril he 
had so long refused to love. Sev enty-five 
years bad fled singe he had heard that sermon; 
much of: ‘that period | he had been careering over 
the ocean amid all the thick temptations of a 
sailor's life, aud the frosts of a century bad 
settled upon. his head. . But now. in a calm 
hour, memory brings back the eloquent, soul 
ipiercing, words of one, who, for many years, 
had been lying in the embrace of death. ~ The 
aged man is converted ; and Ged prolonged 
his life sixteen years, nue year more than be 
prolonged the life of Hezekiah | 

Firm 1] 
Wonse Tuan Noan’s Froo, ein is a 

flood that has spread farther, continued long- 
er, and let ‘more visible i of its deselat-. 
ing power, than the flood of Noah... Qae ge~ 
neration only wgs swept away by that ; but how 
many generations have been swept away by, 
this, eternity, only. will reveal. That flog 
only. destroyed the: bodies ;. this the. souls of, 
men. It is a fire that.has rained more (ami- 
lies than the burning of Moscow. in 1812, of 
London in 1666, or of the cities of the plaimin. 
the time of Abraham. It is. a faminesin. 
whieh more have perished than in all the fa- 
mines of ancient. or modern date. luis a war 
that has never ceased since the commences. 
ment of hosulities in. the garden of Eden; a. 
pestilence that walketh in darkness, and wast 
eth-at noonsday, a tempest, -a whirlwind, a 

{storm, an earthquake, and more fearful in itey 
ravages than any that have visited either eargh 
fe sen. It is a disease more infectious. than. 
ne , and a plague mare to be dreaded than. 
Il the plagues of Egypt. All the energies of 

men. and angels cannot overcome this univer. 
sal evil... Our only hope pod, hei is i 
+* Christ crucified.” 

p—— 

Bisuor dra: Moswgen. Synonymous. Is 
seems lainly vy to have been at least the general, 
{if not th pisos) practice of the Apostles to 

over each _separate-church a single J 
dwidual, demi ite of angel (i, & a es 
senger or legatia from the Apostles), or bish-- 

24! +E. Souuea, Ja. 
tol Waldiard! Oct. AW 1850... 
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A: Nuble Ambition. 
wy alwa ys thought that if T could contribute ]yir 

treats of one who wis to ‘be a sign unhear 
and ‘wonderful. This could not relate 

Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz, who had’ bee 
{already born, and was. not then fy 
fborn. | Aud ‘then he. was to: be born’ of ‘a 
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A, issn hetj wonm(th 
10 be influence: b : 
God has reco 

Jabs, and ihe onsd 
e of | reward has i its. reso'ved however if my: 

’ as osm ag my health we 
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|9Ps i... €.,, superi ent .or oversner. A. 
church and a a diacese seem to have been for a 

n fn tensive and i 3 

5 Tey been per-- 
Zhretbushon 1 tl May. Bowey. W. 

pught hag virgin, and not of the wife of Abaz: Nor} 3 i ie ‘saving of a nih ih would be, a {could his birth in any er 4 uslied 5 winder; fs 
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