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boys were sitting gi in a kind o 

frame in the garden, which was covered Oser 

with g s, and were now tg fi finish the 
lessons of iy by getting their answer in 
the ¢atechism, They saw Mary, as she pass- 

. ed the chs a ‘and said : 
“ Mary, won't you send out Mr. Fox here 

to help us?" 
| A pY ont Mr. Fox!’ said Mary. “.Pray| 

whit ower have I to order him out to you?” 

‘0, we den’t koow that—only e know 

that} ‘will do any thing you. ask him to do. 

We heard him say so iD do this: morning » 
#Nonsense I" ‘said Mary,, 
“ Well, if you won't send him, Wool yom 

ask. him to please to come put *' 
«That soghds ‘more like it,” id Mary.— 

After'a'while, Mr. Fox came’ outinto the gar- 
den, apparently very reluctantly, either bee 

canse he dreaded the ‘catechism; or else be- 
cause he found the or xf of the young la- 

. dies'quité ‘interesting in the h 
The boys’ gorge aificalties but not 

verty'cledrly. 
“Let us take one thing at n time,” said 

Mr. Fox: *¢ What. is the first difficulty 1 : of 
“Fhe doetrine of election,” raw ford. 
“Well, what of it?” 
« ‘That God siipuld elect some ‘to ‘everlast:| 

ing life, and leave others to perish,” said 
‘Crawford, ** It seems-wrong."” 
“You make me think of Joe Hunt,” said 

Mr, Fox, One beautiful; moonlight evening, 

Joe Hunt and Samuel Stearns agreed that 
they, would get over into - my friend Mr. Na- 
pier's. garden, and, steal “his. pe + So, 
about ten. o'clock they got over fence, 
very Gar and still. But Mer. Napier was 
waking in the shade of the house in a piazza, 
and saw them, When they bad shaken one 
tree, and jgot their, pockets filled, he went to- 
watdthem. ‘They both ran, and. be ranafier 
them., . By and by, Sam Stearns tripped, and 
fell, while Hunt escaped... So Mr. Napier 
seized Sam ; and, the boy rr and tore] 
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* One more,” said Edward. The answer 

18ays Ged (out of bis mere good pleasure) elec-| 
; {ted some to everlasting life. Idon’t sce how 

would be right for hun. to save some men, 
ad leave others to perish without any reason 
or Aba) 
“ «Norl. But who says it would 1” 

““Is not to_do any thing, ent of his mere 
good pleasure, the sam€thing as to do. it with- 
out any reason 7” 
By nomeans, Where did you get that 

young each tree which. you planted in the 
garden 1" 
“Igot it in Mr. Atwood’s nursery,” said 

Edward. “He told me thai I might dig up 
any one that I chose in the whole row.’ 

“ Very well; did.you dig up the largest of 
the straightest ‘of them all 7” 

*¢ No. There were many larger and straight- 
er,” said Edward, 

“ Well, yon nad some particular reason for 
taking the one you did. . Perhaps you can re 
member the reason. Try and see. I don’t 
want you to tell it to me, 
‘member it?” 

“Yes, 1 can; and I thought it a good rea- 
| som.” 

“ Verv likely it was a good reason. IHave 
you ever told any body why youchose that pass 
ticular tree?” 

“ No,” said Edward. 
nb Well, then, suppose I should say. that you! 

had your ‘ahoice of a long row of trees, and} 
out of your own pleasure you chose that free; 
that is, you never told the reasons; would 
that be saying that you had no reasons?” 

“ No, Lthink nor.” 
“So 1 think. 

did any thing out of his mere good pleasure, 
we mean that he has not told us the reason why 
he did it. ' But we do not mean that ‘he kas no 
reasons. Do you onderstand me 1” 
“Yes, I think I do.” 
” Now, fet us talk a little more about hat 

peach tree. You remember. that you told me 
last year, that you maae a bargain with it, 
that if it did not bear fruit that was good, you 
would cut it down, and that it did not bear 
goud fruit, and yet you did not cyt it down, | 
as. you said you would. Dg you remember| 
telling me so 1” 
“1 do,” said Edward. 

bargain with my tree.’ 
“Will you please to tell us what it was?” 

“ Why, I went over to Mc: Camp's and got 
and. tried to get away, but my friend was. 
strong man, and so held him (ast. Nay; 
led fn Denk. tothe ‘house and ocho kindly ia 
him. He was very unwilling at first to tell his 
name, or go into the reom whexe there was 
light, but he did go in, and then he told Me, 
Napier bow he was a poor, less boy, | 
he} heat Lyme into | i. and how h 
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some buds of grafted fruit, and pun five, and 
pithen told the tree that if it would cherish the 
{pew buds and cause them to grow and bear 
fruit, then 1 would not cut it down, bat would 
{take care of it. This 1 called. my new. bar- 

gain. ; 
1 Very well: oad Bik just what I wanted. — 
{Your peach tree illastrates an important trath, 

1 fit had borne fruit ‘without budding, 
you. wou'd have  keptiyour. first agreement. — 

as its fruits were worthless, you got your 
ds, and thus brought it into a state of bear- 

1g good fruits Just.so God bas done for the 
ha nan rage. Het id i hy if he would|na. lie is of ie tiuth. Hence 
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will hereafter jexplain’ it to you, and to your) 
entire satisfaction, But supposing vou had 
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A¥incing, and so awful to tis dlsobedient,— 

i ‘|mers, he never.darkened, ox periled, or sophis-} 
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|: Because. ae. Po that He is gdnd, and) 
vise, and powerful ; and such a being cannot 
do any thing. witha: having Shag reason 

1% «Shall. 1 ever how why I am Jame?” sid 
he Jittle lame boy. 
« Certainly, if you, are. a child. of God, he 

been born with sound. limbs; and. then you 

did not want to be beholden to God for sound 
limbs, could you then blame God, if he let you 
be a cripple #il amos dayn’s ~—Rev. Joka Todd, 
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Doctrinal Preaching. 

Dr. Cox, in his sermon on the death and 
character or Dr Erskine Mason, makes the 

doctrinal preacher 

logy of his sethons. He would not, did not 
preach, as some of popular renown in modern 
days, about religion, and about philosophy, 
and about politics, and about our civic affairs, 
and national functionaries, with amusing il- 
lustrations of —nothing ; Tike the cver-varying 
visions and revelations of the kaleidoscope, 
‘held wowards the light of heaven, and turning 
by caprice, amusing the superficial, and chae- 
ed only with sotne shining and pretty pebbles 

of the earth. He preached theology ; ;. not its 
{dry bones, nor its dead body ; but ils iying 
glories, its doctrines, jts duties, its sy mmetries, 
is realities, its hopes, its experiences, and its 
nseful forms. “And hence his preaching was 
so masterly, so enlightening, so lucid, so con-{. 

‘I'he excuses of the sinner stood no change. bed 
fore his powerful and devout argumentation. 
He drove them as chaff or stubble before. the 
devouring flame; laoffering salvation to sin: 

ticated the singerity.of God, The offer in his 
ministration, was no quibble, no. hypothesis, | 
no fiction, Tt was the offer bons Jide not of} 
man, but of God; and the sinner could reject} 
it only against reason, only at. his peril, only 
as a spiritual suicide, | He never. mistook inj 

the things of faith antagonistic to the things of 
faktion, or stupidly confused thew, and then 
¢alled it' a holy ministey, or in any.way thought 

"lit a-small thing whether God was. vindicated, 
in these relations glorious to the eyés of men,| 
as being equally sincere as he is also wise and| 
holy : us never offering a salvation that has no 
existence, or provision that was never made, or 
a good supreme which he did not. desire, all| 
things considered, that the sinner. should ag- 
cept to life everlusting,  'I'hese things of glo- 
ry, at whichso many stumble, where learning 
is so ‘often.at fault in its own technical 
tractedness, Dr, Mason well understood, and 

tion's testunony, and Scripture’s uncorrupted 
sanction. He underst 
revealed relations. He studied.it not in vain, 

interpretation. 

following charactéristic reference’ to him as al 

Dr. Mason was distinguished fur the theo.} 

illustrated, with reason’s triumph, and convies| 

the subject in its] 

authority, ——— history sw its’ ie 
Tadd, he was Tone only intel” 

lectual, but hearty, tender, sincere in hid theo." 
logizing. He believed and therefore spoke © 
and without all that miserable weakness tljag 
multiplies its professions, protrodes its’ experi , 
ences, and ‘parades its tears, that it may re. 
ceive honor from men—<of which he wassera- 
pulously elear, and’ ‘utterly averse tothe wv § 
approach to it, there Was an indirect anda p 

had broken your bones yourself because youivading evidetice of ‘is. heart ia it, that all - 
might feel and own, even if they could fess: 
explain the reason of i it; in doctrine showing. 
incorruptness, gravity, sincerity. sound speech 
that could not be condemned, that ke thet vas: 
lof a contrary part mipht be ashamed,’ having 
ro evil thing to say of ‘you. 

Across the River. 

About six years ago, sdys a clergyman of 
New York city, 1 wad travelling on the bore 
ders of the Ifudson, and on the most besutilul 
portion of that. noble stream, whefe i 1S walers 
gecm to rest against the Ih) ah! ands of the Fish- - 
kill, and form the Newburg Bay, 1 was rid- 
ing on the western shore, dotted with elefrant 
count?y- -seats, and so elevated as to command 
a fine view.of the opposite county of Duc Ness. 
Passing a.sobstantial mansion, observe cat-- 
riages standing around the eémrance, and #§. 
héarse, what plainly indicated the. occasion rr 
the gathering, It was something more thik 
curiosity ;. it was the dictate of natural sywpa- 
thy, thay induced ane to stop, and bimgh + Ww ith ph 
the multitade.. a 

It was easy to learn. fromthe. first whom, |. 
addressed, that a young mau, the son of pas 
rents now ‘advasiced | in ite, was to be bared. | 
The e clergyman in attendance: Was just elosing 3 
his remarks when Tstopped at the, door; andt 
after; a short-but eloguent.pause in Abe ser- 
sices—for silence is always -elaquent in the - 
hase of mourning —the afficted father rose, 
and overcoming the emotion with which be 
‘straggled, spoke a few.words to | the friends. 
that surfonuded,, hin. Said he, *S A lew: | 
‘months ago, one of Dy, sons temoved to: the. 
‘other side of the river, and resides on the 
shore i in view of thespot where we are.assesn: 
bled. "And now 1 findthat. my thoughts are 
over there far more. irequently.than they. were 
before. .-L have long had. friends there: whom 
Lloved, and Lhad ap. interestin the. people, 
bot l had no son there; -but.since that ehild 1 
has Leow a ‘resident beyond the river, mphehrt: 
is there often, audI love to be there. . So iv: 
has been with me during the: few days hs 
(have Bebed since this athers son crossed the «2 
river of death, and, as I trust, has-entéred 
heaven. My thoughts are often there now." 1 
True, T Vad friends. there hefore—a, fithers 
there—butl had no child... Now I have an in. 
terst in heaven suchas I never felt till one af 

cone ™) ‘children went there to pad Ba in v2 2 
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