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l;i‘lklﬁcis—_‘er'ttcn in a Season of General Sickness. o‘rw, and people‘»lngni to look upon dan-{am the watchman ; how do you'do?’ The|yet she never herself cmgl;; it. The—;;;ly
g ger asover ; bat in May the bills'greatly in-|person replied, * Stop the dead cart.” Soon thing he used to keep off the infection, was

Frail on the verge of.life we stand
Sustained by their Almighty hand;
Fach passing aay its danger brings;
Protection comes on mefcy’s wings.
Around how thick diseases fly! B
T'he young, the gay, the hopeful die: =
No age exempt can life ensure,
No place from death’s attack secure.
The infant’s bloom, with motning smile;
Did late the parents’ heart beguile ;
Faded in death, now pale he lies,
And fills the parents’ heart with sighs.
The vigoroms youth on passions borne,
¥rom all its fattering pr ts torn,
Warm with full strength, a victim falls;
No strength avails, wsen judgment calls,
'I'e middle age does man atrive;
In life’s deep cares we see him strive
But white the world has all his heart,

* The summons comes, ind says—pEPART.
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The foﬂowzng history of the ‘“ great plague
in London” was kindly ;fumiohei me by the
relict of the late Rev. Martin Parris, who w

for twenty years pastor of the South Chuyeh
tamn 4 ot . : f "
Bl § it g g 2 f

for its antiquity. The year when it was pub-
lished is unfortupately omitted on  the . title
page. It was, however, probably printed with-
in ten years of the occurrence of the plague;
so that this little pamphlet is some one hun-
dared and seventy-five years of age. It may not
be amiss occasionally, to publish all accoants,
to remind us how dependent we are for life and
healys on the Author of dur being, and
how easy it is for Him to speak the word and
* We die by thousands in His sight.” :
Boston, March 1851. 6. .

OF THE PLAGUR IN LONDON.
- IN THE YEAR 1665,
Whereo! 3000 Died in miztn, and an 100,000

Death with his dread commission sealed, @
Now ‘10 bis t
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creased, and the weather becoming warm, the
infection spread again in a dreadful manner.
Nothing was (o be seen but wagons, carts
and coaches with goods, and people attending
them, hurrying away, This was a very me.

.. |lancholy prospect. By the end of July the

contagion had spread and increased to a great
degree; sorrow and sadness sat upon every
face ; London might well be said to beall in

. [tears. The voice of mourning was indeed
{heard in the streets; the shrieks of women and

children at the windows and doors of their
houses, was enough to pierce the stoutest

‘{heart. It was a time, says the author, of very

unhappy breaches amongst us, in matters of re-
igion; but this dreadful visitation reconciled
all parties; yet after the sickness was over,

|that spirit of chatity was lost, and things re-

to to their own bad channel,
- It was worthy of obsersation, ag well as
fall of instruction, to remark with ‘What eag-

erness poo& of all persuasions embraced the
opportunities they had of attending wpon the

public worship, and other inted times of
levotion, as humiliations, fastings and public
jonfession of sins to implore the mercy of
» and turp away the judgments which hung

their heads.  The churches were: so
o:gd- that there was often no coming near,
e

very door of the largest church-
ays and -public places, which had
Increase among us, were shut up.—
The infection continued to increase until the
imiddle of August, when there died a thousand
a day, by the account of the weekly bills,
though they never gave a full account by many
, ds; many of the parish officers were
taken sick themselves, and died when their
account was to be given in.

Lhad, continues the author, the care of my
brother’s house, which obliged me sometimes
to go abroad. In these walks I had dismal
ects before my eyes, particularly of persons

P AT“"IG HISTORY | . :faghglod in the streets, and heard terrible

shricks of women and children sereaming
about the rooms like distracted persons. Peo-
ple in the rage of the distemper, or in the tor-
ment of the swelling (whi::‘fngqod was intol-
erable) becoming raving and distracted, oft-
-entimes- laid mﬁuhu& on themselves, or
threw themselves out of the windows; or,
breaking out of the houses, would dance nak-
ed about the streets, not knowing one from
 river and jump in the water. Some died o
ere grief, and some of fright and surprise,
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after the dead cart stopped, and the bellman
called several times, * Bring out your dead,”
but no one answered. 'This they made known
to the magistrate, who ordered the house to be
broken open, and looking into the room, they
saw a woman lying dead upon the floor in a
dismal situation. Many moreinstances might
be given to show the deep distcess of that day;
people might be heard even in the streets, call-
ing upon God for mercy through Jesus Christ,
and saying, ‘I have been an aduiterer; Fhave
been a murderer,” and the like; and none
darst stop to make inquiry into such things,
or to give comfort to the peor creatares.—
Many were the warnings that were then given
by dying penitents, to others, not to put off]
and delay their repentance to a day of distress.
I wish, says the author, I could repeat the very
sound of those greans and exclamations that I
heard from some poor dying creatures, when
in the height of their agony and distress. In the
beginning of September, the number of burials
iacreasing, the church wardens of Aldgate
parish ordered a" large pit to be dug, to hold
all the dead which might die in a month ; it
was about forty feet long and sixteen broad.
Some blamed the church wardens for suffering
such a frightful gulf to be dug ; neverthelgss
intwo weeks they had thrown more than a
‘thousand bodies into it, when they were obli-
ged-to fill it up, as the bodies were come with-
in six feet of the top. ' My curiesity dreve me
to go and see this pit, when there had been
nearly four hundred people buried in it. I
got admittance into the churchyard by means
of the sexton, who ‘was a sensible and religi-
ous man. He would have persuaded me not
to go, saying that *“ it was indeed their duty

preserved ; but that as 1 ha

my running the hazard.”

holding garlick and rue in his mouth, and
smoking tobacco ; this account I had from him-
self; his wife used to wash her head in vine-
gar, and if the smell of any of those she waited
upon was more than usually bad, she snuffed
vinegar up her nose—put it ovér her cap, and
held a handkerchief with it to her mouth.
And here I must not omit mentioning the
dispositisn of the people of that day with re-
spect to their charities, which indeed were
very large, both in a public and private way.
Some pious ladies were so zealous in this good
work, and se confident of the protection of
Providence, in the diseharge of this great duty,
that they went about giving alms, and visiting
the poor families that were infecf®d, in their
very homes, appointing nurses and apotheca-

ries to supply them with what they wanted;

thus giving their blessings to the poor, in so-
lid relief, as well as hearty prayers for them.
From the middle of August to the middle of
September, the infection still increased, and
spread itself with wonderful power, and it was
reckoned that, during that time; there died no
less than sixteen humred.a day. It wasithen
that the confusion and terror of the people was
inexpressible ; the courage of those appointed
to carry the dead began to fail them. The
watchfalness of the magistrates was now put
to the severest lt':}? A v
At last the violence of the disorder came to
such a height, that the people sat still, looking
upon one another, and seemingly. quite aban-
doned to despair. In a word people beganto
give themselves up to the fear that there was no-
thing to be expected but an universal desola-
tion. This despair made people bold and ven-
lurous ; they were no more shy of one another,

to venture, and in it they might hope to be|as expecting there was no avoiding the dis-
no particulartemper, but that all must go; this brought
call, he thought my curiosity could not justify|them to crowd into the churches; they no
told him “ 1 had|longer inquired what condition the people who

a great desire in my mind to geo; and that|sat near them were in, but came without the
perhaps it might be an instructive sight,”— |least caution, and crowded together as if their
“Nay,” says the good mén, “ if you will ven-{lives were of no consequence compared to the
ture upon that score, go in ; it will be asermon | work they were about. ' Indeed their zeal in
to you ; it may be the best that ever you heard|coming,and the earnestness and affectionateat-
in your life.” ' Hearing the bell-man and the{tention they showed to what they heard, madg
cart loaded with dead Lodies appearing, I went|it manifest what value people would put on the
in.  When I came to the pit, saw a man muf | worship of God, if they t ht every day they
fled in a cloak, who appeared in great agony. (attended upon the church might be their last.
The bariers immediately gathered about him,|It was in the height of this despair it pleased
supposing he was one of those poor, delirious|God to stay his hand, and to slacken the vio-
or desperate creatures, who would sometimes|lence of the contagion, in a manner surprising
run 1o the pit, wrapt in blankets, and throw |as thatof its beginning, and which showed it
themselves in. hen the buriers came to|to be his own particular hand.  Nothiug bat
him, they soon found that he was neither des-| Almighty power could have done it ; the dis-
perate nor distempered in mind, but one op-|order despised all medicine, death raged in
pressed with a dreadful wei h’to'f’ ief, having|every corner, and had it gone on as it did

his wife and several children all in the cart|then, a few more weeks would have eleared
that was just come in with him. He calmly|the town of all its inhabitants. .. .
desired the bariers to let him alone, and said| In that very moment when thirty thousand
be would only see the dead bodies thrown in|died in three weeks, nay, when three thousand
ray ; so they left i uning him;|died in one night, and an i thousand

10 sooner was the b:art turned round, 'qng

dies shot into the pit altogether, whic
was a surprise to him, Bu?!'h' cried aloud, un-
ntain himself, and fell

he was taken care of.
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“ Vain is of man,” it
cause the force of the )

: f, ‘al maoz.n'.‘ Ib):.-bi,q imedimim isarm the enemy.

T'he buriers ran to him, and took/It was wonderful! the physicians were

, ‘and when he came to himself, led him gr::d.wmm:uwmwwk
 |tients
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- and in a few days every |
« Nor was this by any

hat what covering|eret, invisible band
- of the dead, never hac emper at|the whole was the power . The streets
t lived about twenty y after. His|were now full of poor recovering creatures,

ered, “ 1 wife W’-Ph”d to nurse the infected people,' who wﬂod to be very sensiblc and thankful



