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By good we are to understand, something
thatwil gratify, satisfy : something that
is adapted te give contentment and enjoyment.
There is ‘wrong in such'a desire. Tt
is the instinotive, and natural enquiry of a de-
pendent, rational creature. Itbelongs to God
alone to be ‘the fountain of his own"blessed-
ness, and to contain all the sprin Jof happi-
ness'in himself. God, and he'only, is selt
sufficient. ~All created beings are dependent,
not only for existence, but “for bliss. Man,
especially as a fallen creature, must look out
for himself ; must travel, so to speak, from
home for good. This desire and enquiry after
“ ,” 'is neither virtuous mor vicious; it
has no moral character, but it is simply an in-
stinct. It is right or wrong aecording fo the
choice we make to gratify the desire. Itisa
positive, absolute,- and uncontrolable neces-
sity of our nature, to wish to be happy ;. for it
is an impossibility to wish to be otherwise.—

-In common. therefore, with the people of God,
the people of the world desire good:

But notice the ixperiniTENESS of the en-
quiry : any good. ‘True, the word * any” is
put in by our translators, and is not in the ori-
ginal. Hebrew : bat it is implied in the vague-
ness-of the general term ““ good.”” Now what
should have been the inquiry 7 What should
now be the enquiry of every rational creature?
I answer, it should have been this, “ Who will
shewus Tve good? Tgell us whatis the cuer
good ! Instruct us‘what is that good which
our souls need, which God has provided for
us, and which, when possessed, will satisfy
us?’ Is it not evident that suchshould be the
nature and object of our inquiries? Oaght
we to be satisfied with anything, whether suit-
able or unsuitable ; satisfying or unsatisfying ?
Isit worthy of'a thinking being,and in reference
1o so importaut matter as-his happiness, to set
out with so vague a guide as that word ““ any,”
n quest of bliss? Ought we not to institute
a most rigid and anxious investigation into the
censtitution, condition, wants, woes, and ca-
pacities of oursoul ;: and equally.into the pro-
visions which God has made for our content-
mentand enjoyment? I there were no means
of ascertaing these matters; or if all things
were equally adapted 'to satisfy us, then it were
rational enough to ask. for any. thing : but
when there is a danger that: shadows may be
pursued instead of substances; and poison
may. be taken instead of food, we should be
more intelligent, discriminating, definite, and
settled in our choice., i

Yet is.not this the way of the-multitude?
Have they any precise motions of true happi-|
ness, either as to its nature, its- sources, orthe
method- of obtaining it? Is.net the great
question, ** What is.good,” unsettled? "The
whole sabjeet is to them. wrapped.in impene-
trable darkness. And hence they are running
up and down in the world, and amidst'the con-
fusion of many voices-we hear but one distinct
and prevailing sound, and that is “ Any good,”
What they want beyond the vague notion. of
happiness, they cannot. tell you. Omue sup
ses it is wealth ; another, rank ; another, fame;
another, pleasure; another, friendship; ano-
ther knowledge; another, love; aud others,

perpetnally changing. their; opinion, oonw
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mach as in praying, hearing, singing ahd reli-
gious meetings and mﬂ«m,g" ould ‘be a
most blessed owen.. Nothing would hake s
greater téndency to bring the God of love
gown from heaven to that of earth. 'So’aniia-
ble would ‘be tbom in' the eyes of our lov-
ing-and exalted Redeemer, that it vouldsoon,
as it were, fetch himr down from his thréne in

eartk. I do not remember ever to have read

that continued any long timhe, bat what was
attended with:an abounding in this duty. ‘So
we: know ‘it was with the great effusion of the
Spirit, that begun at Jerusalem in the apos-
tles' days. So.in the remarkable revival of
religion in Saxony—which began by the la-
bours of the famous Professor Franck, and
has now been carried on for above thirty years,
and has spread its happy influence into many
parts of the world. It was begun “and has
been carried on by 'a wonderful practice of
this duty. ~ And; the reniarkable blessing that
God has givepto Mr. Whitfield, and the great
success with which he has crowned him, may
well be-thought to be very much owing to his
laying out himself so abundantly in charitable
designs,. And itis foretold that God’s people
shall abound in this duty in the time of ‘the
great out-pouring of the Spirit, which shall be|
in-the latter days, * The rile person’ shall'no
more be called liberal, nor the churl said to be
bountiful.  But the liberal deviseth liberal
things and by liberal thingsghall he stand.””

Indeed Edwards dwells on this idea at length,
as one of great importance. He says, “ We
seem.as yet to have little notion of the daty as
taught in the New T'estament.” - Further,
* Bo far as I can judge by the Scripture, there
is no external duty whatever, by which pérsons
will be so much in.the way, not.only of receiv-
ing temporal benefits, but also spiritual” bles-
sings—the influences of God’s Holy Spirit.”

We know that the Scriptures are full of this
idea. The fast, which God has chosen, is re-
presented to be— to deal thy hread. to the
hungry.”  And the reward of doing it.is thus|
described—** Then shall thy light break: forth|
as the morning, and thy health shall spring
forth speedily, and thy righteousness shall go
before thee, and the glory of the Lord shall %ei
thy rereward. Then shalt thou call and the
Lord shall answer.” Assurance of hope is
made to be the result of benificence, in this
“t Love not in word neither in tongue, but in
deed.and in trath ;. and heréby we know, that
we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts
before him.”

God rewarded Abram’s deeds of charity
with rich discoveries of himself, when, he
spent so much and risked his life to redeem
Lot and His people from captivity, and refused|
all reward, and bestowed the spoils taken upon
the sufferers. “ After these things the word
of the Lord came unto Abram in vision, say-
ing fear n®¥ Abram ; I am thy shigld, and thy
exceeding great reward.” Christ upon. edrth
was fed by the charity of his female followers.
To-them he discovered himself first after the
resurrection——even. before he did it to his
twelve disciples. Rebecca, a remarkable type
of the church, found her husband while doing

by turns that it is all these. About nothing
have the minds of men' been more dividediand
unsettled than the nature of the supreme
city. Varme, a learned: heathen, reckoned
up more than. two hundred opinions on. !&
subject, which existed-in:his time : a strikii
illustration of, and comment upon, the expres-

is|

a deed of charity, Christ was revealed to
¢mr.nelius in consideration of. his alms as well
-his prayers,  And all that is wanting to
bring multiplied. and edifying examplesin pre-
sent experience is a better practice under the
le of charity. given us in the Scriptures.—
®uritan Bccorser. il i Gl s [
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and are destined to the high office of unitin
the whole race of man in a loving brother-
hood. —Rev. Dy. Adams, in Chris. Rev.

How to use a Religious Periodieal. ..

Every Christian ought to consider the reli-
gious books and periogiqals which come. into
his hands as means of doing
to-him by Providence, which he is bound to
employ as efficiently as he can, to promote the
cause of piety. . A vast amount of good is
done in this way by active Christians through-
outour land. ~ As soon as they have read any
article or any work of useful practical tenden-
cy, their ninds instinctively inquire, ¢ Which.
of my neighbours or friends would be inter-
ested or profited by this?” ‘“ Here is some-
thing,” say they, which exactly meets such
an one’s case,”  ““ This article would interest
the Sabbath school ; I will show it to the st
perintendent.” *This book will do good to
such a family; I will lend it to them.” Thel
instrument of good is thas carried to the point,
whero its effect is needed. josist S )
There is another view of this subject which
ought not to be overlooked. = The value of a
printed beok or pamphlet consists in the fact,
thatit is capable of telling its story to a vast
number of individuals as well as to one, ' One
man, for example, who receives this magazine,
sends it to the Sabbath school, that it may be

fits a hundred and fifty, instead of one. He
lends the work successively to half a dozen
imothers. that they may read the article on the
early religious instruction of children. ' His
daughter takes it to the meeting of a charitable
society, so that, if desired, some of its"{ngei!1
may contgibute to their enjoyment and instrue-
tion, while at work, and thus this single copy!
accomplishes its work on hundreds of minds.

‘Another man reads his copy, and leaves it
afew days to be read in his famil , and then
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was never more needed than now... Atheism
the child| of Prosperity; not an ayowed,
’zhﬂés?plg‘xgiglgl cism, 2 child of the thoughts ;
ut that corrupt atheism of the heart, that nei-
ther sees a God, nor feels the need. of .any;
but insolently says to a man’s own right hand,
thou art my God ;—thy skill and. thy power
have achieved  thls _prosperity |-—Weskiy
Church, e e
V3 TAE. CHRISTIAN, . .
. A Christian is born. of God, engrafted into
Christ, and a habitation for the Holy Spirit.

.{His nature is renewed; his mind illuminated,

.+ bis spirit changed. - He is not what he was,

for grace hath made a difference; heis nat
what he desires to be, for grace is not yetper-.
fected ; he is not what he shail be, fo rgrace:
shall be consummated in glory. The know-
ledge of Christ is: his treasury ; the mind of
Christ his evidence ; the love of Christ his.
song ; conformity to Christ his life? to be with
Christ his pre-eminent. desire. - By faith he -
rests on Christ, receives Christ, and looks: 'to
Christ, He hears Christ's words; treads i
Christ’s steps, and seeks Christ’s approbation.
He speaks the language of Christ's kingdom,
reveres Christ’s laws, obeys his ordinanees,
wears his costume, and lives to his glory. "The
life of Christ within him is the pringiple of his
being : and because Christ lives, he shall live
also. In the Christian, Christ }ives and speaks: -
and acts, - He; is Christ’s representative on
rearth, his witness before men, and his followes
before God. The Christian hearkens to Christ’s
teachings, rests on Christ's sacrifice, ‘avails
himself of Christ’s ‘médiation, and cheerfully
obeys Christ’s laws. ‘He inquires, What would
Christ have 'me know, what do, aud what en-.
joy? To know Christ, is Christiagity intel-
lectual ; to'obey Christ, Chriatiauil;g‘nctical ;
to enjoy Christ, Christianity experimental ;and
to be like Christ, Christianity perfected.” As
bread fo the hungry, as water o the thirsty,
as the rock in the sultry 'day, is Christ to the
Christians PR MBI i A Gt
The Christian isin.the world, but notofit :
among the world, but: yet separate fromit;
passing throagh the world, withont attachment
to it.. The- idolator boasts in his idols, the
Mahometan.in the false prophet, .and the Ro-
manist in the-Virgin ‘Mar;,"ga& ‘the Christian
glories oaly in the Cross of the Lord Jesus

shuts it up in a dark. closet, idle and unems
ployed for ever. Ithas done good perhaps to
ten minds, when it is just as eapable of dbir
good to a hundred. . The story which it

told to a few, it is readyland willing to tell with
equal fidelity to many, and ifits possessor d
not avail himself to the utmost of its power,
he loses a great portion of the value of the
work, and incurs moreover the guilt of keep-
ing his means of doing good.buried, not. em-
ployed.— Abbott.. MBI '
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, Beware of Prosperity, -
We have- surveyed the influences in the
midst of which the members of our ¢

do, for the most part, live, and we do not be-
lieve that there isany power that can keep
them from being swept away, but
of God realized in ith 1t
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the profligate in his life ; with the merel
the | bis'spifit.  His

Chrisr, the Christian is a man, and may err ; an
imperfect man, ‘and may sin; bot a reneived
n, and shall have his fruit unto life eternal.
The Christian is-a warrior, ‘and must fight
bt he i & conqueror e wustprevail. The
ven ; hetis a pilgrir i the desett, butan'en.
!:Bdhhezog}:fckm “T'he Christian is
the impress of Christ, the reflection ‘of the

Father, and the temple of the Holy G
Contrast him with the infidel in his faith
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of the necessity-of an. infallibie oracle to de-|" Quick and eutv communication is a feature |and
cide the question; of a heavenly revelation tof2f these times of fraternity and humanity.— |y
develope the thystery. ‘Bhe oracle has deci-[y,'® *3M¢ power which had shortened jthe|s
ded ;the revglation has been given, und yet|Hndson and Ohio, impatient of limi -
* the man ylv‘ith the respon "-35.‘ their pos- | FAnge by success, has

, arestill enquirin g-for *“any” good.—{1Orth | o
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