
twelre weston a. Ministers of “Christian | 
* Churches. 

1 yj did T®erone a minister? Was it 
Vohit, ease, respectability, or the persussion|Pe 
of mistakeén friends ; or was it love to Christ] 

the hd God, and the salvation of souls, 
thay 

9% “What evidence have I that 1am called of 
God to the work of the ministry? Am I adap- 
ted'for it? Have 1 the scriptural qualificas 
tions? Have I ‘ever been the means of the 
‘conversion of one soul? Did God call me in 
‘his providence, or did Iran uncalled 1. 

3. What am I doing in this field? Am]Ia 
witness for God? Do 1 bear testimony to the 
truth, the whole truth, “and nothing but the 

“trath? Is my. testimony plain, earnest, faith- 
ful? Am I a laborer in God's vineyard, work- 
man that ngedeth riot ‘be ashamed, rightly di- 

viding ‘the word of truth? Am IL actiug as a 
Jord, or as aservantq 

4. What are my views of the pastorate I — 
Do I feel I am my own master, or God’s ser- 
vant, appointed by Him to watch for souls 1 
Do | feed the ‘flock, or amuse them? Do 1. 
direct their attention to my Master, or to my- 
self? DoT point them to heaven, or to the 
trifles ‘of time? Who is my master 1—the 
c , the congregation, the world, or Je- 

bovah? What says my conduct? Ob, my 
soul, be honest! "Do I fold, feed, comfort, 
“and watch over the sheep ? Do 1 feel the re- 
sponsibility of my charge? p 

5. Do I visit the people of my charge as. 
Fought? Ii is true some peaple have strange 
notions about a minister visiting, which have 
no foundation in Seripture, and the impropri- 
ety of which alittle reflection would convince 
them of ; but still, doI do my duty in this de- 
partment 1. What is. the character of my 
+its? Dol visit the sick, the wanderer, the 
buckslider, and those who are out of the way 1 
Do I'visit as a pastor, to speak of and for 
Christ, or as a trifler, who has teo much time 
on hend—time to * crack a joke” to be “irc 
licsome,”” to hear and retail the gossip of the 
day? 

6. Dol love the people of nyt charge ds 
ought? Have lave enough for them to ben 
forbear” and forgive? Do I fee) resentmen 
or compassion, when any of them do wron 
Do 1 dekpise them, or love them? Do I hélp 

to bear their burdens, or do Linerease. them? 
€ be IL rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 

eep with them that weep ?. Is the whole of 
bre wn fos kind, forbearing, and loving 1. 

7. Dol pray for my charge aus I ought—| 
not only i in the sanctuary and the prayer-mee!- 
ing, but in the closet? Do I bear them be- 
fore the Lord in, private, frequently, earnestly, 
constantly, and in faith? Do plead with 
God for the weak, thatthey might be strength- 
ened; for the tempted, they might. be, 
kept; for the tried, that they might be. sup-. 
ported ; for the mourners, that they might be 
comforfed ; for inquirers and the unconverted? 

8. What is the character o of my preaching? 
Is pin gospel of Christ I preach? Do 1 

it with energy, earnestness and une- 
tan ; » or with ~oidness, weakness, and care- 

7. Is it God's truth, or my own no-|j 
tions about it, that I preach Will the.truths 
I preach do todie by? Do I preach plain) 
clearly, so that all can understand me? 
Xpreach fo the people, or at them; over hi 
heads, or, through the understanding, to 0 She 
heart? 
9. Wheredo I get the food fur the; : 

Is.it from the green pastures of the tl 

+ 

+ Gad, or from other sources? How do. pe ! 
dy the Bible Iv Is my head and heart in itn 
val times? De I ef it to make cut the} 
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: that I may bri 
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me to step into tke sacred office 1 

ing his sheaves with him, 

Yafthat the weakest brother ar sister in the chugeh 
can perform and one wh 

io, 0 ok 
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hings new and wld? Dol sey on 2° 

world, gargs fim sorrect—is my work) 
done--is; my soul prepared? . How many! 
souls will welcome me to glory, should I be 
permitted to enter, as the fri of my ministry ? 
—NN. Eg Rerarder. 
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The Working Card. 

Inthe fall of my first year at ——w, my| 
church became anxious that we should have a} 
protracted meeting or. some special effort for}; 
the salvation of sinners. For various rea- 
sons which I need mot mention here, I was 
opposed to a protracted meeting at thot. time 
among my people, : 

In the course of the week, I prepared the 
following card : 

Resolutions adapted by the bearer of this 
c 

1. Resolved, That as I. am a sinner, re. 
deemed by the blood of Christ, I will do all 
that 1 can to save the souls for whom he died. 

2. Resolved, "Tht to prepare myself to do 
good to others, “Iwill strive to have the “same 
mind in me which. was in Jesus Christ, 

3. Resoloed; That I will froin time to time 
select from among my néighbors some oné or 
more individuals with whom I will, in tender- 
ness and affection; labor steadily, daily, if 
possible, or even muny times a-day, until God 
shall either. bring them to Christ, or 1 shall be 
convinced that I 'should give them up. 

4, Resolved. That I will eacry ‘those with 
whom I thus labor, on‘my heart, and pray for 
thep contigually, and with them frequently, 
if they will permit me to do se. 
& Resolved, 'T'hat while Llabor, ‘and pra 

far. the salvation of sinpers, Lwill depend alone 
on the Holy Gho st 10 make me successful’ in| 

-lmy. work.  ° 
I had enough of these cards printed to sup- 

ly every member of the chorch with a’ copy, 
nd on the next Lord’s ‘day distributed them, 
vith the understanding that so long as any iti 
dividual should retain his card he should consi-|. 
der himself bound by the resolutions, and when 
he wished to be released from. thei he mast 
return the card to me. 

The next night afer my distribution. I was 
called from my bed to go arid visit a distressed 
sinner, whieh” was the, commencement of 
werk of grace that continued with us all | the 
fall and winter, and resulted, as.1 trust, in 
bringing many souls to. a knowledge of the Sa- 
viour, 
A reascn, that Christians’ abir with th im. 

penitent is not more productive i is, that it 1s.s0 
much seattered that the impression made. by 
one visit is worn out belore another is made, 
if made at al', and thus Satan hasa fair ©op- 
portunity of catching away the word out, of 
the heart. But if the labor should be follow- 
ed up every.day, and the truth.un, this way 
kept burning upon the heart and conscience, 
the result would astonish the :most sanguine 
nborer, - He would find that God wasnt un- 
faithful to forget his work. aud labor of love, 
nor forgetful of the promise, that he that should 
go forth weeping, bearing precious seed, 
should doubtless come again rejoicing, bring-| 

This is a kind of 
labor that we need at this day; it is one, 100, 

RS pet ich will act upon 
se labore h, and re-act with power poi) 

oo heart ay of the daborer. 

“Let me entreat the Ghristian reader. to try 

ad be watered. also himself, 
inst, i os Al our. owh obliga 

ling against that fault,” said Mr. F, 

o experiment pnd eee if he will not wat it 
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RUIN IO NEI Tmt ——. 

"felling Jesus. 
«Things always go smoothly with yop,” 

said a complaining disciple to Mr. “3 
never hear you make any complaints,” 
“1 have found out an effectual way of guard- 

“ I did not, know that you ever had any rea- 
son to complain.” 
#1 don’t know that I ever had ; but I used 

to find myself doing it, until ene dag, in read- 
ing the Bible, k came across this passage: 
“The a apostles gathered themselves unto Je- 
sus, and told him of all things, both what they 
had done and what they had taught” It oe 
curred to me that, when had any trouble, be- 
fare L told any one I should first tell Jesus. — 
And L found, en trial that if Ltold him first, I 
seldom had any. oceasionto teil any body else. 
1 often find the burden entirely removed while 
Lam in the act of telling” him about it, and 
traulsle which has its burden removed. is wo 
longertrouble.” 
“We ought to pray for deliverance from our 

trials; but Jesus needs no information re- 
specting them. He is omnipotent, aud:has no 
need that anything be wld him.” 

“’Lhat is tee, and yét he listened with| 
complacency and kindness when his disciples 
told bnav all things. In his sympathising con- 
descension, he permits us. to repeat to him our 
troubles, cares and joys, though he. knows 
them all. He listens to them with interest; 
just as the tender father listens to the narrative 
of bis child, though it conveys no information. 
And he has- connected greats blessings with 
this exercise of filial confidence. . It lessens 
one's sorrows, and doubles joys, and increas.) 
es faith and Juve.: The*more assiduously we 
cultivate an intimate acquaintance with the 

Saviour, the greater will be ovr happiness, 
and the more rapid our progress towards hea- 
ven... If we should make 1t a rule to go to 
Jesus every night, and tell him all the events’ 
of the.day, all that we have purposed, and 
felt, and ssid, and done, and suffered, would 
it not have a great influence on wur eonduct 
during the day? Ivcertainly would. The 
thought: that we should have to tell Jesus 
about it, would restrzin us from an unholy act. 
We could not wilfully indulge in what caused 
the agonies of the garden and the cress, if 
we were to make it the subject of conversa- 
tion with hin before ramaiiing ourselves to 
slumber.” 
It seems to me, that for.me to tell him all 

m y experience would be occupying his atten: 
tion with trifles; I should. have, uothing but 
sin aad. folly to.tell him,” 

* Simand folly are ni trifles ; and the way 
to get.a right wew of the evil of sin is, to} 
speak it.out before him in our confidential i in- 
tercoutse withuhim. * Yon may depend upon 
it my, brother, that if .you will go to Jesus 
every night, and tell him ¢bi 
curred.during the day, it will speedily lift you 
above.the world. It will do much towards 

vermng principle. twill enable Jon to, bear 
your crosses withont repining. It will make!© 
you in mind. and temper like him with whom | 
you hold this most pe communion, Q, 
that all Christiaus. were in the habit.of closing 
the day by. going to Jesus, and telling Fmt 
the things-that they have d 
do, nd the day Vierin 

and owitted. 
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their hearts within gg “heir necd 
was. literally a a. dying need ; Fad ule s God 
had miraculously interposed s and. the 
arid, rock to viel the refreshing nT 
mighty. multitude bad soon: lef] fh hate ir 
bleaching on the Bosom ) of the poy boi 8 
Man is totally esc from God ; hurd 

ders [rom 1he green pastures and. still : 
of God's presence, He: is in SOT 
now.” No verdure of holiness, no spri of 
moral purity, rises up in his soul; no rills of 
comfort from the throng, and such as his Bpi- 
rituzl nature craves, flow through it as ao ear- 
nest of heavenly blessedness. He is “ doad 
in trespasses and sins,” with no right desires, 
no aspirations after God and hollnghe. In his 
natural state, man is not only in a de 
sert, but is himself a moral waste, an objeot of 
God's fiery indignation. For he has broken « 
law of infinite holiness; and Ged as the Ing- 
nitely Hol i» must be «9 angry with the wicked 
every day.” Divine wrath, as a buming sun, 
hangs over him, and sooner: or later,. he inust 
wither under its scorching reys and perish, un- 
less God himself step aside from the osdipary 
method of proceeding to which Infinite justice 
dictates, and, of lis own abeunding grace, 
give life to the death-doomed. God saw. the 
perishing necessity of man, he was moved wiih 
compassion, he did turn aside from the ordi- 
nary proceedings of his righteous providence. 
He smote the Rock, and the waters flowed 
through the moral desert; He sent ** forth 
his own Son-in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin condemned sin in the flesh.” The 
Son beeame ** the Lamb. shain from the foun 
dation of the world,” and shed his blood, the 
“living water,” of which, if a wan drink, be 
shall thirst no more. A fountain is thus open- 
ed in this wilderness, to supply the dying ne- 
cessities of man. ‘Here be ody drink and lise 
forever. aE 

This, sinner, is your pork i to sites 
You way not realise it.. But whether you are 
sensible of your true condition, as were tl e 
[sraelites at Rephidim, or not, such is, undc~ 
niably, your pesition in respect to the Saviour 
of men. Your insensibility cannot alter your 
perishing need of the water of life. You must 
drink ot the .rock, Christ, or. die—-eiernal: ly 
die. — Puritan R. order. 

Short Sayings of br. Emmous. 

In reading the Memoirs of the Jato. excel- 
lent Dr. Emmons, | have been interested in 
wany of bis pithy, remarks. . Thinking they : 
may beaceeptable. to, others, I wie Yr wf 
them for your columns. 
~The. Doctor preached sm sermon po Rar 
dition of Judas, which was reviewed by a Uni- 
versalis, and both sermon. and. review. havip 
been printed in one pamphlet, he was asked, 

“ What do youahink of sending. ont. toge- 
ther. before the world Verh Spinsinr as Jour i 

sermonand a Unisersalist’s. 
“luis L was hus cmt hor - 

itis written, * rs shslions pag with an, 

asked, is. e 

natosalideprarity, gv pwc nme: 
wered.iustantly, “natural depravity. is he : 
truth; original sin is a lie” ~~ . 
Whien asked hams he bok 

metlning 
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