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“SCENES OF THE LAST JUDGMENT. 
The awful scenes and dazzling splendors 

‘of the Last Judgment were attempted to be 
described in a discourse by the Rev. Edward 

them, and the hills vo cover them from the 
terrible présence of tie Lord and from his j 
consuming wrath, Suc h episodes of melting{sure. For all these, in one view; are but 
tenderness there will be: at this final parting 
of men! such eternal farewells! but, ah! thelacter, which is needful, both that we may be 

yeigtlan Visitor. 
any needful work of self-examination, nor any 

imeans of securing that vigor of christian char- 

solicitudes to make our calling and election 
~~ Skilful Dealing with Religions Despoadency. 

In Dr. Wardiaw’s Memoir of Dr. McAll 
late ot Manchester, England, we find the fol- 
lowing natrative, says the Independent, sup- 

Irving, of London. to. whose, gorgeous elo- plied by ‘a friend who derived it from McAll. word farewell hath forgotten its ‘meaning, and 
quence we often listened when he was pastor 
of the Scotch church in that city. He said: 
“ We have now before us a subject which, for 
the magnificence of the scene, the magnitude 
of the uansaction, and the durable effects 
which ,it draweth on, stands unrivaled in the 
annals of human knowledge—and with which 
the powers of conception cannot be brought to 
cogtend. Imagination cowers her wing, un- 
able to fetch the compass of the ideal scene. 
The great white throne descending out of 
heaven, guarded and begirt with the principal- 
ities and powers thereof—the awful presence 

wishes of welfare now are vain. A new order 
of things hath commenced ; the age of neces- 
sity hath begun its reign; all change is for- 
ever sealed, : 

“ This mighty crisis in the history of the 
human race, this’ catastrophe of evil and con- 

faculties would misgive and fail.” 

« COSEN VESSEL” 

blgmed and made a blessing. 

Mischievous Self-Ex 

— Puritan Re- 

amination. 
The term of self-examination. is applied, 

not to the gonsideration of one’s outward con- 

summation of good, fortunately is not our pro- 
vince to clothe with living imagery, else our 

Individuals are renewed by the grace of God 

duct, but to a review and analysis of one’s 
hidden feelings ; to the motives, and the mo- 
ral complexion of one’s emotions. In this 
matter, as.in many others, those who most 
need it seldom practise it; and those practise 
it most who could best do without it. Thus, 
if a. man -have astrong practical cast, a natu- 

*““ One ‘circumstarice he related to me, con- 
nected with his own ministrations among the 
sick, whichlawakened considerable interest in 
the neighborhood.. <A*pious person; residing 
some distance from Macclesfield, where Mr. 
McAll began his’ pastoral life, had suffered 
many years under the influence of religions 
despondeney, particularly resembling the mes, 
lancholy case of Cowper. ‘As he was held in’ 
much esteem, his mental sufferings created 
much sympathy. ' ‘Many Christian friends and 
eminent ministérs, of different ‘religious per- 
suasions, visited him, endeavouring t6 kindle 

for a double purpose—u0 be blessed and to be 
made a blessing—i. e. to be used as vessels 
for carrying blessings to others. 1'he person- 
al salvation of Paul seems to be but a small 
item of the reasons, why God's grace was im- 
parted to him. The Sovereign Dispenser of 
grace is generally represented, as having done 
it with an eye on the influence, that he was to 
exert on others. And God speaks of the new 

ral sagacity in mattersof form and substance;| anew the spark of fife in‘his bosom, ‘and re- 
a ready knowledge of men and things, he will|store to his mind those religions consolations 
tend to cultivate that outward direction of his|whieh Tin formerly possessed. These efforts 
mind, and to regard introspection as anpragcs proved wholly in vain; as he possessed, like ’ 
tical. This opinion is confirmed by the few pmany ‘others in similar circumsiarces, that 
paroxysmal attempts at the study of himself.| kind of preternatural acuteness which led hifh Made upon impulse, without skill or practice, |to convertall arguments and topits ‘of conso- 
upon too large a scale, with the heat of new|lation into the occasion of deeper discourage- 

at whose sight the heavens and the earth flee 
away, and no place for them is found—the 
shaking of the mother elements of nature, and 
the commotion of the hoary deep, to render 
up their long dissolved dead—the rushing to- 
gether of quickened men upon all the winds of 
the heaven down to the centre, where the 

Judge sitteth on his blazing throne—to give zeal, the result’is confasion and disgust. He form and figure and utterance to the mere cir+ 
cumstance and pomp of such a scene, no ima- 
gination availeth. Nor doth the understand- 
ing labor less. The archangel, with the trump 
of God, riding sublime in the midst of heaven, 
and sending through the wildest dominion of 
death -and the grave, that sharp summons 
which divideth the solid earth, and rings 
through the caverns of the hollow deep, pier- 
cing the dull cold ear of deathand the grave 
with the knell of their departed reign; the 
death of death, the sprouting of the grave with 
vitality, the reign of ‘life, the seeond birth of 
living things; the re-union of the body and 
sonl-~the one from unconscious sleep, the 
other from apprehensive and unquiet abodes 
—the congregation ef ali. generations over 
whom the. stream of: time hath swept—this 
outstretches my understanding ho less than the 
material imagery confuses my imagination.— 
And when I bring the picture to my heart, its 
feelings ave overwhelmed: when I fancy this 
quick apd conscious frame one instant re 
awakened, the next reinvested, the next sums- 
maned before the face of the Almighty Judge 
—now re-begotien, now sified through every 
secret corner—my poor soul, possessed with 
the. memory of its misdeeds, submitted to the 
scorching eye of my Maker—my fate depend- 
ing upon his lips, my everlasting, ehangeless 
fate—I shriek and shiver with mortal appre- 
hension. Ard when I fancy the myriads of 
mea all standing thus explored and known, 1 
seem 1a hear their shiverings likethe aspen 
leaves in the still evenings. of autumn. Pale 
fear possesseth every countenance, and blank 
conviction every. quaking heart. They stand 
like men upon the perilous: edge of battle, 
~withholden, from. speech, and ~ pinched for 
breath through excess of struggling emotions 

-——shame, remorse, mortal ‘apprehension, and 
trembling hope. or 

* Then “the recording 
book of Gud’s reg 

e& Anonthey move quicker 

ngel. openeth the 
nbrance, and inquisition 

converted Saul, as ‘“ a chosen vessel unto me 
to bear my name before the Gentiles.” 

So in the calling of Abraham, what a small 
item was his personal salvation, compared with 
the blessings of which he was made the chan- 
nel to the world. 

"And the same general law of divine conduct, 
in, a measure holds in relation to all christians. 
They are effectually called by God's purposes 
and for them. Their souls are renewed, not 

vessels of its conveyance. They are chosen 
as vessels for such conveyance. 

sake, but that it may give its light abroad. 
was to the purpose of the christian life, that 
Christ said, No man lighteth a candle and 

that it may give light. 

leaven. It is given {0 come into use, as the 
salt of the earth and the light of the world. 
Great as is the interest involved in the personal 
salvation of the individual, renewed by grace 
—and this is greater than our numbers can 
compute—it is but a small fraction of the good, 
which God purposed in the choice of that ves- 
sel of mercy. No christian man liveth to him- 
self nor dieth to himself. His whole progress 
to heaven is an instrumentality of blessiag to 
the. world. Whatever exhibition of religious 
character is required of us, is required that 
it may work for the benefit of others. 1f the 
church is required to give forth a practical 
declaration, that she seeks a country beyond 

means of conviction and impression to others, 

And 
Paul says—* For this cause I obtained mercy, 
that God might in me show forth a pattern of 
all long suffering,” for the persuasion of others. 

simply that they may be the receptacles of 
eternal joy, but mainly that they may be thé 

Christ says 
to them—*“ I have chosen you and ordained 
you, 4hat ye should go and bring forth much 
fruit.” A candle is not lighted for its own 

It 

putteth it under a bushel, but op a candlestick 

Grace is given not to be locked up in the 
heart but to be employed as a self-diffusive 

reverts to his practicallife, and always speaks 
of hime:elf as not adapted to metaphysical medi- 
tation, Yet, this man especially needs to study 
himself, because he is so strongly drawn away 
toward outward life. oo aon 
On the other hand, a reflective, ‘sensitive 

mind dwells upon its own states: tod much, 
and lives so much in introspection; as to have 
but a slender. sympathy ‘with : the outward 
world. y } 4 
A special form of this last mentioned dan- 

ger is frequently found in young and consci- 
entious Christians. They attempt to mains 
tain a habitualjwatch over theit minds. They 
check every budding feeling till they know 
what fruit it will bear.  "I'hey stop every. swel- 
ling emotion till they have ** examined” it. 
They treat the religions feelings, as an officer 
would a person suspected of having stolen 
goods about his person—stripping off its cloak, 
and -scrutinizing' sharply. The ‘mind, thus 
badgered, is like a steed whom yon ‘whip with 
one hand, aod hold in with the other: it be- 
comes sestless and chafed. “The poor victim 
does not know ‘how lie does feel.” He wishes 
he knew his own motives. ‘He will be heard 
inquiring much after his *“ evidences.” “How 
can a man tell whether he has faith or not?’ 
“ How may I know whether I really love God 1” 

seeking religion are not selfish 7” Such que:- 
tions will identify ‘the victims of narrow self 
examination. io ; 
The moment a feeling becomes an object of 

attention, it ceases'to be a feeling. Emotions 
change to ideas. ~The real process of what is 
called, by many, ‘self-examination, is but the 
transmutation of an ‘emotive state into an in- 

analysis begins. They ‘burn the flower that 
they may analyze its ‘ashes, and then are dis- 

3 

*“ How do I know whether all my motives in] 

that all-your religi 

ment and gloom. ** It was natural for me to in- 
quire, ‘ Did you go? 
“Yes! he said, * I did, though 'without" 

any hope of “n‘beneficial result. But I went 
to express my sympathy with a disciple. of ; 
Christ undef one of the severest afflictions 
which could befall a good man, and deepen 
my own impressions of the importance of spi- 

» 

ritual things. You may suppose,’ he added,’ 
“I was not very forward to speak; but I'Tis(- 
ened, with unwearied attention, to the sad de- 
tails of lis doubts, his difficulties, his gloom 
temptations and his utterly ‘desponding ‘ore- 
bodings and fears. Meantithe, my eye was 
not silent, and I noticed every circumstance, 
however minute,” which might assist me to : 
place myself in his state of feeling, and to, go, 
along with the processes of his mind; and I 
was exceedingly anxious to deteet any little 
discrepaney ‘which might arise betweén the 4 
facts he advanced and the conclusions to wiih 
he came.” At last, looking towdtd the héqd * 

) 

of the bed, 1'observed upon the curtains seve- 
ral pieces of ‘paper carefully. pinngd here and 
there, and apparently written upon, Though 
I suspected what might bé the nature of their 
contems, I said with apparent surprise and ° 
abruptness, ‘ What ‘are these papers?” ~~ . 

_ *1*0, sir,” said the hardened man, * thev 
are texts of Scripture!” i A 

“* Sir.’ he added, with a slow and faltering : 
voice, * they are promises. : 
“Promises! but what business have they’ 

here? Yousiy you are a castaway from God's 
favour, an ‘atter alien‘from his friendship ; ° 

was a delusion, that you’ 
have rigs in one of the errr oy 
can look for nothing but to ‘be an eternal mo-* tellecwual state; for feeling perishes where ‘nument of the Diving displeasure. Why, then, 
should “you have these texts and promises of : 
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““* But what texts 7" 'I'quickly rejoined. 

the skies, in all her example, devotions, pro- neither root, stem, nor flower. 
fessions, and ordinances, it is required as the 

[have no sort of “ititerest in the reli 

: Co lrepresent, of in the Saviour they reve 
when you" contented that raking in ‘the ashes, they find 

flicts upon the ‘mind a long train of mischiefs.| the movement of. thought 10 the right 
- and leit, two most innumerous companies, <— 

Such a declaration becomes God's own voice| There canbe no such thing ‘as a curre 4 Ars & 1, 
“His mind and heart|the mind, a free sweep, 4 generous momenta 

4 pe A those promises have no business there. Le!’ to an impenitent world.. LA From his awful seat, his countenance clothed) have utterance when from a living church the where every state is stripped for examination. |“ 4No, sir!" No," 1" said the 'safferer; with the smile which makes all heaven gay,|invitation is practically and constantly reiter- The mind becomes restless. Tt begins rer- “do not take them away ;“1 love to sts (ligkh® the Ju ge pronlnceh blessing furever. andlated—Come go with us and we will do you : vously to break out in one direction or ariother,|I had an interést in them obice, and they aré good. seeking by violent reactions that natural libert still precious. - Thememorial of them is sweet, And here in the sovereignty of God's grace, | which has been denied it. If the re, con- | though the enjoyment of them is wholly gone.’ in the choice of ‘the vessels'of his mercy! is|[tinue, the results will vary accord, ug o the| Upon this,” Mr. McAli, ** [ altered ne iti more clearly reasonable and desirable. 1fthe|peculiar ‘temperatent and “str e of ‘the|my tone, and said the tenderness really ™ seameth as a dream, and they wonder with ec+| personal salvation of the individual chosen'js mind. Some will retract in disgust from all felt, Bu ‘my dear friend, are you mot aware ! stacy phe onnded love of their Redeem-!but a secondary end in his view, and he has|atte at religion, ( sitie of mo-{that the truths are t 
er. They wonder, and they. speak their une broader reasons in all cases.to determine his|rals. ' Others will-grow 
worthiness, but, they are reassured by the veice| choice, then he is wise and good in choesing|their : of him that changeth not. . The y seizeth 

ever upon the heads of his disciples, and dis- 
penseth to y do ta prepared by ‘Ged 
from the first of time. | L'a their minds, seized 
with the tidings, of unexpected deliverance, it 

tas a's | are the same as ever, and your 
~ tenaciously as ever to thosg 
. Author of those: truths is the 

their whole soul, and assarance of immortal 
those, whe from their positions: and relations 
and other causes, will make the most fit ves- 

yeste ay, to-day, and for ever? All ¢ ce, therek won @. 
bliss. Their trials are ended, their course is!sels for the conveyance of his grace and glory. hension. i hing, 5. and a finished. the prize is won, and the crown of And every loyal heart.will- commend. him for] onsc with the, eternal life is laid up for then in store ; and|this. The interest of, a: worm, may not c ‘ on wit 
they hastén' to inherit the fulness of joy and|in competitipn with the good involved in the{guard by “sud pleasure forbver more, which are atthe. right{broad sweep of God's glory. J oc ou | marks ofl; en or hand of Ged. Again, the Judge lifteth up his] And it belongs to EL, to con in perpeta 

i 

Av] @ the personal good 

«In such states, 
rug bpon bis salvation—and requires him to bé more so- ing a stimulus and rejected licitous to bear fru Sed hon dation, wi 

¥ ether , the more he assures h > 
.owa salvation. In this we do.aot: ‘ 


