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The eycistian Visitor.

themselves in platoon style, the men on one
side and the women on the other. Then fol-
lowed a brief address of one of their Elders,
and at a given signal, they commenced their
dancing jig. It was the strangest exhibition
I had ever seen. Some twelve or fiiteen, males
and females, took their stand about the centre
of the floor, and began to sing in their peeu-
liar style. - All the rest, numbering about two
hundred men and women, enicred into the

dance. I noticed old men, who looked as if

they ought to be in their armed chairs, exert-
ing themselves o evince their piety, by show-
ing how they could trip it over the floor.
The religious tenets of this people are very
peculiar. They claim that all the external
ordinances of religion ceased in the apostolic
age; that they are the only true church, and
have all the apostolic gifts. 'T'hey teach that
all men may cbtain forgiveness if they will be-
come Shakers, but that there is no forgiveness
for those who fali from their church. Their
discipline is founded upon the supposed per-
fection of their leaders. 'I'he Mother, it is
said, obeys God through Christ ; European el-
ders obey her, and American laborers and the
common people obey them. Ann Lee is the
person whom they cal! Mother. She was born
in Manchester, England, in 1736 She was
the daughter of a blacksnith, and was employ-
ed as a cutter of hatters’ fur. 'Atan early age
she married Abraham Standley, a blacksmith,
who lived in ber father’s house. About the
year 1758, she became a convert to James
Wardley, who was originally .a Quaker, bu:
who, in 1747, imagining he had some super-
natural revelations, established the sect called
Shakers, from their bodily agitations. Ann
soon distinguished herselfin ber religious rites.
About the year 1770, she made the discovery
of the sinfuiness of marriage, and cpaned her
testimony against it.  Marriage, she called the
root of all human depravity ; and made, in va-
rious ways, so mueh disturbance, that the peg-
ple of Manchester shut her up in a mad-hojggr:
where she was kept for some weeks, In 1774,
she came to America, and located herself, with
a few fullowers, at a small place called Nis-
keuana, eight miles from Albzny, in the State
of New York.

She was a woman of great energy, cunning
and tact. She succeeded in gathering some
followers, and when she- had gained sufficient
inflaence over them, she warned them of the
great sin of following the vain customs of the
world, and persuaded them to give up to her

_ ull their valuables, such as ear-rings, necklaces,
buckles, &c. She asserted that she was not
liable i the assauits of death, and that when
she left the worid she would ascend in the
twinkling of an eye to heaven! Unhappily,
however, for her claims, she died as other

pople die, September 8th, 1784. Mr. Rata-
ﬁl‘ou, a disciple of Ana, but who renounced
her faith, does not bear gratifying testimony
to her moral caaracter. He says he once saw
ber come to hard blows with William Lee.
He adds : * It appears to me that the mother
at that time was very much overcome with
Wliqﬂor." ~ He says she was well skilled
in profane and indecent language. But the
Shakers hold Ano in the highest veneration.
In 1828, the Societies of the Shakers num-
bered 16 the number of preachers about 45 ;
members about 4500; and yet they are the
true and only church ! All the rest of man-
kiid are in vhe way of error and death! I
spoke of this to an inteiligent Shaker at Le.
banon. I asked him if it was not their duty,

ruptey and suffering as the
scheme of France in 1719, -
1816 and 1817 a great number of banks failed
in the United States ; many failed in 1825
Iso; and the failures in the United States du-
ring the révalsion from 1887 to 1842 amount-
ed to over one hundred and sixty, with a no-
minal and pretended capital of over $132,-
000,000, and circulation of over $43,000,000,
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CHURCH FELLOWSHIP,

The same remarks with which we closed our
last article with reference to discipling for jen-
tertaining and propagating dangerous_errors,
are equally applicable to cases of irregular and
disorderly walking. ~Many who are unwilling
to submit to wholesome restraint, and who are
too wilful and wayward to be bvund even by
their own voluntary covenant, have strong
objection,to- Church Rules .and Bye Laws,
but if discipline is to be maintained at all, or
any irregularities to be noticed and corrected
it must be by the aid of these definite forms of
expression. Reaspnable and consistent mem-
bers cannot and will not object to them, if it is
plain that they conforin to the mind of the
Head of the Chureh, and suspicion must rest
apon such as object. Some members are like
“ Diotrephes, who loveth to have the pre-emi-
nence among them,” and to hold the destiny
of their fellow members, and bind or loese n
cases of discipline at their pleasure. Now to
carry out such a purpose there must be no
Rules and Bye-laws as a common standard of
refergnce.
way of a Despot would be an effectual guard
against arbitrary acts; but for this svery rea-
son the friends of regularity and order, and
those who would allow to another all that they
ask on their account, will rejoice in them as
the only means and safe-guard to a just admi-
nistration of discipline and asa continusl help
to unanimity among members. These Rules
are very properly gencrally restricted to a few
important matters which immediately affect
the credit and welfare of the Church, suehas
the support of the Ministry, an attendance
apon public worship and Church neetings and
ordinances according to the appointment of
the Church, and family worship.  Coldness of

eat Mississippi

uring the years|

These like a constitution in the|:

by, the Law-giver of the world ’ ““Tham that

course would at once result in anarchy, and
defeat the action of any Church with refer-
ence to ministerial support? The power and
usefulness of many Chutrches have been pal-
sied by laxity of discipline with reference to
this offence. When the consequences of an
offence are so far-reaching and disastrous as
in this case, instead of lagity, there is required
a more careful supervision and a punctual dis-
charge of duty. Bad example in such things
is exceedingly infectious.  Selfishness, ava-
rice, conceit and all such unlovely passions.are
excited andfed by the indulgenée of such
pretexts ; and one or two individuals who are
vain enough to set their judgments in oppo-
sition to a majority of their brethren, or stub-
born enough to defy their authority, will soon
create by their unfair and determined agita-
tion such a state of disquiet, that the labours
of the most devoted or efficient Pastor will be
paralized.

. The great reason why so many Churches
are without Pastors is not by any means the
want of ability to sustain one; it is the want
of a will to do so. The Head of the Church
is dethroned ; His law is set at maught.—
Churches have adopted one of the most abo-
minable aud odious of all the papal usarpa-
tions, that of grantiug indulgence to sin, ot of
pronouncing .absolution when divine com-
mands are set. at naught. Christ reveals his
appointment, states in most intellizible terms
what he has ordained, and condescends Lo
reason itout, and to show its justice, and the
Church refusing to call a Pastor, says, We
will absolve the brethren: we will have no
Pastor, and then we will not have to support
one. . '
Is it 1o be considered a.mystery that such
Churches do not flourish ? that some of our
largest and oldest Churches are dwindling and
their place and inflaence becoming swaliowed
up by other and more consistent bodies ? not
at all. ** Forthe earth which drinketh in the
raia that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth fuorth
herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, re-
ceiveth blessing from God ; but that which
beareth thorns-and briers is rejected, and is,
nigh unto cursing ; whose.end is to be burned.”
Ifia any connection we may expect to realise
the truth of the general principle propounded

bonour me, I will honor ; and them that despise
me shal) be lightly esteemed,” it is in connec-

heart, declension of religion aad disaffection
lead often to irregularity in these: religious
duties. :
That the sapport of the ministry is a.religi:
ous duty, notwithstanding all the objections of
avarice and the slurs of infidelity, no just per-
son will deny. Justice .is an .important. ele-
ment of religion; and it is just to pay a proper
compensation forlabour. The Saviour accord-
ingly inculcates that *‘ the laborer. is worthy
of his hire.”  On this as applicable to minis-
terial labour the apostle founds his argument|
in 1 Cor. viii,, the conclusion.of which is gi
ven in the 14th verse, “ Even so hath the
Lord ordained that they which preach the gos-
pel should live of the gospel.” What Chris-
tiafi worthy of the name will dare denoance
what the Lord has ordained? How can such
an one. suppose himself walking orderly or
feel himself entitled to the privilege of mem-
bership in a body, and refuse to submit to so
just and reasonable an appoiutment of its
Head 1 )
Our Articles in keeping with this scriptural,
law, and at the same time insisting upon the

if they were the only people in the way of life,
to endeaveur to convinee and convert
around them? Bat it seemed-to me that he
cered very little whether the wicked world
was saved ornot. He ht it quite certain

distinctness of civil and ecelesiastical power,
and the voluntary natare of all ‘aceeptable re-
ligious service, teach:. |

* But this is not to be effected by. force or

compulsion, or by the sword of civil power;

Jwilt thoa know, O vain man

tion with the order of his own house, and the
progress of his own cause, :

Where there is pecuniary ability in a Church
to employ a Pastor they should at once
do s, and require its members, if they would
retain membership in it, to contribute their
fair proportion of the means. If they are not
able to support one among themselves, love to
Christ, to the gospel, and to souls should con-
strain them to assist some other church in like
cifcumstances to support one joiutly, or they
should contribute what they can to send the
gospel abroad in their own or in foreign lands.
They love their mouey and their gains or the
indulgence of personal vanity in dress or far-|

eaken place two months since at least.
tregret that brother C. did not inform us of
what transpired at the late meetin
vernors of Acadia College.

names does not include the Post
tuded to elsewhere..

not enough,ar being too consciencious to with-
hold the odd penny for 2s. 6d, he encloses
that bulk of copper which raises the Postage
o four letlers, two of which were on account
of the penny, and then leaves us to pay the
postage bill. ‘*grow such a ‘man should be
made at once a Professor of Stupidity, having,
as évery one must admit, a decided genius
that way. We commend him to the Dorcas
Society, they may be inclined to dub him
Knight of the night-cap, or,at least to send

him one "té ‘kedp warm what litle sconce he

may haveleft. If our brother should think of
doing business, we should have a decided im-
pression that he was mistaking his calling.

37 We received the' kind note of Brother

Chase, and will send the papers as directed,
The minutes about which he enquires were
sent in due season, by Captain Gilliat, who is

now, we learn, at the Bridge, and can inform

brother ‘C. where they were left. "We regret
very

mbch that any thing should have prevent.
ed their distribution, which we supposed had
We
g of the Go-

55" We would ‘direct attention to the ad-
vertisement of the * Creole.” This strongly

built and swift steamer will keep up a weekly
cominunication with the States. through ths
winter, touching at Eastport, Belfast, Frank-
fort,
made her trip safely dyring the last week,
which was.as roagh and stormy a week as we
have any reason to expect for the winter.
accommodations on board this steamer are
capital, those for ladies as many think superior
to those of the Admiral.
prising cwners every success.

Thomaston and Portland, Me,. She

Tha

We wish the enters. «

[ Brother Mutch returned from his Co'~

portage tour to Charlotte County on Wednes-
day last, and having renewed his stock leftou-
Thursday for Norton, from which place after
a few days, he intends to proceed, if agreeable
to the Committee, to Dorchester, Sackville,
Ambherst, &c.

'

Oor friends east are acqudinted with bro~

ther Mutch and with the character of thewerk.
in'which he is now engaged; and will not need
therefore: our-appeal to extend their sympathy :
and aid. - Brother Mutch's sales in Charlotte
County amounted to about £36.

Lerrers Receven.—John Fillmore, witlv'o

remittance ; Charles C. Whitnie, do. do.; Rev.
John Chase ; Mr. David Stewait, with remite
tance ; Rev. James Reed, with remittance; Ag
C. Hammond. . The Library for which M.
H. enquires'we have not, but
ed for £17 10s, casi.

‘it can be gbt,a'm.-

‘We would remark that the above list of
age-Man al-

€ orcesyonvence.

niture-or some such thing or they conld never|

=

hear the pressing demands now made upon|
christians for pecuniary means with which to
propagate the gospel and'do nothing or next to
nothing the year. reund for the Church and for|
the cause of God. James properly says of the
faith of such ** It is deud being alone.” * But

, that faith vyitl;l-dk

out works is dead.” ™,
But how is such a- state of things to be re-’
paired?. We reply by discipline, wholesome
gospel discipline ! Set up the banner of Christ,
promulgate hislaw, enforeeit. 1f a man will
not submit-to that law, let nio Church counte-
nance the deception he is.pr nh

according 10 their inherent ‘value, LN
(that are made known to'us in the Gospel are
of more worth thaa all ofher things put
ther. They are man’s recovery from
holiness, fr
and fellows}
which this;is

{than the angels, that he may t
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(Hasrews it. 8. How shall we escape it

we neglect so
“Wisdom leads

s possessor to regard things
 Those:

grcdx a salvation?’
t

b

from spiritual  alienation to union,
iip with God.  “Tlie lll,'ﬁlbi K
his, ted brings before us the whole-'
scheme o 'Wfd»nbip. Jesusis tba"de_fowdr;
te_death for

that he should get tc heaveu ; if others failed,{but it is_to be .a free-will offering agreeably|self; nor allow the infection of his insubordi.|man

X,

and bring in_everlasting rxi&i
it

it was their loss, not his. ‘I'his was about the{to the Scripture! of truth ;. and-every mem-|nation to corrupt and destroy’ others, - It} o*fqﬁf all and upon all them that befieve.,
spirit he manifested.  On the whole, I felt nofber deficient in_this_matter, ought to be.dis<|Churches. shink to te‘qpife‘*'!ﬁw\’nnd honesty | The Holy {gpirit ‘descends in the dark and '
disposition to be a Shaker after I had in their members, they must be true aid honest|corrupt mind of man, and gives light and,

sden|ciplined by gospel rule,” {
.} A willingness that caunot meet, and a re-
fractoriness that will not are ensily distin-
guished ; and we do not think that a ma-
ity of a Christian Chureh “wiil be apt to
coniound them, or that they would allow the
penalty of the latter to rest. the former.
m}pmtut,o{ some  that tl W}_
with theMinister employed by,

this strange people at Lebanon.

ndnéss and health.  These
and solemn relations, and
nsibility. - Tn the comit

as'a Church. A magistrate should be the last|sc
lone to break or conuive: at the infraction of

the law. of which he is appointed a guardian
* the ground and pillar 6f the truth,”

¥

place him in

Grear INVENTION.—A recant number of
the Scientific American contiins an engrav.
und,degcﬂw.igq_‘_ & newly-invented swinging
cradle, which can be made to swing . back and

| hours, without stopping, by

forth for severa |
means of clock-work, = The machine alse

i

.

ga!«s‘i tupe to soothe the little one, and ei-{at all relevant to the case. Thisis nota
cibally does all the busitiess of putting hirn. relating, 0. them ; , 4,48 Dot o
to sleep. - Itis the invention of L. F. Whitta {Ghurch relatton.  If they
; k"\"gmmh‘ o .ﬂ.”. ) \, ; Y “'. Y m‘« .-“' :
v tﬁ’r‘ *%m npadcin tha:} y' ;
i 'W d “};;Uf the
the years 1814, 1815, and 1816, occa-| and thus makes do
3 ¥as Mﬁ”ﬂ-ﬁ‘“ﬁ’m» : "“u {w <o
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