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| EVENING THOUGHTS, - 
How syifty passes time away! 

Another short and anxious day 
Is numbered with the past: 

Nake shooting stars the minutes fly, 
A hey just appear. and quickly die, 

"I'lie weaver’sshuttie cannot fly as fast. 

The sable eurtain of the night, 
{hat intercepts day's cheering light, 

Again is spread around; 
Darkaess throughout her wide domain, 
Resumes her delegated reign, 

«nd ¥erthe nations spreads a gloom profound. 

“Since from the n'ght's serene repose 
Of dreatny slambers I arose, 
‘How short the time appears | - 

Yet since that time an earthly day: 
las dawned, declined, and passed away, - 

Shortening the measure of my future years: 

How rapid i is the flight of time ! 
~The thought how solemn and sublime, 

That spon. its course will end ! " 
Its anxious cares, delusive joys, 

“ Deceitful prospects, gaudy toys, 
ppd, faithless hopes but to the grave extend. 

Late 's changing scenes will agon be o'er, 
, and be no more, 

i itor oluive MECH ne, 
Shall fill the embraces of afiniy. 

0, awful ord! 
Who but the univ rsh sina 
Its‘ meaning fa now? 

Frail mortals canoot comprehend 
"Duration that shall never 2 

3 ma with eternal joys or erplless woes. © 

it US ait be this lot of all 
Who on this terrestrial ball, 
f pm oad ‘home, — 

10s plied lig 

Eiernity ! 

ino of ahi God of Nive, 
Wha reigaest in 
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|selling Mohammedan slaves, and therefore 

h Ber pce SE come. = 

U5, heavens above, | ; 
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prepared for by any previous account. 
tled habitations, ownership and cultivation of 
the soil, manufacture of iron, gold, and cotton 
goods, fortified towns, grades i in spciety, res 
sponsible government, and even the institu. 
tion of domestic slavery, that truest type of*an 
advanced state of civilization, present them 
selves to our astonished view. "The fortifica. 
tions are rude; mud walls and stockades, and 
the huts nearly as bad us some of those of 
the poorer Irish, but more cleanly. Of the 
fortifications it may be observed, that they are 
adapted to their use, and perhaps more tena 
ble, considering the means of attack, than the 
tor(iications of Paris when assailed by all the 
modern appliances of civilized warfare; and 
as to the huts, their superiority over the Irish 
depends in a great measure, we opie, on the 
fact that the climate is intolerable, and has 
saved them from English dominion. A more 
intimate connection with that Governmem 
would adjust the equation of the social desti- 
ny of Irishman and African, 

‘T'his description applies to the African na- 
tions or tribes along the coast, some of which 
are farin advance of others, and all of whieh 
are in advauce of the tribes in the interior, 
wha are inaccessible in general 10 Europeans. 
The former are divided into several distinct 
nations. Most of them are Mohamm 
forbidden by their religion from holdi 

al rule, the powerful tribes of | 
gion, aud even the weak cones, cunuot 
slaved, The prineipal tribes at the Gambia 

or Felatabs, I'he Mandingoes are the y Ad 
~|ed class—the proprietary, as they woul 

They rent out their lands called in England. 
to the Foolahs to feed their flocks, and 10 other 
neighboring tribes for agricultural purposes. 
For themselves, they ore addicted to aristo- 
cratic parsuits—war, excess and idleness.— 

frally mechanics. 
‘The Foolahs are not all edgagad ‘in herd- 

ing ; one section of them are given to war, 
~ |and.perhaps a live. plunder. But the greater 
agricultural section forms a very interesting 
= Their traditional habits, sports, fes- 

, &c., are no doubt national aud charac- 

Sn into twe 

and the Sonna- 

i, insta. 

are the Joliffes, the Mandingoes, the foolahs 

T'he Joliffes, the remaining tribe, ate said to 
be intelligent and well looking, and are pg Tr and a wore fruitful one is war.— 

but approach European nations so 
rrr Ary and a view to taste in 
ro, do hacome interesting to the bangle 

1 he natives for various articles of ‘wear, with 

oh lg cpiion ho whe o 4 | the 

: , who adhere strict. 

nd bron rota 
ia ty 3) or, hE a Set d fl 

And iv this jnstance we see what we were Dots lthe jssué— whether yaccination was good or passu, for while the former is flourishing the 

Set- bad, safe or dangerous—but whether it did, 
not infringe on the constitutional right of the 
council. We find, however, that the logic 
did not prevail ; nor are we informed whether 
the Sonnachees—the patriotic ram-drinkers 
—resigned in a dudgeon or not. 
stance this extreme sacrifice was rendered un- 
necessary ; for as soon as the council and 
king, after grave deliberation; decided in fa- 
vor of the sanatory reform, the lady mammas 
scampered off to the woods with their sable 

Perhaps, indeed, the opposition was pursued 
to extremes: with the yiew of showing the En- 
glish, who did everything, and said every- 
thing, concluding their prayers in the name 
of ber gracious Majesty, how much more cir- 
camscribed were their rulers and how much 
mare securely their libériies were guarded. — 
However that may be, the reform is progres- 
sing, and by degrees the mammas and the pa- 
triots are yielding to its salutary influence. 
The laws of the Africans in respect to 

debtors are stringent and severe. and here is 
the fountain and spring of the domestic insti- 
tution of sluvery. If the debtor fail to satis- 
fy his obligation he becomes the chattel of his|p 
creditor, and once -a slave, he and his off-] T 
spring are slaves fer ever. Not alone this, 
but yu many instances, if the debtor himself 
escape, any of his family or relations, or even 
tribe, can be ** held to servige” with his pro- 

vfor ever. These are id laws, but they 
era nore croel than: a man 
of woman for peity larceny, stealing 2s. 6d. 
worth, and ‘such was the law in England 
within cur memory. Further, the African 
law has had a far more salutary effect, for 
there prevails among the ‘mercantile commu- 
nity at the Gambia tH most perfect sense of 
security, and no where in the world is proper- 
ty more secure than among the African po- 
pulation. 
We have mentioned one source of slavery. 

Every captive taken in war becomes théreby 
a slave forever. The victor can hold him or 
sell him at his leasure. And in | tr the 
plea that he is a Mahommedan will not avail 
him. In the din and tumult of war, there as 
elsewhere, the voice of justice, ‘merey and 
truth is unheard. 
The commerce of these.settlements is ra- 

pidly i increasing, and promises a ri h return 
to those who engage in it. emand of 

mn articles of virgu, is scarcely to be satis- 
1, and there is no doubt but ihe productions, 

of t yg which are absolu ely ‘without 
i had in exchange on term ‘most 

i t the ole be 

es from Axi 

In one in-/ cotton, beads and trinkets, they would be ac- 

angels to save them from the profanation.—| 

latter seems sadly unprosperous, and the na- 
‘tive strikes abalance between the sailor and 
the missionary, somewhat ‘neutralizing i in its | 
effects. The association is, he thinks, a bad 
one, and while he wishes ardently for cheap | 

ceptable tahim on their own merits, while'no 
doubt, he ‘comes to’ appreciate the 
Ward of , he will "find it sufficiently con- 

junets. 

brute nature in all the untamed majesty of the 
clime, softened by a back-ground of verdure 
and forest grandeur. But we have consider- 
ed the paper in a diffe rent point of view, and 
shall not follow he writer into this agreeable 
fiekl of inquiry.=~ New York Tribune. A 

* Curious Customs of the Japanese. 
The Japanese shine® like the Chinese,’ in 

monstrosities. They can dwarf trees so well, 
that in a little box four inches square, Prési- 
dent Neylan saw growing a fir, a amboo and 
a palm tree in full blossom. Or they hyper- 
Loop pes if they please, until a radish is 

large as. a boy six years old.— 
ga rh owever small, are always laid 

£8 in handsome style, and pach is adorned 
with a tem ple, not. a mere ornamental sum- 
mer hou bg the real shrine of a household 
god. ue! ‘this garden walks theJdady, and 
reigns ith few flowers. She takes these 
po segpiods sha fixed in 7 recess of ‘the 
apartme ands; and is engaged upon 
her nosegay, An act of taste? Ob, dear, 
no; every drawing room in Japdn has such a 
shelf with flowers upon it; every lady enter- 
ing who found her husband there, and meant 
to take a walk with him, would in the first 
place, make the nosegay talk, andsay; * The 
wife and husband are alone! togetfier.” @ If 
company arrive, the flowers must. be other- 
wise adjusted ; the ion - of every flower, 
and even of green leaves an that. boquet, ds fix- 
ed by custom, whieh is Jew, to vary with the 
use to which the rooms pat. 5 0 1 
Oueof the most difficult and neeessary parts 

of female education in-dapan, is to acquire a 
perfect k of therules laid dowd in a 
large book or the phe oo Dé Hihifgeeing 
{roum ay, ‘in am fita 
case. Itisun the’ 
to ladies’ sdhools, 
reading romp Rm: 
England) 0 te 
necessar 
training in (roti Remote 1 Bow 
proper for ev a, gocany i koiot hy 
whale sdlpe an tice of good br ge lag, 

vincing and ax br without the ‘other ad- | 

The scwibwer furnishes a sublime picture of 4 


