
A fireat Change Je 

Every age has Ws peculiarties. Changes of] 
the deepest interest are continually occurring 
in the maturaliand moral world, aud while 
there is a | uniformity in the course of! 
evonts to enable us to anticipate froin the past 
what will be in fature, the alterations are sof 
great as to surprise and astonish. Progress is 

all 

the watchword of the present day, and whats 
ever has not this fascinating inscription on the 
fage of it, is accounted stale’ and unworthy of 
attention. ~All progress, however, is not im- 
provement, and everything is not necessarily 
the best. The more valuable may be thrown 
aside to give place to some. novelty; which, 
anits'turn is to yield to another ghunge, and 

ay be in the downward road of luxury, 
efleminacy, and the greater depravation of 
sentiment and morals, In ‘evervihing of a 
moral nature there isa tendency to deterioate. 
Communities and individuals as they advance 
“from small beginnings, and increase in wealth 
and power Liecomd more corrupt, luxurious 
and worldly. This.may not always be the 
case, and we many contemplate many honor.) 
able aud happy exceptions, €laiming our de- 
vout gratitude to the Author of all good. 

A. great change has taken place 1 the em. 
ployment of the highest genius and talents,] 
noldess noticeable than that in the mechanic 
arts and the various branches of. industry. — 
In past ages, brilliant powers sought to display, 
themselves ana*secure admiration . by feats of 
arms and military exploits; Everything was 
pugilistic. Wrestling, boxing, fighting, cun- 
ning and artifice in circumventing and des- 
troying the fae were the highways to fume and 
glory, The cestus and the. gauntlet entered! 
into every. amusement, and the play-ground 
was an arepa.of blood, ‘I'he Crasades moved 
all Europe, and vast apmies were seen coming 
up upon the breadth of the earth, us if the 
world had been one great slaughter-house.— 
Promotion and renown were sought on the 
battle-field, and the most bloody warrior, if 
sucé¢essful, was the most praised and honored. 
Knight and chivalry ws ny thé names of 
multitudes who were distinguished chiefly for 
the cirnage and. destruction poured around 
them. A single example of one'whom histo- 
ry has immortalized, may suffice. ' The Che- 
valiey Bayard lived in the tiine of Ferdinand 
of Spain and Louis of France, It is said of 
him that like Leonidas at Th alye, orthe 
Roman Cocles who defended a bridge against 
the whole army.of Porsenna, Bayard delended 
a similar passage against an army of Spani- 
ards. *“ Withian eye that seemed to lock out 
trem. every partof his body, atthe same time,” 
says the historian, “and a hand anda weapon 
that seconded admirably everymovement of his 
eye; he beheld, and foiled his assailants, 
crowding in on every side.” He mowed then 
down to bloek:up the narrow gorge which he 
defended, or hurled them into the riverto pe-| 
rish in its sweeping. flood. For this and. si- 
milar feats his name has np 
throngh all subsequent time. nks to a 
kind". het genius and talents hawe 
found a different scope in our day. - They 
have token a new direction, and are acquiring 
laurels which shall never fade, but shall flour- 
ish-with inéreasing freshness and beauty thro’ 
all coming time. Useful inventions, the art 
and the power of doing. good, anc benefiting 
to the utmost a world lying in wickedness, 
are assuming their 
timation, and ing the just meed of praise. 
Rabert Raikes, the author of Sabbath Schools 
may well be contrasted with. Leonidas, or 
Chevalier Bayard. He stood in the breach 
and did much to save not a kingdom, but. 

their-proper place in human es-| 

world from a host of erimes spreading des:{not our help 
truction in their pr . "The originator of 
Bible, Sirmonenctiiaiis ~ Societies ; the 
nv i of steam ‘navi the power. 
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than in destraying them its inhabitant 

'he light which dawned on alvary . a 
whichhad been darkened by the smoke of th 
pit, broke out afresh in the reformation in th 
sixteenth,century, and is spreading its cheer 
ing beams over the earth, The missionary 
of the cross, armed with the simple weapo 
of the Gospel, is subduing the nations to the. 
Prince of Peace. Behold him. wn. the darkest 
regions, planting the standard of Immang 
lon the strong fortresses of the enemy, and t 
stoutest hearts yielding to the melting strai 
of divine mercy. Men of rank, and wealth, 
and power are bringing their talents and lag- 
ing them at the feet of Jesus. Savage tribes 
and pagan devotees are quitting their leroy 
and their idols, and receiving a meek and qui- 
et spirit, and soming to worship together in 
the temples of Jehayah. * Sha rough places 
are being made smooth, and the erooked ways 
straight—instead of the thorn there'is comin 
up the fir-tree, and instead of the brigr the 
myrtle, apd it shall be for a name and a praise 
in the earth,” Such and so glorious are the 
changes in prospect, that soon will be witness- 
ed the realization of the animating declara- 
tion, ‘“ Behold 1 create a new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness, 
but be ye glad and rejoice in that. which F 
create.” ) 
~ 

Hotives fgg Giving. 

our™enevolent societies—an agent uot now 
in the field—made quite a sensation in all the 
assemblies which he addressed, by dwelling on 
the remunerative results of giving to beneua: 
lent objects. He had collected a great varie: 

theme, and gave them with such rhetorical ac- 
companiments as made the most of then, in 
the impression upon the asudience— even to 
the extent of raising in the minds of ‘some, 
doubts of the literal ‘truth of the recitals.— 
This mode of presenting the subject seemed 
to be eminently successful for a time, and yet 
it wus. followed witlr such more remote re- 
suite, that the experiment will probably not be 
soon to peated. 
Now it is clear, that there was a subetras 

tum of truth in those representations—that in 
the providence of God, temporal blessings are 
oiten connected. with the beneficent habits of 
liudividuals ; and there is even a natural tens 
dency in such habits to outward thrift. Bat 
there-is danger in exaltig a secondary monve 

special danger of too much exalting this mo- 
live, since it appeals to the very selfishness 
which we wish to subdue. It is ‘not conso- 
nant with the wisdom of God, te hire men to 
acts of charlty, and pay them in- their own 
cai. There is a class of interesting facts 

bath-keeping, from which every. good man 
tmay draw edification. Yet these are not the 
reasons why we should keep the Sabbath. 
Soof th¢ secular resalts of beneficence. - The 
Beriptuges sometinies speak of them—enough 
to satisfy us that we Shall be no losers by our 
benefactions—but they give no prominence 
to them, among the motives to benéficence. 

‘The main motive presented in the New Tes- 
tament is the love of Christ, who though ‘he 
was tich, yet for out sakes became peor, ‘that 
we through hispoverty might be rich. Newt 
tothisis the fact that ovr oon sanctification 
is promoted by our aets of benevolence.” We 
are required to exercive ourselves’ in doing 

» that thereby we may become more the 
1 of our Father in heaven, who dc 

good to the evil and unthankful. God needs 
in feeding the poor; but he en- 

gages usin it, in order’ 10 make us beneve 
lent like himself. Becaase it is more blésse 
to-give than to receive, be lays. on us 4 liw 
thit secures our giving; and he does. it in 
greater kindness to us than to these who a 
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4|out which onr Christian progress wauld be 
{sadly defective. This being the case, our 

CN years ago, one of the agents of one of} 

ety. of ‘anecdotes or facts, illustrating his 

to the place of a primary one ; and there is a’ 

under the head of the secular benefits of Sab-{ 
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among our mos important means of ghace— 
means not to be dispensed with—means with- 

own spiritual good, to be secured by our be- 
factions, should be held forth as a hiine 

ive for our beneficence: And if this be 
a leading reason. why we should give, we see 
the great adaptneéss to the end of thatrule of] 
action given by Paul inl Cor. xvi. 1,2. For 
if the sole purpose were to train a BaKOR. 19 
such habits as'should enlarge the heart wir 
love to God and man, we seq. it exactly adapt- 
ed to the end. It requires one to enter at 
once on systematic habits of giving; to re. 
peat his gifts as often as once a week ; to ex- 
tend them to.the limit of the ability which God 
gives; to recognize God’s hand ib all his gifts 
from week to week ; to deposit the gifts on 
the Sabbath. out ofa heart warm with praver 
and praise; and to make the Sabbath devo- 
tions tributary to a more effective giving, . 
the gifts tributary to the devotions. Thus we 
see the blended wisdom.and goodness of God 
in the very structure of this role, aiming to 
the promotion of our growth in grace. = And 
they, who treat this rule as a nullity, are ne- 
glecting a means of spiritual growth which 
they can il afford te lose. ~ God has appointed 
that his children shall have their spiritual 
thrift by this means. We might alinost as 
well blot out the Sabbath from the calendar, 
and resolve that we will go. on our way to 
Christian perfection without the advantages 
of the sacred rést, as withous the advantages 
of this mode of cultivating active benifieence, 
— Presbyterian. 

* Apostolic Succession.” 
| This is the title of a pamphlet of about 40 
pages, by Dr. Noyes, pastor of the Roger Wil- 
liams church, Providence. Tt is a cutting 
production, and will be read with very great 
interest by all those who desire to know on 
what grounds the extravagant claims of Epis- 
copacy to the unseemly pre-eminence it as- 
sumes, are set up. ‘The work abounds in 
quotations from the Scriptures, and also from 
the Christian. fathers and other early writers: 
We make the following extract from its, 

* It (Episcopacy) makes the spirit of reli- 
gion subservient to. its form; whereas the 
doctrine of the New ‘Testnment is. that the 
form is less than. the power. Here: is a sin-| 
cere, faithful, zealous and aseful minister of 
the Gospel, and from the best light be has, he 
supposes himsell qualified to preach the Goe- 

nestly believes that the subject of uninterrup- 
ted apostolic succession is a perfect maze, 

his ordination back so far. Episcopacy says, 

when he attempts to perform any ministerial 
duties, be is guilty of profanity ;* and in ae- 
cordance. wish this view, ajl English dissenting 
ministers, and all. ministers of *American’ 
churches, that are not Episcopalian, are ex- 
cluded from Episcopal palpits : as their preach 
ing would profane the sanctuary of God.  * 
Thus Episcopacy tells us- that. the greatest 
ait ly 5 ever shone - : or America 
—like Calvin, Luther, Zuingle,” Armivius, 
Baxter, Doddridge, Hall, Payson, Cary and 

kind of profanity for which God smote king 
A» 

a 

‘this man is an unauthorized, teacher, —- 

and in doing so they. were guilty of the same| 
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er.. I need itto give me strength to quicken: 
my laomaishing graces, 16 enliven my affee- 
tions, to vitalize my relations to the church, 
and to spiritualize all Wy.conversation. 

[ Must Pray. More. I am in a world of 
sin; unhely influences are pressing me on 
every side. ' The ‘spirit of the world assiils 
me at every step; in all the domestic, social, 
and business relations of life, F meet it and 
feel it, and without more prayer, 1 shall yield 

is Alas, T'have yielded: am still yield- 
ing, and there is ne alternative but more pray-. 
er! T.must pray more, or be swept down by 
the tide. Lord, save, or T perish! 

I WiLL Pray Moge.—A good resolution? 
May I have grace to keep ww! low many 
such have been broken! Let me, then, first 
of all, pray for grace to do whit I see needs to 
be done. And let me remember that it is 
prayer that T need, communion with God{ in. 
tercourse with heaven, fellowship withthe 

y Spirit. * 1 need the penitence, humility, 
self~abasement, and selffrenunciation which 
prayer alone can secure. I need the faith, 
and hope, and love which prayer alone can 
awaken. aie 

I will pray more, then, because it is my 
duty to do so. Xam morally and spiritually 
'wifit to engage in God’s service as I'am. 1 
have reason to fear that my offerings nray be 
an abomination into the Lord. But my ebli-. 
gation to serve God remains. 1 ought to do 
¢'iristian duty, and bring my gifts to'the altar. 
And God is wating to be gracious ! willing 
to give his Spirit to those who ask him. 
Then 1 ought, and must, and will pray more 

for others, ‘or my family, friends, the ‘charel, 
the world, and ‘especially for my pastor /—. 
Alas, how have I forgotten him of late; Lord, 
take not from me thine [Toly Spirit! Restore 
unto me the joys of thy salvation, and upholl, 
me by thy free Spirit. Then will 1 teach. 
waMsgressors thy way, and “sinners shall be 
converted unto thee. ©, teach. me and heip 
me to pray. My fainting and inconsistent 
heart turns to thee. O, strengthen me with. 
strength in my soul. 

Zrau vor Gop.—The celebrated Edmund 
Burke; once said, ‘“ History was philosephy 
teaching by examples.” It isa beautiful aud 
striking’ definition. We would use: it in 
speaking of ‘the lives of devoted servants of 
God, but with the phraseology alittle altered -- 
** History is.Christianity teaching by exam-- 
ples.” And. in no way is true Christianity 
more effectually tanght, except perhaps, by 

pel as the New Testament requires. He ho- [those '* living epistles,” mentioned by an apos- 
tle. How often has it roused the flagging 
energies of God's people, and slfamed their 

and that neither he nor.any one else can tracesselfishness and cowardice, to read those sim- 
ple and vavarnished accounts in the saéred y 
volume of the zeal of Paul, the love of ‘Mary, 
the disinterestedness of Moses, or of all these - 
as they are combined in perfection and deli. 
neated in the history of our great Exemplar. 
fo when reading the life of a Payson, a. 
Brainerd, a Taylor, a Shermrn, a M'Cheyne - 
or a Page, what sincere Christian has not felt 
himself reproved for his lukewarmness, and're- 
solved anew to. lead a holier life, and glorify 

footsteps of those sainted worthies. 

it hath bridled the y 
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The following are the concluding remarks 3 
‘Now while we are ever willing, to extent 

we 
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