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If this is fot acrime * to be punished by 

earthly judges,” those who are guilty of it 
ought well 10 consider, how they can answer 

for it before * the Judge of all.” But who 

steals preaching? Not the poor members of 

4 congregation, who have nothing to pay.-- 
«"T'o the poor the gospel is preached without 

money and without price.” There is, there 
"certainly ought to be, no house of worship but 

that is open to the poor, as well as the rich. 
No church of any denomination, .eoeuld'by 
vote, Or any equivalent action, shut them out, 
and not be held up to public reproach, I 
‘knew they are virtually shut out {rom some 
aristocratic congregations, and I-may, per- 
haps, have a few wordstosay about it another 

time. SEAR ; 

Stealing preaching may seem a_harsh epi- 

thet when applied toany body. Itis not one 

of my own coining, and 1 am sorry there 

should ever have been any foundation, in this 

Christian land, for such a charge. In com- 

mon parlance, those 0 wi y h Mops 

ing ing, who ordinanlg attend public 

we hp iho c.: to which they 
s to belong, and though quite able to 

contribute their just proportion for the support 

* of the gospel, refuse to pay any thing. Some 

' such there are, and they are of two classes.— 

A few, in some denominations, take the 

ground, that the gospel ought to be preached 

without pecuniary charge to apy body. With 

them, preachers who receive salaries, are 

+ hirelidgs,” ** dumb dogs that cannot bark” 

without being paid for it, This class, L be- 

lieve, is amaller than it was thirty years ago, 

. and is sull on the decrease. The other class 

admit that ministers Have a just claim to a 

"comfortable support, but refuse to contribute 
any thing on various accounts, 
One man withdraws Bis support, because 

in settling the minister, he was not consulted 

as he thinks he ought to bave been, or. be- 

cause he preferred somebody else. Another, 

because the pastor to. whom. he! was oece af- 

tached, bas somehow offended : Another, 

because the new church was a few rods 

from where the old ove stood. Another, be- 

cause the miuister of his choicd bis heen dis- 

missed without any good rea Get who 

“they will, leis determined never to pay any 
thing more, although if be withdraws himselt, 
his family eonfinue to attend, ds before. Ano: 
ther, because somebody in the congregation 

has, as he alleges, cheated or igjured him in 

some other way—and so on, 
They do not certificate 10 another sect.— 

, “They continue to attend public worship, as if 
nothing had happened, or if not, as L said 

just now, their families do, but they pay ne- 
thing, or next to nothing for the support ef the 
winister. This, many of their neighbors, who 
are obliged to bear all the burden, will insist 
upon it, is stealing preaching, and I hapdly 
kuow howto rebuke them. oe 
"Now I confess, it seems to me, that whe- 

ther the epithet is too harsh or not, it is dis- 

‘honest, (or if anybody likes the term better,) 

it is spongiug money out of the society to re- 

ceive the benefit and refose to pay any thing 

for it. Ifa man changes his religious opin‘ 
ons, and io a regular way joins another sect,| 
there is nothing to be said. ‘To his own] 
master he standeth or falleth.” 
for the life of me see how it is honest, as be. 
tween man and man, for one who is able to do 
his share, and still continues to “ sit und 
the droppings ok the sanctuary,” and pay 
vothing. 3 
This is the more grievous and reprehensi- 

ble, when members of the a Pn a. 
ve ¢, as they sometimes do, 10 the gr 

poet religion, as well as to their own spi- 

#00, to complain of the con 

pow Bg co gh sg gr > 

J 

‘be regarded and treated as a disci 

But cannot] 

Sd 

fusing to help and support the gospel should 
plinable of- 

aha Ministerial Support. 3; 
The Morning Star, an excellent paper 

sustained by the Free-Will Baptists of the 
yo has published an excellent article on 
the preventives which deter intelligent young 
mer: from entering the ministry, From it we 
select the following judicious remarks: 
“It isthe duty of every young man, in con- 
yection with other things, te cousider whether 
the profession or employment in which he par- 
poses to engage bids fair to support a fariily | 

have families; but whatever sacrifice a young 
man may be disposed voluntarily to make for 
the cause’s sake, it'iscertain that no church 
has a right to do what would be tantamount te 
forbidding to mary. In fact, in this day, 
when there is so much wealth in the chureh- 
es, il they do not think enough of their ¥eli- 
gion to induce thei to support a an and his 
family, we thi 1k they ought to suffer 4 famine, 
—not a lack of bread nor of water,—* but of 
hearing the word of the Lord.” Some chus- 
ches, it must be allowed, dre unable to give a 
support even to. a single ‘tan, and many of 
such churches ought never to have been or- 
ganized. Some of these feeble: churches 
have, however, Leen the means of ordaining 
half a dozen ministers, and have sent them out 
inte-the world to starve or to do asthey could, 
while the chutch itself does not support asin 
gle one of them. But. were these feeble chur- 
ches, like the Jews, disposed to give the tenth 
of their income, they would not find it so dif. 
fioult to support ministers. Amongst the Jews 
ten men could enable a priest to live as. well as 
themselves. Now; we know. there are young 
men dmong us, wha would be-willing-to- make 
apy reasonable sacrifice for the cause of 
Christ, even to the giving up. of life itself; who 
do not feel that God calls them (o preach.to a 
Christian church, unless they can live as well 
as the average membership of that church— 
But seme of us old ones exclaim, ** What im- 
piety I” * We never thought about living 
when God called us 10 preach!” = Very well ; 
we have not lived very laxurioisly, and, per- 
haps, if we had thought a little more, it would. 
have been better for us. One thing, however, 
is certzifiz we now live in an age when, thoughts 
bubble up in the minds of young men at a 
serious rate. The mistakes of the past have 
afforded them a lesson ‘from which they will 
profit. No power inthe universe can prevent 
it. The great question must, speedily be set- 
tled, either in the affirmative or in the nega-} 
tive : is a Christian ministry to be respected 
and supported in a professedly Christian land 

ministers to be beggars, and live on charity, 
while the Lord’s chyrches.enjoy the fat of the 
land? Intelligent. enterprising and pious 
young men will be. governed, in relation to 
entering the ministry, by the practical. settle- 

minister is not a phi 
fine book is not a fine ) 
heart is the minister of the desk. The best 

Some Christians doubt if ministers ought tof, 

and by a Christian churck, or are the Lord's} 

Wesley appear in Harve, 's gaud) robes 1—| : 
Let every man be Liman fn be very 
indefinite word now-a-days. If you have the 

* |volume of water of Niagara, then you u ay be- 
{come a cataract, but a bucketful w 't an- 
swer. If you have electricity, you may afford 
to thunder, but not without. © = 

~The Living Sderifiee. 
The race of sacrificing saints has not yet 

departed from the face of the earth. 
ham was not the last believer who at | 
command laid a beloved child on God's al 
Such deeds of love are yet enacted. yi 
We have in our recollection at this moment 

one, who, like Anna of old “served God with 
fastings and with prayer night and day.” "To 
her, as unto Elkanal’s praying wife, a son was 
given, the son of many hopes. Ie was the 
subject. of baptismal vows and consecrating 
prayers. As he grows upto man’s estate, the 

tar. 

parent's eye beholds with joy the rising staff 
and stay on which her old; age is to lean when 
* desire shall fail, and the grasshopper be- 
comes a burden.” 

But at length a voice comes from heathen 
lands—the voice of, perishing humanity—the 
death-cry of dying souls; and with it cemes 
the command of God unto her, as she *‘ waits 
for the redemption of Israel,” Take now 
thy.son, thine only. son, whom thou lovest, 
and send. him to the place of which 1 shall tell 
thee ; the Lord hath. need'of him’ These 
seem at first, to be stunning words. The 
siruggle is a struggle of life and death; but 
the answer of faith is, *“ Here he is; do with 

crifice has. been made. The parting word 
has been spoken-amid heart-wrung tears and 
sobbings, and he has gone ““ bound in spirit” 
to heathen shores. 
When rhany weary months and years have 

rolled on, the tidings come to that mother’s 
ears from those distant lands, that God has 
owned the labors of" that son by a copious re- 
turn of blessings. Benighted souls have been 
enlightened ; the dead have been restored to 
life; ‘the darkened idolator has become awor- 
shipper of Abraham's God; broken-hearted 
penitents have been guided by. the widows son 
to the Saviour—his mother’s Saviour. "Phat 
stripling, whom her faith laid on the mission- 
ary altar, has become the spiritual father of 
many souls, and in *“ her seed” a whole heath.’ 
en people may yet be * blessed.” 
God!” she exclaims, with streaming eyes, 
and her **“poc og ogy with joy, 
“it is enough is endligh! let now thine 
hand-maid depart\in peace, for mine eyes have 
witnessed. thy salvation !” ai dv 

Lwill bless, Them. that bless Thee. 
© God has always shaped the- destinies of na- 
tions to suit ‘the prosperity of his Church ; 
taruing the hearts of kings, princes and peo- 
ple, to favor Zion as ber need. requires, or) 
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‘metals in that hot furnace. 

: ‘he said. Playful but not light; s a 
riment. 1 cannot see how th y can but not sour—imagi tive but not dram oi arm 

njoy communion, with' God and|using common words with uncommon power| Moab, ce,” while they refuse to do any)—speaking to you. as if he expected to con<{proud Ba support of that Joop, tm wie vince bis bbs bod with. | of beaven center. - What If they lout dogmatism— witty but “nat vulgar, 
rike you:lke the 
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~ |cept upon precept.” 
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him, Isord, as seemeth thee good.” The sa-|, 

“ Mercifal | 

The following remarks from the pen of the 
Tw, J, Cm om ino Wo co 
mend to the attention of our young readers, withthe Imope. that they way derive protable 

resent day, more han 
line upon line and pre- 

Tad 

** The eye ‘is a most beautiful and exqui- 
sitely constructed organ—the inlet of all our 
perceptions of beauty, color, syshimetry, and 
many others, to which we owe pleasing sensa- 
tions. lt is the avenue, hy which enters most 
of our knowledge of external hg and a 
great portion: of our enjoyment. Who that 
has looked at ‘‘ the heavens, the work of God's 
hand, the moon and stars which He hasor- 
dained,” and experienced the emotions which: 
these shining, moving orbs are fitted 10 awak- 
en, would part with an organ which was the 
medium of such revelations to his mind, of 
objects transcendantly brilliant in themselves, 
and speaking emphatically of uncreated glory ? 

~ Who, that has looked on *“ the human face 
divine,” whether it be the awe-wspiring vis- 
age of the veteran servant of Christ, or the 
freshness and beauty of youth, and especially 
the loved countenances of the domestic circle, 
from the infant to the matron, weuld volun- 
tarily, part with his eyes; or have them sealed 
agaiust the entrance of light, unless: the alter- 
native were voluntary rebellion against God ? 
And yet the eyes may prove the occasion of 
sin. Hence ‘‘ Job made a covenant with his. 

So also must every one who would main- 
tain his innccence. There are times when 
their use must be controlled—objects upon. 
which they must not fasten themselves—they 
must not be allowed to gaze; or they will be- 
come the inlets of sin the most polluting, of 
deeds the most bloody aud cruel.” 

The Ln-dwelling Word. 
Many blessed consequences flow from hav- 

ing the wor Is of Scripture in the, memory. — 
‘We cannot always haye our ‘Bibles in our 
hands ;. especially if our calling leads us to 

When you walk bythe way, good thoughts 
will be promoted, and evil ‘thoughts will be. 
shut out by some good word of God turned 
over in the mind. - Choose - your text in the 
‘morning with this view, = 
“When you are at work, you may derive uu- 

speakable and comfort from ruminating | 
on sore savory promise... Jt may, by the bles- 
sing of God, do you as much good as a sermon. 
When vou are at prayer, texts of Scripture 

inthe menory will aid your-devotion, by awak- 
ening right feelings, suggesting, seasonable 
requests, and pr ing to suitable expres- 
sions,  ‘Lhuns you: join “the Word of God 
and prayven’ ct o 

+ When you retire to rest, or lie: awake du-. 

ban prosper. fier be defrauded. Jacob of his] ps mcd hig) ™ 

blotting out of existence the nation that should] °rd¥ 16g, JONAS thaisiiie SwRetages of ime 
ment of this question. dare to raise its hand against.the Lord's an-|™¥ @ gracious pre «ang. y.say,.* [nthe 

nointed ones. Lu is awfully grand to contem-|™ ’ Fr with me, thy com- 
Style in Public Speaking. 'Plate‘the exactitude with which this declara-[forts delight. my soud.” 1 oo : 

The pithy weiter who calls himself  Old|tion bas been verified, **L will bless thea that| + Wheayou MONORY Daria han 
Gilbert,” in an essay on the subject of speech-| bless thee, and curse him. that curseth thee.” ys shy se se We Bablecime: bo, y 
making and preaching, gives some of his And itisa remarkable fact, that no or bs 1 baw, Him if ASP 

views in the following paragraph: = ~ |nation, since the call of Abraham; have lified| RR SOARS 
We confess oar likes foreffective pulpit{their hand to oppress or, maltreat ‘the true| 

style. A minister is not a pulpit essayist. A Church, and not, in their tarn,, fallen noder|®® 
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