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"THE FAITHFUL AFRICAN. fire—that healing light would burn yox as an 

The following anecdote is related in a ketch|ovew | Say aot, ** I donot see myself worse 
of the life of Eider Toler, published in the[than others. There is a fitness in things. 
“Lives of Virginia Baptist Ministers,” by What would comparison with others avail you, 

if you were wafied to the company of just men James B. Taylor. k 
[13 An aged brother, now connected with the made perfect, if you were not perfect 1—to 

the Saviour‘s presence, if you were not like omni church, in referring to the iatroduc-|th : tli 
ey of the gospel in his oh vicinity, by E- him {—to heaven, if you were not fitted for it 7 

der Toler, thus describes the particulars of| Say I trust [ shall get to heaven when 

his own conversion. Having spoken of a I die” There is a fitness in things. The 

journey he had taken to the south, he says: kingdom of heaven is not * within you,’ 

“On my return from Carolina it appeared to] While you live; how can you be fitted for it 

me that the world was turned upside down. when you ae dead? Nay, could you reach 

1 found the whoie family alarmed, and earn- the highest mansions of the blessed, how 

estly inquiring what they should do to be sav- should you be blessed, without their blessed- 
ness begun? Could you coma nearest to St. My wife and a favorite servant-man be- g ; 

came deeply concerned, and [ was left alone ;{ Paul, and St. John, who leaned on his Mas- 
. . ’ ° p . 

* my prejudice and enmity were raised to the ter’s breast; conld you have leave to go with 
' them on those errands of love, for which they utmost height. Though I would net go to rran 

meeting myself, I never opposed my wife and |are fitted by their likeness to the Lord, and 
shine next to those brightest stars ;—alas, for servant. | began to hate Mr. Tcler as the de-, 

stroyer of my peace. Mr. Pierce, and some|you! you are not Paul-like, or John-like, that 

.of his children professed to be converted, and| you should be a partner in their joys! 
What vain expectuticns are these! With- were baptized —among then my servant-man. : a 

When they told me of his conversion, I thought[ont the likeness of Christ, to see him as he is : 
i Without his image formed in you, to rejoice he was ruined ; and would have parted with| Wit 

him for a trifle. in h's worship and service! Withoat the es- 

¢ Cupit commenced exhorting his colored sential principles of blessedness to be forever 
blessed! Beside the throne of God and the brethren; I could hear him at all hours of the 

night, singing, and it tormented me. On a Lamb—amidst those who ** have washed their 
t robes and .made them white in the blood of Sunday might, I heard a loud talking in the 

15) 
” [9 kitchen, and went/round to the back door to the Lamb who have purified themselves 

even as he is pure’’—and yet in all your in- listen,—and lo, he was lamenting his poor ! 
master’s situation,—that if he died unconvert-|{purity | Where ‘“ nothing entereth that de- 

ed he would be eterna'ly miserable. Itraised|fi eth,” and yet in all your defilement? Ex- 
y pect 10 enter heaven on the score of justice or my anger to such » mtch, that I came 10 the 

sesolution that I would fext morning chastisefmerey;-but-on what score do you expect to 
be happy in a place, and company, and glory, hin for tus msolence.  I'hus I returned and 

went to bed. I have often wondered at the|'or which you are utterly unfit? 

goodness and forbearance of God. the false, true. 

“In the morning, by light, I took my whip 
and went to the stable, determined to execute 
my threat. The moment [ set my foot oa the 
sill of the door | caught his eye, fixed on me. 
He was « very humble man. ¢ Master,” says 
ke, ‘I hope you wont be angry: I want to 
talk with you.” Iwas disarmed in a moment, 
and told him he might say what he pleased, — 
I dropped my whip, and have not seen it 
since. He commenced with his experience, 
(the first I had ever heard.) I found some- 
thing working in my héart that [ never felt 
before, assenting to the truth of what he said. 
I was thoroughly convinced that if I died 
without just such religion as €upit had expe- 
rienced, I should be miserable forever. He 
broke out in a warm exhortation, and I wus 
obliged 10 turn away, lest he should see my 
tears, I returned to the house, and told my 
wife if she would get the Bible and call the 
family together, I would try to worship God. 
This was j-yfal news.” ” 

Eider Toler has gone to his rest; but in 
these aged disciples we see the fruit of his la- 
bors, while he published salvation to the pe- 
Fishidy, through a precious Redeemer. They 
%00, will soon sieep in death, and then there 
will be a joyful meeting. ®hergall will flourish 
in immortal youth, 
This aged African presents in his devotion 

to his Saviour an example worthy of imitation. 
How many for the coat he possesses, or some 
such memorial of earthly. greatness, would sa- 
crifice the deathless soul ; but he feels that all 
this honor is perishing, and that the Saviour’s 
love is iufinitely more precious.  O that all 
would seek the same precious Redeemer, who 
is able to save to the uttermost, and in. whom 
there is neither bond nor free, or distinction 
of complexion, but all one; and all who love 
him will shine together in eternal day. 

——— 

A Fitness of Things. 

Say, there wi} be no differ- 

and the wicked—they will inherit the same 
glory—be all gathered around the same throne 
—and all have part in the same song of praise 
to God andithe Lamb ;—alas! you are mak- 
ing a difference, which place and privilege 
cannot alter; you are making a gulf between 
vourself dnd blessedness; which you can ne- 
ver pass. There is a fitness in things. To 
all eternity, the unholy must remain unbless- 
ed. Should death this moment meet you as 
‘vou are, refusing the light and image of the 
Saviour, would you not refuse the glory, if 
your eye were to open on him—to behold him 
as he is—and must not you receive a misera- 
ble doom? 

There is a fitness in things. If you expect 
or intend, in a year or two, or ten, or twenty, 
or fifty, to enter heaven by the gate of death, 
then “ Be diligent to be found of him in peace, 
without spot and blameless.”— Nott's Ser 
mons. 

“[ do wish I knew how much Pa’gives to Cha- 
ritable Societies.” 

Lucy was sitting with her mother by a cheer 
ful fire one morning, when a hard rain had 
kept her, from school. The mother was si- 
lently employed with her sewing, while the 
sprightly little girl, about eight or nine years 
old, was amusing herself with looking over 
some pamphlets and periodicals, which lay 
among the books on the table. 

“ Ma,” said Lucy at length, ‘I have been 
looking through these names in the Missiona-. 
ey Herald, and Bible and Tract Reports, 
which uncle B. lends you and Pa to read, and 
I can’t find Pa’s name anywhere in the ac. 
count of the money that is given ; why don't 
he put his name down as Uacle B. does, and 
Mr. R., and Mr. G., and so many gentle- 
men 7” LE 
“I suppose, my dear,” said the mother, a 
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Suppose 

ence made hereafier between the righteous 

s|pleasant would it be to find those with whom 

why couldn’t you make some preity article for|to become weak and sickly. for the want of 
the Fair, ruch as Aunt B. makes?” °’ pg Ceoger TAREE OP 
“I haven't time to attend the societies, or ‘ n, we: have thrown: outithese hints 

to make such artiches,” saidthe mother, with-{upon a subject. of: vast aie it 
out raising her eyesfrom the elegantlywrought {will ‘be agitated: amongst us, until that im- 
collar, around. which she was placing a costly|provement shall take place, which every child 
lace. el of God must desive, and for which he must 
Lucy was again silent, and laying down her |pray.— Ch. Indez: 

book, looked mitently into the fire. Bye and 
hye she asked, * Ma, how long have you and 
Pa belonged to the church 1” 

“ Lucy,” said her mother, “little girls 
should notask so many questions.” 
“Well,” said Lucy, “I do wish I knew. 

whether Pa ever gives any money to the soci- 
eties, for ever since I. heard Mr. —s text 
last Sanday, * Thesilver and the gold are the 
Lord’s, I have been afraid Pa keeps.too much 
of 11.” 

God knows that the children of his profess- 
ing people will ask them questions! * He told 
the children of Israel what they should answer, 
when their children asked wherefore they did 
such things, they were to say. that the Lord 
hid thus commanded them to do. But God 
has no where told his people how they*should 
explain: their neglects or omissions of'duty to 
their children’; and hence, when youug minds 
(as prolific in inquiries as those of the young 
wandering lsraelitds) propose seeh qaestions 
as the above to their professing pareuts, what 
else can they say than 10 repeat the erroneous, 
and too common reply, * Children should not 
ask questions.” 

Co-operation with a Pastor. 
A Minister and his Church, if they act con- 

jointly, need never despair of being a light in 
the world, and of beholding others induced by 
their light to glerify God. But this is no less 
a supposition than that the minister, deacons, . 
Sabbath-school teachers, leading brethren, in 
short, all the church, are united to co-operate 
in the great duties of religion, to sustain the 
meetings for conference and prayer, and to 
walk together im all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord. There must be uni-- 
on of effort and of feeling in every church, 
there must be the cordiality of love flowing 
from heart to heart, or it canuot act efficiently 
and be prosperous. If there be a lack on the 
part of any, the whole body suffers, just as na-. 
turally, if one-member is injured. the whole 
body suffers. 
The whole church of Christ islike an army 

well disciplined«and officered ; and under their 
glorious Captain, the Lord of hosts, shall go. 
on to certain victory. ‘T'o the aid, everything: 
good 18 to be brought; talent, learning, elo- 
quence, experience, personal piety, and zeal ; 
parents, teachers. old Christians, young con- 
verts, male and female, all are to come up uni- 
tedly to the help of the Lord. Thisgeo-ope- 
ration 1s to he consta iri et pe] 
in the usual interests.of religion as in reviflls. 

Let no church despair of the Divine bless-. 
ing, which goes thas to the work of God. — 
Such light as. will then be reflected on the 
world around, cannot long be hid ; many shall. 
see it, and fear and turn unto the Lord. —- 
Morning Star. 

Feed the Flock of God. 
At the present day, when hundreds and 

thousands of young people are uniting them- 
selves with our churches, it becomes a matter 
of serious inquiry, How are all those to be so 
trained as that they shall be prepared for ex 
tensive usefulness? ‘T'hat we have not done 
for the lambs of our flocks, what was.incum- 
bent on us to do, is lamentably apparent in the 
almost hopeless inefficiency of many now num- 
bered as members of our churches. Who has 
uot felt his heart pained within him, when, in 
the social prayer~ineeting, he has feared to 
call on this or that brother to take a part ih 
the exercises, lest he should refuse? Aud 
who has not been subjected to the most pain. 
ful humiliation, when he has looked round for 
some brother or brethren, to lay to a helping, 
hand in the prosecution of some pious design, 
but he has met with the chilling reply, * we 
are ifcompetent, we are loo weak to engage. 
in such business.” GLY 
Now verily there is a fault somewhere. Is 

i in the piety of these individaals 7 This may. 
be the case, byt the want of intelligent piey| 
on the part of these persons may be the résult 
of their not having réceived proper attention, 
when they first became members of the church, 
Were théy then told that they had but just en. 
tered the school of Christ? Was it distinctly 
unpressed on their ininds, that the Bible must] 
be their constant companion? That they 
would be under the necessity of praying daily 
~of praying in the family circle—of praying 
at the social prayer-meetings? Or were they 
given to understand that it would be their pri- 
vilege to live a life of religious ease—to sub- 
ject themselves to no labour in order to pre- 
pare themselves for usefulness in the precious 
cause which they professed. to love ? : 
To our brethren in the ministry we would 
say most respectfully and. affectionately, il 
heretofore we have not done our duty upon 
this subject, let us now. attempt it, Let us 
see to it, that all our church members, espe-. 
cially those of them who are young, are mak- 
ing steady advances in the divine life. - How 

"A 'Mut to Despunding Ministers: 
ales, oo § . vb 
A fin minister who had been very suc-- 

cessful in his labors in the gospel vineyard, at 
length saw but very little fru attending his 
minigtrafions, To be useless; he could not 
bear<~his soul was howed down under the dis- 
courpging prospects around him, . Nothing on 
earth was so gloomy to him, as a spiritoal 
or sh ;for he had been used to showers of re. 
ormation and He cy, aud nothing else could 
satisfy his mind, Seeing no wdfn of 
the Spirit, no sinners converted under his 
preaching for some time, his soul was beset 
with desponding and melancholy: fears. 
While thus Siete inte hadrons a gentle- 
man hired him 10 work for lm, and the price 
of his labor, per.day, was stipulated. On in-- 
quiring what bis employer would. have him go 
about, he was informed he must go and bam-- 
mer a certain rock topieces.. ‘‘ That,” he re-. 
plied, “ wiil do no good for. the rock is large 
and hard, I could never break it to pi — 
“ Fhat is nothing to you,” said the gentleman, . 
“follow my direction, and Iwill pay. you your. 

“The laborer then went to work ; and though. 
it appeared an endless, and therefore useless’ 
task, he labored with diligence and. patience 
for the sake of his wages. After awhile, eon. 
trary to all his. calculations,, the mountainous. 
rock broke into shivers, on Bb 

. The minister saw that the dream. contained: 
instruction for | im ;.he felt the reproof, resum-- 
ed courage, and was again blessed with seeing 
the rocky hearts of many of bis hearers brok--. 
en. bythe hammer of God's word. . zl 

There is a fitness in things. There are 
_things so unfiited to each other, that nothing 
©an make them match. A fish cannot live in 
the air, nor a bird in the water. And will 
Mt the man without Christ's image be so un- 
fit for heaven, that his whole soul would: 
.uphappy? Say not, then, while you jefuse 

he transforming light of the gospel of Christ, 
# God is just and he will not banish. from hea. 

the little girl continued turning over the leave 

have his name published to the world with the 
amount of his charities.” 

thing into the plate; when we have collection: 
taken up for the missionaries, and the differ 
nt societies which our minister recommends 
The plate comes to our 

ven 80 8a i a sinne “4s | am.” There is a|half dollars, and two shilling pieces in i, and, 
sin things. If justice were to give your|l never see Pa put any. ing in.” : 

wed soul a place in heaven, you would| =“ Yonr father, Lucy, can't afford to be giv 
iserable amidst its. “glory—in| ing continually to so many different objects.”] 

tears amidst th joyful =n’ despair;| The thoughtful :and ligent littie gir 
# the thought of so wretched an eternity 1— {looked up from" her by Say not,‘ @ iful; and a upon the splen 
ibauish his belay oF we 
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of the pamphlets, “ your Pa doesn’t wish tol, 

“ Well, Ma, then why don’t he pat some-|e 

with bills and]s 

Preparalion.for Death... + 
el Whep you lie down at night, compose yo 
Spirits as if you were not to awake till ¢ 
{heavens be no more. And when: you awake- 
in SMhmdrhisacobsdeni wwe: ay as 

tilast, and live accordingly. = Sarely that 1 
sommsih 26 siiah rp er see-t 
ing, or that moraing of which you. w 

e the sin=|de 

we are sp closely connected, all ardent, all; 
desirous to do something to help forward 
might interests of Redeemin Air 
somplish an object. so desirable, pi 

irches must fecl that they 
along in a.cold, dosliutle 
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