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FESS RISERY OF SIRNERS. (stupid sinner 1° How RebuEFuiis (He phrase 
1 yunishmeat ;_bot punishment is|sounds! Rebellic aga st eho hs dvern- 

not the deading idea in the misery of sinners. ment is proved against thee ; rk od Intotlie place of that panishment, they bear |stupid. Jesus powred out his blood for thee ; 
wi em the worm that dieth not—ithe sinjand yet thou art stupid. Thou art one, over 
whieh they have let to grow uatil it is finished. | whose conversion the angels of heaven would 
‘Their evil passions and their remorse will not 
dié,; The lost will find their misery essenti- 
ally their own—esgentially from within—es- 
=. 27 from the power of finished and full 
grown sin, The same siaful passions which 

have made their most wretched moments or 
hours on_earth, will make the lost inwardly 
wretched for ever, "If there should be added 
no other causes of misery, they must be fully 
and ingonceiva ly. wretched for ever. “Their 
worm dh ik Wicked minds will prey 
inwardly on themselves for ever. 
But there is another natural and necessary 

cause. Sin grows inthe bosom of the lost, 
uhider the'jifluence of the God of this world, 
and in connection with the thousands deluded 
by his temptations; and another cause of mi- 
sery is its social condition, Amidst fallen angels 
and lost men. A bad neighborhool makes a 
bad man worse—more’ unhappy within him- 
self, and still more'unhappy from the wicked- 
ness which ‘prevails around him. A society 
formed of men who have become fully grown 
in sin—who' have employed the discipline of 
life==the lights of ealvation—only in promot- 
ng the growth and fixing the substance of evil 
passions! What a state of misery is this |— 
If you addte this conception, the company of 
the devil and his angeéls—spirits doubly lest in 
sinful passions<the conception is utterly over- 
coming! Alas¥ what think you will be the 
condition of that terrible society, where Satan 
shall rage—not now abroad, seeking whom he 
may devour—but at heme, seeking whom of 
the wretched, he can make more wretched ; 
where innumerable wicked angels and wicked 
men shall find their only employment in mak- 
ing their companions more wretehed : where 
the description of the misery of each is, *‘ their 
warm dieth not,” and of all, ““ their fire is not 
quenched ; where each soul burns with an in- 
ward fire, more intense, (because it receives 
and communicates of the furnace heat in which 
all glow together ! 

I confess that if this is all that is meant by 
everlasting fire; if fire be employed only to 
express the social misery of the lost—the mi- 
sery of each made intense by the misery and 
‘wickedness of all; even then is it terrible 
above all conception. O, ta be partners in fi- 
nished sin !—to be brothers in a brother-hat- 
ang family !—to be neighbors in a neighbor- 
hating neighborhood |—to be joined in a soci- 
ety with the cement of malice and envpl—to 
be lighted up, as a social body, withthe fire of 
univepsal discord !—to be fixed eternally in 
the focus of everlasting hatred | ~what furnace. 
heat ean be imagined to be compared to this? 
‘What idea of eternal misery can exceed this, 
towards which, every day, Satan is leading on’ 
the lost? 
The views already given are drawn from 

every man’s own experieice—(rom mine— 
yours. Every man knows, in degree, the mi- 
ery tawhich mere destitution of Christ’simage 
often leaves him in this world; and also the 
deeper misery from the exercise and cvnse- 
quences of allowed and "induldged sin. So 
wel} is this known, ‘as to become the chief ar- 
.gument in many minds, for the conclusion, 
2hat there will be no punishment hereafter. Lit- 
tle do they consider, how terrible the argument 
1s, from this, that there will be suffering hereaf- 
ter! Is&in, before it is fipishied—in a life where 
it has naf free scope—whee it is every where re- 
strained from venting itself — every “where hin- 
dered in its social influence and ii did 
found, in every man's experience, to bring.its 
own punishment? © Who, then, 1s willing to 
learn, by experience, what the death is, which, 
when it is finished, it must bring forth 7 One 
hour of suffering, because you have not Christ's 

oul hope in the atoning blood of the Lamb of 

rejoice; and yet, concerning this momentous 
subject thou art stupid. Hell yawns to en- 
gulf thee; heaven invites thee; in a short time 
the grave will enclose thy body, and if thou di- 
est as thou art, the world of despair will be 
the abode of thy soul. Every moment thou 
art exposed to such a dread exchange of 
worlds. And canst thou be stupid? Awake, 
stupid sinner! or thou wilt soon lift up thine 
eyes, ‘‘ being in torment.” 

A young lady who was resident in a mais- 
ter’s family, remained at home on Sabbath, 
and going to the library, she took from the 
shelf a volume of sermons. She glanced at 
this sentiment,—viz., that sometimes, when 
God is about to give a sinner up to hardness 
of heart he leaves him to unusual stupidity, — 
T'his truth awakened her soul. Reader ¥ may 
it awaken yours ere it be too late. 
Opposing sinner ! a word tovou! Why do 

vou oppose religion? What can you gain by 
such a course? Your neighbor, that stupid 
sinner, also opposes the truth of the gospel 
bat be does not so boldly unfurl the flag of 
hostility as you do. You boisterously pero- 
claim war against God.. You glory in your 
shame. Do net oppose the only system that 
can save you from utter ruin. Do not beat 
away the only life-boat that floats alongside 
your tossed and sinking bark. “Stop! poor 
sinner ! stop and think!” 
Awakened sinner! a word to you! The 

mercy of God is indeed great to you, if he has 
begun to show you something of your condi- 
tion. Had it not been for the Spirit's awak- 
ening influences you would have slumbered on 
undisturbed. But remember, you are awak- 
ened. If you are not a Christian, you are at 
this moment an opposing sinner at heart, how- 
ever much you may be awakened to a sense 
of your guilt and danger. Do you feel your- 
self 

“ Awak’d by, Smai’s awful sound ?” 

then, flee to Jesus without delay. Think not 
that because you are awakened, you are safe. 
Hell is peopled with those who on earth were 
awakened sinners. 

Distressed sinner! a word to you! Do net 
suppose that your distress merits any favor for 
you at the hand of God. If sinners suppose 
that because they are so much distressed God 
will have mercy on them, they contemn those 
agonies which were endured on Calvary,— 
Your increased distress. is the fruit of vour 
protracted rebellion. Do not, then, imagine 
for a.moment, that your, tears, and anguish, 
and. cries, shall be reckoned to make up any 
part, no, not the smallest fraction.of the ground 
of your acceptance with God. Your only 
source of hope can be expressediin three shor, 
words—faith in Christ. The language of 
your: heart must be. , 

© “Simply to thy-cross 1 cling ;” 

then all shall be peace between your troubled) 
soul and your offended God. 

Hoping sinner! a word. to you! Is your 

od? Ifso.l rejoices You will be kept by 
the power of God, through faith, unto salva- 
tion. But examine well, - You may have de- 

virgins, and ¢ ets ing sentiment, 

with your lamps.; Do you indeed, hope that 
your-feet are taken from the miry clay, a 
are eso yam the rock! . Then will you 
sing, ‘Oh, to.grace how great a debior |” — 

will you be constrajned to say—, |, 
“Why was Lmade to hear thy voice, 

o from the exercise or the consequences of. 
passions—nuay, one moment—has in it bitte 
ness.enough 16 give assurance and 
ing-ofsa worm that dieth not, and. a fire that 
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&f ceived yourself, , Read the parable of the ten| 

which i lisse thoroughpreparation for |p 
the hour of trial, . Take fit in. your vessels 
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oil and suffering ate the price of 
who will net endure, cadnot r 
and rejoicing—toiling and ‘a 
ing and exulting ate blended by 
law. It vs. the child of God that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious séed ; who shall 
doubtless return again réjoicing. 
He mast go. forth from "his sins. ~~ Every 
known transgression must be repented of, and 
abandoned. While we regard iniquity in our 
hearts, the Lord will not hear us. 806 long as 
we cherish a single sin, of whatever nature, 
we shall not succeed in’ spiritual endeavours. 
God requires honest hearts in his service, how-, 
ever imperfect. The Christian that would do 
good, and have its reward, must be filled, with 
the serious purpose of doing all of God" will. 
The spirit of entire and unreserved obedience 
is an essential element of christian character. 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do, must be 
at once the principle of exertion and the mea- 
sure of success. : 

. He must go forth from his closet Here 
lies the grand means of success. The spirit 
of earnest and importunate prayer—the bow: 
ing of the heart before God, ensures a happy 
result. All depends upon this, With this the 
christian laborer cannot fail of success; with- 
out if, he cannoy fail of defeat. 
He must go forth weeping. He must weep 

for his own backwardness and unfaithfulness. 
He must Tament the forgetfulness of the sins 
and the perils of the impenitent around him— 
his sad violations of solemn covenant engage- 
ments—his practical disregard of the impres- 
sive claims of his Maker. He should weep 
for the Master's honot. How is his glory dis- 
regarded—his law disobeyed—his. wonderful 
mercy in Christ Jesus.despised! The consi- 
deration of the awful tacts with which. he is 
conversant—the nearness and solemnity of 
eternity—the momentous issues of the judg- 
ment—all should weigh down the Christian 
with deep and tender anxiety. He must feel 
these solemn truths, till his heart swells and 
breaks over them. 
He must go forth determined to do all in his 

power. He-should feel that he is the steward 
of the Lord—bound by every possible obliga- 
tion to achieve something for his glory. d 
has required of him nothing that he does not 
expect him to do—nothing which it should not 
be his fixed and unceasing purpose to per- 
form. 
He must go forth bearing precious seed.— 

The means of spiritugl influence with which 

dn inevitable 

he-has been gifted, must be faithfully and per-} 
severingly used. He shuld bring to bear the 
mighty infloence of a holy example. He 
should alarm the ungodly, and dissipate their 
unbelief, by his own earnest and: solemn re- 
gard for eternal things—convinging them of 
their danger by. his constant anxiety, and their 
immense interest. by his overflowing zeal. = 
He mast go forth expecting success. His 

expectations will do the measure both of hs 
labor and its results, “ According to thy faith 
be it unto thee.” is ‘the rule of a Er ela 
He must have a definite object, and one which 
is felt, 10 be overwhelming. ‘He should keep 
before him the solemn. interests which are ine 
volved in his labors—all that concerns the 
eternal desting of men. He should carry his, 
eye forward to the judgment, and summon be- 
fore him its impressive incidents; and in thi 
view of them judge of the worth, of the 
we 144 which he labors. . 

t 

bors... Let him recall the sof Calvary ; and in the agonies of the 
of God, learn their infinite value, Le 
feel that the salvation of a soul is of more 
th than the creation of a world.. Let him, 
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A éreature is to be sustained. Te has gi- 
ren it all to: his’ le in ultimate possession =: 
and in such a way. that one individual's 
session does not exclude another's. Each has. 
1s good a title wid use of the whole inheritance, 
as if he were ‘the sele’ heir. Christ has lsh. 
|put each ode in’ présent possession of a’ small 
part of the inheritatiee upon a trial 10 see whe-- 
ther he will be faithful over a few things, that: 
he may be made ruler ever many things: He 
comes to ws and asks us to give‘a portion of 
what we have in hand, "forthe present occa: 
sions of publishing this gospel, ‘that he has put 
us in possession of a glorious idheritance ; ahd’ 
we close ‘our purses and hearts against the de-- 
mand. Bat why 1 We say that though we have 
immense riches in stocks and title: deeds, we’ 
have little ready money. * 'Phis isiraé. But 
Christ demands only a reaseaable proportion of 
the ready money, which he gives us.” ‘And he 
givesit to us to prove our willingness to impart 
of ity according as he has prospered us ; or ac-- 
cording tothe ready money which we have.— 
The wickedness and absurdity in the case 
consists of withholding tore than is meet, of 
whatiwe have in band; forithe sake of laying" 
up against a future day { when Christ himself. 
has laid up for that, and when we are supposed+ 
to have ldid up a treasure in heaven—laid up- 
in store a good foundation (that is fand) against: 
the time to come: 

If all ‘things are yours, where is-the need of? 
covetousness or avarice?’ If all things are- 
yours, why these-insane grasping after a part, 
a mere atom of voar whole inheritance? If 
ye had the-wealth of Cresus in the sarest of * 
all investments, and were then found: all ab-' 
sorbed in the caré”of a single sixpence, as if 
that were all your dependence, we should call 
you insane. hat then, if we see the heirs of 
all things shutting’ their hearts and hands 
against the Giver of all—vexing and exhaust-- 
ing themselves on some worthless patcly of their: 
patrimony—some mere shadow of a nothing—" 
unconscious-of the universal good Pu. Rec. 

We ‘would see Jesns.. 
A FRAGMENT. 

Twould sec Jesus, in prosperity, that her fa-: 
scinating light may not lead we 16 a dreadful 
precipice, but that. his good spirit may whis-- 
per to my, heart the noble inducements Chris: 
tians-have to devise liberal things; that1 may 
ever be saying, *“ What am I; O. Lord; that 
thou Molden it into my heart to do these 
things; when the earth is thine and the ful-: 
ness thereof ; it/is'but thine own which I re 
return unto thee 

T would see Jesus in adversity, because he is. 
a friend ‘born for-such a state; because when 
all the fallacions props of happiness give way, 
his i io name alone supports the building. 
I'would'see Jesus in adversity, that L might 

ibs 
- 

_|order my cause’ béfore him, for he has all pow-- 

treon the darkest circumstances. - 
 Twould see Jesus an health, thar T migy tien 
at Wis gentlest reproof ; that I may not be full 
and forget God, but bedevoted body as well as = 
soul to his praisé. © i hp a 
+ Twould seé Jesus in'sickness because heheal-- 
eth all A diseases; he alone dispenses ‘the’ 
balm of Gilead, he alone is the Physician there.” 
| Fwould see Jesus. in ordinances, for, what. ? 

er in heaven and on earth, £0 as to throw lus: 

he | are ‘ordinances destitate of him 7° As the bo- 
dy without the spirit. is dead, s6 are ordinan-' 
oe ag sii ‘He shews ti ves yl 
the lattices, he a s in all his:beauty, heis 
as dew into Rap ale shadow ofa greatrock:+ 
in a weary land ; his people sit under his shade 
with great delight ; his fruif is pleasant to their 

member that this isan object so great that|tasie.. They say continually in: of 8, 
jodhead thought it hal mort oR hE +* Make haste Q.my beloved; be thou like'a: 

take i . What can be. reater 1. What oung hart upon the mountains.” Lag a aa ; 
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