EXHORTATIONS

FOUNDED ON THE SECOND AND THIRD CWAP
TERS OF THE REVELA OF JESUS CHRIST

Cro rAe ApostLe JOHN.

THE LANGUAGE OF COMMENDATION,

1. For their labors (ii. 2, 3, 9, 13, &e¢.)
AWl are reminded that their works are known
—taken cognizance of.  The gift of a cup of
eold water only, to one to whom it wonld be
the most welcome gift, is noticed and repaid.
It is not unimportant what deetrines we hold,
but it is remarkuble how much more import-
ance is here attached to our actions. What
service we are rendering for Christ? - In what
way have we served him during the past week 1
(Matr. xxv. 37-42.) Here ure some whose
fabors increased (ii. 19.) Let us emulate
them. Let us have a high standard at which
to aim, even that of him who made it his°meat
to do the will of God (John iv. 34.)

2. For their patience (1.3, 19,8&c¢.) Does
our Lord and Master notice this, and is it
pleasing to him? Surely this is enough to
keep it in exercise. It is important by way
of example, and emineutly so on dccount of
the happy and Christ-like influence it exerts
npon us individaally. ** Let patience have its
petlect work,” &c.

" 8. For their liberality in the midst of po-
verty (ii.9,19.) We hear much of those
who give ** of their abundance,” bui little or
nothing of such as giye although in poverty.
Who wounld have taken notice of the widow
who cast one farthing into the Jewish treasury,
had he not done so whose eyes,are as a flame
of fire? ~ 1'hat penetrating glance discovered
that of the vast amount east in that day, this
was the largest sam-—comparatively so. We
are reminded. too, of the disciples in Macedo-
nia, (2, Cor. viii. 1, &c.) and of the great
¢ilt bestowed by them when in the depths of
poverty and affliction : contributing willingly,
and that, too, ** beyond their power,”” for the
necessities of their follow-saints afar off.
Brethren, let ns remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, that he himself said. [t is more
blessed to give than to receive ! '

4. For not enduring such among them as
were evil, and hating that which Christ hates
(1. 2-6))
does as Christ did, and who hates and opposes
that which he hates. ~ As a Christian congre-
gation, let us give special heed to the lesson
here afforded us, not toendure such as are cvil!
Brethren, do your duty; each one of you, to
muintain the purety of the body. When Cain
said, Am I my-brother's keeper? he virtually
denied that he ought to be soregarded. - We
profess to be each other’s keepers.. We bind
ourselves together under the Chief Shepherd
for the very purpose of keeping each other
from error in doetrine and in practice. Bre-
thren, if any one among you be seduced from
the truth, and oneof you turn him back, let
him who converts the sinner (his Christian
brother) from the error. of bis way, know’ that
he thus saves a soul from death, and covers a
wultitude of sins. - If a1y one of us wander,
{and which of us are not liable?) such an one
is to be restored in the spirit of meekness.
But let us guard against evil—against the first

toms of it, and all the exciting causes to

it.. One may be in circumstances which shall

_require that he be plsced ‘on his guard, even
betore he betrays any .iﬁu of danger.  Let

not such a ope think a brother unnecessarily

 officious 1n expressing a caution ; but let him
be thankful for it, as also for reproof, when
that is required. Let us study the purity and
the unity of the church.  Butil‘all «he means
fail, we must, in fidelity and obo?;enco;;o the
thief* Shepherd, expel sueh as will not be con-

?:::dfm evil. Let him who walks in our
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vation ; and ministers, that they mdy be able
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Hovrimpomm study

to instruct others«in the trnth of God ! - Our

labors cannot be acceptable to God, except as

they conform to the directions of his word ; if

we handle the word of God deceitfully or ig-

norantly, under the influence of prejudice or
ssion, he will not hold us guiltless.

But if the Bible addresses itself to man’s
common-sense, how can it require much pa-
tient, persevering, ‘and  laborious thonght, to
become intimately acquainted with it? Vari-
ous causes have operated to produce this ne-
cessity. - ‘Ihe following may be regarded as
some of them : o
I. Causes arising from the character of
the book itself.  Of this class, the principal
are these:

1.- The scriptures were written in'langua-
ges foreign to us ; those of the Old Testament
are now dead languages ; the language of the
New Testament is unlike the classic, and
equally if not more, unlike the modern Greek.
We have to do principally with translations,
and too many of as must depend entirely apon
them. - All works suffer to some extent in
passing from one language to another; but es-
pecially, when verbal translations are attempt-
ed do we lose the beauty and force of many
passages. In our commonly received and au-
thorized version of_the scriptures, the words
of the original text have been almost super-
stitiously regarded, and the sense has been
weakened, or obscured, by an endeavor toex-
press it in a verbal and literal translation.
The languages of the scriptures admitted more
frequent elipses than ours , therefore the trans
lators inserted words in italics,to make up the
sense ; they were men of like passions with us,
and too often, by the use of these words, ex-
pressed their own views instead of the instrue-
tions of the Holy spirit,and frequently marred
the sense. It will scarcely be beliered, that
the italicised words have been made the vehi-
cle far the introduction of men’s npinions into
the word of God ; it is, however, true, nor
would it be difficult to refer to examples in
roof. ‘He who negotiates between God and
man, will do well to attend to the instructions
God has given, and to be careful, lest instead
of the mind of the spirit, he disseminate the
opiuions of men, surreptitiously introduced
into the seriptures, and by this meanslay him-
self apen to the rebuke of Jesus, “ In vain do
ye worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.”

2. The languages of scripture are remark-
able for admitting the boldest imagery; and
the habits of the peopie by whom thev were
spoken, admitted and even sanctioned the fre-
quent use of striking ngures, and hyperbole’:
which if used in our matter-of-fact language,
would be called wild extravagancies. These
peculiarities cail for calm and energetic
thought, that we may retain the real force of
the expressions, without being hursied into er-
ror by the fervid imagination and vigorous
language of the writer. These flights of fincy
and hyperbolic strains, are most frequently
found in the originally poetic parts of scrip-
ture, as the Psalms, the Prophets and the book
of Job. They may, be studied with benefit,
as they are calculated to guide the judgment,
while they excite the imagination, and affect
and warm the heart; but such passages will
accomplishnone of these objects, if judged of
by. the literal sense of the terms used, or ac-
cording to the ordinary rules of prose compo-
sition. x 55

8. Another cause of the first class, arises
from the customs aud mannets of the people

midst have to ny'dﬁ*‘f‘}fﬁ?!rmh-ywrwhs to whom the various books were addressed, or
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re|would be too painful to state; that have con-
1 {tributed to scatter and weaken the influence
|of the brethren. Several

ligion. . The writers, too, were numerous, and
in many respects unlike each other; and
though all were ingpired,the inspiration of his-
tory differs as. much from the inspiration of
prophecy, as this does from the inspiration of
moral precepts and religious duty.

Early impressions respecting the inspiration
of the scriptures—impressions received before
the mind could discriminate in relation to the
natare and character of inspiration, hang
round, and often mislead us. It is only sub-
jects of pure revelation that we can ascribe
the highest kind of inspiration. The inspira-
tion of history merely preserved the writers
from error in the relation of facts and their
causes; it was the same in historic and com-
memorativa poetry, especirlly in the book of
Job; in which the opinions and expressions of
men are related.

In the scriptures we often meet with the
language of men, and even of devils; these
are not said to be the words of God, nor are
they of any authority in morals or religion, ex-
cept as they correspond with God’s own in-
siructions. Yet many doctrines have been

localities do not.hear the sound of the gospef
during the intefval of months. "T'he people
are very kind #ind hospitable, and delight to
extend to the stranger etery comfort in their
power, especially to him who eomes to pro-
claim salvation through Jesus Christ.

[ was much interested in my visit to East
Point (a distance of 120 miles from this).
Elder Shaw, the Pastor of the church there,
being absent the greater part of his time, the
meetings are sustained by the Deacons and
others. Deacon Fraser addresses the peogle,
and invoKes the throne of grace in the Gaelic
language. It is good to hear him dwell w.th
animation and fervour upon the love of Christ.
I think he * exercises the duties of his office
well.” Brother Secott, a youmg member of
the church, is exerting a most salutary influ-
ence among the young people. He teachesa
large Bible class, and labours devotedly to
promote the spiritual welfare of his pupils.
He is endeavouring, as every converted indi-
vidual should, to * abound in the work ol the
Lord.” .

The weather has been stormy and unplea-

built upon these,which find nosupport in other|sant during my tour on the Island, and the

parts of scripture. A frequent use, therefore,
of such passages as prools of doctrine, or as
texts, is improper, and may be injurious, Still
all these have their use, and are fraught with

doctrine on what wicked men are represeated
to have said; or on what Eliphaz, and Zophar,
Job's friends, addressed to him; for God $old
them, they had not spoken 8f him so properly
as Job had. Scripture history exhibits the
government of God, not systematically, but by
facts, from which we are to learn what 1t is;
his directions and commands point out our
duty to himself and to our fellow men ; his pro-
mises present before us the rewards of piety :
and his threatenings, the awful doom of the
disobedient and impious. These causes alone
call for vigorous and independent thought in
the study of the scriptures.
[To be Continued.]

@orvesponvence.

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.]

St. Elenors, P. E. I., Nov. 24, 1852.

Decar Brethren,—I arrived here this morn-~
ing,intending to cross in the packet to Shediac,
but the wind and weather. being unfavorable,
I shall be detained uatil to-morrow. ’

Itisthree weeks to-day since I landed here;
during that time I have visited almost every
Baptist Church on the Island, and have raised
in subscription, towards the Endowmeat fund,
£466. 'The following are the places visited,
with the amounts subscribed in each:—
Charlotte Town, £125—inciuding £25, the
subscription of J. Weatherby, Esq., which he
engages to make £100, should he continue
to reside in the Provinces. Lot 49, £50.
Three Rivers and East Point, £100, consti-
tuting a John Shaw scholarship. Cavendish,
£31. Tryon, £75; £25 to be added to con-
stitute an Alezander Crawford scholarship.
Bedeque, £66 ; this will probably be made
£100.

From several causes mcney is extremely
scarce in this Province : it has consequently
required a most faithful effort to secure the
above amount. The brethren generally pos-
sess a spirit of liberalily, and feel disposed to
support the College as far as their means will
allow. ]

I promised to make a few general remarks
respecting the state of religion on the Island.
These of course will refer to the Baptist de-
nomination.  There are five ministers and
eight churches standing connected with the
N. 8. Eastern Baptist: Association. - There is
but little religious prosperity existing amongst
any. of these eight churches, except that at
Charlotte Town, which is now in a healthy
state, and those at North River and East
Point, which are tryimg 10 live. The waant
of regular and well-directed ministerial labour
is, I , the principal cause of this depres-
sion, though there are other causes, which it

are in a

instruction ; but it wonld be folly to establish a|period.

roads in many places almost impassable.
This has militated considerably against my
enjoyment ; still, I leave with a desire to vis.t
Prince Edward’s again at no very distant

A meeting has been appointed for me this
evening, in the St. Elenor’s Court House, so
as to improve my present delay.
I am, dear brethren,
Yours, in the hope of Eternal Life,
* . Isatan Wavrctace.

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.]
Religion in its reality,; beauty and growth.
This is unfolded, in its heavenly and practical
nature, in our Lord's inimitable sermon on
the Mount. 1In this helays open its deep and
living beauty, and shows that, to the world of
mankind, it is a spring of the same vital and

»| productive power, as the sun in the heavens

is to the material universe.

Here he keeps before the mind the end of
Christian discipleship.—1s not this purity of
heart? Humbleness of mind? A meek and
merciful spirit? Isit not a peace-loving and
a peace-making spirit? Is it ot that their
righteousness may exceed the righteousness
of the Scribes and Pharisees? That the light
of holiness may beam in beauty upon the path
of every day life? And that their *‘ goud
works,” springing from a principle of faith,
which purifies the heart, asserts its dominion
over the life, and gives to the visible charac-
ter the beauties of holiness, may constrain
men to glorify their Father who is in Heaven 7
Do not these utterances, so instinct with Di-
vine wisdom and power, and which fall with
so much solemnity and searching energy upon
the heart, point to activities put forth to brin
back the wanderer, to it up the fallen, to
teach the ignorant, and to advance the Church
of Jesus Christ in strength, sanetity and use-
fulness? In all this we see the moral dignity
and the divine loveliness of New Testament
Christianity. Let it appear in real practieal
embodiment in the lives and doings of profes-
sors of religion, and the world would be ‘awed,
and changed, and saved. It would feel the
awful and mystic power of so Divine a realit

How may Christians be assisted in this hig
attainment ?

By the daily habit of bringing their mip-
tives, words, and actions, under the inspection
and control of an enlightened and tender
conscience. A moral *element mingles: with
the whole current of life. Responsibility is
not suspended for ‘a single moment. How
necessary then, that this moral element should
predominate in the spirit and ‘conduct! . "Lét
it be daily used in the work ‘of self-inspec-
tion; and though, in its most judicial exer-
cise, it will fall short of the extent and spirit-
ulity of- God's law, yet it will aid spiritaal
growth; and revive the fading lustre of holi
ness, ‘' Now the end of the Commandment
is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good
conscience, and of faith unfeigned.” 1 Tim,
L 6, ‘“And herein do I ex_jerch_eﬂmyulf%
have a conscience void of offende toward

and toward man.” Acts xxiv, 16. Ta
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