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ty College and dba Siegihte and - in- 
stitutions with the University of Loadon,, “and 
the distinct recognition of the great principle, 
that religious opinions ought not to entail apon | 
any class of the community civil disabilities. 
{f, to these results, we do not add the reform 
of the Tariff, the repeal of the Corn-laws, and, 
the abolition of the Navigation-laws, it is be- 
cause these were effected too recently . be 
regarded as results of the Reform Act, and 
were not carried by a Reform Ministry. An 
advocating and urging all these mj tant 
concessions, the Patriot is believed t®¥ave 
exerted noinconsiderable influence. We may 
also refer to the abolition of the Irish Vestry 
Cess, to the Irish Church Temporalities. Act, 
and to some other acts of a hberal charagter, 
as among the firsi-fruits of that Reform inthe 

I Representation which for a while governed 
the Ministertal policy, till the inherent defect 
im the Reform Act were taken advantage ( 
for the parpose of nullifying its intention and 
effect, and the representative priuciple became 
again merged in_arisiocratic nomination and 

.fan organized system of corruption. Finality 
succeeded to Reform; and thus, at the expi- 
ration of twenty years from the period when 
the Protestant Dissenters were invited to ex- 

| pose their grievances, end ded to expect re 

A LITTLE BIRD I AM. 
The following poem was composed by Ma- 

dame Guvon, during her imprisonment. Lou- 
ws XIV. who had revoked the edict of Nantes. 
and broken up the assemblies of Protestants 
by force of arms, was afraid that through the 
agency of his accomplished lady another Pro 
1estantism might threaten the peace of France. 
Ile, accordingly, in the exercise of arbitrary 
power, ordered her to be confined in a small 
room in the convent of St. Marie. 

A little bird Tam 
Shut from the fields of air: 

And in my cage I sit and sing 
To Him who placed me there; 

Well pleased a prisoner to be 
Because, my God, it Dleases thea. 

Nought Nard I else to do; 
I sing the whole day long ; 

And He, whom most I love to please ° 
“Poth listen to iny song ; 
He caught and bound mj wandering wing, 

# But still he bends to hear me sing. 
fF “ 

Thou hast an ear to hear ; 
A heart to love and bless ; 

And, though my notes were ¢'er so rude, 

V9 Baglin the intestine dlsputes wbiih have 
couvulsed the Established Church,— the 

the numereus secessions from the Anglican 
to the Romish pale, and the bold aggressive 
attitude assamed by Ultfamontane Popery in 
this country and in Ireland, Tn each and all 
of these transactions and occurrences, we dis- 
cern the elements of good and evil comming: 
tng and struggling for aseendency.  Unques- 
tionably, the concerd® of Religion have come 
to occupy more earjiest consideration, on the 
part as well of our rulers and statesmen as, of 
the community at large. A more religious 
tone is observable in the debates of the Senate 
and in the discussions of the Press. © Infidel 
ity itself Iris become more religious, éloaking 

slitself in philosophy and mysticism. Pusey- 
ism, with all its antics and grimace, has stirs 
red up (le stagnant depths of formalism, and 
put to.shame the more scandalous desecration 
of the ministerial office. "Things that differ as 
widely as colours, which nevertheless agres in 
the dark, are now béiter and more generally 
discrimindted. ~The British nation is begin- 
ning to shake off that lethargy of a dreamy la- 
titudinarianism which rendered its Protestant- 

~ Thou would’st not hear the less; 
Because. Thou knowest as’ they a 
‘That love, sweet lov inspires thea o il 

dress from a Government they had assisted. 
[raising to power,—in spite of the cont 284 
oe to the Irish Romanisis, and in vio 

wes Coo Ly 9 I Hogi Sa from. fe 
[taining the complete removal of these griev- 
ances, apparently, as ever. Wiio, twenty 
years ago, could have anticipated that the abo 
lition of the Spiritual Courts, the barbarous 

{relics of priestly usurpation, condemned by 

el My bev liberty, : 
¥ prison w s cannot wandpon 

“5 Tie fight, the lreedom ¢ of the soul. 
fw the report of an Ecclesiastical Commission; 

Oh, Jy is good to ou is 1 AT would have been postponed upon shuflling 
wd bolts: and es ki pretexis, session after session, and still remain 

whose purpose 2 to be accomplished? Who would have ima- se. pecs halo 

y i freedom of the mind. 

gined, that the vexatious nuisance of Church: 
rates, which, ir 1833, the Whig Government * 
{brought in a ‘Bill to do away with, would re- 
quire, in 1851, to be made the subject of spe- 
cial inquiry by a Select Committee, as if there 

5 Patrior, one of the most va- 
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ry last its tweu- 
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of: the exaetion or the expediency of putting an 
end to this ever-recurring cause of strife. and 
illewill 7. Again, notwithstanding that, in Ire- 

ey the migisters. fis other Denominations 
blished ¢ 3 arch have the legal pri=f 
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S¥htiy orivuigies but we inust reserve a 
more particular review of the progress of Dis- 
sent for another opportunity. Our ecclesias- 
tical retrospect would, however, be incom- 
plete, did we not refer to the three new eccen- 
tric varieties of Sectarianism which have 
sprutig up, or assumed a compact form, during 
tive period we are reviewing; the *“ holy ea- 
ftholic apostolie” Church of those whom we 
have been accustomed to call Irvingites ; the 
Plymouth’ Sandemanians who style themselves 

tethren ;” and the Mormonites; each of 
them only a varied form of an epidemic fana- 
ticismn which has sprung up from time to time, 
bat ‘has taken other nawes. 

"In drawing this rapid retrospect to a close, 
we can only briefly enumerate some of those 
great mechanic and economic improvements, 
which produced, and are still. working, a sen- 
sible change in our social habits, and gre 
fraught more or less, with results which it is 
difficalt to estimate. Twenty yedrs ago, it 
took nearly two days to reach either Scotland 
or Ireland from the Metrapolis: the, transit 
‘may now be made in twelve or thirteen hours. 

voyage to America, the Mew Werld of 
‘CoLumsus, commonly occupied a month: iy 
is now ordinarily a passage of ten or éleven 
days. "The voyage to India occupied six 
‘months, the Cape being a half-hay Mouse ; and 
reach’ Calcutta overland in three or four 

months, was held to be good travelling : now, 
dia is reached in thirty days, and we have a 

! ‘mail which brings iutellige nee only 
io less oo oc the § han Coan 

Hamrpen controversy, the Gorman case, thele 
|| Surplice question, the National Education 
schism, and ‘the Convocation elarour ; then; 

ism equivocdl, and ~atmost poured. —contemp!) IC he 
wl the Reformation. : le 

dpart; and by the establishment of the 
mating telegraph with ‘the opposite coast 
teContinent, a message wight be trans- 

» Vienna or Trieste, in less time than 
Mito deliver a letter by the Merropolitan 
Post at Craptram or Hampstead. But 
Peany Post itself is an inestimable boon. 

How could we now do without tT Neta 
day pagsesin which; in thousands of families, 
this: ox rol is not suggested by the welcome 
missive. Christmas roses are blooming before 
us, gathered hundreds of miles away, and safe. 
ly bisuight us by the fuithful Post. And how 

rable is the saving of expense as well 
*eonvenience to families, to merchants 
ders, and to public societies!, Other 
ical and economical improvements wi 

oceurko our readers, which we need not stop 
toemsmerate. We have specified those which 
tend © the most important socizl results, but 
must not forget tomotice those ymprovements 
in agriculture, which, by increasing the pro- 
duetiveness of the soil, aud diminishing the 
cost of produefion, are adding every year to 
the wealth of the country. Nor must we over- 
took the 

half of ¢ 
mgs st important discovery of the first 
he "present “Century, whatever iufly- 

ence it is destined to exert, upon our commerce 
out currency; we* allude to the mineral 
$80 unexpectedly brought.to light in the 

ts of California, anid are recently n our 
tralian territories, But the greatest 

el of all, is the prodigious expunsion, of 
our commerce, wealth, and territorial empire. 
During the twenty years that have pane 
since the Reform Act, the trade and manu- 
factares of this country have made the mest 
gigantic strides, Many branches of industry 
have doubled themselves, . The j increase in the 
cotton, woallen, silk, linen, and. ‘hardware 
trades, as indicated by the declared value of 
our exports, has been quite enormaus, . Some 
of the results are shown by the following ta- 
 bular statement :— o 

Decrared Your ES. OF Briisu kos iil 
1832. 1849. 

; Xiu Ls aol 
Cotton goods 17,500,000 26,775,000 
Woollen goods 4,728,000 7 342,000 
Silk goods : 521,000 - 998,600 
Linen goods (1834) © 2,579,000 4,225,060 
Hardware and cutlery 1,410,000 2.201.080 
Brass and copper goods, 867, 000 * 1,865,000 
The population of Great Britain thas, in 

twenty years, increased from some sikieen to 
twenty-one millious. . The increase of wealth 
must have been prodigiond to sustain am ag- 
gregate expenditure of. 355 millions 
upan the mere formation’ of railway comme- 
nications, without exhaust ‘trading ‘ca- 
tal of the country. Apd to what, under a be- 
niguant and merciful Sve do we owe 
all.this prospefity 1. To the spirit of freedom, 
which hasmoulded our institutions, and Whioh 
recognisés the sovereignty of Law; tot 
rit of commer i and enterprise; abidh, 
velope itself o “tree institutions a) 
equal Ena the ge u- 
ence of F 


