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GOD'S SALYATION K0T FOR HIMSELF.
In one view, Golis himeelf the end of all
his works; and he saves men for his own gles
ry, aad-aot for their gakes. Yet, in the way
in which many are inclined to regard him, a8
having his own ends in view, he has them not.
Many appear to feel, that they are little -in-
debted for salvation, because God has done
what he has done in it, fo? his own ends.—
But, however that may be, he did not save us
because he would have been the poorer with-
“eéutns. He did not even ereate the worlds,
to fill any chasm in the measure of his own
enjoyment. - His happiness was such as ad-
mitted of ne additions before a single creature
breathed,  And if for any purposes he wanted
oreatures he had an innumerable company of
. angels, before one of these miserable sinners
existed. These attended. his throne, swift to
dahis will.  And if these were not enough,
with him was the residue of creating power.—

|hé evolutions of the scheme of redemption,
opén his very heart to the éye of a holy uni-
verse, and let them look in and see what it

contains. ; w%'s 4 T

In the work of redemption, infinite kindness
and love are pouring forth their treasupes—
merey, an attribute nowhere else diaphyeds,is
put forth,  Justice and heliness have sublime
exercises in ‘it. And in these exercises, God
is well pleased, and a universe, is instructed
and edified.  And in:this complaceney in his

self, he has the end of redemption. And in
this sense, he does the work not for our sakes,
but for his own.—Puritan Rerorder.

flow Wonderful the Love of Christ..

The following we take from a work recently
published, entitled * Calyary and its Victim,”
by Rev. E. W. Thayer, Paris, lllinois :—

I\ is a particular lave. - In us, a strong. af-

Jost man he could have.raplaced by an|fection for one exzludes equal regard for oth-
m ’g:lu Gabriel. _Or if m men that(ers. Not so with God ;. He can feel as deep
‘l.a.g.’med, he could have thrown aside this|an interest for. us as. it would be possible for
shattered race, and made another Adam, as|him to feel, if we were- his only creatures.—

boliu the first, and another raee in him.

His love embraces us with an ardor unabated

creating the eighty millions of suns, each| by any division or diversion of feeling. And
with its family of worlds and their.inhabitants,|then his tenderness is inconceivable. Were

he has not exhausted his strength, Indeed,

in the new creations, which he works on man!dissolve our souls. .
every day, he is exerting greater power, than|{support the sense of it

~=if'it is proper to speak of greater or lesser

it revealed to our conscious perception,it wounld
Flesh and blood could not
What affection is

needful to create. men out of Hew materials|sometimes (élt on earth ! Husbands and wives,

parentsand children often manifest;an undy-

creating acts. Theknotty, repellant subjects|ing love. Its strongest yearnings, however,

reqpire-more.work than to make a new. ~Re-
generation is carried by. divine power against
A world of resistance ; and hence it is said-to

cam only express themselves in sympathy and
willingness to suffer for the happiness of the
beloved. How often.do we-hear the pareut,

be.effected by ** the zcecding greatness” of|standing over a suffering child, exclaim, could

God’s power by which he wrought in Christ|{1 but lie there in its ste

when he raised him from the dead. He does
not, therefore, take up ruined men to repair

them, as a matter ofieconomy.. For he is able,|symPathy aod. desire.

of the very stones to raise up childrem uuto
Abraham. :
Nor does he save us to escape any imputa-

ad, © how wilbagly
would I consent ! Suchwas the pity of Christ
fcrfas; a pity not ending, however, in mere
Oar fond hearts can
know a parent’s and a husband’s love, though
they.cannot be told; .but the love of Christ

passeth knowledge. The pardoned sinper

tion of wreng coming vpon him, in case he|does not begin to know the length and breadth
suffers us to perish. I any suppose that God fand:depth and height of it Angels, who see
saves them, to save his own reputation, theyhis.unveiled face, do not understand it. It
greatly err, Theheavenly hosts have such a|passes all conception of created minds.

viaw of the amiableness of his justice, and the

+ glory of his holiness, that infinite reasons flpod|-

« sheir minds in favor of his inflictions upon the
wigked ; .and awake the amen of. all heaven
. pon the utterance, of the sentence. The
rla heard. the voice of a great multitude as
: mighty. thanderings, swelling their: alleluia
over the judgments.executed upon the wicked.
And. we sbould feel just ss they feel abaut the
‘ t olsin, if we hated sin as they. do.
+And allthe disposition that men_have, to re-
.gard God’s punitive justice, as.a blot upon bis
character, which they would fain cenceal,
apmes from sheir love of sin, or their. blind-
~medn to its horrid features. Did sin appear to
ua.80: hateful, abominable and killng in its
naturg, as it doesto angelic minds, we should
readily écho their allefuias, in praise of the
judgments of God upon it..
if this be so, thereis no reason to thivk
. that.God saves any, in order to save his own
reputationy or to avoid an odium attached to
_&'mﬁn. Such is the rrature of sin, that
' efféattially shows his goodness, in. the jus.
tice emploged tq crush it and -testify his ab-
horrence of it “His goodness. appears to ge-
lestial eye$. in:'nothing more, than' in thai
*“strange work,” in which he-sells a moun-

mhd cutse wpon the sinner. God is
jo loser,  in.respect to those that are finally

oab,, yhad if any are saved, it -is the sinner

nothiag, -out of himself, is
ause of his acts of grace.

occasion from the
m kngw,

. d at the same time
oy

nthe doesit not for their
:Fohisiown. . And he makes the
Ms; before he receives. him,—

b 2

Lard Gods I do not this for
my holy name’s sake.” -

) a8-a

il to g&w

woice of many waters, and the voite of| -

s the wark for-his own- sake, inl,

fidito note. “He is independent of | ihas he shou
JS mercy on ‘he ;.ﬂfl;;en *:T - When we once behold hit.as he is, and his|u
Okg ’.

unto the ‘pouse of fepael ;|

‘feee gift.  He gives] :
-merely because an|Love ¢

loves thro'g

“Could we with ink the ocean fill,
Were the whole earth of parchment made,.,
Were every gingle stick a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade; .
To write the love of God abave, ,
Would drain the ocean dry ;
Nor could the scroll contain the whole,.
Though stretched from sky to sky.”

Love is his whole nature, his single emo-
tion. In him there is no justice but the jus:

tice of love, no wisdom but the wisdom of love,

no act but the.exercise of love. Apd the day
is coming, when we shall Se astonished beyono
measuge at the. meanness-and unworthiness of
the.comparison, when we have -represented it
by the yearningsof rhe parent and the affection
of the husband. Do you wonder.at his wash-
ing his discipjes’ feet? do you wender at his
tears and intercession?. His. unconquerable
enemies he.gave up with tears, as we do. the
dead, whose dear forms we feel forced to put
away however, grievous it be todo so. Had
redemption beeu impossible, he could but have
abandoned us; butthe possibilify.of delivering
us awoke an eagerness of purpose which noth-
ing could moderate.. *““For the joy that was
set before him” of saving men, ** He endured
the cress, despising the shame.” * Apd the
humble soul, that seeks him now, finds him
overflowing with. as strong affection as he ex-
hibited when:on earth abased.. He deals as
kindly, embraces the returning prodigal, wipes
away the falling tears; ‘“Fear not, only be-
lieve ;” kiSses the long-lost one ; ‘and nothing

8| shal] ever separate, nothing can.ever cool the

fervor of his love. - What mefins this mighty
nd incomprehensible attachment! Oh1 wh'y
such love to us? It passes knowledge. Ty
all eternity it will be.a novelty ‘und a wonder

ld so cleave to worms of the dust.
loye as it is, we shall embrace him with all the

him fullé and sw

Love is.
here. ;

ion, vo

own works, and in the.good diffused from him-|

heart.and-soul and-miad.and sirength. Our|c
thoughts will never, through a ceaseless cxist-|fen
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this l:: ‘Weep tothe praise of his mercy.
[ts tenderness is more thama match for a mill-
stone heart.  Obduracy cannot resist it; sin
cannot have the ingratitude to rebel against it ;
a stone s dissolved by it into tearful praise.—
A God who governs by such metives, and ex-
ercises such a sway, is a governor whe will
uever lack subjects, animated by a- devotion
fervent and great as created natures can feel.
What more can we say than  Jesus said 1-—
“God. so loved the world”—* Greater love
hath no man than this!”. kt bafles all'our ef
forts to comprehend it, as much as the inscru-
table mysteries of His being do.

The Volamary System.. - -+ <

[t may be asked, is Christianity herselPsafe
in the hands ofithe people? ' Objections are
urged against the *“voluntary system,” on the
ground that it'tends to infidelity and atheism.
Fears have been expressed by out brethreu
beyond the Atlantic that such would be our
fate ;—that religion would ultimately die out,
for want of legal safeguards and protection.
But what has she ever gained by such protec-
tion? Itis a suspicious circunstance that her
avowed and bitter enemies havé strongly advo-
cated her union with the State, Ang why do
they wish the union? Rousseaun unintention-
ally pays Christianity a compliment, by as-
signing hisreason. It is substantially this : —
As she crne from the hands of Jesus Christ,
she is ennoying to the nations ; she makes as-
saults upon human character ;—she accuses
men of sin, and threatens the guilty with a fu-
ture judgment; and thus ereates commotions
and divisions among mankind. * Of all
Christian authors.” he tells us, * the philoso:
pler llobbes was the only one who. . fully saw
tie evil, and dared (0 propose a unionif the
two heads. of the Eagle, and thus reduce the

cording te him, was in_.the spiritual patare
the remedy was to.be found in putting religion
under the.guardianship of human goverament.
And an effectual remedy it has' ever«proved !
It takes out of Christianity her life and soul,
and leaves her as weak and inoffensive as her
bitterest ¢nemies could desire ; and that, too,
without imparting any additional strength to
the secular powers. It is union which .
“ Not‘enm t-bemw
But:makes her poor.indeed.”

The troth is, that not’only is the State the
stronger, but Christianity is the purer and
more powerful, when they are sufféred to ope-
rate apart. ltis .better-for both eagles, if 4
way borzow the figure, not.to uniie them in
common head, but to give them a separate an
distinct existence, and open to their flight t
whole expanse of the. horizon.. The bird of
paradise can sustain herself upon her own une|
aided wing. She did.sointhe first age of the;
Christian era.. "The stzeng’ arm of _govern-
ment. was indeed stretched out y==not, howev:
er to shield the interests.of the new religion,
but to-crush thew ; for this purpose Christ was
crucified, and His disciples driven from city
to city, .and hunted through synagogues and.
dungeon and amphitheatre, into . a bloody and
dishonored grave. But was Christianity.there-|
by extiuguished?. No!sshe gathered fresh
energies in the sepulchre, and arose with her
author, -to claim the skies and rule the.subja-
centearth. From amid perils, imprisonments
and deaths, she went forth in the greatness of
her strength, to.the conquest of the world.~~
But no sooner. did she consent to lean upon
buman .aid and power, and to creep. for |
tron d protection under earthly corsels
and«Mmt;ietahan shewceawd to wield
energies of Heaven. When she placed uj
ﬁ’:&” the diadem of the Cmsars, she
an ‘tppnmn&:glowv of health upon
nance ; but it was coly the uns
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whole w politieal harmony” The evil, ac-|.

and aggressive ‘power of the Gaspels And}
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on which she feéds, and with'all the gorgeous-

or OF her otttward wdoning, is
gist, in. ions” of Eagland,
a national religion, even at its best estate, is

altogether vamity. In the techmical langwage
of his profession,—* [t i¢ no longer a living
devotion, but a petrifaction, a fossil, existifig,
it is true,in a fiue state of keeping, but enil
an exaninmate stone.” Everywhere and in all
circumstanees, religion, owing to*the evil'ten-
dencies of hhoman nature, is linble to degene-
rate into mere 'form ; but where the chureh is
allied with the State; where a teligious pro-
fession is a passport to worldly preferment ;
where a living” is secured to the officiati
clergyman, independent of the voluntary. con-
tributions of his hearers : and where no fartber
attentions to the flock are expected, than what
are requisite to prevent their going in quest of
strange pastures, a strong tempta tion is pre-
sented to ambition, to_avarice, to sloth and
spiritaal frand. ~ And it will generally be
found, that the system which provides a ** lir-
ing for the shepard, bequeaths a dying to L-
flock. Human nature must be entirely chan-
ged, if, in such circumstances, hypocrisy do
not enter.the sanctuary of the living God, and
lay impions bands npon the horns of the altar
—Rev. Dr. Neale's Election Sermon. '

A ¥ap, A Womaa, and A Child.",

A few Christian friends were recent!y ad-"-
muting the character of one of their acquaint-
ances, and  descanting upon his  virtues and
graces.. One of them, remarked, ** I admire
bim for his manly firmness and independence >
in sustaining the causeof truth and righteous-’
ness in the community.” A second friend,
who acquiesced in the correctness of this esti- .
mate, added, *“Aud I particularly.admire him ,
for his geatle courtesy of demeanor. He puts
‘me in mind of. a true, kind-hearted wonvan.” "
““Yes,"simmedittely rephed a third- friend;:
* and I admire hin because he is guileless a<'a
child.”” * *“Well,” exclaimed alady who over- .
heard the conversation, * you have made him .
outa remarkable character. . He is a man, a
rwoman, and achildl”  Apdeo ha was, in
eachof the characteristics named. o il

The best form of Christianity is that which .
presents the ‘loveliest eombination of its gra- .
ces. Every trae Christian is believed'to pos- -

sess the substunce of every grace.  Luve,

;ﬁyﬁioh is the general attribute, includes every |

form oft virtue and -goodness. But observa- -

he{tion teaches that while many Christians excel

in many qualities, and almost every one has
something that may be admired, few possess a-
completeness of Christian character.. This is .
the prevalent defect which mars the evidence -
of sanctification. A firm independence in.
bearing witness to the truth is worthy of all ;
imitation.  Bat why not let there be super-
added kind-hearted courtesy, and guileloss .
simplicity 7. How transcendently bes

this world of ruin is a spiritual temple. whose
proportions are.arranged according to the sci- -
ence of the Scriptures, and where each part is .
not ovly admirable -in itself,.. but derives i
creased:. effect from: the general ' harmony .
which .pervades the whole?: Few persons
seem 1o possess at the present day,

pleteness of character so ' '

have acquired additional vigor ; there was|,

illastration of Christianity.
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