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Religious & General Intelligence

'REV. E. D. VERY, * 7% PURENESS, BY KNOWLEDGEBY LOVE UNFEIGNED.— Sv. Pavt. EDITOR.
| ' SAINT JOHN, NEW-BRUNSWICK, FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 1852. Number 20.

“ Leaves have their time to fall,

And flowers to wither at the North wind’s breath,
JAnd stars to set—but all, '
Thou hast ArL seasons for thine own, O death "

INFANCY,

O come not for me, thou monster Deat,
With your icy touch and your blasting breath,
For I'm nursed on the lap of tenderness now,
And a mother’s fond kisses are pressing my
‘brow;
Oh! ask not for me, till P'veXknelt beside
T'hose streams of pleasure thn&ronnd me glide,
And the enjoyments of earth I've tried,
Come not for me.
When I’'ve tasted the sweets of maturer hours,
When these infantile hands have plucked some
flewers : cpty®
That bang so thick over life’s green bowers,
; - Then come for me.
Death.

I cannot bear that loek of love;

Those smiles of joy T can’t move;

I cannot breathe such air as this;

Your pain and misery are my bliss,

Kiss on, fond mother, while you may—

That rosy babe must die to-day!
Oh come not for me, thou monster Death,
With your icy touch and yoor blasting breath ;
For I'm basking in pleasure’s purest light,
And I’m bathing in oceans of rich delight ;
My brow is unwrinkled by age or care,
All—all around me is bright and fair,
Aund while youth and beauty are mine toshare,

. Come not for me.
When P’ve lived admired and loved awhile—
When friends and flatterers cease 19 smilg,
Aund youth’s gay phantoms no more beghile,
‘ Then come for me. "

Death.

I come to feast on beauty’s wreck ; -
Youth’s fondest hopes I love to cheek—
T'o fréeze the warm blood in the veins,
I love to tread where pleasure reigns—
To breathé my chilling damps around,
And level all things with the ground.

- MATURITY.

Oh! come not for me, thou monster. Death,.
With your icy touch and your blasting breath,
For a thousand attachments have boupd my

And with them, oh ask me not now to part; 1
For the fondest endearments of earth are mine, |
How can I; so soon, have them all to resign ?

While these social affections so closely. en-
When the smiles of welcome I no more meet—

When love’s warm accents shall cease to greet,

A o s

'T'his day must.seal your mortal fate,
And friends shall gather round the dead,

¥

When age and infirmity break
And nm;ew, at leng
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seem to bave vanished-ét fatal términation

ly asserted that in this country (Scot-
was put to the progress of their principles,

rinkling was never practised in ordi-

Theén come for me.

Death.

Vain thought! to rob me of my sting,
To pass my gate on pleasure’s wing ;
'T' would be to rob me of my crown,

nary cases till after the reformation ; but that
Scottish exiles, who had renounced the autho-
irity of the pope, having fled to Geneva, from
perseoution 'in Eagland, "implicitly acknow-
ledged the authority of John Calvin, At Ge-
neva, a book was published in 1556, contain-

and to the reign of civil and religious free-
dom.

4. The next trace of the Baptists in Seot-
land is to be found in one Sir William Sin-
clair of Kiess, in Caithness; whe lived in the
early part of the eighteenth century, was

{ral hundred years.. This is rendered abund-

But one saperior I own ;
And they alone who've loved Him here,
May pass my ordeal without fear.

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE BAPT
** SCOTLAND.

FROM A CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE
JONION FOR SCOTLAND.

Christianity was introduced into this island
at avery early period of the gospel dispensa-
tion, and it is evident that the first Christian
missionaries, whatever their honored names,
whoplanted the standard of the cross on the
British shores, held, in comimon with the pri-
mitive charch, the distinct principles of the
Baptists, and that these principles were maia-
tained by the Christians of this land for. seve-

ISTS IN

BAPTIST

antly magifest from two historical facts ; name-
ly that the immersion of Christians, and not
of children, was practised till the introduction

ing forms of worship approved by Calvin, and, [immersed in England, came home, preach-
amongst other things the administrator of bap- |ed the gospel, immersed those who through
tism is enjoined to take water in his hand and|his instrumentality were brought to a know-
lay it upon the child’s forehead. For this zu-|ledge of the truth, and formed a Baptist church
thority, these exiles, returning to their own|on his own estate ; and, notwithstanding his
country with John Knox ‘at their head, in|rank, suffered much persecution. An old
1552, established spriokling in Scotland from|{man who heard him, and who was pastor of
which itmade its way into England. These|the church formed by him, was alive in 1829.
facts, obtained from the highest literary autho-| Some Scotsmen, Jike Sir William Siaclair,
rities, afford abundant evidence, not only that|became Baptists in England, but either they
the first Christians were Baptlsts, but also the |never thought of spreading sheir views in their
first Chpistians of Great Britain. native land or they lacked opportunity. Among
8. ‘The first traces of the Baptists in Scot-|these was John Macgowan, the celebratéd au-
land, #fter the reformation, occur in the time|thor of “ TheShaver,” “ Dialogues of Devils,”
of theCommonwealth. Having always been the|&c., and who was pastor of the Baptist church
avowed and distinguished friends of liberty—|assembling in Devoushire Square, London..
mental and corporeal, civil and religious—the{ 5. No permanent effort was made to estab:
aistinctive peculiarties of the Baptists both at-{lish the denomination im Scotland till 1765,
tracted great attention and gained many con-|When Robert Carmichael and Archibald Mae-
verts during that memorable age of the march|lean were immersed, and a Baptist church was
of freedom. But we regret to say that the bi.|formed in Edinburgh, eonsisting at first of nine

|records were destroyed by the Eoglish, but|Browne, who both pmud the ‘gospel and|to be up and di
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~{of popery in the seventh century, and that,|gotry of the religionists in Scotland, and their |persons, having Cdrmichael for their pastor.~
even afier ;the bestowment of the ceremony|fermented ardor for Presbyterian and cove-|Maclean was chosen his ¢olleagne in"1768;
upon children, immersion itsell was retained ere so powerful that in-|after which time Baptist views rapidly spread

\ nanted uniformity, w

till the reformation. e i+ |depend and tism were dlmost as|into various parts. of | ind ;. it is not ne-
1. The ancient British church did not prae-|much dreaded and scurned by the leaders of|cessary further to pursue the history at pre-
tise the immersion of children or even of mi-(that age as black prelacy. The result was,|sent; this can be better done on some future
nors.  Whea Austin, the popish- missionary,|that the Baptist movement of that day was|occasion, as we hope it will. Fhe jubilee of
with others, visited the island at the close of miinly English—a  circumstdnce of itself| 1765 was 1815, and probably it was forgot-
the sixth and beginning of the seventh eentu-|enough to blind the eyes of the Scottish peo-|ten amid the din of war and Waterloo. ‘Batits
ry, through their instcumentality thousands of |ple. ~Moreover, the movement was made en-{centenary must not be forgotten. Let 1865
the.Sazons were dipped in the rivers upon altirely by men belonging to the army ; and the be a jubilee to the Lord ; let it "be charaéter-
profession.of faith. . He however found Chris-| very fact that they had ¢onquered, and were|ized by a new and vigorous impulse given to
tian ohmb«monptthe ancient Britons|in the country for the purpose of keepi.g theithe exertions and‘libcnlity of thglaplis\p in

o

|who did aot baptize children, and being anx-|nation in subjection, was enough to prevent|Scotland. But let it not be said that we are

ious to bring them into the Romish church,|any impression either as to immersion or in-{to wait for two-and-twenty years, and then to
* |he made three demands of them, one of which|dependency. 2 - |begin and do something.  No, by-thattime
‘The English army under. Cromwell came|many of us may be sleeping in.the dust. of

These kept up the[the spoils which may then be our lot. "
voice of wisdom tc every Baptist in Scotland
is, “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth’to doy de

was ,tngin.w to their children, but they |
would not yi A crusade was afterwards|to Scotland in 1650, and many of the soldiers|death, or anable to share either in the toils
undertaken against them, which was attended|and officers were -
with a cruel massacre. - At this period, im-|worship of God in the regiments, preached the
mersion in the Romish church was adminis-| gospel, and immersed those who from among

.| tered to children seven years of age, and so|them received the love of the truth. . Someof{ With all thy might; fop their is no work, not

continued for centuries; these were called mi-|the troops were stationed in Leith and Edin- device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in. the
nors; and it was to this the Britons would not|burgh, and ‘the Baptists had sichareh-thepe. grave whither thou goest.” A greatwork is 1o
submit. A fierce controversy followed, which|In 1653, they printed and published at-Leith|be done for God, and for truth, and for senls,
lasted about a hundred years, not as to the|a fourth edition of - the Confession of Faith, Our substance, our time, our exertions, and
mode, for all immersed) but as to the subjects|drawn up by the London Baptist ministers.— [our hearts are all needed, and-are all demaind-
whetber they should be believers or children.| To this edition they prefixed a preface, * sign-|ed by the Head of the Churchi.’ We have al-

A Saxon prince, named ;ID!, in the eighth|ed in the name and by’the appointment of the|ready seen that our distinctive - iples ex-
century, brought the controversy to a summa-|church of Christ usually meeting at Leith and |isted in this island for hundreds of yedrs at an
ry close, not by appeal to the word of God, Edinburgh, by ‘I homas Spencer, Abraham|early period of the ‘Chﬁuthg(!ﬁph on

but by a law requiring children within thirty| Holmes, Thomas Powell; John Brady.” : 110 sprea
days old to be dipped, under & penalty of 30s.|that same time they immersed a considerable|and to fill the whole land; and thay
equal 1o £30 now, and if the child died un-|number in-the water of Leith, among whom, |sprinkling, and-every semblance of pop.
{dipped, the personal estate was to be forfeited. | it is said, was Lady Wallace of -Craigie. . At|destined to give:way before them. ~ Jie
Thus the baptism of children came to be ge-| Cupar.in Fife also, there was a traop station-(stroug in faith; et us be cemented 3
weral in this country. . The ancient Scottish|ed, in which was a Baptist pre named |oneness for the work. 'gmxw im
sothat when 1865
these British and Saxon memorials abundantly|i .several of the regiment in the river|we may have doubled or trebled our presen
prove that the first Christians jun this island| Eden. . A considerable impression seems to|strength, filling -every corner of our b
Bapuists and so continued. for centuries.| have been made on the mindsof many. At a(lond; andthen wejand our children shall-be
pope, and the er-| ministers’ meetiug held at Edinburgh as early|able to aceomplish still more for the Lord our
were :

At| We verily believe that they are a
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