‘THE WORLD'S OPINION OF DANCING CH B!ﬂ“lﬂ.
BY REV. ALBERT BARNES. %

The people of the world-~the gay, the fash<
ionable, the proud, the vidin, the sober, “and
-sedate=—wi!I%orm their opiniens of professing
. *Christians ; and wili, asthey have a'right to,
-express freelytheir sentiments. I blame them
mot for this. [ commend thém for it, and con-
sider the fact that they will 'do it 4s one- of the
tbest safeguards of the purity of the church.—
T would, therefore, that every professing Chrs-
tian, indulging in the practice on which I am
commenting, could hear the remarks made by
the very community of worldliness which it
secks to please, and know the real estimate in
which they hold them. It may be well tospe-
cify in a word or two the opinions which they
formi of such a prefessing Christian: L hey
-are such as these:

1. They'do not regard you as a serious
“Christian—as one imbued with the impertance
of efernal realities, an& anxious ‘mainly that
yotr and your family should be prepared for
heaven.

2. They ('i&not regard you as a consistent
Christian. ey profess to know what Chris-
‘tianity requires, and they do not often judge
amiss. They'see a marked inconsistency be-
tween the vows which you tnok when you be-
came a member of the church and your pre-
sent cenduct: they cannot reconcile it ‘with
their views of consistency to sit down and par-
take of the body and blood of Christ, aud then
go and join inthe danece withvthe thoughtless
and the gay. They know that religion de-
mands a different place ; and though they pro-
fess to have no religion for themse!ves, they
have a keen eye to mark the inconsistency of
a professed christian life.

3. They never speak of you with respect
‘for. doing it.
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They speak of you as disregard-
vows you have made; as not
religion ; as dishonoring the
*Christian profession ; and as having no claim

all the votaties of vanity the world over, itis
to be presamed that no one can be fousd who
will speak of you as having any religion.—
Living, they regard you as a dishonor to the
christian name, and they will-bave no other re-
spect for you when you die.. ‘For themselves,
they expect if - they ever become Christians,
forever to abandon ‘such scenesof vanity ; nor
does it recur to them that true religion ‘and
the scenes of the ball-room -are compatible
with each other. : ¢

“ Abide with ns.”

Most nataral the exclamation.  The benig-
nant stranger had kindly sought oat'their grief,
and at a momeut when the dispersed and ter-
vified diseiples hardly dared to trust the con-
victions of their own feeble faith, or to name
Jesus of Nazareth, lest they should pravoke
the obloquy and derision ‘which attended. it;
lo, his heart responds in sympathy unto theirs,
and humble as they are, they may freely un-
fold all their hopes and fears. How soothing
were -his assurances ‘‘ that Christ ought to
have suffered these things,” how strengthen-
ing hisproofs from ‘‘ Moses and the prophets,”
to their dismayed minds. No wonder they
clung to onewho had given gladness for mouran-
ing—no wonder ‘‘ they constrained him to
tarry.”

So does our blessed Redeemer still join him-
self to doubting, fearing hearts, as ‘‘ they walk
together and are sad;” and so does he still
open to them the Scriptures. As they com-
mune together, a light flows in upen them,
they scarcely know whence, a comfort, they
know not why. Oh Christian | sweet was the
counsel of thy friend, and tender his words of
sympathy ; but give not all the glory teearth.
for Jesus was with thee. He tempered com-
plaint by resignation, and thus gave a gentle-
ness to sorrow ; He showed why thou ought-
est to suffer; and he it was who directed thy
thoughts to the time when thou shouldest enter

landsmen, tucked up in their warm blankets,

the wind howled and raged as if it had a quar-

the storm lasted, oh, ‘what sympathy I felt for

sailors was well-nigh gone.

sion, are only reflected 01 when some arrest-

1o respect as a professor of Christianity, Ybu
never heard a man of the world speaking re-
-speetfully of a Christian in a theatre, in a ball-
room, or in-agay and splendid party. They
have no love for religion, but they know what
-comsistency 4s; and as much as they hate re-
hgion, they will alwaysspeak more contempt-
uously of the inconsistencies of its professors
than they will of religion itself There is a
way of commanding respect of even a vain,
giddy, frivolous, proud, and wicked world. It
18 by a consistent life; by a serious, and meek
-deportment.; by integrity of purpose ; by dead-
ness to the world; and by the seriousness,
gentleness, tenderness, affection, and love to
-which religion prompts. ;
4. They do not regard you.as a.Christian
-atall. On this point I'may venture to appeal
to'the world. There would- be rio hesitation
i expressing their views, and no ambiguity
were those views expressed.  They may es-
-téem. you and love you on many accounts, but
itsis' nat because they regard you as Christians.
&y may admire you for your wit, or your
accomplishments’; for. the elegance of ' your
dress, or your manners; for your intelligence
.or.your beauty ; ‘but they never s0 far forget
themspelves as to regard you as‘a Christian.—
They ullysvalue your society becaase it aug-
ments their happiness, or ‘because you seem
to keep thesg in countenance in their frivolity,
but they never think of.you as having any true
love for the eross oth{of or any j
the nature of religion, Too wﬂf they under-|
stand the nature of religion to suppose that it
iwll lead its votaries to such vanities and frivol-
ity, and wheu they wish:to refen #¥ those who

inio *“ His glory.”
“ Abide with us!”

are clouded perhaps by cares.and anxieties,
but sunshine is within the vapors, tinging
their dull folds with richest glory. Tender
love, quiet patience; gentle forbearance, and
“ charity that thinketh no evil, and seeketh
not her own,” form an atmosphere, which is
felt by those who understood neither 'its ele-
ments, nor their source. - Hopefully they. be-
gin the day, patiently endure it, peacefully it
closes. Thus each receiving his daily bread
of faith, hope, and . charity, they proceed. on-
ward tranqnilly, still cherishing
guest until they enter where ‘ Christ abideth
forever,”

the Christian. may exclaim, ‘‘ my heart is .all

own it can take.a world in its embrace ; hope:
so clear-eyed that it can discern the bright-|

ust views of|

are true orpaments of the Cbrhthnpcgfnuign ;
and who_resemble their Saviour, they neve
think of referring to you ; it is. to an ‘
‘a.different class—the meek, the ges

itual-minded;

y h pra .er.'nm

who'aim to

Turn then and say to such a Counsellor,

Happy the family where he abides! They

that honored|

“ Abide with me, gracious Redeemer.!”

unclean for such an inmote;” but thy presence

will purify it, It is dark, but thou art light ;|

it is troubled, but thou art peace; enemies
will assault, but all is safe if thou art within,
Mysteriously wilt thou communicate thy - gra-
ces to mine, which are ready to perish, and
thus love will grow so vast, that like thine

ness beyond the cloud ; and faith so strong
that it can exclaim, * Though.he slay me yq’
will I trust in Him " —Episcopal Res. 7. .

Sympathy for Sailors,

It was a rough night, a very rough night

and I was jusi retiring to rest, when in an awks

i

ers of the billow-tost mariner in seasons when

repose in: comfort.and security.
Very little rest-did I obtain that night ; for

rel with the earth. The thunder, too, roared,
the rain descended, the lightnings ‘flashed,
and I thought of heaving billews, and shat-
tered ships, and shipwrecked seamen. While

sailors !

The morning came, the storm was over, the
san shone upon the ground, and when I seated
myself at the breakfast table, my sympathy for
Thus it is with
us all - subjects which ought to lay-hold of oor
very souls, -and wring from us strong compas-

ing fact or unusual circumstance, brings them

vividly to our transitory remembrance. The

debt we owe to sailots is great, yet how little

we regardit!  No wonder that.our proverbi-

al neglect of seamen should have talled forth

the honest rebuke :

“ God and.our sailor we adore

In times of danger, not before :

‘The danger o’er, both are alike requited—

God is forgotten, and the sailor slighted.”
Old Humphrey.

> The Ministry a Work.

Seme suppose that the pastoral office is &
play ; that a minister has nothing to do.  He
might cultivate.a farin, or be a blacksmith, or
manufacture cloth six days in a week, and
preach on the-Sabbath: = But, notwithstand-
ing the opinion of some, the ministry is a work.
A great amount.of preparatory study.is r
site, -ere one enters the sacred office.

prepare to beeome a pablic teacher, and then
the foundation is merely laid. = The young
man from the seminary has no trunk full of
sermons. Few are supplied with mere than
enough for two Sabbaths.  He enters a pro-
fession which, more than any other, makes de-
mands vpon.his physical and intellectus] re-
sources, Every week new -subjects must be
investigated. He that thinks to turn off his
hearers with extemporaneous effusions, will
soon. find alean audience. Most s
have some power of judging correctly of a mi-
nisters performance. , ugh there are those
that seem to think that sound is substance.—

may perceive when others write incorrectly ;
and the very individuals who say a man may
work at an ordinary employment six days out,
of seven, and preach the other;. will complain
bitterly if their minister does not bring forth
the fruit of much study.. Indeed the general
ity of hearers soon forsake the minisiry of him
who does not devote his time to investigation,
Few people are aware of the great labor ne-
cessary to produce even an ordinary discourse

A New England doctor of divinity baving

y

r"gadhed an oxdination sermon, one-of the de-
gates remarked o him, at tlie dining-table,
“ Well, doctor, you have given us a very goo

discourse to-day, but I'thiak I could write as)
m aone myself.’ "T'he doctor shrewdly re-

lied, “ Tay mw.” Let every hearer, who
thinks he can make as good : ons
than his minister TRY 1T, &
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for- 1 was at the moment reflecting on the dan-

8

Hain of living waters by the very hearth-stone.

i=|.

years is quite little time enough, in which to|8

He that cannot_write a sentence: cerrectly, |

L or béﬂé&f‘agmo@sf

" |He replied ‘in "the
. {that '

tion of its reality, He walks with @od here-
below, as though God were always in sight,—
His soul is full of reverence, full of worship,
full of love. - His days glide quietly and peace-..
fally away, whether'prosperity or adversity is
his lot,  In évery joy he.is thankful:yet hum-..
ble, and he is borne up under every trial by
the sustaining power .of a good hope and a.
glad heart. He lives for Heaven, and it shall
be his.portion ; for heis * purein heart,” ands.
he * shall see God.”—N. Y. Ebangelist.

* Lord, what wilt Thou have-me to do 7”

*“ W hatsoever. thy hand findeth,” of all the-
varied forms of kindness and of good. Stand:
insyour lot and work around you ; in your own-
hame, in your own neighborhood; your own

town, county or State; and if ‘God enlarges

the abili opportunity, *“ ‘break forth up-
orr the vight hand and upon the left ; but don’t

wait for a large field ; cultivate- the spot you:
have, and help your neighbors.

Dow’t forget the prayer meeting: and the

Sabbath sehool, nor “* to good and communi-

cate;” for “ with such'sacrifioes God is well

pleased.”
Remember that to put a sound gospel tract

into afamily, is like giving them a draught of
the water ‘of life; to put there an evangehical
volume, is-like furnishing them a * water-pot .
of two or three firkins ;" nay, some volumes

might rather be likened to a reservoir; bat to
supply them wirh the Bible, is to open-afoun-

Itis like planting a perennial spring in the tra-
veller’s track across the great Sahara.

S ———

Liberality Essential to True Religion.

Practical liberality is-essential to true reli-.
ion. “* With such sacrifizes God is well plea-
sed.” Heb. xiii. 16. Love that will make
no sacrifices is of no value. Self denial isthe -
peace and measuve of true virtue. Pious libe-
rality-which partakes most largely - of this in-
gtredient, is tharefore the strongest expression
of a religious spirit,—yon have conscience to
pay your debts ::you do well ;. but do net the-
publicaus the same? If you.cannot part with
your. property to promote the happiness of the
world—if you cannot pity the poor, or pitying*-
will not relieve them, your. religion is vain.—
“ Whoso hath this world’s geods, and shutteth.
up-the bowels of his compession from him,
how dwelleth the love of God imhim.”. .=

No command in the Bible is more common,.
ov.more urgent, than that *todo good and
‘communicate.” And do you expect salvation..
without obeying this? you may as well hope-
to.be saved in the habitual . transgression of
aoy other command.  The sacrificc of pro--
mw@«l intoken of homage, in acknow-
edgment that we hold all hings under Him is.
one of the:appointed forms of worship. Not
amore essential part of; worship is prayer.—
The portion which belongs to God as our liege-
Lord, must be paid into his treasury. - To use
that part ourselves is robbery, .is sacrifice.—
* Will a man rob,God?, .Can that man hope
tfor salvation !~ D, Griffim. . ., ...

| “ The LoMd's own Time.”
“An individual, a few yéars.ago, a

inquiry meeting, and

felt any anxiety for

* he al h’u

~ What a delightful sight.is one
is wholly given to God ! Unlike
mass of men, ke has seen thray

At up, and examining the open

so.away weatthaboy. It wasa bo
| entertained. me with -everlasting sto-

< read

ward attempt.to carry three books into an ad|outs
i E ﬁgoogtl, let one fall - to ;the ground.—|w

i it was soiled, my eye fell on.the fols

utside of this-world—you ¢
1 ita_pleasures, or_terrify. him w
areats, or deceive him by its false ¢

He has tried these '

i } N e

Lo ST &

A 0 | ,

1% N s

“ e Sgh W W
Dk

%
B

s




