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Cbmiimr;dw the term * charch.”
A.ltsh:mgb its literal 1mport is that of * con-.
tion,” yet congregatlon 1s a term of
. lesc pliant pote ency—it will not swell its di-
s so readily to the measure of
mcnnonammm’ and become a symbol of
an ecumenical body of which any separate
'Christian society is a constituent part, and
therefore this title must be steadfastly cash-
iered and ignored, and the antiquated fal-
sity retain its place, in that sacred volume,
which should be in every respect the veri-
table exponent of the mind of its Author,
lmpaned to men for their education in all
saving truth.

Rematks of a like tenor apply, with equal
force, to the usage which obtains in regard
fo the original word for ¢ ordain.” This
word, in its genuine import, signifies to ap-
point, without at all conveying the idea of
that mystlc and super-sacred rite by which
a man is elevated from the ranks of the
laity to that of the clergy. It does not im-
ply, in the original usage, the creation of a
new official character in its subject, but
simply the recognition of one already ex-
isting. Its peculiar use in ecclesiastical
matters is the result of that policy, which
has so long prevailed in the world, of cloth-
ing with a peculiar sanctity whatever tends
to give one class of men a spiritual pre-emi-
nence over others.

We do not here adduce instances of this
technical usage of Kathistemi, but refer to
the “Englishman’s Concordance” of the
Greek Testement, which will abundantly
confirm the tenor of our remarks.

OBJECTIONS T0 A REVISION OF THE SACRED SCRIP-
TURES CONSIDERED.

The friends of a new version of the_in-
spired volume come before the Religious
Public under a full consciousness of the
difficulties and objections which such an
enterprize must necessarily encounter.
They are perfectly aware of the prejudices
with which it will come in conflict. So
strong and deep are the ideas of sanctity
connected with the revealed volume with
which we have all become so familiar, that
the suggestion of any change in its conse-
-crated diction strikes us at the first view,
like the *“lifting up of axes against the
carved work of the sanctuary.” It seems
as if the very inmost courts of the temple,
the altar, and the ark of our religion, were
about to undergo profanation.

Such is the prejudice, and one great dif-
ficulty of meeting it is, that we are forced
in the abstract to respect it. Persistence in
old ways—abiding by ancient landmarks
—adhering firmly to what has long been
tried and tested—holding fast to venerable
usages, and institutes, except where the

most imperative reasons may be urged for

" departing from them, is always intrinsically
entitled to respect.

We who urge this departure, are pre-

.pared to speak understandingly on this
subject, for we have been over the whole
ground, and have only to recur to our own

; thce to feel the force of the objections
h rise apontaneously to withstand our

_plea.
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in any other than the precise forms of
speech to 'which their eyes and ears had
been familiar from childhood. y

Far then be it from us to hold a dis-
paraging view of the prejudices and pre-
conceptions which at the first announce-
ment array themselves against the proposed
measure. Were we to do this, we should
be passing sentence on the honest convic-
tions of our’minds when the matter pressed
itself on our attention.

But in 'our case, the force of evidence
overcame the power of prejudice; upon
further investigation we yielded to the
weight of the arguments adduced, and we
now look upon them as arguments to which
we think we ought to have yielded, and to
which any*candid christian mind will also
yield, provided he give them the due con-
sideration.

We refér to our experience in this matter
simply for the purpose of intimating that
we have ourselves felt the force of all the
objections that are commonly urged against
the enterprize, and yet counter reasons
have availed to outweigh them in our minds
and it is natural to presume that the rea-
sons which have weighed with us would
weigh more or less with others, could they
be persuaded to entertain them.

But we still profess ourselves ready to
bestow candid reflection upon the various
objections urged by our brethren of what-
ever nature they may be, and even to anti-
cipate objections that have never actually
been urged. A good and truthful cause
can have no inducement to blink any form
of objection that may be arrayed against it.

The prejudice in favor of the established
translation’ of the Bible rests in a great
measure ofr-a vague impression which the
opponents of a new and corrected version
have studiously inculcated, that the circums
stances under which %t was executed were
so pre-emifiéntly favorable to the undertak-
ing that agés might elapse before such an<
other in' providence would occur.
It is confidently believed by many that such
another corps of learned men—men so
amply endowed by nature-and ‘eulture for
the work—could not now'be convened from
the ranks of English or American scholars,
whatever the prospects of fame or reward
that might be held out to them. - But upon
what solid basis does this epinion rest? We:
have no digpesition to undervalue the lin-,
guistic attainments and general abilities of
King James’ Translators. 'Weé may safely
{give them‘predlt for bemg, if you please; [
the most learned meun in his kingdom, or of |
the times i'which they lived ; what then 9

They could hét know what was not know-
able in th ‘day The standard of any
given age dgways govern the measure
of auamum i’ particular cases, and. a
man might as well "dtQmPt to leap over his
own shadow in the light of the moon, as

very materig
scnbed by

of the superior advantages which a kind
providence has put into our hands? The
present version itself was in part under-
taken, because prior ones were deemed
defective.

The progressive development of the age
had shown that they were not adequate to
the| exigencies of the church. Another ver-
sion was felt to be called for, and it was
made. For a similar reason a like demand
is now being made. The same arguments
which would avail to stave off the accom-
plishment of the work ini our day would, if]
heeded, have prevented the execution of it
in the age which gave it birth.

The air of enerable antiquity which
marks our present version we fully appre-
ciate, but is thi$.a reason for retaining it
with all its faults?" It is certainly odd rea=
goning for a Protestant. If such a plea
were urged by a Romanist in favor of
the Vulgate, would it not be instantly
replied, that no age nor prescnpnon can
authorize error; and that it is obstinancy
to defend in any version, however an-
cient or venerable, what cannot he ration-
ally defended. In fact the lapse of four-
teen centuriés has given no more real
value to the Vulgate than it had when
it first appeared; nor is our established
version of a particle more worth now than
it was 241 years ago. If time could en-
hance the value of a version, Tindal’s would
be preferable to James’ and geod old Wic-
liff’s m,ight claim precedency over either.
The truth is that translation is best which
best represents the true sense of the mﬁ)lf-
ed ‘original, and if the progress of things
from age to age, enables its possessors to
put it before the world in a more truthful
dress in this century than it were the last,
they are bound to do it.

Every error remaining in'the translation of
the Bible is human and not 'divine, and so
far as they stand uncorrected, the book is
the book of man and not the book of God.
We can therefore be faithful to the pre-
cious deposit committed to us only so far
as we see that it is made to utter the voice
of truth and. not of falsity.

Indeed, there is little hazard in saying
that the mass of Christian people have a
latent conviction of the expediency of a
new translation or of a thorough revisal of
the old one. For not only ‘are they re-
aminded of the imperfections of the present
by the corrections ofien made in the p lgn
but Family Expositors and Popular
mentaries are spread abroad all over the
land, in which thousands of mistransiations

‘are polnted out and improved renderings
ested ;—all ‘'which tends to an

ercurrent of dutmst in the present ver-
sion, and to predispose the- mind to enter-
tain the idea of a tgorough going reform in
this respect.

THE PEACE OF THE CHURCHES nmnun |
You are well aware %that the objection is
sometimes urged, that the ‘peace and unity
of the Churches is very much broken up by
the broaching of the Bible version question
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in JXé‘lement, and awakens a pa.rty spirit, |
‘givmg rise to various internal eommotxons..; :
Dg|when before eVetythmé was concOtd and

aimed at by the alleged stirrers up of dis-
cord are of such superlative importance
that they are well attained even at the ex-
pense of some degree of disturbance, if there
i8 no possibility of attaining them without.
For ourselves, we consider the object be-
fore us to be oneof these. The end aimed
at is no less than to secure a sound and un-
exceptionable version of the volume of
Divine Truth—that priceless boonaccorded
by the riches of Heaven to the wants of
humanity, and in which all real Christians
have a vital interest, whether aware of it or
not. In urging upon them the accomplish-
ment of this undertaking, it is not indeed
possible but that some conflict of views may
be the result. We do not aim to produce this
collision,-or to disturb the unity of brethren,
but if it occurs, as an incidental and colla-
teral result; we can only console ourselves
by the assurance that these disturbances
which are the consequence of the pleadings
of the genuine 4ruth of God, will do no
permanent harm to the cause of righteous-
ness, nor are they justly imputable to those
who urge, but to those who withstand; the
cause under consideration.

I have said that I could aPPmcmte the
feeling which prompts the objection we
have been considering. But the feelmg is
lone thing; the mode of its expression
another. To throw impediments in the
way of calm discussion, and close our ears

responsibilities of their Christian profession,
arepleading for the removal of the errors,
perversions .and obscurities, with which
human hands have marred the record God
has given us concerning his Son-—is not

legitimate pursuit of the things that make
for peace, and is unworthy of the age and
country in which we live. When, through
the intervention of committees, or otherwise,
I have been denied the privilege of pleading
this cause before-one or two Associations of
the churches in the United States, I have
been grieved but not discouraged. No good
cause was ever. seriously retarded, much
less permanently overthrown, in this way.
Such-opposition to the one to which your
attention has been called, is an unwilling |

have manifested no such hostility—have |
afforded the freest sco (i)e for discussion—
have weighed with candor the arguments 10
which they listened with calmness—-ha%
never lost sight of a principle because: of|
dlvetat{ of views respecting'the time: or
mode of its apphcatlon-'—and have in_hun-
dreds of instances, responded. t6 the clai
of the Bible Union, at their fire-sides a
in their churches, in a manner which
bring down a blessing upon themselves
theu ty : ‘ ) ad ek |
, hése were more noble than thése in
Theemlbnica, in ‘that 'they received the
word’ with “all readiness “of mind" and,
searched the Scnptnres dmly wwme
things were so.” gk =
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And I say, thatevenif the main enterprize
should fail—if the actual accomplishment
of a New Version should not be realized—
yet the results that will have been attained
will be such as to ‘warrant the outlay of
every dollar expended in the cause. For
reflect for a moment upon the impulse
which has been given to the cause of Bib-
lical learning, in its bearing upon this great
question! Think of the augmented amount
of Christian scholarship which has been
awakened to the investigation of the Sacred
text? Think of the patient ‘and accurate
analysis which has been applied in tracing
the true import of terms. Think of the sa-
gacity called into requisition in unmvéllmg
the "obscurities of Scripture phraséology !
Think of the quickened research in the va-
rious related branches of oriental philology,
travels, and antiquities!  Think of the
close inspection bestowed upon the forms
of speech in our own language, and of their
adaptation to express the various 'mihute
and delicate shades of thought which ' full
justice to the original requires !

Who can doubt that the agitation of the
subject in our churches thus far has had the
effect now adverted to? 'Who can doubt that
we have far more able and accomplished
Biblical scholars now in' the Baptist
denomination than we should have hud if
the discussion had never arisen? Nor ig'the
effect confined by any means to our ‘déno-
minational ranks. It pervades ‘more or less
the mass of Christian sects, as they all m.he
a degree of interest, éither pro or com, in
the translation project, and are consequently
stimulated to new zeal in exploring the Bib-
lical field.  How then can the issue’ fail to
be auspicious to the cause of Scriptural
‘knowledge and ultimately of practical right-
eousness? How can it be but that concen-
trated light should be poured first upon, and
then from the pages of * this heaven-de-
’ﬂﬁthded book? How canit be but thatan_
'immense gain of illustrative material shall
b6 secured to revelation by the progress of
the cause which we advocate; for which
we live, and for which we would %mi'agly
die ?
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attended with more important results.
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