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THE WISE MAN. 
The wise man (says the Bible) walks with God ; 
Surveys, far on, the endless line of life; 
Valaes his soul, thinks of eternity, 

more than this. Though symbolic of the Di- 
vine meroy, they also seal to every believer, 
to every one in the covenant of grace, (that is 
to say, to the elect,) the benefits of Christ’s 
redemption, ‘so as to oblige them to obedi- 
ence, to testify and cherish their love to one 

Both worlds considers, and provides for both ; 
With reason’s eye his passions guards; ab- 

stains , 
From evil ; lives on hope,—on hope, the fruit 
Of faith ; looks upward, purifies his soul, 
Expands his wings, and mounts into the sky ; 
Passes the sun, and gains his Father's house, 
And drinks with angels at the fount of bliss! 

Believing, in Thy glorious gospel day, 
‘I'ypes, emblems, shadows, all must pass away ; 
In such I dare not place my trust and stay. 

Abba! on Thee with child like trust call; 
In self-abasement at Thy footstool fall ; 
Asking to know but Thee, and find Thee all! 

THE DUCTRINE OF THE SACRAMENTS. 

We give the following, from an article 
of E. B. Underhill, Esquire, 
don. The statement of the doetrines held by 
the variows Reformed Churches and that of 
the Baptists, is so clear, so satisfactory, that|} ia 
we cannot refrain from giving them to our read 
ers. The tendency towards sacramentalism 
has devel itself in almost every branch of| 
the Christian Church. ~ Itis the question that 
undetlies the Puseyite controversy among the 
English and American Episcopalians. The 
Baptists, if we except the movement of Mr. A. 
Campbell and his followers, have been preser- 
ved from. its influence. 

AVe now turn to the last topic on which we 
propose to engage the attention of our readers, 
—that of the respective views held by Baptists 
and other Protestant Churches on the so-call- 

- ed sacraments. 

The views of the great parties into which 
Protestants are divided, on the meaning and 
use of the two positive institutions of Chrisfis 
anity, have from the beginning differed funda- 
mentally, and given rise 10 prolonged and bit- 
ter controversies. It is obvious, oma very 
cursory glance at the formularies and confes- 
sions of the different Churches, that the doc- 
trines of Rome have on this subject exercised 
a strange influence ; that the Protestant sects 
but very imperfectly freed themselves from 
notions of sacramental grace and efficacy, 
and the trammels of priestly power. The Lu- 
theran churches, under Luther's guidance, 
maintained with much fulness the original error 
oS Boms Accord FUROA APTN eth pivon in, 
the sacraments, and communicates 40 the par- 
ticipant, invisible and heavenly blessings, thro’ 
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promises of God, an invisible divine thing; 
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another, and to distinguish them from those 
that are without’ Grace, however, is not 
absolntely and exclusively tied to the sacra- 
ments; to the non-elect and unbelieving they 
are valueless. In respect to baptism, it is 
God that freely purges us from our sins in his 
Son’s bleod, and Christ adopts us into his fa- 
mily, making with us a holy covenant, and 
enriching us with the gifts of grace. “All 
these things are sealed up unto us in baptism.” 
Inwardly, these gifts and graces are wrought 
by the Holy Spirit, outwardly, they are seal 
ed by water, and. by it represented to the eye. 
The baptized become bound to fight in the 
Christian warfare, and to render all due obe- 
dience to the Lord's commands. Their cove- 
nant relation to God through their covenant- 
ed and elect parents, entitles infants to every 
privilege and blessing of the gospel, whieh are 

af Lon. peated unto them in the baptismal ‘rite in vir« 
tue of their presumed election. Tr this view 
of baptism, the Calvinistic Churches substan: 
tially agree. © A portion of the Congregational 

England, however, following Dr. Hal- 
ley, deems the rite to be a mere symbol, a sig- 
nificant emblem of divine trath;+a sacred si 
of evangelical doctrine, illustrative of so 
important traths of the gospel, and to be ad-| 
ministered indifferently to all, without respect 
to age, character, or condition. As to the 
holy Sapper, the Calvinistic Churehes believe 
only in a spiritual presence of Christ in-the 
sacrament. ‘I he enjoyment of blessing or 
grace is made dependent on the begever’s 
faith; the body and blood of Christ are re- 
ceived only after a spiritual manner by the 
soul. Faith, co-working with tae sign, raises 
the soul upward into a state of communion 
with the Redeemer ; but this communion is 
by no means dependent on the sign. - It only 
ha to be contemporaneous. It may, at 
all other times, be realized by a living faith, 
without thesign. Nevertheless, the rite seals 
the benefits of Christ's sacrifice to all believ- 
ers, and is an assurance of p of their ac- 
ceptance with God. In the practical carrying 
out of these views, Calvinistic Churches pro- 
fess to baptize the children of believers only 
—that is, the children of professed Christians 
—and receive all the baptized to the table of 
the Lord, presuming their baptism a suffieient 
guaranty of genuine discipleship. © The Con- 
gregational churehes do not act on this broad 
principle. With the exception'already allud- 
ed to, they, for the most part, admit to bap- 
tism the children of believers only, understand- 
ing thereby those who are sincere followers of] 
Christ : bat admission to the Lord's Table is 
barred against all, éven the baptized, who do 
not evince un signs of atrue conver: 
sion ‘to God. Thus the purity of our charch- 

; fellowship is maintained at the cost of consist- 
y ; for it is self-evident, that if the baptiz- 

"led children of ‘believers inherit all the bless- 
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mode in which the sacraments operate. Thus, 
one affirms that the ** wholesome effect or ope: 
ration” is inseparable from the rite, un- 
lesssunwerthiness intervene to prevent the gra- 
sious result ; and especially with respect to the 
Eucharist, the Redeemer is really, though spi- 
ritually present, the believing recipient’com- 
municating in the precious body and blood of 
Christ after a ‘mystical and supersensual man- 
ner. The other party affirms, that the graci- 
ous effect is separable from the rite, though it 
myy be imparted at the same time the rite is 
performed, as it is one, though but one, of the 
several means and channels of grace appointed 
for the salvation of men. Regeneration, there« 
fore, is nota special grace of baptism. It may 
be wrought either by the preaching of the 
Word, or by the gift of the Holy Spirit at some 
other time. And as it respecty the second rite 
of the Church, the blessings of salvation are 
enjoyed through faith; yet may that faith be 
quickened and revived in the presence of the 
sacred signs by"which, as'it were, Christ is 
set forth crucified before the eyes of men. 

It were beside our purpese to detain our 
readers with any remarks on the question, 
iwhich of these views accords most nearly with 
the language of the Anglican formularies, It 
is, however, oir opinion, and one shared in 
by large numbers of impartial men, that the 
first view most truly expresses the teaching of 
the Articles and Liturgy. The two viewsare 
fendemppialiy discordant; and it can be no 
matter of surprise that the conflict upon them 
now agitating the Anglican establishment, 
threatens its disruption. 
With none of these opinions do the Baptists 

agree. Mere signs the sacraments cannot be, 
simply illustrative of important truth, since by 
baptism the convert is actually incorporated 
into the visible Charch of God ; while, by par- 
ticipation in the Holy Supper, he expresses his 
faith in. the atoning sacrifice of the Lamb, and 

grace, of regeneratien and forgiveness, or seals 
and assurances of the believer's acceptance 
with God. - We may express the Baptist views 
of baptism for instance, in the words of the an- 
cient confession : * Sacred baptism is an out- 
ward, visible, and evangelical action, in which, 
following the precept of Christ, and the prac- 

doctrine of the holy gospel, and have believed, 
and willingly received it witha pepitenl heart, 
are baptized in water in the name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit,”. Or,in a yet la- 
ter confession, that of 1646 :. “ Baptism is an 
ordinance of the New Testament, given by 
Christ to be dispensed. on fliksons professing, 
or that are made disciples, who upon profes- 
sion of faith, ought to be baptized, and after 
to partake of the Lord's Supper. As the an- 
swer of a good conscience, as the solemn eon- 
fession of faith in Chyist, and of adherence to 
his kingdom, baptism is an act of. practical 

importance and value. A line of distinetion 
is drawn between the kingdom of Christ. and 

Church visible, and the badge of Christian 
discipleship. . Yet baptism. is not without an 
additional and symbolic.meaning. - Death to 
sin and to the world is i forth in the act 
‘immersion, and a holy life entered 

"|upon, as the child of God emerges from the 
{laver of regeneration. ‘It is a sign,” says 

, “of the 

as. cers|the spirit of charity, tolerance, 

his fellowship with the family of the redeem-|ed 
ed. Still less are these rites the channels of 

tice of the apostles, they who have heard the 

and realization in any but the troly regenerate, 
in them that believe; simce baptism 1s expres. 
sive of & real transfer from Batan’s kingdom to 
God's, and a symbol of that final redemption 
in whieh faith rests, and which hope antici 
pates ;- the rite itself must Be limited in its ap- 
plication to those in whom these thingsare re- 
alized. Hence infants, who possess neither 
the ability to confess Christ, nor the power to 
comprehend thé blessings of salvation, cannot 
be fit subjects of baptism; 4nd, in opposition 
to the whole of Christendom; ‘the Baptist 
churches refuse to perform ‘what must in ail 
such cases be an unmeaning ceremony. 

Here, as in former instances, Scripture is 
the guide of the Baptist churches. On the 
institutions of the new covenant, the instruc- 
tions of Christ, by whose bloed it was ratified, 
ase Held to be paramouut and alone, What 
cannot be proved by the New Testament, they 
reject. They cleaye to the simple and deter- 
minate language of holy writ, . Sacramental 
grace and federal privileges appear. to. them 
to have no place in the rule of faith, And on 
the doctrine of the sacraments, as on other 
points, they are compelled” to bear their testi- 
mony against various perversions still upheld 
by Protestant churches, as well as by the 
pe of all these errors, the Church al) Rome 
itself. AT: 

In every stage of the Reformation, this tes- 
timony was borne. - Perspicacious. men saw, 
that in the absolute and sal authority 

© we mae 

But the principle covered too large « field for 
the Reformers, and they shrank es from 
pursuing the eourse to which God’s Word-and 
providence summoned them. They, sk 
short in its application to the interpretation of 
Scripture itself; they hesitated to employ” it 
in the ecclesiastical” 
ted by their abandonment of Rome ; they fear- 

for the ark of God; ¥f-it-we d-b 
human might; and the counsels 
potentates were more regarded in 
struction of the chareh fabric, its national ex- 
tension and maintenance; than the tight’ and 
wisdom of Him * whe isthe blessed and only 
potentate, the King of kings and of 
lords.” And not only so ; our sor is 
departure from the principles the Reforms 
had themselves unced, is deepened as 
we remember that the secalar arm, on which 
they leaned, was employed by them. to:reptess 
every differing sentiment. ' It did mot-euffice 
to gurb heavenly truth in-ragged tatters of hu- 
man device and con ion: + Everywhere 
the objector was ots as 
in Romish countries, with reprogeh-and’ tor. 
ture. The streams and dykes 
market-places of broad: 
tain lakes reco ern 

ether with i of Old En ; 
p= the settlements. of . ad, 
witness to the steadfast faith, the glow 
unwavering attachment tothe 
Jesus, the ardent love tor Christ, and devotion 
to bis crown and covenant, of the myriad of 
martyred Baptists, wha, for their testimony to 
the word of God, cheerfully, yea, joyously laid 
down their lives, * not a eliverance.” 

ty, the free expression of t and piety 
in their many forms, has been won. Nume- 

y 
earthly 

wy 
of Scripture lay the & IRAN Ark, . 
astical views the Baud deducs from it.— 
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