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A PICTURE FROM LIFE. 
The following from the pen of Emily B. 

Page, of Bradford, Vt., breathes the spirit ol 
genuine poelic inspiration, and will bring be- 
fure many a reader's mind some loved house. 
hold image. Wee copy from that excellen: 
paper, the Portland Transcript, a weekly whic! 
is a oreditde the place in which it is publish- 
ed, and worthy of a cordial and generous 
suppor 
eh OUR KATY. 

* H'here’s a pamering of light footsteps 
Across the sanded floor, 

And a face like the laughing sunshine 
Peeps. in at the half-shut door ; 
K a.vision of dreamlike baauty, 

With tresses of paly gold, 
And eyes like the violet blossoms’ 

‘That first to the spring unfold. 
‘With a brow like the first pure snow-flake 

That floats to the frozen earth, 
And lips all dunpled, and parting 

Yith a smile of bewitching mirth; 
the trembling shadow 

fh lB. her mystical grace, 
Is seen through the opening portal 
The light of her beautiful face, 

‘Que look of endearing welcome, 
Aad I fold in my sheltering arms 

* And L hide on my thrilling bosom 
The wealth of her glowing charms: 

“One moments sweet presence, 
Que cob RA ‘smiles, Ae 

Aad the light of her loving spirit 
The gloom of my heart beguiles, 

Then away with afawn like footstep 
She glides o'er the sanded floor 

the woice of her silvery laughter 
Floats back through the epen dos; ¢ 
4he is gone, like a gush of smusic © 

Breathed out in the pathless air, 
Like a rainbow that archeth the heavens 
To bend but » moment there; 

“Yet there dwells in my innermost spirit 
‘The light which her gladness brought, 

And my soul with a thousand bright visions 
Aud a thousand sweet fancies is fraught. 

“BEY. DR: NEALE’S ELECTION SERMON. 
' Dr.R. H. Neale, Pastor of the Ist Baptist 

‘Church in Boston, was called to preach the 
Aonual Sermon before ie Governor and Le- 
gislature of Massachusetts, usually called the 
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ection Sermon. In noticing the “event 
aad the subject of the esd = vi 
the Christian Watchman eflector indul- 
ges the followin, natural reminiscenses, The| 
time is rapidly approaching when the senti- 
ments of this dis oro sl bs awed 

ATE NOW © ame by panto. 
Po. i page of this sermon dost us 

1610US Lsirry,  discoursed 

| blows with greater force. 

- stall, 

and Mr. Wilson, “ to hear what sad things 
(are reported daily of your tyranny and perse- 

ened upon him, he was ordered to be whip- 
ped.” And he bore it without flinching, like 
a martyr. We will not linger on the circum 
stances of that visit of love made in 1651, 
Dr. John Clarke, of Newport, with Obadiah 
tiolmes, and Crandal, to their aged Baptist 
brother at Lynn; how they were arraigned 
and fined, and one of them, Holmes, in the 
words of his sentence, ‘* well whipped,” in 
this very city, so that, as Governor Jguks tes- 
ifies, he could for some time after take no 
rest but as he lay upon his knees and elbows. 
Three cords had the whip/—thirty strokes 

4 was the number,and thrice did the executioner] 
spit in his hands that he might lay on the 

** [t doth not a lit. 
te grieve my spirit,” said Richard Salston- 

writing of this matter to John Cotton 

cutivus in New-England, as that you fine, whip 
and imprison men {or their.consciences. » But 
Cotton was always ready to defend perse- 
cuti ** You think,” smd he in reply, * to 
comfel men in matter of worship is to make 
them sin. If the worship be lawful in itsglf, 

~ pthe magistrate compelling him to come to it, 
compelleih him not to sin, but the sin is in his 
will, that needs to be campelted to a Christian 
duty. ” "Cotton died soon after this letter was 
writen, and Gov. Dudley, who, when asked 
whether those who differed in opinion from 

{the established faith of the colany might mi-| 
grate from England into it, Gad iy “Gr 
forbid our love for the truth should be grown 
#0 cold that we should tolerate errors,” “soon 
followed him to the grave. These lines were 
in the Governor's pocket at his death: 

# Let men of God in courts and churches watch 
For such as do a ToLERATION hatch.” 

Such things had laid a good foundation for 
an agitation of the question of baptism, which 
usually turns out for the furtherance of Bap- 
tist sentiments. Heory Dunstar, President of 

‘| Harvard College, preached against infant bap- 
tism, and the minds of othérs in high places 
were disturbed by questionings on the subject. 
Dunstar was forced to quit his Presidency, 
and retire to the more tolerant colony of Ply- 
mouth, where he died not long after. Ministers’ 
meetings, conventions and synods assembled 
in Boston, to settle questions about baptism. 
*“ As some were studying,” says Hubbard, 
“ how baptism might be enlarged and extend: 

the Editor of|ed to the seed of the faithfil in their several 
nerations, there were others as studious to 
rive all unadalt children thereof, and 10 re. 

‘the privilege only to adult believers.” — 
d| The establishment of the * halfway cove- 

nant,” was immediately succeeded by the rise 
of the First Baptist Church in Boston. That 
church a Muy 28, 1665. Nine 
members sed the bumble any godly fel- 
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eral Court, by a wi 
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Bf stoi. 

rion before the Ge- 
ister, and he the}w: 

ap Gash Boston {| distus 
8, 28 icy shes 

ble disposition" 
“so far from 

e Quakers did, that 
Where 19 find them.” 

length, and 
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byling letter iu their behalf, but without effect. 

ency towards the Baptists, but were punished |ted vatil they lea ned that the King had ge- 
for their impertinence. Robert Mascall sent |eeived mtelligence of their suffering, and had 
over from England a most sensible and mov- ordered thei persecators to desist, Having 

learned thisjthey resumed the use of their 
Ecclesiastical difficulties were now multi-| house, but were forthwith summoned before 

plying. These people, who assumed the guar- {the court of assistants, to answer for their 
dianship and control of their neighbors’ faith, | breach of the Ww, Here they defended thems 

were unable to preserve unity among them-|selves with signal ability, but in vain, The 
selves on this very question of baptisin. A|marshal nailed up the house, and by a written 
minority split off from the church over which{paper on the door, bearing the signature 0 
Cotton and Wilson had presided, formed al’ Edward Rawson, Secretary,” forbadeit to 
new church in 1669, (the present Old South) be opened for. meetings or any other purpose, 
embodying the new notions of baptism lately until ‘the General Court should further order. 
established by ‘wuthority. Gov. Bellingham|The Baptists met the next L fmty in the 
feared a tumult, ‘and called his Council, buvyard, and im the ensuing week constructed a 
the Council by a major vote, allowed the new|shed for the purpose, but on the second Sun. 
charch to go on. The General Court when |day, they found the doors of their house open, 
it-nssembled, saw in this *‘ declension from and believing the process of ejectment to have 
the primitive foundation work,” an ominous| been illegal, they ventured toenter, . In May 
cause of God's displeasure, and declared the|they weresummoned before the Court, when 
new church * irregular, illegal and disorder- they urged in their defence, i, that the house 
ly.” But the next election changed the com-| was their own, 2. that there was no law against. 
position of the Legislature, and when that bo- [it when it was built, and 3. that i: was the 
dy came together again, it reversed this con-|king’s pleasure that they shcu!d occupy it in 
demnatory proceeding,—beautifully illustrat-| peace. They then petitioned for jeave to pc- 
ing how Cmsar takes care of the house of cupy, butghe Court, though they forgave the 
God. past, forbade their meeting ip it any more.— 

It might be supposed that such differences] h€ prohibition was of little farce bowever; 
among themselves would have pramated tole-| fOr they were soon in quiet possession. 
rance. But not so. In 1672, Shepherd| Indeed tlie days of this sortof persecution, 
preached his ** Eye-salve” eleetion sermon, |were drawing rapidly to a close. Great events 
and both quotes Cotton, who had said, *Jt|were else at hand, James II. anguls the 

toleration that made the world anti-Chris-{ charters of the colonies at his pleasure. An- 
att, wad the the|droa of the province of New Eng- 

prmishment of havetion, ” Td Frei is the Established reli 
toleration to the devil. ** Tis Sutan’s policy, | gion. ribo yg opens its doors to the sur- 
says he, to plead for an indefinite and hound-|plice, and its nti. echa the liturgy of the 
less toleration.” And this year the General Church of England. ¥ hankful are the late 
Court revises and reprints the laws banishing oppressors of their Baptist brethren, that now 
Bapdists from the colony. The year following, [they can have * toleration” in common with 
1673, President Quakes, of Harvard College, [those brethren. True, this aromalous politi- 
preached the election sermon ;—* I look upon cal condition. i is of short duration: Fhe re- 
toleration,” said be ‘“ as the first born of all{volution of 1688 in England witnesses a simi 
abominations.” In the election sermon offlar revolution here; bat under the reign of 
1676, William Hubbard said, “ It is made, William and Mary the arrogant persecutions 
by learned and judicious writers, one of the]of former times cannot be renewed. Religi- 
undoubted rights of sovereignty, to determine |ous liberty was yet by ne means attained, but 
what religion shall be publicly professed and|a large step towards it was 1aken, More tha 
exercised within their dominions” “And in|a century of annoyances, vexations, and pecu. 
dedicating the sermon he used this significant] na M. losses, were yet to be the lot of theBaptisty 
language, —** 1fhe was not mistaken who said, of asshchinetin. before the magistrate should 

It is morally impossible to rivet the Christian cease to ymermeddle with ecclesiastic affairs. 
religion into the body of a nation without. in-| The change which evep a few years had ef. 
a. by proportion it will necessarily | fected, however, was noticeable in the sub- 
follow, that the neglect or disuse thereof stance and tone of the election sermon, at thle 
will directly tend to root it out.” Hubbard|first General Court after the union of the two 
the preacher, and Hubbard the historian, are colonies, Massachusetts and Plvmonth, by the 

in harmony. The latter says that synods and|charter of 1692. I'he preacher, still reserves 
messengers will not keep ecclesiastical peace, | place fof the interference of the magistrate, 
“ unless they be a little acuated by the eivil|but protests that he is not to compel men, who 
authority. Y  Acuated means sharpened, andijare conscientiously of a different way of think. 

the word is to the point. Ja 1677, Increase ing, to this or that way of worship by aivil pe. 
Mather preached the election sermon. He, nalties. Progress was in the right direction, 

too, quotes Cotton, who can hardly be opened {and we are blessed with the liberty and peace 
amiss when one desires aid in that line, and|{which are its ripe fruits. I nogr day a minis 
gives his own testimony thus: ** I believe that|ter of that denomination, which first and alone 
antichrist hath not at this day a more proba- testified. Lop vy persecution, a d suffered ex 
ble way to advance his kingdom of darkness, [ile, stripes, fines and i nment (or its tes- 

s{than by a toleration of all religious. persaa- timony, and of that . very church whose mem- 

icon But, all houar to Increase Mather, he bers were hunted and driven as we have de- 

rim to the First Baptist church. By this 

thought better afterwards. IS ee Mors wi the pulpit ® pr Soh 
3 urch, ap ore the assembled authorities 
But we Dp SR hoy; sod of the Con agit proclaims those same 

dogirines ol { religious Nberas which bis church 
their nymbers had inereased to about and denominati ion’ have contended and sal eighty persous, (Backus, vol. 1, p. 484,) a 

and in belérs the On the Baptists were s 

/ 

eneral ovis a ei od ra rel aveb-descer 

law| tian, and rian, 

y had roceeded to build a house of ed for from beginning ; —cud all 
on foriiot = way that the purpose of the and al Court say, Amen! i dead 

2-1 fi e was not suspected until they met in it,} © Such i is the religions liberty en) 
e{ Feb. 15, 1679. This was too much te be 0-11 United States. It is derived, 

i the King in Zion, It is not regarded 
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