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RELIGION $HOULD COST U3 SOMBTHING.
We hear much said about the freeness of|
salvation—so much ‘that some would almost
make themselves believe it to be lljn to be at
any expense on account of it, Hence the good
other 1ejoiced exceedingly to think that-he
ad been a professor of religion so many years,
nd it had cost him only twenty-five cents ! —
géw cheap! Worship God with nothing and
have an excellent opportunity to accumulate
the things of this werld! But this is not the
way the true Christian feels. He is ready to
acknowledge that God has a claim upon his
body, mind, and all that he possesses, and he
feels bound at all times (o act with reference
to that elaim. The conrequence is, that his
religion costs bim something.

So.it was with David when he desired to
make an acceptable offering unto, God, and
worship him in such a manngr as to avert ex-
isting calamities, and secure his blessing. He
needed a suitable place to build an altar, and
appear before his Ged. The place, the sacri-

fice, the materials necessary, wese all gratuit.{SUs, and pointed them to Calvary, the Spirit

ously offered him: but understanding tha?
there is something more in true worship than
the mere external act—that there must be a
sacrifice—a giving up of the world, he says,
 Nay, I will surely buy it of thee at a price.”
So he bought it, prepared it, and then wor-
shipped God acceptably,

hat which costs us nothing is worth noth-
ing.

‘l'. In ogr own estimation. So it isin re-
gard 1o the things of the world. I do notsay
that nothing is useful which costs us nothing.
The air which we breathe'is of the greatest
utility ; yet we put no price upon_ it. Itis
considered as a symbol of nothing among
men ; and to éffer it to God, would be.to offer
him nothing. We estimate the value cf things
not so much according to their utility as ac-
cording to their necessary cost, Thingsof no
utility have their prices without which they
cannot be obtained; and. things that are use-
ful haye their prices graduated by the scarcity
and consequent cost. This is the case with
the metals. Let-gold be as plenty as iren,
and we might. be as willing to exchange it as
the aborigines of Mexico. Letit become as
plenty as the sand and clay of our streets; and
how woula it differ from them in value? It
might be made into vessels, and the labour ex-
peaded would give it value just as it gives va-
lue.to our glass.and pottery ware. “The fact
i, if gold.. cost a man nothing it would be
worth nothing®o him, and so wtth everything
else. o

That knowledge which requires the great-
est sacrifice is, as a general rule, the most va-
luable to us, = How soon will a child learn sin
and .'fony I, He will seem to catch almost n-
stinctively that which is of no benefit, while
valuable discipline and ersidition zomes only
by severe study—Dby close and persevering ap-
plication. Jn no other way can he become an
adept ia the arts, sciences, and liferature. He
must devote time and money to it. He must
sacrifice ease and comfort for the sake of it.—
Bug.there is no special effort regnired to de-
vour the Light literature of the day, and be-|
come an adept in vice.
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Phe same principle is true.in religion. 1]
it requires nothing it amounts to nothing. I’

there is no leiting go, and giving np, of the

world—no sacrifice of-time, talents—of pr

rom it; and in

rOm proportion te the sacrifice will
the benefit,

senefil.  We rpust *“Buy the truth and
sl {aot . Ther mue be s haing sesr
fice” Yor it. * Yes,™ says ome, *“but we are
% s

iﬁi it without money and without price

‘'o.be sure, tnere is no specific sum of mo
requized for it, .indeed any money..

- pour may have it without |

. *4:;
hness, there will be ng. benefit derived

| He has said
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Indifference to Sabbath Schools. |

“ 1 praythee have me excused,” is'the lan-
guage of too many of the professed followers of
Christ, forgetting the solemn covenant ‘they
have engered into, to consecrate themselves'to
the service of God ; they form the habit of
saying, at the call of every duty, however easy
to-be performed, *‘ I pray thee have me eXcu-
sed” My heart has been pained at the
thought, that so many are verily puilty, in the
sight of God, for indulging in'such awful apa-
thy, in the cause'of the Sibbath Schoel.” It
is one of the most delightful employments that
a Christizn can be engaged in, and nothing
but uncontrolled providences, should ever hin-
der a child of Ged from this blessed work.

There are many, very many, who stay away
and refuse to lend their aid, as teachers or
scholars 1 they will allow anything for an ex-
cuse. ‘One yoong lady has left a class of in-
teresting little giris, with whom she had met
with their smiling faces, they had listened, in
breathless silence as she 1o0ld the story of Je-

had begun to make impressions upon their ten-
der hearts and as it began to germinate, a:wi-
thering blast came over it, their teachersleft,

teacher at ineeting, and as soon as the morning
service is ended she hastens home;—they look
sorrowfully at each other, and sk, can she
love us1 At length, justified by her absence,
they leave, the e¢lass 1s broken up, and more
than certain, the interest goes with it. Is the
teacher-not responsible for all this 7, whe wiil
not say, if she had been fouad 'faithful,  that
all these dear youth would have been gathered
into the fold.of God—their names enroiled in
the Lamb’s book of life. Teacher, God has 2
controversy. with you | ' Another don’t hike
the confinement, and has no time to study; and
has prayed to be excused. IHe had a regalar
class that he had instructed for a long time,

soon, those young men, that had respected the
Sabbata Schoul, becgme careless and incon-
stant, their minds less susceptible, they fiaally
leave the school and religious restraiis;~—be-
come hardened. and. impenitent. and die un-
converted! Ohlif he-had been found at his
post, this class might have been converted- to
God; and become the heralds of salvation to
their fellow men, '

It is impossible for a. Sabbath Sehool
flourish, withaut a deep felt interest, a willing-
ness.to spend and be spent for its.advance-
ment.  We shoeld be devoted to eus work,
ever feeling our gredt responsibility, and never
absent ourselves without such reasons as would
avail with God. ' We shall never regret any
labour or sacrifice we make, when .we take a
retrospective view of our lives in the light of
eternity. For we are rapidly hastening to the
judgment where. we must give -an account of
our_stewardship to God, |
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I Bave Nothing to Give:
So said a member of the —==iv ghurch, to
one of the appointed. collectors  for Foreign
Missions. And yet he professed to be a disci-
ple ot Jesus Christ—to" be’ governed by the
self-denying principles of his gospel.
Nothing to give. “And yet he talked of the
preciousness of ‘the gospel to his soul—of the
hapes he entertained of salvation through its
blood-purchased pragisions—but he has noth-
ing to give to extend these hopes and joys to
those whom he professes ta Jove as himself,
Nothing & give. And he sometimes at-
tends the monthly concert and prays that God
will send the gospel tothe ends ol the earth.
aid mfny ‘times during the year,
““"I'hy ki:’i‘gdggi‘
was prayef. ‘If dollars were as cheap as words,
jWasuW_’&Mvﬂﬁ,ﬁuM?ﬁb;ﬁﬂl:, I

their prayess, there

hy-ord

the class came a few Sabbaths, and are their|

they were very' constant and. attendtive;. butf

to}

r‘g!:) out alone with my. gan,

come,” and ‘pretevded that it

e “’m\*‘\’“hmﬁtus as|F

fan Vinitor:. ‘

. Nothing to give. Yet'God, in his provi-
dence, is constant and munificent, in his bene-
factions. Every his treasury is opened,
and fresh blessings are freely dispensed.—
God never answers te the claims of his.erea-
tures upon his daily . benevolence, “ I have
mothing to give,” ‘What we have to bestow
comes a!l from Him ; and no conceivable rea-
son can be imagined why we should: cease or
hesitate to give while  he furnishes the
means, 3 < \

Nothing tagive. Then younught specially
to Jabor that you'may earn something to give
away. Oh! is' wot this asking too mich ?—
What! work on purpose to devote the wages
to benevolence. Ebgage in hard manual labor
for the very purpese of devoting the proceeds
to charity. Does not that savor a'little of fana-
ticism 7+ Precisely the funaticism of St. Paul
—** Let him , labor, working with his own
bands the thing that'is good, that he may have
to give to him that needeth,”

“That man may last—but never h’ves,,
Who much receives and nothing gives ;

W\ hom none can love—whom none can thank—,
Creation’s blot-~—creation’s blank.”

[Ch. Watch. & Reflec.

The Lupatic and the. Sporfsman. ,

In an article on “ The World at Large,”
the purport of ‘which is to show that men who
are repuedly sane often act insanely, a writer
in Chambers’ Journal re-produces. this story:
A gentleman of fortune visited a lunatic
asylum, where the treatment consisted chiefly

in forcing the patients to stand in tubs of cold|"

water : those slightly affected, up to the knees,
others, whose cases were graver, up 10° the
middle ;. while persons very seriously ill, were
immersed up to.the neck.. The visitor-enter-
ed into conversation with.ene of the patieuts,
who appeared to have some curiosity to know
how the stranger passed his time out of doors,|
*“I have horses and greyhounds for. cours-
ing,” said the. latter, iu reply to the other’s
question, : L

‘““ Ah, these are very expensive.”

“Yes; theycost me a great deal of money
in the year, but they. are the best of their
kind.” i

hawking"” -
“[ see; birds for h

swell up the expense,
“ You may say tha
on in this countiry,

unting birds. And these
dare say.” 3

for they are not cem-
id thea 1 'sometimes'
ccompanied by a

setter.and a rettiever.” _ )

* And these are expensive Yoo 1"

“ Of course, After.all, itibnot the anim
of themselves that run away Vith the money ;
there must bé ‘men, ybu kunow, te feed- and
look afier them, houges to'lodge them in—in
short, the whole sporting establishment.” '
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. enjoyment,

 years :
‘had deposited a sum of more

poor man’s stomach is « grafry for our corn,
which never can be exhabsted : the psor mui's
back is a wardrobe for our clothes, %;;:e—»
ver can llaged ; the peor man’s pocket 14
a bank for our.money, which never can disap--
point or ‘deceive nss all therich traders ju the
world: faay decay and bresk ; ‘but the poor
man cagnever fail, ex God bimself turn
pankrupt; far what wé give tothe poor we
deliver and ‘intrast in his hands, out of whicl
no foreé can wring it, no éraft can filch it
it is laid up in heaven, whither no thiefean |
climb, where so moth or rust do abide. In
despite of all the fortone, of all the might, of
all the malice in the world, thie liberal Sam.
will ever be rich: for God’s providence is his-
estate 1 God’s wisdom and power are his de-
fence ; God's love and favor -are his pewdird
God’s word is his assurance, who hath said it
that ** he who gives to the poer shall not lack.'™
No vicissitude, therefore, of things ean sur
prise him, or find him. unfurnished § no disas-
ter can impoverssh him;_ no adversity eun,

overwhelm. him. :
Selfishness in the Parsnit-of Weaith:

Thorough selfishness destm;a or paralyzes.
A heart made selfish by the con~

test for wealth, is like a citadel stormed in war...

et e et e

e ——

The banner of victory waves over dilapi i
walls, desolate chambers, and magazines tid-:
dled with artillery. * Men, covered wim',sweiq.*
and begrimed with toil, expect to find joy

in a heart reduced by selfishness to, a smould-

ering heap'afigins, 4 o AT T

I warti évery aspirant for wealth xgﬁ‘d.&fﬁo‘
infernal canker of splfishness, It willeat out
the heart with the fire of hell, or bake iﬁb&
er than a stone. The hgart of avaricious old
age stands-Jike a bare rock in a bleak wilder~.
ness, and there is no rod of anthority, nor now
incantation of pleasure, which can draw from,
it one rystal drop to quenchthe’raging thirst
for satisfaction. . But listen ;not to my werds
alone ; hear the solemn voice of God, pro-.
nouncing doom upon the selfish: * Your
riches are corrupted, 4nd your garments are
moth-eaten. Your gold and silver is. canker—
ed; and the rust of ther be a witne

I Ty i ainst you, and shall eat your fiesh as it were
Have you anything more 1” ; mgn!mﬁ yda, aig e g T 'ﬁ W
“Yes: 1 ha¥g a pack of hiounds for bunting {ﬁre, -.-R"!’ 5”'&353‘”“‘?" i g
the fox, ' . §EEER T R TS L duremenin mp e SRR
~‘* And they cost a great deal, too 2™ iki bra’ 0¥ rhabity ﬁﬂﬂ‘l P"?" g 4
| A very great deal.. And I have birds for| . Amungst the many. ;

against the great Cajvin, duting bis.li
that be was avaricious, and was accn
large treasures, .llnﬁt.efﬁfm his charge, C
vin states the following acta ;" Abou ¢l

e Sy bt

v

sand gold dollars, and withou
a receipt. Assoonas I saw.
E’Q_‘g&&,dedarcﬁ,,,'

pose of the mon
would not u

ey s, L the
m:&&: &,
took care he sent’ei

aid

*“Tsee; Lsee; you have horses, hounds,

the capture of foxes and birds. What an
enormous reventie they must eost you !:
tirn do they pay?

sporting prodace?”’

#y.are getting rather scarce hereabouts—and
we Beldom bag less’ than fifty brace of ‘birds
£y 34 R b 34 95 | kl 3

i v | Yt 5 xR oy
season,” B Yoa
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® Hark 1 said the lunatic, looking anxious-
ly vound him. "+ My:friend " "‘» ot

whisper, *“ there is the gate, be
b o A " e, ind booff outif

¥ ¥ shte oy
W you.”

I
|'¢§t(.ai§b:urg, to

setters, retrievers, hawks, men; and all for]

Now, what' T want 'to«kﬁgb is this; Wl}at’_m»
What does your year's/br

4 Why, we kill a fof now and ' then—cnly {8

ousible persons to dispose o
Wihen he wished to give n

2y
s




