JAfrikaan says, the straggle may be looked
as having bo’:'n fairly commenced, and the sword
will now have to decide that to effect which, by
negotiation, too great eagerness appears to Have
existed.
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THE WANT'OF'MINIS'I:ERS.

Dr. Baird, than whom no one is better .able
to speak understandingly upon the subject,
reports that at present, in.the United States,
there is a deficiency ofs not less than thirty-
four thousand evangelical ministers.  Not
merely that that number could find employ-
went, but that there are already that number
of. pulpits in which there is.no Pastor to offi-
eiate. Are Christians aware of this fact, and
shat the disparity in.the number of Churches
and of Ministers is constantly increasing?" It
is increasing in these Provinces and over this
Continent to which such multitudes are
thronging from the old world. Our own deno-
mioation is as deficient as perhaps any other.
In Maine,. with 295 Baptist Churches, there
are only 201 ordained ministers, so that even
if every.such minister was Pastor of a Church,
which is not the case, nearly one-thllrd of
m would be without adequate pastoral care.
‘heln the wholeUnitedStates, with 10,441 Bap-
tist Charches, there arg, but 6094 ordamed-
ministers, including all superannuated ones,
officers of Colleges, Secretaries of Societies,
Missionaries, Agents, &c., showing more than
cne-third of the Churches without Pastors.

In Canada, with 125 BaptistChurches, there
are only 67 ordained ministers. In New
Brunswick, with 67 Churches, there are only
46.ordained ministers.  In Nova Scotia with
100.Churches there are only 67 ordained mi-
mjsters, leaving one half of the Churches in

Canada, one-fourth in New Brunswick, and
one-third in Nova Scotia destitutg of. Pastoral;

«<are.. With sach a present destitution, what
must it soon be at rapid increase of mem-
bers with which notwithstanding all our un-
faithfulness it has pleased the Lord to bless our
Churches? Jn 1850 there were baptized in
the United States 47,719 converts on profes-
sion of their faith, The last year there were
in the same way baptized in Néw Brunswick;
476 ;. and in Nova Scetia, 845. - Considering
the average number of members to a Church
over these fields, which is 72, this.increase
of one-year, 49,040 members, would.require
about 700 to be ordained to meet their needs,
18 of which ordinations should have been in
these Provinces.. e
Neglecting to loek. out the gifts in eur
Churches and' to encouralge g:unghnlxlen u; :
forth to preach the gospel where shall weloo
" for a mimry to our Churches?- Will they
come from Canada where the destitution is
twice as great as here?. Will they come from

the States where not only the déstitution is as

great as ours, but where ministerial privileges

and ministerial emoluments-are both far greas-|

er than here? No we can look to neither, of
these sources ; but-on the other:hand we have
teason to fear a draft from both these quar-
ters on these Provinces.. This has been the
case hitherto, and our liability to loss in.this
i “respect never.was so great as new. What
theq is to be-done?’ We can easily imagive

how ready many will-be to respond,

= |written.”

2°|sleeping and'my waking thoughts are thia

Do g . - o

|men that need not-be ashamed, divid-
ing the word of truth; He would have men
wholly given to'the work. He would have
them held in: esteem for their work’s sake ;
He would ‘rave the Churches eneourage their
Pastors;: He  would have them comfortably
supported. ““The laborer is worthy of his
hire,” *“Who goeth a warfare at s own
charges? Who feedeth a flock, and eateth
not of the milk of the flock? Say I these
things as a man? or saith not the law the
same also? For it is written in the law of

the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God
take care of oxen 7 or saith he it altggether for
our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this. is

Let the Churches or those who would offer
acceptably the prayer for an increase to the
ministry encourage and aid the young men in
our Churches who are mentally qualifiéd for
the work, and endeavor to persuade them of
their duty and to give themselves toit. There
has prevailed a singular disposition to leave
young men to their own impressions.. Encou-
ragement has been given to any one however
defective in natural gifts and qualifications who
has expressed a wish to preach, and those who
have not put themselves forward have not been.
considered the proper subjects for encourage-
ment with reference to the ministrg. "Bhis
has been the consequence of absurdly errone-
ous ideas of what a Divine call to the minis-
try is, and How a young man shall have this
call commanicated. It is taken for granted
that those whoare forward to go, and who talk
of their strong convictions and impressions,
especially if favored with a flow of words to
address an audience, are the ones called, and
that @ woe is on them if they preach not thé
gospel. Now then take the principle and con-
sider it as thus exhibited. It includés two
parts. 1. A divine call to preach is-made on
the individual’s own.mind.. 2. The individa-
al’s impressions are the index by which the
Churches are to be guided.: To show how
little reliance is due to such a course we sim-
ply ask when is this divine guidance to cease 7

the Gréat Master whose work he is to do—the
under-shepherd feeding Christ’s sheep till his
work is done, and his_commission cancelled
by the Head of the €hurch?’or is he tb loose
it as soon as the consent of some Church and
Council has been given to his lisdenss or fiis
ordination? If {his latter is the case, that'the
Lord merely, as it were, puts him on the foad

and leaves him there ; we ask, whers do yb‘w
find anything in Script uch. an
opinion? 1If you say the Lord contihues the

call and guidance in the same channel where
he commenced it; then, we ask, why. do
Churches contend against Gad ?_ why. do they
dare interpose their judgment between G‘od‘;
servant.and the work the Lord has given him
to do? Does any ask,‘what Church does
we ask.earnestly what Charsh does not 1=
Where'is the Church that allows any mau, old
oryoung, with or without natural gifts, to

your minister ; my soul is stioved in.your e
half; 1 pity perishing soul$among yeu uq
% |

must ‘preach here; you must obey me as hav
ing the rule over you in the 'Lord ;' you must
esteem me very highly in love ; you must sup-
port me according to the scriptural instrusti
on this point? Now, will your view of
a Divine call work in this case, or must y

abandon it and adopt-another ¥ We beligve

b
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Is it to be continued to him as the servant of!

;gi{b‘pgi-nning has been made. [t cannot

to them and say, “ [ have a call of God to E

o

L‘mg it..

the Head of the Church might:indicate in re-
gard to the young of the flock: - As the Church
does not scruple to consider- concerning the
physical, mental, social and moral qualifica-
tions of an old Minister when concluding wha
the Lord miay appeint:or where and to what
the Lord may call him, whence arises the
jealousy of interference with the imapression of
an inexperieneed young man,whether his im-
pressions should be for or against preaching?

have every reason to believe that much
of the objgetion against a suitable and com-

Moses, thou shalt not thuzzle the mouth of}fortable support of the ministrywill be obvia-

ted when good sense and piety are allowed to
walk together and not fall qut by the way, in
the matter of calling young men forward to

ar'nistry.

We believe further that the : objections
agaiost the Education,of the Ministry in Li-
teracy. Institutions -wil be undermined and
will disappear as the Chuzch conducts scrip-
turally in seeking out, maintaining, and suit-
ably encouraging the gifts. with which the
Lord may bless it in the personal endowments
of its converts young and old, leading andad-
visirln‘g every.one-to his appropriate sphere and
work. ‘

We believe further. that when the Church
in the exercise of its matured ' and“sanctified

judgment has exercised its gwn proper rights

in the calling of a suitable ministry. the latter
will be found to be men who will command
persenal respeet and maintain the respectabi-
lity of that office which God has - commanded
should met be despised.”

~ The gpard'of the respectability of the office
and of its dutieg lies so-day just where it did
when the inspired Apostle charge. his young
brother to qualify himself for these by dili-
gent culture-and study, to show himself a work-
maen that need fnot te-be ashamed, empha-
tically adding, ‘““Liet no man despise thy
youth,” that is, let no man be left with any
just pretext for despising thy youth. Your re-
spectability and personal and official influ
ence rests - where every other manls - does.—
‘“ Let no man,despise you.”

Atapia Conece—An effort is to be put
forth immediately to collect in each County
of Nova-Scotia the Pound subseriptions pledg
ed in past - years to the College, to cover its
current expenses for the year nearly closed.
Some Minister in each County it is thogslu
can be found to collect these sums, The Pa-
tishes of Wollfville and Corawallis are com-

the 0‘0‘0“ g‘ Mh ‘b‘i' he.n’ m‘ 4
and' works tow#atds the endown 2

previous to the Association. This is g

: str e
ly, others will feel c(mﬁdcneewl;ydm ' d.
ment to rally: * We understand an excellent
Ea ok
bject um
3 and Churches and either
feel indifferenttowardsit. Will the Churches
do without a Ministry ** Where
look for another generation of Ministers un-
less they show-that they appreciate the-o
and will afford every facility to have it ¢
tably filed, and its duties creditabl
charged. We will ask in vain for a an{
if we despise- and neglect the means which

z:b:e that'the urgency of this sa
wn-by Ministers

Sériptare and the providence of God-direet as
the natural and; necessary ones for seeus-
\

Meuini--han been he ’

the essential defect ifn this‘..iigw of a call s,
‘that an. Jmpression of ‘an. vidual, the uns
certainty and fickleness of which is usa
admitted, is exalted above the wisdom, in
gence and good sense of the Church of Ch
which has been divinely constituted the p
apd ground of the trath, and invested with,
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Bro. Burpe’s agency™ Fhe my
en well. atténded, the exercise:
and the collections and contril
these Churches. will
of themselves at the '

the important and responsible work of - the!

ing forward as volunteers to see what repori

Their position naturally makes them tg be re-|'DeY
'garded as the leaders, and if

|of a spring bird heard gladdenin
|ing, and making ‘a strell »djigm
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the several places of worship of oun Church
in the City and Portland this week, ¢ r fagili-

a Resolution to vacate the rooms in Bfoom.
Street and procure saitable temporary accom.
modations. for the -Saciety’s local business. -

A: Committee was+appointed to: whom i
was - given. to mature some plan, if
sible, for purchasing orsbuilding a suﬂm
structure with such conveniences for" stores,
rooms, and effices, that the rent might be saved
for-all that the Somety might require. The
Committee included men of so much business
talent and wealth that the prospect is consider.
ed quite sure of success, _

The regular annual meeting is t6 be held
at. Cleveland, Ofio ; for this reason but a brief
abstract was read, by the - Cérresponding Se.
cretary, of the Annual Report, from which it
appears that—‘“In the Home department,
there have been changes in the mode of oper-
ations, and keeping accounts; and the man-
agement of the business according to the plans
proposed. last vear, had resulted in -a small
gain of about $250, to this department.

The receipts have exceeded expectations,
amounting to $42.312 25, notwithstanding
the-commercial embarrassments of a part of
the yehw; the withdrawalbof sixty auxiliaries,
by the formation of the Southern Bible Socie-
ty;: and the difficulties. resalting from - the
change of. Secretaries in the middie: of the
year, and the change, also, of .some of the
agents. Fhe receipts are-larger than in-any
former year. of. the- Society’s history; except
the last. ;

All the appropriations ‘and .demands have
been met. $21,570 have been supplied to the
Foreign field, 811,500 of it through : the
Treasusy..of ‘the Muissionary Union.. The.
balance was principally expended <in Europe.
During the fifteen .years of -the -operations of
the society. $240,460 have been expended in
giving the Word -of God~ to the destituté in
foreign lands.

Newron TueorogicaL INsTiTuTiON.~The
work of Endowing this valuable Institution .
has now been undertaken with an earnest will.
Rey. Horace T. Love, formerly Missionary
to Greece,. has taken the Agency, at the solici-
ation of the Trustees.: Instead: of. raising
850,000 as was contemplated - fast ‘year, the
effort is now resolved upon for $100,000,
equal to £25,000, twice and a half what we
are now contemplating for Acadia College.
Several gentlemen who had already su
more than doubled their subsecription.
wish them évery success. _ :
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bhave been intreduced into -
2 | , Phi ia, where
88 to feed from the hands of passers by.

- We wonder how long before the‘vandalism -
manifested in the vicinity of ‘St. Jobn, will
give place to such a degree of sensibility and
refinement as would allow so plessing a spec-
tacle. At.present no sooner is the first note
ing the morn- |
for

arents and chi . but dogs-end :
eyt et 7

sand

thus what few -chances might. ise be
afforded for a pleasant walk.and healthful ex-
ercise are spoiled. We know. of no-sphere
for Magisterial, reform that:would indicate a
|right direction.of taste more urgent, .-~ -

Rev. Dr.Dowling .mofibmmtkhomm 7
ccessful: pastors.of New York city, has
thecallalthe Sausord stros

"_shey felejassared scripturally : *Ptay to the
Hm 3 the Harvest that he will send forth|
sqaborers into the vineyard.” Did such enes
" ever hear of the Priest who was called forth|

the barren fields of his flock? Mani~
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iﬂ Churches of an independent or conge
tional form of guvernment in saying who:
lor who shall net be Pastor, and ent
to their confidence and support as such
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festing no lack of grace, but a great deal more| 1ly say, let the €hurch exercise the . ¢ ‘f‘s":;"““”“’f“’ AND. onmt
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