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 { have not many words to utter on the pre.|Structed in Protestantism do not, and certaio- 
sent occasion, but am very glad to have the ly our Roman Catholic antagonists never 

my hearty concur-| questioned the contrariety between them.— 

THE PROTESTANT ALLIANCE. 
At this deeply important and interesting 

meeting there were some most powerful 
Speeches deliverd by Ministers of different de- 
nominations, but we shall confine ourselves to 
two, as they embody the substance of what 
was uttered, and which have already, we find, 
‘told well. The Chairman, the Earl of Shaftes- 
bury, thus spoke :— 

“ We are met here to celebrate the first an- 
niversary of the Protestant Alliance—( cheers) 
an association formed of persons of different 
classes and opinions, membem of the Church 
of England and of the various Nonconformist 
bodies, who all unite together to assert that 
which they hold in common—=the supremacy; 
of the Word of God-=the right of private 
judgment—the maintenance of ¢ivil and reli- 
gious liberty—{cheers)—and I rejoice to say, 
that the records of the past year will show the 
entire harmony of our proceedings, our couan- 
eils, and operations. - They have been carried 
on without even the shadow of disunion— 
(hear; hear)—and_[ do rejoice that the expe- 
rience of the past gives us great ground for 
hove in the future, that we shall be ‘able to 
present a common front against the advance 
of our common and deadly enémy.  Now,} 
every day’s experience confirms me niore and 
more in the “belief of such associations as 
these. 1 regret that they should be necessa- 
ry; but, being rae I rejoice - - Fars 
they are formed. ‘We might say, Would to 
i fr A po, ef were prophets ; 
but when we see hew, in the present stirring 
times, so many are led away by various oceu- 
pations, by the calls of business, by the neces- 
sities of toil—when we see how little leisure 
there is for thought, reflection, or observation, 
for a moment they are startled by the present 
danger, but in an instant. they forget it; and, 
because it is not seen, conclude that all is| 
safe; but meanwhile our enemy, who never 
sleeps, is stealing onward, and will, unless the 
people are aroused, take us at an awful dis- 
advantage j—1I say that such associations as 
these become inevitably necessary to warn the 
unwary, to rouse the sleeping, to enlighten the 
public by writing, by meetings, by lectures, 
and by every legitimate means put before|°P® 
ther their danger, and to call them to a 
of their duty—one common resistance. say, 
these things show us the necessity of such as- 
saciations as these ; and it is for you to lend 
us all’the support in your power, that we may, 
by your efforts, beget more common Protest. 
ant sympathy and common Protestant co-ope- 
ration, (Loud cheers.) Now, I use the 
word Protestant emphatically and universaily, 

opportunity of expressin 

gle charge upon Roman Catholies; it is a pal- 
pable self-contradiction to support both of 
these institutions. You might just as well go 

which was then pe 

rence in the object which this motion is in-| WHY is this country Protestant now ? Why 
tended to recommend to this meeting. We are 
here pledged to two things—to endeavour 
promote the visitation of convents, and to en- 
deavour to repeal the Maynooth Act. I am 
glad to have an opportunity of expressing very 

effected. I am not prepared, till I shall have 
obtained more information than I now. pos- 
sess, to say, with the gentleman who preceded 
me, that the students now in Maynooth are an 
inferior class of men to what they were in 
former times ; nor am I preparsd to say, that 
the very existence of convents is not in har- 
mony with the British Constitution. I would 
wait till some private or public wrong had 
been committed, which interfered with the 
free action of individuals, before I interfered 
with them. I am disposed to give to my Ca- 
tholic countrymen surything which I claim 
for myself. But when I learn from Mr. Con- 
nolly’s pamphlet, that a young lady was detain- 
ed in a Convent against her will, and that it 
was only by a threat to make the whole trans- 
action public—which, as a priest of Rome, he 
was enabled to. do—that she gained her liber- 
ty at all, I think, it is high time that conven- 
tual institutions should be visited by magis- 
trates. When 1 was at-Sens with a friend of 
mine, he told me that his introduetion into 
that city bad been greatly Picilitated by a cirs 
camstance which had recently taken place in 
one of the Catholic convents. Groans had been 
heard in the street, proeeeding from the walls 
of that convent. No person had access to it, 
but the groans continued ; till, at length, the 
indignation of the people became so excited, 
that they broke into the building, and there 
they found a nun, for some alledged miscon- 
duct, chained down to the floor, emaciated in 
the highest degree, and seemingly approach- 
ing her end in this loathsome confinement.— 
New, if this might take place in Frapce, 

V tly free, why may it not 
take place in England too? (Hear, hear.)— 
I say, then, that these convents ought to be 

en to inspection, that it may be ascertained 
with certainty that the young women are per- 
fectly free agents. I ask no more. T 
with respect to the Maynooth endowm 
some would rest their arguments for its wit 
drawment on the grounds that the book 
which are used in the college are of the mos 
immoral character. (Hear.) And I will con- 
fess the deep Sagoo with which I looked up- 
on those books by which young priests are 
taught their duties. They are of the most because we do not confine ourselves to these 

kingdoms alone ; we look to the other side of 
the Channel—we hold out the hand of fellow- 
ship to all Protestant brethren in forei 
lands. (Applause.) We look even. be 
the Atlantic ; and we call upon our 
of the United States to join usheert.and hand, |meD 
dertaken.” The Hon. 

the great work we have un- 

and Rev, B. W. Noei in support- 
ge A Ar 

disgusting character—(hear, hear)—of a cha- 
racter which can hardly fail to pollute young 
men who are required to wade t them, 
and will certainly make these men the worst 

persons to be the guides of young wo- 
the ground on which I 

wonld advocate the repeal ofs the Maynooth 
endowment. Nor will I venture to say, with 
my present deficient information, what, per- 

aps, other gentlemen better informed may be 

n. - But this is not 

briefly why I think these things ought te be 

did the Charch of England separate from 
to] Rome? Because it believed its doctrines to 

be false, and its systems unchristian ; there- 
fore our forefathers, right, or wrong, separat- 

ground 
(Hear, hear.) They have left us no 

Now, Is it not most in- 

ed from that Church, and on that 
alone. 
room to doubt this. 

to a large expense to drain off the filth of Lon- 
don, and to convey it to some distant place, 
and then employ a company of men to cast the 
filth back again. (Loud and reiterated cheers 
ing.) You might, with theisame admirable 
consistency, when you were in fear of an in« 
vaston by a gallant and warklike nation, take 
care that, your cannon should be in the very consistent, that men in Parliament, who pro-| best concition, and ready for action, should 

diametrically opposed to the system of Rome, 
and at the same time support the contrary sys. 
tem with a view to pull down their own?— 
(Cheers.) What is the object of Roman Ca- 
tholic priests—théir avowed object? It is, 
by their arguments, influence, assiduity, and 
zeal, to uproot Protestantism, and extermi- 
nate it if possible. (Hear hear.) Is it con- 
sistent then, in us, as Protestants, on the one 
hand, to support an establishment which is in- 
tended to exterminate Romanism, and, on the 
other hand, to support a college the avowed 
objéet of which is to exterminate Protestant. 
ism? (Loud ¢heers.) These two things are 
contradictory, “(Hear hear.) IfIlook to the 
rip Ad the Church of England, T see a body 
of whom the State recognises as_the au- 
thorised ministers of re ; ak bat, if I' go to 
the h of Rome , T find it stated that not 

all ought to derive their authority from the 
Pope, and failing of that, are not ministers of 
Christ at all. Now, is it right for a company 
of gentlemen, who call themselves Protestants, 
to give support to a college which teaches 
these very doctrines, that their own ministers 
are false, and have no right to occupy the of 
fice which they hold ? hatever a man may 
think respecting oue Church or the other, no 
man who knows the facts of the case, can de- 
ny that the doctrine which the Church of Eng- 
land teaches, is, that we are ‘justified by faith 
in the Redeemer without the deeds of the 
{law ; but the Chiirch of Rome accurses that 
doctrine, and declares that all who hold it 
are anathematised ? The Church of England 
teaches, that if a man dies with faith in Christ, 
his soul at once goes into a happy eternity. 
The Church of Rome teaches, that even Chris- 
ians are to be broiled in the fires of purgato- 

,. Now, if you are'right in teaching the 
, you must be wrong in teaching the other. 
reat cheering.) I ask, again, is it consist- 

ent that the State should choose and appoint 
hundreds and thousands ' of instructors 
throughout this great country, to teach: the 
people Protestant Christianity; and at the 
same time, in this half avowed manner, raise 
up a body of men to averturn, if i 
those very doctrines. which they themselves 
have established? ‘The Church of Engle 
says, that.every man has a right to read the 
Scriptures, and would place the doctrines o 
the country upon an unrestricted examination 
of the Word of God. But the Church c 
Rome has decreed, that no man shall have a 

fess themselves to be Protestants, should, on|py 
the one hand, sustain a system which is thus 0 MIP do. land win your shares, uk then pay & company of men to go from piece 

to piece, and spike wilt cannon you had got. 
You might just as well vote money. from the 
Treasury to : instruct our Indian fellow-sub~ 
jects in all the useful sciences—as I am glad 
the Government of this country has in a mea- 
sure done-—and then. provide a number of 
Hindoo teachers to instruct the same people 
in the false and superstitious science of the 
Shasters, and thus unde all thas you had been 
previously. doing. There is a palpable, undes 
piable self-contradiction in this policy. (Hear, 
hear.) Let those, then, who have the ma- 
nagement of the public funds; say which is 
right, but let them not continue 10 act in-a 
manner so-evidently foolish and inconsistent. 
(Whewes.), : | pact -— to recommend the 
support of any Establi nt- whatever. 

ture—if Patliament comes to: 
that it is for the welfare of the nation that an . . 
Establishment should be maintained, it seems 
utterly incompatible with even an ordinary 
amount of knowledge or understanding, or the 
smallest regard for principle, to set up anoth« 
er and contrary establishment. ' But we are 
asked in a Catholic paper which I hold in my 
hand, and which is treating of this very quese 
tion of Maynooth, whether. we will not give a 
practical proof of our. sincerity in advocating 
the right of private judgment, by allowing the- 
Catholics those privil which we claim for 
ourselves, It is-said by the writer that we 
claim the right of reviling the Virgin Mary, 
and may they not, therefore, have fall liberty 
for the exercise of their canon-law, and be: 
permitted to hold in. venaration the de- 
crees of the Council of Trent? Now, we do- 
not wish. to interfere with their holding: the 
decrees of tne Council of Trent. They are 
most mischievous errors and palpable absur« 
dities, but we will -not interfere with:them ; 
but what we do demand is, that parliament 
shall not be required to pay public money for 
heir support. And if it is alleged, my lord, 
that there is danger in undoing that which has 
already been done, I will admit that it is ale 
ways difficult to repeal any act that Parlia. 
ment has consented to; but ‘the question is, «= 
are there such mischiefs in it as to render it 
imperative for us to meet these difficulties? 

(Hear) But what are the sts in the 

)e apparent to’ any man who thinks on the 
subject, that it is ‘our duty te endeavour to do 
what is right, regardless of the consequences: 

ing the resolntion putiinto his. wet A § ie igh PBN TTI right to read the Scriptures except he has the|g, ; thie Sill’ : “ : ing, bei sersuaded|able to say, that Maynooth is a seminary of|"'8 : pt cept he. Some may say that there will be-danger in re-- 

i Chen ors Soeoamig bsoutagig| disloyalty: T do sf now make any. suchiSo0CATIenS8 of two persons, which he oan sel paling this act, becus Risspped th alive 10 the enaroschments of the. Church of charge; or would I'venuure to say, with my dom geb—his confessor and bis diosesun—| would excite the enmity of « number. of our 
theendowment of Maynooth has been strength.{ break the laws. s, or teach| not read: any but a Romish version ; and if, {jy deplore this than myself; but I believe that 
sned. by the. date discussions: oncetaigg, it{oLbe my Ohare tose: from. the Charch off ort aot consistently, legislate juny, and; 
desires to reiterate the firm and perseveri he charge| clusion at all different hiya ; an: \plhonon kh et, and’ 
demand of the Brotestants, that, the 3 3 Cs Bn hr hin ter Al rats! Chow Wh Rs Endowment Act, be repealed, with a: Tht that Ah os she wb | care never willingly to give offence, and act "| 

ym. I Fol Co Sd fm Ere 1 sd ee clei a er ln TH ¢d to inspection and : gs" BE hash i and most unquestionable ground to fix a sin- 41 lS ibaa 
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