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ONE TALENY'

You have already one talent. But God has
a claim on you imrespect to the use of that
talent, as truly:as if you had five or ten. If
your agent were entrusted wit'a fifty dollars to
spend for you, he would be v.nder as real "ob-
ligation to fulfil his exact commission, as if it
were five thousand.  As ta the principle, he
would have no more right to appropriate ex-
clusively to his own use. five dollars of your
money than five thousaad. .

Many imagine that they have nothing to do
for God, because they think they are incompe-
tent to do great things. If they could sustain
a missionary, or endow a college, or save a
hundred souls, they would zealously arouse
themselves to action. But consider the follow-
ing things:

1. As a matter of gratitude, God has as trae
a claim upon a man for his use of one talent,
in its measure, as of more. Because you have
but one talent, do you owe him nothing—no
love, noservice, no gratitude? Has he done
nothing for you which, lays you undet obliga-
tion to him?  Is it becoming, proper, just, or
grateful, to do nothing, because you cannot do
every thing?

2. God has bestowed distinguished talents
upononly a few persons. He has offered great
occasions only to a few. - He has given great
‘wealth only to a few. Most of the service done
for God and for his causé must be done by per-
sons of common ability ; much of 1t by the oor,
or by persons of moderate mens; most of it, by
improving the occasions which occur every
day. He who waits for great opportunities
will probably find no opportunities. He who
despises.present openings for doing good may
find no better upenings. He who declines to
use his one or two talents will never have any
more to use.

3. One or two talents, rightly used, can ef-
fect more than ten misapplied. The fields are
made fertile by the noiseless dew, the tranquil
sunshine, and the gentle rain. The great ri-
vers, which bear navies on their bosom, are the
combination of the little quiet rills and the
brooks which, in distant regions, creep, scarc-
ly noticed among- the grass. [Feeble means
have always been prolific in great effects.—
God seems to have rejoiced in this method of
operation. Use the oneor two talents which
you possess. God will, if he sees fit, make them
more. Use the opportunities he has set before
you. If you neglect these, why should he af-
ford you greater? God wishes to make you
humble. The world has seen but one
Schwartz, who labored among the heathen fifty
whole years. Blgssed are those servents of
God, who have bden willing to honor him by
laboring among them only four er five yeers, or
as many months. God has allowed to Carey
and Judson those great positions which made
them conspicuous in the Christian world,
How few missionary. laborers have done any-
thing more than to toil in comparative obseuris
ty, and tolie down at noon an their ungathered
or half-gathered sheaves! Few have had for-
tunes to give+to thiscause. But the poar wi-
dows’ mites and the children’s pennies have
wrought wonders, and God has accepted
them, ‘

4. One talent, rightly and faithfully used,
may plant gems in the Redeemer’s ¢rown. A

word spoken in season, a tract given, a few
cents contributed, a prayer. breathed forth in
cecret,—by the diseiple, or the child, having
only one talent,—may be heard of again at the
judgment of the great day. The great judge
may own it, and crown it with unspeakable ho-
Tor. :

Disciple of Christ, you have one talent. God
has a claim upon it. Is.it laid up in.a. knap-

divesting it of all sectarian bias and contro-
versial tendency. So far as we can learn from
their writings, they know of v o method of ac-
commodating the doctrines of Christ to hu-
man prejudice ; and, had ariy plan been

gested in theearly church Yyr the publication
of theological tractates, w'uich would have an-
swered this purpose, Pau)’s treatise on predes-
tination, as found in the ‘Epistle to theRomans,
would have been rejected from the number, as
entirely too violent and sectarian. The factis,
as it ever has been, that in the school of Christ
religion cannot be gnade easy ; it has hard les-
sons to be studied, in the acquisition of which
the heart must be tutored and disciplined ; the
level between it and the human heart must be
attained, not by lwering its claims, but by
raising the heart to admit its claims; and
hence the systems of doctrines taught in the
Holy Scriptur.s can never be so popularized
as to prove welcome to the unconverted and
the religious formalist. It can be dear only to
those who 'aave humbly submitted themselves
to the tea chings of the Holy Spirit. A vigor-
ous, manly, and intelligent piety can never re-
sult froan the homepathic system of religion.
The favorite graduation by which it is deter-
min‘ed with kow lttle truth a soul may be sav-
ed, is the prime cause that there are “ so ma-
ny weak and sickly”” among us. Flippant the-
ologians, by their confident discrimination be-
tween essentials and non-essentials, make the
Bible not only the most sadly mutilated book,
but the most uncertain spiritual guide in the
world. We are free to say that we should
feel impgrilled by presuming to make any such
specific distinctions. . While the power and
mercy of God are not to be limited in saving
men by the instrumentality of much or little
truth, he has left us no discretion to dictate on
the subjeet, or to say what portions may be
safely withheld of that *“ all Scripture” which
““ is given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, reproof, and instruction in
righteousness.”’— Presbyterian. .

Union of Good Men in Heaven.
BY REV. R, HALL.

If the mere conception of the reuniom of
good men in a future sate, infused a momen-
tary rapture in the mind of Tully; if an airy
speculation, for there is reason to fear it had
little hold on his convictions, could inspire him
with such delight, what may we be expected to
feel, who are assured of such an event by the
true sayingsof God ! How shquld we rejoice
in this prospect, the certainty, rather, of
spending a blissful eternity with those whom
we loved on earth; of seeing: them emerge
from the ruins of the tomb, and the deeper ru-
ins of the fall, not only uninjured, but refined
and perfected; with every tear wiped from
their eyes standing before the throne of God
and the Lamb in white robes, and palms in
their hands, crying with a loud voice, Salva-
tion to God who sitteth upon the throne, and
to the Lamb, for ever and ever! What de-
light will it afford to renew the sweet counsel
we have taken together, to recount the toils of
combat, and the labor of the way, and to ap-
proach not the house but the throne of God,
in company, in order to- join in the sympho-
nies of heavenly voices, and lose ourselves
among the splendors and fruitions of the bea-
tific vision ! ] 1

To that state all the pious on earth are tend-
ing, and if there is a law. from ‘whose operation
none are exempt, which irresistibly conveys
their bodies to darkuess and to dust, there is
another, not less certain or less powerful,]
which conduets their spirits to the abodes of
bliss, to the bosom of their Father and'their
God. The wheels of nature are not made to

roll backward ; every thing presses on towards

@hristian Visitor.

lactly how this impression was pr

odgeed. It
would be entirely unwécessaty to telﬂ%e read-
er that there was nothing ‘about him noisy,
bombastical or dogmatical.
no artificial rhetoric; 110 oh's and ah’s, nor any
thing theatrical, Y’on saw him ascending the
pulpit, tall, robust, stout, awkward alike in
his person and his manners;
were short and Scriptural,” but excepting on
some very few remarkable exciting occasions,
he did not manifest any very extraordinary
gift of prayer. He rose to
on, and his hands placed in the
pantaloons,
manding, and you wanted much to hear what
such a man bad to say. He read his text, ge-
nerally a plain and im
Divine Word, and commeneed with great sim-
plicity and apparently with little-or no emo-
tion; at length one of his hands was drawn
from its hiding place, and in a few minutes
the other also was released ; a little while and
a glove was drawn off, and the other shortly
followed it to the pulpit floor. His feelings
soon becamre earnest as he presented the ex-

The transparent simplicity of the-preacher
was wonderful ; how 1s it, the hearer would
ask, that I never saw the passage in that light
before? Then came chiefly from the Scrip-
tural history, illustration after illustration, in-
termingled with. touches of imagination, and
strokes of pathes which entirely command at-
tention, and do far more than call forth admi-
ration. If the bearer eould spare a moment
to look at the preacher, he would see him
twisting off a coat button and unconsciously
preparing a tusk for Mrs. Fuller on Monday
morning. 8o much was this a habit, though
always wneonscious of it at the time, that
among his intimate friends he would describe
a seasom of great enjoyment in preaching, by
calling ita *“button time.”

His sermons were from fifty minutes te an
hour in length, and no one ever complained
cf him as being tedious. The impression prc-
duced on the mind of the hearer by any sin-
gle sermon would seldom be effaced. His.ar-
guments-appeared irresistible; so that a pious
lady, who heard him for the first time in his
own church, asked whether it was possible
that there could Be any anconverted persons
among his-segular hearers.

-

A Strange Thing.

Even the wise virgins slumbered and slept.
As sinners sleep in their sins, s» Christians
sometimes sleep over their duty. This is a
strange-thing. : :

It is strange, if we consider what has been
[done.for them. " God has loved them with
an everlasting love, For them the Sa.
viour has died. The Holy Ghost has been
sent down from heaven to reriew their hea
and lead them to Christ. They have been
made alive from the dead, and been made not
only children but heirs of God. And how
can they sleep, for whom so muech has been
done?

It is strange, if we consider their profes-
sions. They have subscribed with their own
hands unto the Lord, acknowledged his right
to them, vowed to be his. When cenvinced
of their sins, and brought to feel sheir need of
Christ, they bowed to his sceptre, and made a
fulgﬁgurrender to him. ‘They kept back noth-
ing then ; they made no reserve. And when
'ystood up in the great eongregation, to
profess their faith in Christ, there was no re-
serve made in their dedication to him who bled
for them. And often since they have repeat-
ed their vows, and said we will serve '
Lord, Yet after all, they

may well excite astonishm

fall asleep, and.thi

No trick of art,
His prayers}

preach with gloves,
kets of his
His look was heavy but com-
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fsaving the guilty.

m&iifacto&y

the|
Stshe had received from. the

It is a strat thing !—Home and Forer n‘
Record. T ¢

Chirist’s Teaching on Universal Salvation.

On one ocersion during our Savioar’s minis-
try the question was put to him, * Lord, are
there few that be saved ?’ If €hrist bad been.
preaching the fical salvation of all men, it is
strange that such a rution showld have been
proposed to him. Yet he manifested no sur-
(prise at it. He did not reprove-or correet the
{mquirer for baving dishonored the goodness
of God by the supposition that any would be
figally lost. He did not refer him to his past
teachings to learn that all would: be saved.—
Nor did Christ then advance the doctrine of
universal salvation. Never had he a better
opportunity. The quéstion was direetly to
that point. Are there few that be saved 1—
What did he answer? Did he say, all men
shall be saved? Did he even say, many—
the great majority of mankind—shall be saved?
Did he say, a just and benevolent God will ne-
ver punish any after this life?* His answer
was “ Strive to enter in. at the straight gate”
—that is, agenize o enter heaven by an in-
cessant warfare with sin—* for many, I say
unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not
be able.” Whoever may pfeach universal sal-
vation, and upon whatever authority, certain
it is that Christ preached no such doctrine.

!cari.

Luke Short, when about fifteen yoars of
age, heard a sermon from the celebrated Fla-
vel, and soon . after went to America, where
he spent the - remainder of his life. He re-
ceived no_immediate impression.from Flavel’s
sermon, and lived in earelessness and sin till
be was a century in age. He was *“ now a
sinner a hundred years old ;” and, to all ap-
pearance, ready to ‘“die accursed.” But,
sitting one day in a field, he fell into a busy
reflection on his past life ; and recurring to
to the events of his youth, he thought of hav-
ing heard Mr. Flavel preach, and vividly re-
collected a large portion of his sermon, and
the extraordinary earnestness with which it
was delivered. Starting as if stung by an ad-
der, he instantly labored under agcusings. of
conscience, and ran from thought to thought.
till he arrived first at conviction of sin,and next
to an apprehension of the divine method of
He soon after joined a
fCongregational churchein his vicinity, and to
the day of his death, -which happened in the
one hundred and siztcenth year of his age, gave
evidence of being a truly convert-
-and believing followerof the Savioar. Mr.
Flavel had long before passed to his heaven) y
rest, and eould not, while on earth, have sup-
iposed that his living voice would so long con-
tinue to yield its echoes as an.instrument of
doing good to a wandering sinser. Let mi-
&;:}ﬂgrs and private christians, who labor for

e spiritual well-being of their fellow-men,
cast their bread upon the waters, in full faith
that though they losesight of it themselves, it
shall be found after many days.— London
vang. Miss, -
TR Golden Envelopes..

A touching incident is related in the Jast

he Christian Union of a poor ser-

Y

umber of t
vant girl in England, who bad attended the
'n? schools and reeceived spiritual as well
as intellectual benefit from them, and’ who,
one evening, at the close of the school, put in-.
the, rector’s band,} much tohis. surprise,
nele containing half a sovereign, i. . a gold
piece of the value of $24. Her entire wages
were only $40 a year. She offered this as a
&m"’.toﬂod for the blessing
schools, very mo-
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