
“FALSE PROFRSSORS.” 
ot "Fhe Southern Baptist gives its readers, un- 

dér ‘the above head, an extract from a sermon 

préached by the _— pei ye D. 
areadhed in the. ist church in Charleston, 

South Carolina, in 1778. The Baptist adds: 
«Dr. Stllman was ordained by this church in 
1758. In 1765 he removed to Boston, and 

, accepted an invitation to settle with the First 
Baptist church in that place ; of which church 
‘Ise remained the r until ‘his death, forty- 
two years after bis first connection with it.” 
In the following passage he appears * a refin- 

er” of God's people: 
Should a strict seatch be made among the 

professors of Christianity, we have reason to 
conclude that many would-be found, who have 
‘nobetter foundation for their hope, than their 

+ having been church members for a number of 
& ‘They can relate the time of their 

pm, and of their admission to the Lord's 
but cannot give any clear account of 
ving been delivered from the power of 

darkness, and translated into the kingdom 
God's dear Son; which is an event infinitely 

more important than the former. They seem 
to be as ignorant of the new birth as Nicode- 
mus, and are ready with him to say, ** How 
‘can. a man be burn again when he is old 7” 
+ The principal difference between their plan 

of acceptance with God, and that of Saul, 
consists in this : Saul was\in pursuitof eternal 
life. on mere law ; they blend law and gospel 
together. They have been baptized, statedly 
psrtake of the Lord’s Supper, keep their place 
in the house of God, pray in their families, do 
Justice between man and man, and sometimes 
give to the poor; and are so fixed in their 
confidence in the flesh, that it is next to im- 

table 

. possible to persuade them that they may be 
mistaken. He who tells them, that they must 
have a better righteousness than this; and 
s+that-they may lose heavem after thirty, forty, or 
Aifty years standing inthe church, if they have 
no better pled, may expect to bring upon them- 
selves their displeasure.. Surely they have 
forgotten the awful parable of the ten virgins; 
and that it is written, ** They are not all Isra- 
el that are of 1srael ;” or, which is more like- 
'1y, they have so closely wrapt themselves up in 
their own righteousness, and for so many 

_years have been persuaded of their good stand- 
ing, that ward off the most solemn scriptures ; 
and now, the only thing that leaves Lope fur 
“their conversion is, that the residue of the 
Spirit is with God, and when he works, none 
can let it. He can strip them, as be did Saul, 
“of all that is now gain to them; and power- 
fully incline them to cast away all their round 
of duties, in point of dependence, though not 
in point of performance, and to glory only in 
the cross of Christ. 

Here permit me to take notice of what, I ap- 
prebend, is an abuse of the Lord's supper, viz : 
persons, their hurrying themselves into the 
church of Christ, or their being hurried by 
others, upon some slight convictions of sin, or 

"on account of their sober life. I have met 
with some, who, upon becoming uneasy in 
their minds about the state of their souls, have 
anifested a great anxiety to be received into 

Be church, . But upon being asked the reason 
of the hope that was in them, appeared grealy 
ignorant of their own trae character, and of 
“the way of life through Christ; having no 
more tosay for themselves, than that they had 
lived long in the neglect of their duty, and 
~eonclnde they, ought to jointhe church; at the 
_same time were jucapable of satisfying, either 
themselves or others, thatthey had known the 
truthsas it is io Jesus. wk 
o *Query~—Is it kinduess or cruelty to persuade 
such persons to come up to the ordinances? 
ohne not their’ Christian friends inform 

them, that a subinission torordinanceslays no| 
ground for hope? That they must be boru 

\ ;Again; and justified freely through gree own 
: “3% fh G ae 1a iris By sueb. an 

friendglup, they might be instrumental © 
; iroing tr if lise to-a matter of eternal 

§ “an 

dead, to be more anxious to fly for refuge 

gible church? For you may be members of a 
church, and at the same time heirs of hell, 
Letnone think that I have a design to discou- 

rage the proper subjects from joining tHe 
church of Christ. God forbid! You, your- 
selves, my hearers, have had repeated oppor- 
tunities of knowing, that every addition to the 
church has added to my happiness. Would to 
God that converts might come ad the clouds, 
and as doves to their windows! AllL have in 
view, is to keep out hypocrites and almost 
Christians ; and to dissuade awakened sinners 
rom substituting the ordinances of the gospel 
in the room of Christ and his righteonsness. 
And such an attempt is necessary; because 
persons in these circumstances, like a man 
drowning, will catch at any thing; and have 
often been known tn fly into the church for 
safety, like Joab to the horns of the altar. 

Woman's Department in Christ's Service. 
T'here was a’ want about Adam even as he 

came forth from his Maker's hand. He re- 
flected the Creator’s image, he had a paradise 
of delights to walk in, aud was at once king 
and priest of all below. ' But he was alone, and 
this, in God’s estimation—who knew his con- 
stitution, and what was fitted to make up his 
felicity—was not good. * The Lord God 
said, it is not good that man should be alone 
(literally, ¢ in his separation.) I will make 
him an help meet for him” (literally “over 
against him,” *“ answering to him”) the coun- 
terpart of him. Woman, then, was made to 
fill up that veid, and relieve that’ solitude in 
man, which the LordGod deemed ‘ not good.” 
And the Divine method of deing so is very no- 
ticeable :—Not the creation of a superior, 10 
overawe or torule him, nor of an éafertor, to 
be looked down upon and made use of for sub- 
ordinate ends, but the formation—from his 
very self, and from the region of hig heart— 
of u counterpart or secoud self; who, while 
numerically another, should yet be so one with 

his, but each to “ help” the other to rejoice 
before the Lord in the doing of His will, the 
enjoyment of His gifts, and the advancement 
of His glor1 © Had woman been made without 
the intellectual capacity to enter into and sym- 
pathise with all that man was made for, she 
would not have been the “ counterpart” she 
was formed to be, and the man would, to the 
whole extent of his deficiency, be still ** alone.” 

But the peculiar yocation of women, as ex- 

tion, has been expounded with a clearness, 
and developed in a variety of ways, at once af- 
fecting and beautiful, both by the fall, and by 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Dear- 
ly has woman paid the penalty of her bad pri- 
ority in transgression. As she drew the nan 
down under the curse, the man, in the ferocity 
of his fallen nature, has been judicially per- 
mitted to trample on all that is sacred and 
sweet in womanhood, making her the slave of 
‘his brutal tyranny, and the minister of his 
guilty passions. In all lands, beyond the pale 
of revealed religion, this'is the condition of 
women. And yet, cven here, the original 
characteristics of the sex peer forth, as “life 
through the hollow eyes of death.” Whit 
chinging still to her male abuser; what heros 
ism of uncomplaining endurance ; what unap- 
plauded and unseen martyrdoms, many tines 

and iin spite of all, laying herself out, so far as 

for him!” What would such qualities b 
(one might be led to exclaim beforehand 
were they but redeemed from the curse, p 
fied and refined by grace, and consecrated to 
their proper ends ; and were there but a cor= 
respoudiug change on the othe sex! We 
but this is just what Christ has donefor Wo 
man—this is just what we see Christianitya 
eowplishing. “Woman is now made capab 
of becoming, in the full and wide and beaut 

RR 

the hope set before you, than to fly into his ~ 

thimself, as to have no separate interest from] 

pressed in the accofint of her original formas 

suflfered during one lige, at the hand of man,| g 

she is able and permitted, to be “ a help meet 

: Very counterpart 

min ve ro 

capable of becoming, if only healed by the| 
balm of flint costes 15 10 pro- 
per, their highest Object !”—[" Woman's 
Sphere in the p re of Christ,” by Rev, Da- 
vid Brown, Minister of Free St James's, Glas 
gow, hi : 

Whose arg the Promises? 

Every pastor finds among his flock some 
desponding souls who refuse to feed by faith 
upon the promises, under a strong impression 
that the promises are not for them. In many 
cases this state of mind lasts for years, caus- 
ing great concern and . perplexity to the pas- 
tor, as well as unspeakable distress and sick- 
ness of heart to the subject of it. Such a dis- 
temper of the mind may arise from pride, 
which refuses to begin the Christian life as a 
babe in grace, but aspires to be a well-grown 
saint, full of strength and activity’ from the 
birth. Or it may originate in*unsuspected 
selfishness, which so busily occupies itself on 
the degree of its personal enjoyment, ss to care 
little for the claims of duty, or the honor and 
glory of God. = Or the malady be owing to na~ 
tural feebleness of purpose, the vacillations of 
an irresolute mind, often connected with a low 
state of the’ animal spirits; and this constitu- 
tional turn for melancholy 1s often aggravated 
by injudicious teaching. Yet, inmost of these 
cases, there is reason to believe, ‘either that 
these persons have in them some faint and half- 
suppressed motions of grace, struggling after 
a freer life ; or at least that the Spirit of God 
is truly with thems, and that they are not far 
from the kingdom of the promises, ~~ 

'V'he healing of such,a distempered plight of | 
mrind is truly a work for that Great Physieian 
who is able to apply the remedy to the very 
seat of the disease, to the inmost soul, Ye: 
there are various considerations presented in 
Scripture, which may, by his divine blessing, 
administer toward the cure. = The following 
consideration has sometimes been found effica- 
cious in relieving the distressed mind of a ha- 
bitual doubter. 
Take some inspired promise——say this, 

which occurs repeatedly in the Scriptures,— 
* Whomsoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” ‘There is no question 
but this is a divine promise, most sure to all 
who avail themselves of it by receiving it, and 
praying in the faith of it. But the distressed 
doubter asks incredulously, ** How shall | 
know that this promise is fof me 7” Well, then, 
for whom is it intended 7 = God has spoken it. 
He never speaks in vain. He does not offer 
it to the redéemed souls under the altar, who 
are awaiting the resurrection of their bodies, 
for they are already saved. He does not offer 

the reach and scope of the promise, which ex~ 
tends only to them ina state of probationi— 
He does not offer it. to a careless and harden- 

ous pearl under swinish feet. For whom, 

if not for you, who ‘are deeply anxious a re 
ference to your salvation, and are-asking with 
many sighs and tears for a ray of hope? Yes; 
it is meant for nobody, if not for you. Lay 
hold of this promise’ without hesisation or re- 
serve, as your own: proper possession. - Seize 
it, and it is yours. You shall have eternal sal- 
vation just by the asking! You have only to 
take it as frankly as it is offered, and the bles- 
sed promise is all your'own... © © 

—— 

The Importance of bein of being in Christ. 

be Christ's now! If you live withou 
st, and die without Christ, you must pa 

0 eternity without Christ, — : 
the grave without Christ, — 

rr you would be 

it to lost spirits in hell, for they are far beyond| 

led world, which would only tread this preci-| 

then, can this glorious promise be designed, | 

ee  ——— 

unending existence, persist in thus trifling. — 
Short and transient asit is, the life which you 
enjoy here is inestimably precious. But its 
value lies in ifs relation tq the life to come. 
It is but the introduction of your being: the 
period, not so much for living, as for prepar- 
ing to live. The interests of eternity must be 
settled, and ean any of you tell how long you 
are 10 have to make that settlement? Time 
can be to each of you only your lifetime. — 
And your lifestime | which of you knows what 
that is to be? It isa term that cludes as 
many varieties of duration as there are mo-' 
ments in the * three-score years and ten.” — 
By the will of Him ““ in whose hand is the life 
of every living thing, and the breath of all 
mankind,” you have been spared to various 
st1ges of ‘advancement in your earthly jour- 
ney ; and I would remind every ome of you, 
that if a coming eternity has not yet been 
provided for, the chief business of life has yet 
been neglected ; every moment of it has been 
mispent ; and how many mofnents may now 
remain, who has the foresight to predict 1— 
“In the midst of life we are in death.” The 
(God in ** whose hand your breath is,” may 
have dated your death nwich earlier than you 
are dating it yourselves. You may be count- 
ing years, while he is numbering moments.— 
And the manner of it, as well as the time, may 
be widely different, indeed, from your antici- 
pations. The present imstaut only can be 
called your own. OH, let it not be misimpro- 
ved. ** Behold, now, is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation ; to«lay, 
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts.” Yes, to-day; now, even now, come 
to Crist ; believe in his name; look for the 
mercy of God through his atoning blood ; seek 
an interest in iim, as the soul’s only safety for 
eternity.—~Dr. Wardlaw. : 

bY 

Prayer, 
WHEN GOD REFUSES TO HEARKEN, 

“He will not hear those who have not a 
steadfast belief in His promises.” He de- 
serves our confidence, and He requires it. 
“Nor will be hear those wht come into His 

presence full of worldly feelings.” We must 
love God supremely, and allow neither our 
heuses, our stores, our ships, our stocks, our 
money, our goods, to occupy the thoughts that 
should be given to Him. ~~ ; 

** Fte will not hearken to those who ask the 
things théy do not sincerely desire.” Some 
go through a round of petitions without feelin 
a need of the things they ask, or without any. 
strong desire to obtain them. = ~*~ 
| _* He will not listen to those who ask with. 
verfect selfishness, and without any regard to 

is glory.” Quar prayers. must be disinter- 
estéd ed. We must not implore for “things to 
pamper our appetites, promote our own ease - 
and indulgence, or the worldly presperity of 
our families. We must not petition for ob- 
jects that will not increase our spirituality, 
Christian activity, and carefulness. We must 
have a supreme regard for the glory of God in 
all we ask of Him, ~~ 
+ ** He cannot consistently hear us when we 
ery to Him, for things he has revealed he can- 
not consistently with his glory grant.” It is 
an insult to God to ask him for what he has. 
told us he cannot and ought mot “to “give. — 
Such.prayers are an abomination in’ the sight. 
of abenevolentGod: ~~ 7 
“He will not regard’ the prayers of those: 

[who supplicate for things withiont using the 
veans riecessary for their attainment.” ~ God 

beige thom who. hap” Chetmoclves. B e con-. 
ers theeugh human iustromentality 
oe


