
314 
TE TT WL 

Si im gous — —_— p= -— 

By the first of these, you are to insure the 
pre dominance of a spiritual frame of mind— 
a perpetual, paramount interest in divine truth, 
and its incorporation with the frame and cou: 

stitution of your soul; go that you shall be 
continually enlarging your apprehensions con- 
cerning God, his providence, and his purposes, 
and shall at the’same time, make them part of 
the very substance of your intellectual consti 
tution, the pervading and actuattng motives of 

all your life. 
<. - 3 

By this means religion became to the Chris-{ 
tian what the spirit of his proféssion i< fo the 
soldier——the one present thought, motive, and 
impulse, absorbing all others, and urging him 
to his one great ehject, by its mastery over all 
other thoughts, principles, and affections. The 
other two purposes of meditation which I men- 
tioned, maybe described as the surveying and 
burnishing of the warrior’s arms, in prepara- 
tion for the summons to actnal combat: or, as 
the act of the mariner in mid ocean, who every 
day lifts his instruments to the light of heaven, 

and consults his charts and his books, that he 
may learn where he is, and what has been his 
progress, and whether any change must be 
made in his course in order to his reiching 
the intended haven. T'he warrior who should 
allow his arms to rust for want of a little daily 
care, and the mariner who should be ship- 
wrecked from neglect of taking seasonable 
observations, are emblems of the folly of the 
man who presses on through life, without ever 
pausing to scrutnize the principles on which 
he acts, and rectify the errors he has commit-| 
ted. 

T'his self-examination must be universal— 
embracing alike the conduct of your external 
life and the habitual tenor of your mind, You 
must survey the train of your thoughts, the 
temper you have sustainad, your deportinent 
towards others, your conversation, your em- 
ployment, the use of your time and of vour 
wealth; you must consider by what sort of mo- 
tives you are prevailingly guided, what 1s the 
probable effect of your example, and whether 
you are doiog all the good "which might be 
reasanably expected of you ; you must compare 
yourself with the example of Jesus Christ, and 
incasure your life by the laws of holy living 

prescribed in lis gospel. And. in order that 
these and other topics may all have their place 
in the survey, it may not be amiss to keep 
them by vou on a written list. Cotton Mather 
adapted aud recommended the practice of as- 
signing to such inquiries each its particular 
day in the week; so that every day might 
havé its own topic of reflection, and every to- 
pic its due share of attention. Others may 
find this a useful suggestion. : 

A renewal of your resolutions is follow this 
inquiry. Knowing where you are, and what 
you need, you are to arrange yoor purposes 
accordingly. It is a sad error of seme, to 
fancy that seeing and acknowledging their 
faults, is all that is required of them. They 
sit down and bewail them, and in weeping 
and sorrow waste that of mind, which should 
have been exerted in amendment. But it is 
surely far better, with manly readiness, to rise 
and act without a tear, than (o shed torrents 
of bitter water, and still go on as before. Re- 
gretand remorse naturally express themselves 
in’ weeping—but repentance shows itself in 
action. It may begin in sorrow, but it ends 
mn reformation. And you have Intle reason 
to be satisfied with your reflections and peni- 
tence, if they do not issue in prompt and reso- 
lute action. 
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CHRISTIAN VISITOR. 
SAINT JOHN, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28. 1852, 
a te —— 
We have read a great deal lately about 

wing vp the word Barrize.—We wish our 
tenders (0 test the word, to give itafuir trial 
~and. we thiuk any honest mind will admit, 
so far as the word itself 1s concerned; ii 
means Iawensio, and nothing else. 

: BAPTISM : 
A trme Test aud a fgie Trial. 

AuToug tesr.—~The seriptural. significa- 
tion of the word Bapts:,’” 1s that whichsthe| 
wordswil) (dmit in every passage of scrapiure. 
A siguifiention vaich the word wall not adegii 
“MN -apY passage of scripture which refers t 
thaordinaiice sob bapiism, ednnot be its scrip 
tural signification .wuh regafd-ta the ord: 

- Mange. Is nou tlisa true test by, which.fo try 
ordhe respective claims of immersion, pouring, 
wand ispoinkbing, NCEA TLOT RAT IY J) IST uliv 
yo EAR TRIAL—W ill the wbrd * bapiis”’ 
vhiformly adit of the signifieqtion oft powr;! 

swer to the word Add to this, that the native, 
primary, and literal meaning of the word is 

Christian Baptism is therefore immersion; 

tism. He who has not been immersed hus not 

of the ‘“ North British Review” contains an| 
able article on *‘ Liurgical Reform in the 
Church of England.” 

party are calmly and judiciously discussed by 
a writer who is evidently well versed in the 
controversy. 
generation, and the changes required in whe 

tion of most pernicious heresy, some rer 

ous .of placing before yaur readers. 
following are extracts from the Rivicw :—; 

of infante.. There is absoluiely not a sig 
trace of it to be found in the New I'e 
T 

with 11,11 the practice scan ouly 
thave existed ; but there ifimot a 
asserts ils existence.” 

drawn from’ the saared yolume. Infant 
{tim cannot Ko. traced highes than the midd 
of the sedond century. ;-and. even then Swps eed with {pritualbiébsing’ «which ‘bof ueces- (rhe 

ing? Let us see. Mat. iii. 131% Then cometh 
Jesus from Galilee to Jordon, to be 
him" Mark xvi. 16: .*, He that 
and is poured shall be saved.” Johniv. 1 :— 
“ Jesus made and pouned more disciples than 
John.” Acts ii. 33: “ Repent and be poured 
every one of you.” Agts ii. 44: * Then they 
that gladly received His word were poured.” 
Acts vin. 12: © They were poured both men 
and women.” Acts vifi. 36: ** What doth 
hinder me to be poured?’ 
Water can be poured, but how can men 

and women be pouréi? Men and women may 
be immersed, and they may be sprinkled, but 
it is not in the power of man to pour them.— 
Of all significations, that of pou-ing has the 
least claim to answer the word ** baptism.” — 
The reader will at once see that it cannot be 
admitted, and therefore Christian Baptiem is 
not pouring. 

Will the word ¢" baptism,” uniformly admit 
of the signification of sprinkling ? Let us see. 
Mark 1. 5: And were all sprinkled of him in 
the river Jordan.” 
in a river, but why should they have gone in, 
or even to a river for such a purpose? John 
mi. 23: ““ And John was sprinkling in Enon, | 
near to Salim, because there was much water 
there.” tis possible to sprinkle where there 
is much water, but sprinkling does not require 
much or many waters. Acts viii, 38: “ And 
they went down both into the water, both Phil- 

Why did both go down into the water if Phil- 
ip merely sprinkled the entuch? ‘That they 
did go into the water, 1s evident from the fact 

vi. 3: “So many of us as were sprinkled into 
Jesus Christ were sprinkled into hs death.” 
What resemblance has sprinkling to death? 
Rom. vi. 4 : *“ Therefore we are buried with 
him by sprinkling.” Buried by sprinkling ! 
Who ever heard of such a thing ? Col. i. 12 y 
“Buried with him by sprinkling wherein also 
ve are risen with him.” Buried again bv 
sprinkling, and a rising from death and bewr:- 
al m sprinkling!  Sprinkling would be a 
strange figure for death, burial, and resurec- 
tion. Gal. ni. 27: ““ As many of you as have 
been sprinkled into Christ have put on Christ.” 
Sprinkled into Christ—put on Christ by being 
sprinfcled ! Luke xii. 50: *“ I have a sprin/- 
ling to be sprinkled with.” Were the suffer- 
mgs of Christ unto death a mere sprinkling ? 

It will be seen that the word ‘“ baptism” 
cannot have the siguification of sprinkling in/intant baptism was expressly of apostolical 
these passages. Sprinkling cannot therefore 
be the scriptural signification of the word 
‘“ baptism.” 

ly have the s:gnification of either pouring or 
sprinkling. ‘Fherefore netther pouring nor 
sprinkling c#n be its signification wath refer- 
ence to Christian baptism ( 

‘The signification of immersion will in every 
case answer to the word ‘“baptism.” ‘This 
the reader may easily prove. ln several cases 
no other signification than immersion will an- 

immersion ;. and the claim of immersion 18] 
fully established. 1It,in.fact, has no rival.—: 

and nothing but immersicn is Christan Bap- 

been baptized. 

Christian Visitor. 

oo von) 

Tt is possible to sprinkle] 

Any person of plain sense may (ritanl blessin 
see that the: word ‘baptism’ eannot unriform- ture; but they found also spiritual conditicns 

ea 

Some, indeed, have argued 
that.in the silence of Scripture it is fair to 
presume that a custom whose existence is seen 
in the second century must have desgend 
rom the apostles; but ths bésumpton 
holly the other way. DBaplsstn appears 

the New Testament avowedly as the rite 
whereby converts were incorporated into the 
christian society ; the burden of proof is en- 
tirely on those who affirm its applicability to 
those whose minds are incapable of any con- 
scious act of faith.” 
Once more :—** The language of Scripture 

regarding baptiem implies the spiritual act of 
[faith in the recipients. When infant baptism 
1s now spoken of, the necessary modification 
must accordingly be made in applying lan- 
‘quage used by Scripture concerning spiritual 
|baptism only. luextricable confusion has been 
(the Inevitable consequence when language 
‘used of adults, of persons possessed of intelli- 
(gence, and capable of spiritual acts, was gra-/ 
tuitously applied to unconscious infants ; and! 
it cannot be a matter for wonder, that a to-! 
tally new conception of the ordnance should 
‘have been created by such a provision.” 

Notwithstanding these admissions, howe- 
ver, the reviewer firmly believes that infant 
|baptisin 1s 

able to the genuine spirit of christianity, as 
such warranted by Scripture, and in the high- 
‘est dearee valuable to the C 

| not universal. 

‘quoted above, is not for me to decide. 
‘must ask room for one more quotation, 

“In the absence of nll express institution half-sacraments. 
that “they came vp out of the water.” Rom.lof infant baptism by Christ or his Apostles, baptism only in 8 

‘we dare not call it a complete 
lthe consciousness of 
become capable of tulfi 
‘ditton of the 
susceptible of its reception. The celebration | 
of the outward rite at an age when intelli-| 
{gence 1s stull dormant separates, in respect of 
‘time, the two elements which are necessary to 
rconstitue a sacrament: and we have not a 
‘particle of authority for supposing that the sa- 
(cramental virtue can be realized till ‘both ele-| 
‘ments are present. A spiritual blessing o 
(necessity implies a spiritual recipient. ‘This 
‘momentous truth—which lies at the tounda- 
(tion of the christian faith—has been forgotten 
(by those who hold that infant baptism is a 
complete sacrament. ‘I'tey have heen be- 
itrayed into this forgetfuluess by the belief that 

jorigin, and by the consequent preference of 
[the language of Scripture. THey found spi- 

gs attached to baptism in Scrip- 

imposed on the recipient. The belief that 
infant baptism was the institution then spoken 
of involved them in a hopeless dilemma, from 
which they vamly endeavoured to extricate 
themselves by overlooking the spiritaal state 
of the infant, and at tiie same time supposing 
that God In some mysterious manner, cow- 
mun:cated some equally ‘mysterious blessing 
to Ins soul. The very essence of sacerdotal-| 
1sm was involved ni this belief. But a mere 
examination of Scripture has made afi clear. 
‘I'he language of the apostlic church does not 
apply to infant baptism, and is consequently 
free fron every taint of the priestly theory. |! 
The Church indeed advanced, and as wa most 
honestly believe, rightly adeanced, in the very 

{5 We call especial attention to the arti-| 
cle below, by the pen of one of our most es- | 
teemed Correspondents : — 

The “North British Review” on Baptism. 
Messrs. Epirors,—The current. number! 

I'he question at issue 
between the {'ractarians aud the Low Chureh 

In discussing on baptismal re- 

Liturgy, io.order to free it from the imputas 
“x! 

nark-|. 
able concessions are made, which I am desir- 

The 

“ Scriplure knows nothing of the bap 

ttament, 
here are passages which, may be reconciled 

be proved 
word whig 

Again: History: 

accepted the christian faith, and saiifiedth : 

Edstots, in regarding those: 'asieximaordinary 
statements. ‘L'hiey may be comemplated, 100, 

il 

spirit of Sctipure principles already indica: 
ted, 10 the baptisay of infamis ; but it was neg- 
lected, whilst imodifying the practice, to modi 
ly the rule which guided the juterpretation o 

baptism 
middle « 

was not universal.” 

tian Church,” is after all not to be 
as a “full sacrament.” 
complgte till *“ the consciousness at the bap- 
tized person has become capable of fulfilling 
the spiritural condition of the sacramental 
blessing, and become susceptibic of its recep- 
ton.” 

Baptist Chapel, 
most. masterly exhbition of Divine truth, 
‘which rivited the attention and warmed the 
beirts of a very large congregation, he de- 
failed his'labors in the BisLe Cause, and io- 
formed us that he had obtained upwards of 
one hundred and fifty Jife members. 

read to the Doctor an 
gratitude to God for what he had enabled this 
venerable and devoted servant of Christ to do 
inthis’ blessed cadse, and ls for Acadia 
College. The Doctor replied very briefly by 
saying as time would not. admit, of his then 
jdong justice 10 the address, he would (DV. ) 
send ns a written due. We shall lay this 
Hoke pur frends when we get it, | 

ae en 

sity implies a spiritural recipient)’ and * pi 
, 

act of faith in the recipient.” 
"ee 

tole: Ch 

not apply to iufant baptism.” 

itual conditions imposed,” and * the spiritual 

folue that the language of the Apo. 
¥éh, as contained in Scripture] ** 04 ; 

3. This being the gase, we are prepared for 
the: assertion, unquestionably true tha 
‘* Scripture knows nothing of the baptism of 
infants. There is absolutely not a single trac 
of tt in the New Testament.” 

4. We are further informed, that infant 
Fo be clearly traced highertha 
f the second century ; and cven then it 

5. Infant bapt'sm, therefore, though *¢ emi. 
neatly eomforable to the genuine spirit of chri-- 
tamty,” and * warranted by Scripture,” an 
of in th> highest degree valuable to, the Chris- 

spoken of 

It does not become 

Adu So writes this learned Paedobaptist, 
baptism, and that oniy, he contesses, is to be 

an institution eminently conform- | found in Scripture, Tofant baptism he regards 
as ouly a half:sacrament, which cannot be 
completed til after _the lapse of years, when 

hristian Church. [the subject is 
ip and the Eunuch ; and he sprinkled him.” How this can be reconciled with the assertions tual condition,” 

capable of fulfilling the spir:- 
and consequently, in the m- 

Bat I jority of wistances, is never completed at all ! 
Scriptare; I need not say, knows nothing of 

Our Reviewer finds aduit 
cripture. Let us hope that 

sacrament til he will “arise and be baptzed,” and throw to 
the baptized person hasithe winds his 1m aginary half-sacrament, or 
ling the spiritual con- rather treat it as a nullity, since the word of 

sacramental blessina, and become God evidently ignores it. 2 

TYNDALE. Your's truly, 

Dr. MacrLay returned to our city yester- 
day, at noon, from his gratuitous agency in 
behalf of the endowment of Acadia Colleze. 
after being engaged a mouth, during which 

fitime he has obtained for this olject upwards 
of £3400.—T his sum, added to wha bad been 
previously collected, now amounts to Eien 
‘T'nousand Pounos. "If the other Two Thou- 
sand should not be immediatly pledged we 
shall write ypon all the Baptists who are in the 
rear “Ichabod” 1 
The Doctor preached last evening ingthe 

Germain Street, and after a 

After this the pastor, the Rev. I. E, Bil, 
ddress, expressing our 

y thas be- 

Qur esteemed Father, left this. mofFning, in 
company with the Rew. I, EB. Bill, 10 canvas 
Sto Marts, 

dayret0 preach. in Brussels iStreey, Baptist 
Church, an Lord's doy mornieg ; and i Ger- 
man Street Baptist Church, hotd/s ray even- 
wy, to deliver bis farewell addsess. . We: hope 

|Beripture respecting it... [he defect. can bey&¥ery one wha can; will hear him jan both ec- 

Ite hapes ia retutw. on ; Sator- 

supplied now. (I'he Churchican anddoes up«£AY0RS,, and. may. as she jour merey, to meet hold imfaut baptism us a .traly christian sad 
most precious institution :~ but is ought bt: 
speak of it as a full sacrament, until the wn- 
derstanding of the baptized Has conseiausl 

baptsmal covenant. Then, and not ilk then, 
may the words of Scripture regarding baptism 
be applied ;. for thea only will the suerameut 
be such. as Scripture in. these words supposes 
it to he.’ cat boyeeda tt ow 
You will agree with mé, 

) 

Cc 

unuch pleasure, as furnishing satisfactory 
ations «of : the 'progressisofisgush. The 

ublication of such sedtsmentgin ai periodicall 
which is.understood toiube :thiv:ésgan of the 
fee Chureh of Scotland, fis bertainly ao i 
igmbicaitaymptom. J (brad sso 1 000 
willow we to. direct: then attention of 

readers to, the abowe-cited expression 
which seem to deserme espesial-notice. | | 
on ba Sdipture spgakadiobagitism as dont 

{ 

oi 

A. MéMitlan, a copy ‘of +The 
|wick“Pemperanse Almanac,” for 1 
sides the wsual almanac miiéy Ww otdiderwblé wehdit 
uch dedamintilion 
printed’ aid! we i 
diréulationts ” © 

Mim herepliar, in that place svhore wad who 
ve fanbhiuily need vhe talents committed 10 

them by wie grent thead of ahd ihurgh wil 
hear him say, 14 Game yeiblesyad oi my Fath- 
@r;-inherit 
before the 

the ksogdem prepanedforpoudrom 
foundataen uf she worlds) 5.) 0 
ona suuoiey ods bas yee 

We'have Feeeived {Fm "Mesh. I'& 
Hw Ban's 
853) Be. 

, Tt ‘pontains fai Wi d ish: “fg 1s well 
will Hed i 8% df Hk tens TP A edit 

uso east loum RAR IITT 7 wo m 
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1 k¥ Werhivealetopekodwiedge the cour - 
tésy of horuAveryifi-send 
The publidation does as 
A's ymifwnent asst dodssto then 1dste i ofc th = 

and agricul: ak infotmation’ we expec 

(igus 8/Copy ohh. 
‘much coed it 100d. 

soatajnsiall the iho 
t 

dhe eompass; ceneh 'we wish: the susborall 
¢iitoosagement be deserpes.:.5:1u 1 00 


