' Let'every one of you lay by him in store.”

his is a very essential part of the plan, con-
sidéred iwits public bearing. What. is more
to b2 desired, than that the whole church be
brought up to duty?  Vastly more would be
i«iomplished, even -under the existing ordes
of things, than is, were all, who profess to be
Christ's, to do something. How mueh more
yet—incalculably more—were all to observe
fasthfully the Apostle’s rule! The treasury
of Christian benevolence would be overflow

would obviate to a great
for much of the machine
ployed, and which is so generally found 10 be
extremely difficult to keep in uniform and ef-
fective operation.—Primitive rule

by Rev. J. R. Scolt.
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extent the necessity
ry now generally em-

of giving,

Stand  Fast.
How muoch of Christian character and use-

fuloess is involved in this injunction! It is
easy enough to take a position.
1S 10 maintain it.

The difficnlty
It is easy to resolve, Bat

ness, he sent his recording angel throngh the
city to “set a mark ou. the fureh of them
that sigh and that cry for all the ahominations
that be done in the midst thereof;” and when
the destroyers went forth, they were forbidden
to go near any one upon whom wasthe mark.
Thus, the pgople of God ase distinguished by
their grief for the epen disregard of his law
by the community in which they live, .

This being sa, the day in. which we live
calls for grief and sadness. The Sabbath is
openly and beldly trampled under foot. No

T et ikttt i, e i S T ee—

— s s

ponding effort. =~ When, therefore, you pruv
for an increase of knewledge, how do 'you sct ?
You are sensible that knowledge is not t» be
obtained without persevering exertion. Your.
conduct on all worldly subjects proves tlyie—
You investigate principles, gather together
facts, and store the memory wish illustrations.
But is it s0 in relation to spiritual objects 1.
Do you frequently study the Word of God,
compare one portion with another, and search
for the truthas for hid treasures*  If you re-
ally desire to grow in knowledge, this would

man in this city or its vicinity cam walk to
the house of Gad, or even. look out of his win-
dow, without the painful consciousness shat
the multitude are without the Sabbath, and
without God,  Nor can any one pass through
any of our thoroughfares, witheut hearing the
name of God most shamefully protaned by mul-
titudes whose only recognition of Mim is ex-
pressed in oaths and blasphemy.  T'hese are
amouy those heaven-daring sins which called
dowu the terrible judgments of heaven upon
aneient Lsrael. that ** the land might enjoy her
Sabbaths.” But to these are added, among
us, to a fearfulestent, the sins.of drunkenness.
gauung, licentiousness, and all the kindred
train of vice and crime ; and the fuel that
feeds the flame is openly sold, for purposes of

to keep one'’s vows requires maral courage and
strength. It is easy.to admit, in general terms,
our defection from Christian: consisteney ; but
to set about correeting our faults, calls for real
effort.  What an amount of geod purposed
and good beginnings are wasted for want of
steadfastness.  Fickleness and irresolution
(ritter away the most promising developments
-f character. If Christians would only hold
fast 10 that whieh is good ; if they would but
block the wheel against retrograde movements;
if ministers could rely upon. them to retain the
vantage ground to which they have led them;
what a differcnt aspect would the Church pre-
sent. But alas, how ofien must the founda-
tion of repentance from dead works be re-laid ?
llow often must they who ought to be fed with

ing. Very soon would Bibles, and Tracts,
and the living Preacher, be found in every be-
nighted corner of the world. And, did the
faith, and humble prayers of the church, keep
pace with these operations, a long time could
not elapse before the kingdoms of this world
would become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of his Christ.

Every friend of the Gospel ought to be
reached and induced to adopt the rule. Every
Christian, T say, for the cases of those who
are supported by charity, or whe, by force of
other circumstances, are positively unzble to
bestow anything, are so few, compared with
the whole body, and especially in this coun-
try, that they need not be taken into account.
T'he Aposilé made no exception in-writing to

certainly be your course.  Some: portion of
your time would be consecrated to this noble
pursuit, and your profiting weuld appear upto
all men..  Now, if you will net or cannot dé-
vote the necessary time and effost to this ohject,
eught you not to cease praying for it? He
consistent. B you will not cultivate the pow-
ers of your mind, why make it a subjéct of
prayer?  Your knowledge is not o be obtaii-
ed by mirdeles but by the blessing of God up-
on the ordinary ineans, Where these means
are wanting, there is nething for him to bless,
and of course you cannot consistently ask for
the Divine blessing.—Genesce Evan, :

Beantital Figure,
Two painters were employzd to freséo 1he

the Corinthians; and yet, doubtless, there
were not a few among the poverty-siricken
and persecated believers in that city, who had
to struggle bard for their bread. DBut he
knew tao well that “ there is that scattereth,
and yet increaseth;” he knew too well the
safety of trusting in the Loord and doing good,
te deem, it necessary to guard his order by any
clause of exception. It may be liaid down

anew into the covenant with God?

meat, be again neurishhed with milk ?

Pellow €hristians, stand fust in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made you. free, and be
not again, entanglel with the yoke of bond-
age. llave yea discovered the fatal defectsof
your past experience? Iave ,you entered
Stand
fast, then. Do not return fo the beggarly ele-|
ments of the worldi o not slide back into

t
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impenitence, unbelief, prayerless and godless
living the all-seeing” eye must look upon, in
this great city and throughout the land.

without -

[

ain, at every corner of our sireets,
Bat, beyond all this, what a vast amount of

How can the true child of God leok upon
hese things *‘ without sighing and ecrying,”

weeping and lameutation?  This

sighing and crying” of God’s people is the

walls of a magnificent cathedral; both stood
on a rode scaffolding conetructed for the pur-
pose some forty feet from the floor. One of
them was so intent upon his work that he be-
came wholly absorbed,. and in admiration.
stoud off from the picturé, gazing at it with,
ictense delight. . Forgeiting where he was, he-

veying eriticully

the work of: his peoeil, until he  had nearedh

very first step towards a reformation. Oune of

i ion, that every one whose v
YR bardly & resérvativn, tha J o the heaviest charges &hich the Lord brought

former apathy. Do not lose that lively sense
necessities do not make him a recciver, ought

of divine things which you have just acquired.

the very, edge omc plank upon which he-

stood,

10 be a giver. * * *

Let any one who has never entered into cal-
culations on this subjeet, or witnessed the ope-
ration of the plan, take his pencil, and set
Jown against the mame of every wmember of
his church the average of what he prebably
couldgwithout inconvenience, lay by him in
store on, each Sabbath morning, and then add
up the amount. He will be astonished (o see
how wuch his church might raige every week.
Est Bim thensmultiply this amesint by fifiy-
two, and he will be more asionished to see
what asum might be made up in a year with-
out any one being poorer for his giving. Let
us suppose a ehurch ‘of two hundred mem-
bers, and tha: the amount deposited by each
member aerages tweniy-five cents a week.
Taking all classes together, there are few
ehurches in which this average could be op-
pressive, We have for- the result, fifty dollars
a \yegk', or two thousand six hundred dollars
a _year. Thisis,”doubiless, a much Jarger
amount than is ordinarily raised in a year by
churches of two hundred members ; and ¥ am
confident 1 have not approached extravagance
id this estimate, Nothing but encrzy 1n in-

ng, and perseverance in establishing the
s "sf,cﬁfnﬁﬁi_needed to more than.verify the above
rgsnh.‘ : )

1t is but just, that every member of a ehurch
should bear his proportion in. sustaining the
operdtions of the body, both at home and
abroad ; and surely, e€quality and harmony,
and brotherly loxe, must most abpund in that
church where dach one does his proportionate
part. Why then are not the fragments more

your seed ?

Or like Ezekiel to dwell

Does duty lead you to confront the face of op-|teok
position or.scorn? ‘De worldly connections

Keep yourselt in the love of God. s it not
worth an effort?  Will you not be paid for the
cress-bearing 7 Boes not commuaion with
God more than compensate for thoge worldly
pleasures which yeu have resolved to give up?
To feel that you are prepared to die==is this
less to you than present ease?  Will you not
then siand fast in your new position, and thas
adorn the gospel, while you save yourself?
Have you. as a purent resolved o' witlistand
the persuasions of youthfal frivolity, and to do

your duty in your family? It is painful, per-
haps, and you must endure the strife of

tongues from children too long indulged, or
from their mother, who fails 10 support your
decision. -~ Stand fast! Ho'd on to the
beim !

Youare acting under a solemn trust. TFear

not murmurings. They are but the penalty of

your past neglect. It is Ligh time you took
yourstand. Decide what is safe for your chil-
dren, and let*them enjoy 'it. 'Deecide what. is
dissipating and huriful to the soul, and then
carry out your convictions of duty. You can-
not be unstable without the most serisus eon-
sequences. God, and angels, and your sainted
kindred watch your conduct with solicitude.
Behold the cloud of witnesces!. Would you
have the blessing of your sire descend upan
"Fhen you must be firm.  You
must command your children and your house-
hold after you. Lol -

Has God ealled youto tread a thorny path?

among seorpions ?—

against his ancient church, in a time of
abounding iniquity, was, that his peaple loved
to have it so. But, when the enemy cometh|
in like a flood, and the godly sigh and ery
over the abominations that are. doune in the
land, thie *“Spirit of God will lift yp a stand-
ard against him ;" and they will at least deli*
ver thelr own souls,  We wish seriously to
press the inquiry, Are the Christians of this
land maintaining this attitude before God ? or/
have they taken the more comfortable position
of indifference, satisfied to take care of their
own souls, and leave the world to dishonous

God and perish in its ewn corruptions 1— X,
Y. Observer.

i

o A Will and A Way..

A poor woman who was ardeatly pious, bn
hearing some benevalent object presented, had
a strong desire to contribute to-it. at least the
widow’s mite. She went. home and searched
the house, but conld find nothing, - She was
greatly distressed.  She knew not how to be
denied the privilege of casting a litile into the
treasury of the-Lord.  She eytered:her closet

[

submissive, if it was clearly his will that she
sbq!qld give nothing. On leaving her closet;)
she wentintoa back apartment, and spying a
listle bag of dried seeds, she. took; them down
aud thought to herself that perhaps some ope
q? t purchase them. Just at this moment

er miister came in. . She disclcsed Ao him
her feelings and showed him, the seeds.  He
 that he: was geing

teok them, and observe

—into the outstrete

v are saved.
and prayed earnestly that God would make bér| '

{the history of the brightest year.
whole month in
bi,”-m
there have been cold and stormy days
year,. And yet
darkest hours were dissipa

At this critical moment, his eompanion tarn. -
ed suddenly, and; almost frozen with horror,.
bebeld his imminent. peril;. another instaut,.
and the euthusiast’ would. be precipitated:
upon the pavement: beneath; if he spoke to
him. it was certain death—if he held his.
peacey death wasedqually sare., Saddenly he
regained his presence of mind; and seized a-
wet brush, flung it agaiast the wall; spattering-
the beautiful pictare- with unsightly. blotches-
of coloring.. "Bhe painter fléw forward, and:
turned upon his friend with fierce imprecs-
tions;, but startled at his ghast!y face, he list~
ened to the recital of dinger, looked shuddes-
ingly over the dread. space below, and with,
tears-of gratitude blessed the hand that. saved:
him. -, ‘ '

So, said a preacher; we sometimes get ab- -

sorbed in looking upoti the pictares.of this.

world, and'in contemplating them, step back--
wards, unconscious of our peril; when the
Almighty dashes out the beautifal images, and.
we spring forward to lament their destruction.
hed arms.of mercy,. andt

¥

Bark loues.
There are dark hours, dark howrs, that mark:
'+ For not, a-
any of the millions of the past,
sun shone brilliantly all the'tune. And.
stormy days in every:
the mists and shadows of the-

L &

lessl R o e
and perhaps he mightsell them, |lessly. away.. The cruelest: ice 8
'N:tp: hrghe; in'f:p-htinwy Fh!'sﬁ been brollwu nyMMv::m most.
m to address a missionary meet-|furions storm loses its power to harm,. ‘
ng: I ﬁ“m 31 And what a parable-is ali this of human life-

over the river,
hinder your piety, or embarass your religious, Onhp way he
efforis?  Does the love of Christ seem to who invited hi
draw aline beiween those whe'shouldve one M in, that eveni

enerally gatheged up, that nothing be: lost ?
gt"flnbl because the poorer members of the

ehurch are not willing to do aceording to their

means thaa the more wealthy. Is it because|Does it bring warianee between father and!a the midst of ’;;"’d({m;_.‘  “told. the|of ourinside w;ﬂd,-mmtuuuuhpm ,
in the agy nte-'tﬁesesmallysums’ would ndt|child, or betweei sister and brother? Yet touching story of tfnhpp:r 'v‘(qu:,,m‘p; its destined labor, - Her - 100, we have the.
e o moidsrable amount? 1t e ok fostand st to-daty, 4o Principle, (0 tho highoal her bz of seeds se the andiemdes. LA |GnerShadowing of datk:boure: andhemney s s
dotibtéd that in many instances that  the|colisse of obeying God. ~ Fear not the conse- |g man arose and. red five. dollars. - pages ¥

- amou aﬁ,“ﬂ!,“‘“d'miﬂl““b' doubled by quences of doing right. “I'hey williin the end ‘them.. ' ' nd offered t} .

. their being coliected in, ' be happy. Wlhatever your avocation or con-| g

It is because they|
i

not compensate for the trouble of their|dition, or temptation, write on the tablet of [

~ wollection?  Le rule of the Apostle precis your “heart, this cogent dictate of reason and |\
i mmeets this point. ' Let the pourer brother bejreligion ;. T Ay AT bk b N
‘induced to lay by him in. store on each Lord’s) Stand fast! Only be-in the right; there|it
lay, aad he will thus accumulate an amount(stand, if the heavens fallt " i
3 3{86 ‘encouraged o bring in of | Fial justitia ruat ceslam.—N. ¥, Observer |
: wk*i‘i‘“i‘!hcﬂléd for. R o et MY 4 SRR
an 'can lay claim to being perfeer,| Mark of God'sPeople.
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