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HYMN.

Zion, thou city of our peace,
‘Thy walls are strength, thy gates are praise,
&’lth favour thou art. compass'd round;
To thee th’ assembling nations throng,
To sing with joy the Lord’s new song,
And triumph in the gospel's sound.

In Zion Dasid’s greater Son

1s seated on his righteous throne,
Justice and judgmeut to declare;

*Tis there he Ilves his saitits to bless,

And they proclaim aloud his grace,

~ Made joyial in his hoase of pray'r.

Then let our thankful tongues repeat,

i'Peace be to Salem’s glorious seat !"
Where Jesus reigns to endléss days ;

Where brethren and companions dwell,

United to maintain his will, v
A people form'd to shéw his praise.

[ror ruE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.]

THE BAPTIS PERIES OF ITALY.

The day has goné by, when Baptists cau be
oonuinptuous'y i|2‘ured or their pnnmples
“treated with ¢pan silent conten The
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histery when Baptists were u«noén ‘of theit
prineiples untaught. Have oshér portions of
the christian church known how to Tive'a Tife
of patience amidst dire aﬂ!cum, and to die
s martyrs death with joy ? - To swell that san-
guine flood which has so eoplmly watered
the seed of the , Baptists Wave pouréd
out, wtm no stinte aieuure, thei hdam best|;
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apon|St. John'
: iblesn descend intal. this huge
ohristi-lacross it, without feeling a perfect conviction| I,

tland int

‘ice baptism by immersion to this day. The
western church still possesses monumen!s
which_show_that for hundreds o

£y prs(
rite was practised in this manner, 'ﬁ\

lish_church in its tubic, and the large f l‘i

out, most phmly her opinions on this point.
some of those mopumenis which prove, be-t
yond the possibility of mmake, that at on
time baptism by immersion was_universally
practised inItaly, We allude to the baptis-
teriés still existing. in that country irr an
moﬂ rfect condition.

aptistry is an edifice, most’ domlhobl‘y
in tbe form.of an octagon, with a domed &w’é
ing.. In_some of the minor fowns, these|b
buildings are of brick, plain and neat in their|
appearance.
magpificent marble structures ‘whose orna-|f
ments and archnecmrg traced t‘le weahh and
feqnn of tbe eriod wher lhey were. erected,
n the centre of the Bap X large font,
sixteen to twenty feet in l)a‘neler H oometunzs

sunk into it. I hese fonts are of marble or|é
basalt, and about fourfeet in depth.  As soon
as the christians 'possessed sufficient power,
they erccted these costly edifices: previously|re
to that period the rite was performed in ponds, | lit
lakes; or-by the siver side.  These structures
are nov few. Ahqs every town in’ Laly of
any importance possesses -one, and but one.

their antiquity or magminenae. seem. to be
most interesting. :

"Parma, Cremona, and Verona possess hand-
some
Verona being thirty feetin diameter. Raven-
na, which perhaps contains the most valuable
ing christian  antiquities of any
in Italy, boasts of one of the oldest Bap.
ries, that of ‘8t. Sioukni, in ‘Feuto, built

Iy [about the middie of the third centory, and
known to have been repaired in 431. The|the faithful ‘would pour ont their treasures to vation, but he can find str

grand vase in the centre is composed of Greek
mmu and porphyry. The cupale is adorned
with ' valuable mosaics of the fi th century,

representing the baptism:of . Christ. -~ The|haps see something to recall (o his mind some cuhgr croed He feels no necessity for lo

Baptistry of St. John Lateman, in Rome, was
built by Constantine. It is not so ltrpu
some of the others, but on many nqeountuo
the most interesting edifice of the kind in
Italy. It is of brick, aud 4in the form of an
octagon.. = In the interior, around the centre,
are eight noble columos of porphyry, the larg-

offest known. These columns sustain a cornice,
isjover which are eigh
.imarble. ‘Phe font included in this cirele, is
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still to be seen in the old cathedral speak | DE

It is our istention to dwell brleﬂy upon; Wh

In_the lar er cities, they “Hre}ii

raised above the pavement, and sometimes |l

eries, with large: fonts—that of|quisite proportions and almost matchless rich- |

an. ~We 'think: that' no -one|of reasoning which_ destroys the face of tbgl_e
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¥ front of the, Duomo s’ tﬁeﬂt’mﬁt nile, of) course nscious _infants.
w wb?t’e"mprb €, 'rising' story Wbove siory to Thodghﬁgmhmve Q:umfr Pedo-
!‘ef bt of 178 feet ; unere “‘g not oily|bastist broﬁ.ﬁhe smust admit that there

top ‘exquisite bémlty and &ordmary are some slight’ Ities. Fof iustance, the
fination; But almost’ sarctified by its con-|Greek language mtel e awkward pars-
fion “witli the immiortal Galiles. "To the|ing to make B “ *zmean to sprinkle.

1 'yr the Dabmo is 'the" Cathpo ‘Santo.| At least h be riman churéh have
li#'éntombed, in-splendid miusoleums, iade it ke o e that any mode bug

highted dead of Pidk, arodnd’ the sacred|by immersion

‘ﬂ':rmed of‘eartly fiom mmry ‘The walls o?llaly pr 0’ ha
bis cemetry are covered with ; by|period helx fila iipmion The fathers
16, dlmost the first ‘works of bmd‘h of the chur of Englind, Luther, Cilvin,
* Almost i front ‘of Yhis holyground, |and numerous‘otliér 4&1
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115" feet’in “diaitteter, “and 170 in |method of | rf ‘-” i g dedin T
' J* Tts exterior'is DemﬁM and strikmg, seems to g e *y [:‘ m :h::: eract, hﬁ;:
\mhf ‘of ‘Chiian “midvblé of ' the ‘parest they can ?pﬂf e. If the great
nclf&léd‘ by‘ ‘nob"e ‘piltats, - afid" sur- Ieaders of e made these ad-

“’ thit thé human under-
nd, what, tbough it can
im by, immersioh was
@Imy from the third
th became very corrupt
it h ‘natural to suppose
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OF these we shall describie a-few, which, from|ed that it is a font, originally intended for the| Christ could not have introduced an ordinance

immérsion of adults.” " " Isq, very inconyenient and dangerous. The

The lover of the beautiful' and grand may|conclusion is that adalt mmergmn is a cof-
fuitly revel amidst these stractres; their-ex-|tuption, introduced about the beginning of
he third century."
ness. ‘The drtist traces’ onthe walls'of the| The Baptist looks on one of those Baptis-
cmpo Sinto, the infancy of the art of fresco tefies. He has congluded from the Bible thnt
painting, wlm:h seems inperfection, asexhibit-| believers should be mmefsod He learns
ed‘on the walls" of the Vatican, constitated|from tradition that this was the costom. He
one of the glories of modern Iuly ‘T'he Ca:|can find no period. in early church Mistory
tholic miay lameunt that theday has past, when where immersion was spoken of a8 an inno-
deffunciation
produce such temples-of art and piety as here qu lglln“ the ppnnkhrg of infants. Now
stand before him:  And the follower of Christ, | as he neasures with his eye these huge fonu
as he stands within: 1hat Baptistry, may pers|he feolu the most perfect consiction in his pe
of those descriptions of the interesting rite o learued and injurious trains of argument, lf’
his. religion.. as they are given in the New seqqq ain command, that command explain-
Testament. fory and tradition proving that this

Some of these edtﬁces were raised as early command was retained for ‘' while in its in-
as 300, alter Christ; others as late as theftegrity, and these Baptisteries lutn‘ monu-
twelfth century, So soon as the christians|ments for the confusion of ima ers; a
possessed. sufficient power, they reared these|commentary to the, Bible, gi he to
monuments of their faith. / These solid mar:|history when she speaks falsely, ﬂ makan‘
ble fonts cannot bg, twisted to any meaning |tradition speak a plain, unambiguons. laa:
Oh ! the, writings, of some of the fathers, they gnage %
are mong, stub u&0"! facts. It ml‘hj‘ per- M
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haps, be imagined, that they furnished an ar- »
port ‘of the baptism of adults by ¥ i
immersion rather difficuli to answer. - Oa the A wingle remark 6f the ' Rev, ‘Chiarles 8
contraty, a little lnggm‘nty resolves the whole meon, ou the blessings which. had ‘resalted
info thin air. We propose 1o give the train|fFom the labors of Dr. Carey in India, first ar-
rested the attention of ’ MMI (d' 'the
cause of utimoua His miud bega to stir
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; -you never yet spoken
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