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GREAT IN LITTLE.

BY CHARLES MACKAY.

A trageller through a dusty road
Strewed acorns on the lea,

And took root, and sprouted up,
And grew into a tree.

Love sought its shade at evening time,
To breathe its early vows,

And age was pleased, in bheats of noon,
To bask beneath its boughs ;

The dormouse loved its dangling twigs,
The birds sweet music bore ; '

It stood a glory in its place,
A blessing evermore.

A little spring had lost its way
Awid the grass and fern, =

A passing stranger scooped a well,
Where weary men might turn ;

He walled it in, and hung with care
A ladle at the brink—

He thought not of the deed he did,
But judged that toil might drink.

He passeld again—and lo ! the well,
By summers never dried,

Had cooled ten thousand parching tongues
And saved a life beside !

A dreamer dropped a random thought ;
"T'was old; and yet wis new—

A simple fancy of the brain,
Bat strong n being true ;

It shone upon a genial mind,
And lo! its light became

A lamp of light, a beacon ray,
A monjtory flame. i

'I'be thought was small—its issue great,
A watch-fire on the hill, :

It sends its radiance far adown,
And cheers the valley stijlds it

" A naineless man, amid a crowd
That thronged the daily mart,
Let fall a word of hope and love,
Uanstudied, from the*heart;
A whisper on the tumult thrown—
A transitory breath—
[t raised a brother from the dust,
it saved a soul from death. .
{Oh germ! oh font! oh world of love!
Oh thought at random cast !
. Ye were bat little at the first,
. But mighty at the last.

; From the Ncwgork ﬁomcof', der.

" SKRTCHES OF PORKIGN TRAVEL.
: ROME.

Au Amerioan-always.associates life, bustle
and activity in connection with a large city.

This is natural, for with us the two are inse-

parable:;but in Ltaly the case is different, and

especially in respect to Rome. This city and
i

the

Boston contain nearly the same population

but what a contrast in energy and activity

{ciate in so large a number, is very great.—

|&Y,1n connection with pumerous churches and

in.close conclave ; and such enemies are the
Pope and Cardinals to freedom of thonght and
public improvements, that the press is under
strict sorveillance ; arrests are daily.made for
political offences ; not a railroad or telegraph
leads from the city ; the pepulation decreases;
and twelve thousand French bayonets are re-
quired to maintain the Governmeant in authori-
ty. Such is the present state of Rome, the re-
sidence of the great head of the Church and his
Cardinals, the seat of that religion which seeks
to engraft itself on every nation of the world,
and which; in the United States, professes to

Were not
the Catholics of our country blind to their own
interests, we think -a lesson could here be
learned. We saw the Pope—the man they so
much venerate—ride through the sireets of bis
own city on a fete-day, surrounded by his
guard and in the midst of his people, and,
ot one cheer was raised; he was received,
through the length and breadth of thecity Wwith
profound silence. - It is from this turbid and
poisonous fountain they expcct the pure stream{
of happiness and religion to issue.

- The number of churches is generally consi-
dered a good standard by which to judge the
morals of a people; and certainly in this re-
spect no city can present-a better claim. thau
Rome, which contains more than three hun-
dred. The number of priests required to offi-

Their name is legion ; you see them in every)
street, at every corner ; often while sitting at
my window have I counted as many as twenty
at a time. - Their dress is along black gown
reaching to the ankles, with a very broad-bris-
ed black hat. The presence of so mauy cler-

the constant ringing of bells; gives to the city
a decidedly religious aspect. There are also
a large number of convents in the city, whose
inmates almost vie in numbers with the priests.
Processjons are of daily occurrence. I remam-}
ber that, in the course of the first walk we took
in Rome, we observed a large crowd collected|
on the sidewalks, and on each side the dwel-
lings were hung with flags and decorations.—
Soon a long procession made its appearance,
composed of priests and monks, bearing in
their hands wax candles, crosses, the Virgiu
Mary, the crucifixion, and such emblems of
their. religion. What it was for we could not
understand, and perhaps notone in ten who
witnessed it could tell. ~Wiile in Italy, we
saw so many, that théy cedsed to excite inter-
est. A callection of monks presents as motley
2 gmqi‘u can be found under any circumstan-
ces. ‘Their dressis loathsome and disgusting,
composed of coarse brown ecloth, reaching
nearly to their ankles, without the least re-
gard to fit or symmetry. I well remember t

impression produced at the first sight of one

this clasg of men. It was in Genoa, while
making our first visit to an Italian church.—|

while man, ereated in the image of his Maker,
the noblest work of his crneation, must appear
i this wretched, loathsome form, more re-
volting than the sow that wallows in the mire?
It was irreconcilable. T'he impression of that
moment has not been effaced ; the thought or
sight of a monk produces the most unpleasant
sensation. Did I think them sincere, I would

—

‘“ The Copts of the present day have en-
tirely lost their ancient learning, and are both
intellectually and socially degraded, though
still retaining a prond recollection of their an-
cestors, After having been thinned by ages
of persecution and apostacy, they still amount
to some one hundred and fifty thousdnd per-
sons, nearly ten thousand of whom reside in

be such a fricnd and advocate of liberty, educa- | ho
|tion and freedom of conscience.

L

diture.

not speak thus disparagingly of them ; bat the|Cairo, in a quarter specially assigned them.—
fat, sleek appeaiance o% many of them tells too|Gréat numbers live in the district called the
plainly that they are strangers to the austeri-|‘ FFaioom,’ and the remainder are scattered up
ties and deprivations they profess ; aad their|and down in the cities and towns, whete, for
countenances are too sensual for that pure and[the most part, they fill the offices of secreta-
holy life they profess to lead, ries and accountants. Their language is ra-
"T'he’churches in Rome abound in works of|dically the same with the old Egyptian, but
art, some of them of the most costly and splen-| with many foreign-mixtares and additions.—
did description, - It has’'been the work of cen-|It is not spoken, but is still used in their sa-
turies to produce them, and now they form a|¢red books and public services; and it now
collection of, immense walue. It can almost|furnishes a valuable key to the atudy of the
be said, that there is hardly a church in Rome]hieroglyphics.” From the numerous monaste-
finished ; there is always room for some new|ries in the East, so many manuascripts in the
painting or sculptured tomb. Some of the|Coptic and Sahidic dialects have been disco-
churches present a singular appearance; per-(vered by the venerable Archdeacon Tattam,
haps they may have been built some centuries,|and others, that acomplete copy of the Sacred
but still remain in an unficished state. OnjScriptures has been recently printed, I believe,
entering, one is much disappointed at the flest|in their language. The Coptic tegets are in
appearanceé; perhaps the larger portion of the|the main orthodox ; but the people are divided -
walls is left merely whitewashed, without the|into Vvarious sects, Jacobites, Euatychians,
east decoration; the whole place has a com-|Monophysites, and Monothelites. me of
fortless, barnlike look ; but, on examination,|their practices are peculiar. They use both
in.all Prob.biﬁt’ more has been expended on circumeision and tism. The former is not
decorations than would suffice to build a doz-|deemed essential; but they consider that a
en handsome churches in our country. The|child dying unbaptized will be blind in the
dome may be frescoed by one of the best art.|future life. Pilgrimages they highly esteem,
ists of the sixieengh century; some of the al-|especially to Jerusalem, where they have a
tars in the chapels may have splendid paint-{convent; aund like the Jews and Mahomme-
ings ; some five or six of the chapels may be|dans, they abstain as well fm'!:oj)ork as from
most eztravagantly finished, in the richest l.bmgs strangled; and fiom blood. Their re-
taste conceivable, while many of the adjoiniug|ligious orders consist of a patriarch, bishops,

ones have nothing but the bare walls'of stone, |archbishops, priests, deacons, monks, and
waiting for some rich family to adopt it as|nuns. The patriarch is always unmarried.—
theirs and ornament it, or perhaps until the[ The bishops are usually so, or widowers.—

The priests are allowed to matry, but only to
virgins. The deacons have the same privi-
lege, but they are often mere boys. Monks

fands of the church shall allow further expen-

-

. In the coastructionof their churches, there

seems. to have beén uo attention paid-. to thefand nuns take a vow of celibacy; and in some

comfort of the congrcg"ion, It is true, some religiQUS esmblishments the’ reside togetber;
ate small, but most of them are very large and[and, generally speaking, marriage is sanc(ion-

comfortiess. 'T'he walls are of such thickness{éd ouly among members of their own body,—

as to be almost impervious to the heat, and on|{In the ceremonies of marriages and burials,
a warm summer day, the chilliness of the at-|and in their general habits, they differ but lit
mosphere on entering is so great as frequently|tle from the Mohammedans. Their costame, -
to produce colds, The floor is unobstructed| however, is usaally confined to gray or gloomy
by any pews. 1f a person wishes to sity he{colors. Their -feelings are not, “of course,
hirés a chair fer one or two cents of women|friendly towards their Moslem o 3 but
who attend to this business. ‘The greater part|are less hostile to them than to Christians of
stand or kneel on the cold marble i The|the Greek Church, an: antipathy which  they
place being so large that but a small portion|appear to bave ‘derived from their dnecéstors
of the audience can distinguish a si word [of the seventh century, and to which may be
that is said by the priest. . By means of bells, chiefly attributed the suceess of the Moham-
information is given when to stand, kneel, or{medan invasion. The Abyssinian Church is
pray, " The greatest confusion exists duringjan offshoot from the Coptic, and is-suppesed
setvicd; the constant eatering and departure|to bave been founded abiout the: middle of the
of people ; the performance of three or four{fourth century. It holds the same doctrines
services in the same building at one time; the|and rites ; and its chief aboona, or metropoli-
moving of chairs, and the collecting of mioney {tan, is nominated by the quudpamueh.’

. .

two Pmt& - Rome, comparatively speaking, On enteri - were 8 ¢ with the richness by the women who keep them. Itis imma- FREREGIYL L
has no trade; she exists on the money drawn| ¢ ), 1523’,2'3@; the gilded ‘and frescoed|terial how devoutly engaged a person may be;| s ypicx.—Letters from Sierra Loone, dited 13th
to ber as the seat of government, as. the resi-| ;o;f, g; the profusion of costly marb .|perhaps, in the middle of prayers, the women| May, received by the Helle state that the in
dence of the Pope, and as a resort of strang- |y, ster, and the splendid paintings. It so' ove abont, askiug for the hire of the seats. tercourse between Ggu umbia and that settlement was
ers. . From. the latter class she obtains mu .mmd‘ eeded anything we had ima that ‘We 215 lese things detract from the solemity of|rapidly extending.. . The number of native traders
as they liberally patronise her ‘seulptors and| o0 2vished at the splendor. . While in thi g“‘s"mg'l':.onmat sttangely with the neat-|that had left Sierra . Leone.. for wxum
mmq‘»dmmﬂd.mm e : . m of our churches, and the or- the lstogmnu‘_y was 13 N rith them. up-
ata exception,  they.are without side-|;q g0 se|vices, - A Pragestunt audience go to a churchj oy Slds was'n gy
walks. . The sioresare small, and not attrac-{, = o -|for instraction and worship; buta (atholic ﬁ%“:&'&?’m m m
. attend to the external forms of religion. |, en i ay disturbed,
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