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., CLAIMS OF THE JEWS. 

In the present feeble condition of the Church 
of , Christ in every place where the. sound of 
the. gospel has reached, and in the midst. of] 
the. prevailing desite .in our own and other 

professedly Christian lands for the revaval of 

pure and undefiled religion, and amongst the 

many schemes in existence and being adve- 
cated for -the accomplishment of this much 

wished for result, it has leng been to the wri- 

ter matter of sarptise and: wonder that so lit- 

tle attention bas been paid to the Jews. When 

it is remembered that to them, under God, we 

are indebted for a Bible and a Saviour, and 

when we are told by Paul that their conver- 

sion shall, be to the Gentile world as life from 

the dead, it. might naturally be expected thay, 
that. people would be very dear to us, share 
largely in our affections, live in our lave, be 
daily the, objects of our prayers; and that for 
their spiritual enlightenment greater and more 
extended efforts would be made than for any 

other portion of the human family. The Jews, 

though under the chastening hand of Lod, are 

his peculiar care; and we verily believe that 
the jadividual and the church that deeply feels 

for their outcast condition, and ardentlv de- 

sires and labours for their being born again, 

shall be eminently blest by our heavenly Fa- 
ther. The attentive reader of the Bible can- 
not fail te observe that the Jews are to he 

mighty, instruments in the evangelization of 
the world. . The hour ison: the wing when ten 

wen shall take hold out of all languages of the 
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him| 

that is a Jew, saying, WE WILL GO WITH YOU, 

FOR WE HAVE HEARD THAT (GOD 18 WITH YOU. 
It is cheering to know that there:are even now 

upwards of three hundred Jews preaching the 

Gospel, and offering salvation to their breth- 
ren through Him whom their fathers crucified. 

Animated by this knowledge, let us cast aside 

the Lord. 9, © 3 - 

yids b { 
it then too much to ask that this dnei- 

ent people be daily remembered by us’; thal 
in our Sabbath assemblies we no longer’ al- 
most forget them ; that we send more labour. 
ers among them, and endeavour practica 
to show that we love them as ourselyes? If, 
afier all their rebellion, Jehovah could say, 
“1 do earnestly remember him still,” shall not 
we—not merely on account of being eminently 
their debtors, but for the higher reason that 
their conversion shall be a kind of resurrec- 
tion to the Gentiles—shall not we also.remem- 
ber them by actively working to bring them 
to the acknowledgment of the truth as it is in 
Jesus? Let each of us do what we can. We 
can all do something. I nced not say What 
that something is. And regarding this and 
every other labour of love, may it be said of 
each of us at the close of life: HE HATH 
DONE WHAT HE COULD. 

THE PRAYER WAS TOO LONG. 

Well, that is a fault. We have no model 
in the Bible for a long praver. The longest 
recorded 1s that of Solomon, upon the mo- 
mentous, special occasion of the dedication 
of the temple. The deliberate offering of this 
would scarcely occupy eight minutes. One 
of the shortest, that of the publican, * God be 
merciful to me a sinner,” may be offered in 
one breathing ; and it was answered. *“ Lord 
save, I perish,” and *“ Lord help me,” are 
patterns of earnest, effectual prayer. KEarnest- 
ness utiers its desires directly, briefly, even 
abruptly. We are not heard beewuse of ** much 
speaking.” 

The prayer was too lonc—It is certainly 
difficult for us to concentrate our thoughts 
with the intensity that devotion requires for a 

1 by : long time; or to maintain, without weariness, 
our past indifference. Let the tents of Jacobi hroper attitude of prayer. Remembering 
as well as the gates of Zion bear witness to) his he who leads publicly in prayer, repre- 
oug fervent supphcations for the speedy remo- senting not simply his own desires, but those 
val of the veil from Isracl’s heart. of the congregation, should go no further than 

« Father of faithful Abra’m, hear he reasonably may hope to carry with him 
Our earnest suit for Abra’m’s seed : their thoughts and devotions. All beyond 

Justly they claim most fervent prayer this, if it be sincere, is private prayer, and 
From us, adopted in their stead, should be uttered in the closet. If it be not 

Who mercy through their fall obtain, sincere, it 18 hypocrisy. 

And Christ by their rejection gain. The prayer was too long.—Perhaps the 
FE I * * * good brother did not know it. In the sell-for- 

getfulness of devotion, perhaps he took *‘ no 
{note of time.” As the prayers ol the social 
meeting are generally too long, he was but 
extending a bad custom. Now, if you were 
Kindly to mention it to him, not complaining- 
ly, but as though you really desired to pro- 
mote his uscfulness and influence, might it 

It would be well were our pastors to bring| hot have a good resuit? Just try it; and if 
frequently before their congregations the con: he is a reasonable Christian he will thank you 
dition of this interesting people. The Savi-{fyr it. 
our was a Jew. Were we clothed with this| = Te prayer was too long.—Perhaps your 
fact, we would ne longer forget the Jew: onjown heart was not in a proper frame to symn- 
the contrary, our love to Israel would be akin|pathize with the devotions. You did not pray 
to that of -Him who wept over their devoted|in private before you came to the public meet- 
city as he gave utterance to those melling|ing, and consequently you wanted a praying 
words of tenderness with which every reader spirit. There was then but little fellowship 

of the Bible is familiar... And yet it is this|of spirit between you and the brother who 
down-trodden people who are still to furnish, sought to express what ought to be your de- 

as they did of: old, examples of the power ofisires; and if his heart was warm, and yours 
faith... Faith in Jehovah's promise made Ab-|cold, it is no wonder you thought the prayer 
rahnm what he was: was too long. 
‘Long he believed, without fore evidence'{ The prayer was too long.—Was there any 
Than God’s bare word.” preaching in it? Sometimes brethren aim, 
It'is the patriarch’s faith that we need, and to instruct the congregation, and substantially 

chat it ma¢ be ours if we feel our want of it, tarn their prayers into exhortations or siate- 
and rsk it, no one can doubt who has the|ments of docttine. I think, in all such cases, 

Bible in his hand. Faith is ‘often obscured|it Would "greatly add to the interest and pro- 
by laboured attempts to explain what it. is.— fitableness of the meeting, if a division were 

It needs na explanation. It is open to the made, and the things that differ were sepa- 

comprehension of a child. Faith is simply rated. 
takipg ®t his word, And if we would dor 

“ But hast thou finally forsook, 
For ever cast thine own away ? 

Wilt thou not bid the murd’rers look 
On Him they pierc’d, and weep and pray? 

Yes, gracious God, thy word is past : 
© All Israel shall be saved at last.” ” 

The prayer was too long.—Was it formal 
thi and plead without a wayer or a doubt, and heartless? Without unction ang earnest- 
for the pouring out of the Haly Spirit, the]ness, did it seem as though the brother prayed 
feck dba’ world would soon be chang ‘merely because he was called upon, without 

Hith 1 "the Jews, methinke the|APPearing to have any special errend to the An | wit _regard to ph 1 erre : 
prophecies anént their future glory would in- throne of grace? Did he seem to pray merely 

" to fill up the time, or to 
spas ra Beats jgih.xlanging for their, WH he prescribed routine 2 ition tas i ment : in BE Gre : 
IPR onedbongalisbtllo &% vat N ‘(the same Did sterbotiged prayer which he al- 
 Osccaes sarpassing fable, and yet true, [see lays offer though cirgumstances never, 
Scenes ofecomplish’d bliss !'whieh who can ¢hanged," and out'w, Tus afd Supplies were al- 
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Though bat in distant prospect. and notfeel | ways the ame? If it werd so then the pray ; ; Sores e same ? it were so then the pray- 
H issoukrefresiyd’ with foretaste of ihe Joy or wal Bunty the long, chap if it occupied) 

st elipy Jesus] * “There may not be much Posty, but there! 7 
habits ¢ on Nilthey Ihr Fe sefige and piety Ja #08, following 
is Ea - At | et off 2 Stal ¥) aii 3S { Py Hd iH 1S 
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resorted to, and the feebls among them:shalll "And make dasotion sweeh!”:) 1 iv 

become fia David, and David as the angel of] 

"Phets shall Zion arise and shine," Ref’ fight 
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overrate their. own power or, cleverness ip ja- 
PoEinS or eseaping,it., The safe rule oe the 
Scripture one, is to avpid every appearance 
of evil—to distrust ourselves. ** Thou shale 
not tempt the Lord thy God.” Habit soon 
makes us indiffergnt to thingsi’which -erce 
would ; have, moved eur apprehensions, and 
impunity in small risks leads us to incur great 
DBA. * 3 TI CY Wil 

“Have you ever stood; my friend, upon a 
railroad track, and watched the cars as they 
approached 1 How stealthilg and cat-like they 
creep upon you, uetil im. a moment they are 
gone! To one standing at some distance, 
they present a different appearance. He is 
aware of their rapid motion, and 1s amazed at 
the foothardiness which lingers in their path. 

explained, In the former pasition, the cars 
mcve .in ‘the direct line of vision. and the. 
chief notice whichithe eye takes of their ap- 
proach, i» from the slow increase of the angle. 
which they subtend.: In the latter position, 
the train moves across the line of vision, and 
in addition to the very rapid: increase of the 
angle which it subiends; the eye matks also 
the frightful speed with which it passes objects 
both intervening and beyond. - The inexperi- 
enced, nay, the practised eye, therefore, ofien 
misjudges of the danger, and many a sad spec- 
tacle has been produced by the delay of those 
who thought there was yetttime enough, 
The safest rule. then, friend. which we 

can give you in the matter is, ! Never stand 
upon the track,” You may stand there many: 
times, an dream of na, danger. But in some 
ill-fated moment, the train may wind around 
seme neighbouring curve, and steal suddenly. 
upon yew, and-then a little trepidation—a 
shght misstep—a slip. of the. foot—pnd we 
shudder to think of your crushed and bleed- 

Perhaps, now, my travelling friend, as yon 
sit quite'al your ease in your. wellscushiomed 
car, reading (with ‘interest, we .htpe,) the 
Railroad, Gazette, you are congratulating your 
sell that you are very cautious asd require no | 
such warning. Still I say with all soberness, 
* Don’t stand upon the track,’ You canoot 
avoid all the evils of life. Perils are around. 
'you.on every hand. But there are calamities 
which, so te speak, move in right lines. Don't 
plat yourself in their path, and defy them.— 

on’t stand in their track, and disregard them. 
Perhaps at the very last station, you refresh- 
‘ed (as you call it) the inner man with some 
strong potation.. - My friend, if 80, you are 
standing * on the traek,” while the car of re- 
tribution comes thundering on—moving in a 
right line—approdching with steady and rapid 

or m————— 

QUACKERY IN THE PULPIT. 

A child might take held of a sargeod’s 
knife, and with it inflict a’'wégnd. The blood 
would flow freely, the flesh quiver, and the 
sufferer cry out with pain. Buti a deep-seats] 
ed and desperate cancer is to be cut ost by 
the roots; the bones scraped clenn of every 
vestige of the disease, the wounded arteries 
secured, and the patient's life preserved, the 
skill of the surgeon is demanded. A child, a 
bungler, a quack canndt do it. “He may at- 
tempt, and cut out a great deal of sore, and 
cover up the wound, and soothe the sufferer, 
and call it a cure ; but he has healed the hurt 
slightly. The disease is left behind and will 
soon break out again, and withoat the aid of 

superior wisdom and power and skill, will in-) 
evitably prove fatal. ii de 
The instrument to sanctify and save disea- 

ses and ruined man is tne truth of God. The 
preacher may take that instrument and apply 
it to the hearer. It will produce an impres- 
sion. Like the knife in the child’s hand, it 
may draw blood. The stricken sinner, pier- 
ced as by an arrow, may tremble, quiver, cry 
out with pail. The preacher may proffer 
comfort, and when the pain has ceased and 
the troubled conscience is lulled with opiates, 
he may call the sinner a converted man, and 
promise him eternal life. Bat if this instra- 
ment of salvation pierces to the dividing asun- 
der of the soul and spirit, the joints and the 
marrow, it must be in the hands of the Holy 
Ghost. To cut out the heart of stone and 
supply its place with a heart of flesh, to cleanse 
the soul from the deep-seated can@ers of “sth 
and remove the last vestige of the disease, re- 
quires infinite wisdom, power and skill. Noth. 
ing short of thus can perforin the work. A 

man of clay cannot do it. A child, a bungler, 
a quack caanot do it, ; 

Such have tried it. They have made a bu= 
siness of it, They have gone from place to 
place, like pretenders in the healing art, and 
have offered for hire, to save lost men from 
hell. We know one of them who offered to 
preach a brief season or a stipulated sum, en; 
gaging at the same time that a definite num- 
ber would be converted, which be said— 
“Would at the price he had fixed he only] 
—aollars a piece.” Others have had less 
honesty in the avowal of their views, but as 
much confidence in their skill. 
And now go over the fields which these pul- 

pit quacks have travelled, where a few years) 
ago they led silly womeu and more silly men, 
(and some wise ones,) captive at their; will, 

and see how many saving cures they effected 
with their new discovered means of grace.— 
They had the reputation of healing multitudes, 
But they did not stay cured. Like the woman irae Wall it not beat down and crush 
in th els, they w thi tered. but{" . . . 
In the gospels, they wore pothyag bettered. iy ‘Perhaps you spend an. oceasional evening rather grew worse. They endured for a litle 
time, and after that withered away. ‘‘ The 
hurt of the daughter of my people’ was heal- 
ed slightly. We knew a church that wader 
such instrumentality, received at one time a. 
hundred and fifty members en profession, and 
in less than a year the church had not a name, 

to live on the face of the earth. It was scat- 
tered to the four winds and its existence, 
known only in history. Many of its members 
went over to Universalism : some to infidelity, 
and their last end was'worse than the first,— 
Some regions of our country are sirewed with 
the skeletons of churches that were poisoned 
to death by this quackery, 
Yet one blessing lingers bebind the cupse: 

The church has had a terrible warning never 
to undertake what belongs te God only. Man 
may preach to the outward ear. [He may ar, 

with ‘a party of friends, amnsing yourselves 
with cards or dice, staking small surus to make 
the game interesting. My friend, you are 
standing ‘ on the treck.’ Thousands have 
stood: there and perished. Don’v-wait to hear 
the pantings of the iron steed-and the rattling 
of rushing wheels, but fly from the track. At 
a sale. distance stand and view the wreek, 
which yen ponderous train will spread befére 

"Be: advised, my friend. It is not always 
easy. to; know when. you are standing ‘ on the 
track? and yet tree dt-is that of youido stand 
there, you are in danger. Be vigilant, there- - 
fore; ;; Look well to the ground on which you 
plant your feet; and forget not:for yet these - 
many. days, our parting-words, * Don’t stand 

vest the careless and alarin the stupid ; he may, hora d—am ESS. . 
preach the-terror of a broken: Jaw all, the,sins} |, LIGHT, IN. DARKN sir eA 
mer cries out in the anguish of a terrified apisf, A.few years ago, an aecident happened in 
tit, but man cannot save his fellow man. from and, and'gave eécasion to a display of hristian dieroisny sand moral 'gfandear wur- 

passing all: that We have heatd or read “in 
tale or history.” The miners were buried be- 

going down to the pit. In the day of; his 
power, God only can subdue, (he stubbory 
heart. A sad mistake on this point has de- 
ceived multitudes, to ruin. he ghusch must Jopd nam subeipnest mi iights ay ord 
féel its degendence on the Holy Ghost ang}'00, failed; and water rose around them, An 
pray unceasingly, Oh Lord’ Lov fh (¥ Work | aged-disciple was song the’ niiners, such’ 

he exhorted thedbaried alive 
hil 0 its adf To si repeated from memory” «THR AE Va A 

DON'T STAND ON, THE TRACK. { 
Phereis a world of iwisdom in» the artiole{No 
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