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The Eyrintian Visiter,

THE “RELIGION-OF JESUS CHRIST CANNOT

I have often heard it said, as an excuse for
not '.'::dmg the opinions and. adwice of the
agedy “They are superaaununated; they have
notkept pace with the times; or, “ We cgn’t
expect them to fall in with all the great im-
provements of the age, both as. it regards sci-
ence and religion.” :

Now, I happen to be both am old man and
an aged minister of the gospel of Christ. [
have marked, with admirasion and delight, the
progress of science, jand the amazing effects
and resnlts of human skill and industry, by
which the present times are distinguished ; but
I have not been so well pleased with the chan~
ges which our theology seems to have under-
gone, and whieh, I think, is not for the better,]
but for the worse. We must, Ethink, have a
modern New Testament, before we can mo-
dernize Christianity ; and our rising sninistry:
should be on their guard, “lest any man spoil
them through philosophy vainly so called,” a
pure, luminous flame, should only exhibit a
few sparks flying through smoke.

That we haye betteg means for understand-
ing the Bible I readily and thankfally admit.
The more sound-learning the better, por do I
ebject to a little railroad speed in working the
well-construeted machinery, by which, T trust,
the gospel is to be disseminated through the
world, under the direction and influence of
the Holy Spirit. Still there are some things
which I regard with trembling anxiety and

ain.

P 1 have listened ' with deep interest to the
preaching of Romuine, Newton, Berridge, Ce-
cil, Foster, and others, belonging to the est.b-
lishment ;- and, certainly, not with less infer-
est to'many of their contemporaries amongst
Dissenters. They were, in fact, of the same
school, and on the whole, knew and loved
one another. But, alas! the scene is chan-
ged, and the “ gold is become dim.” A semi-
Arminianism seems to possess the minds of
many of the young men who have "léft our
colleges, and in many of our charches the
consequences are of a distressing character.
I fear that every step taken in that direction
is-a departure from the doctrines of the Re-
formation, and a step ** towards Rome.”

When I hear it'said, ** that parents can con-
vert their children; "hat ministers might add
to their churehes-an handred members where
they only add half'a dozén orteén ; Wnd that
man has power to.convert himself;” I am griev-
ed, and ask, ‘“ Who converted Saul of Tar-
sus? aud what good man can stand forward,
and say, ‘ I converted myselt.””  Paul thank-
ed that God ““ who sepdrated him from his
mother’s womb, and called him by his grace.”

Great allowances must’ be made for young
men just finishing their-academical studies.—
With some knowledge of moral scienee, and
the philosophy of the mind, they must needs
introduce it into their sermons, but they are
almost always- sure to fail in the attempt.—
Not making a clear distinction between natu-
ral and moral power, they sometimes tell us
that men have power to convert themselves,
and sometimes 5;_)“ it is the office of the Holy
Spirit to regenerate and transform the soul
of man. ' This often happens in'the same dis-
course, and the preacher beecomes involved in
self contradictions. Theattentive hearer sees
this, and 'is grieved and mortified.  The
preacher himself sometitnes feels his difficalty
and is often embarrassed : pérspicuity is atan
end, and the whole becomesmystified and un-
mteresting. ’ ‘

I feel a particular interest in young minis-
ters. Ilove them for their work’s sake, If
they be truly pious and sincerely. devoted to
their work , they will come right in time.”—
Bat how important is it that_ all ‘preaching
should be at once ipd always scriptaral and.

Judicious. For the want of this there is often-
times great difficulty in a young man’s beir

’s s ot ¥ o L ’l, .
settled over an intelligent people, who aﬂ%
“They have no reli

“division' is eretited, and owr ohiw
suffer loss. - The facts are many, bot they
cannot now be' adduced.

If young men of piety, fuir talemt, good ad-
dress, and great prudence and zeal, when they
enter the Christian ministry, would carefully
avoid all that is pedantic; if they would se-
lect plain_and importaat passages from the
Word of Life, and treat them. evangelically
and practically ; if they would show clearly
and plainly man’s utter ruin by the fall, his re-
demption by Jesus Christ, without money and
without price; if they would preach justification
through the imputed ighteousness of our Re-
deemer, and regeneration and sanctification
by the Holy Spirit ; if they would thus preach
the gospel to every creature, and be themselves
men of much prayer, and be filled with com-
passion for souls, God will biess them ; they
will neither be Arminians nor Antinomians,
and from Puseyism and Popery they have noth-
ing to fear.

This is a subject which demands the at-
tention of theological professors and precep-
tors, and calls for the prayers of all pious
men in our churches. Hoping that some
abler person, more in the prime of life, will
enter more fully into it,

I remvin, yours truly,
AN Acep MINISTER.

Afraid to Think.

This describes the character of the largess
proportion of those, who, under the light of
the gospel, refuse to yield to its claims, There
1s such evidence of the divine origin of the
gospel—such consciousness of the reasona-
bleness of its claims—such conviction of the
actual existence of the fearful and glorious
realities it reveals, that, if this gospel and its
demands are fairly taken into consideration,
there will be an inward remonstrance agaiast
neglecting them.

Light is shining from all quartess, confirm-
ing the great truths of the Bible. Reflection
gathers these rays as with a vocal glass, and
pours them on the mind. They reveal to it
the dreadful work it is doing, by its disregard
of the.claims of God. Truth shines_but fee-
bly, and with but little practical benefit, when
little or no serious thought is given to it.—-
But by reflection, it becomes like . the sharp-
ened iron that entereth. into the  soul.—
Thought on religions themes repulses those
woridly influences which have prevented self-
acquaintance, by diverting the mind from its
own moral tondition. - T'o think on God-is to
show the guilty neglect with which he has
been treated. To think of Christ, reveals the
ingratitude shown that infinite Friend. Re-
flectiou on heaven awakens ihe conviction of
the soul’s unfitness for it, and danger of losing

teous moral government, must reveal the soul’s
own exposure to it,

Hence, no sooner does serious reflection be-
gin in a sinful mind, than its peace is broken
up. Such thoughts fead it threugh paths of
thorns. Such thoughts give clearness of men-
tal vision, correetness of moral judgment, vi-
vid apprehensions of the claims of God. Bud
these are nothing but sources of misery to a
mind opposed to holiness of heart and life.——
To see the right path and be unwilling to walk
in it—to understand duty, and refuse to doiit,

transgressor, . ‘T'he moral constituticn of the|
mind forbids us peace under the circumstan~
ces, Every sinful mind has known what it is
to be-inthis position. Reflection on God an
his claims, which it has sometimes been im~
possible to escape, has placed.it there.

nce many are afraid to think on God|
and eterpal realities. In the present state. of
their minds, this capnot but be painful,—

A

Ay BRI AR % w“*f;"m,{. 8- L
mﬁue it. *There is no retreat.

'very unlikely you should live fifty months;. you

rman ; and you ought to live in daily expecta-

it. Thought about the retribution of a righ=|

rouses conscience, snd. arms. it against the| .
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{sometimes occur, thou

has vanished, and ‘al} its formerly engrossing
objects. iy
Awful Bternity ! offended queen !

And her r‘eaextiyﬁ\ent to 'mtmd how just!
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With kind intent, soliciting access,
How often has she k at human hearts,
Rich to repay their hospitality,

How often called ! and with the voice of God!

Yet bore repulse, excluded as a cheat. [there!
A dream! while foulest foes found welcome
A dream, a cheat, now all things but her smile !

N. Y. Evangelist.

The Aged Sinner.

There is nothing more grievous to a bene-
volent man, than to see an aged person totter-
ing over the grave, and yet unmindful of eter-
nity. O L he will say, it is-a dreadful sight
to see old persons making more provision ‘or
life than preparation for death! What awful
folly and madness, to ptepare for that which
they cannot enjoy, and to neglect that which
they cannot avoid. The- steel bging spent
the krife eannét. cut; the sun M
day ‘cannot tarry; and oid age being come,
life cannot long endure: It is the eleventh
heur, and almost the last minute of that hour.
' Fhe lamp is just flickering in the socket, and
there is the whole work of a lile to do, or the
soul must be undone for ever:

I once heard the following conversation be-
tween an old man and a Mr. Wilson :—** Well,
my friend,” said Mr. W.; “ you hdve a long
walk ;. pray how old are you?” Seventy-
three last birth-day.” ‘“ And are you still per-
mitted to enjoy a comfortable degree of health
agd vigor.”  ““Q, yes, as well as ever I was
in my life, as likely to live fifty years as any
body”” ‘O, my-friend, do not deceive your-
self with so very improbable an idea. It is

have alieady been permitted to advance far
beyond the ordinary boundaries of the life of

tion of death, and in constant preparation for
it. What is your hope for another world, if
to-day should finish your existence in this?"
* Time enough to think about that, sir, when
death-is a little - -nearer. - I hope I shan’t be
cut off so quickly but that I shall have time to
say, Lord have mercy upon mel”
alas! and can you venture your immortal
soul on such a vain, precarious foundation.~—
If you really think you shall need merey then,
why do yov not ery for mercy now while the
opportunjty is afforded you?’ ““ My soul
trembles to think of your awful condition.”—
* Don'’t distiirb yourself about me,” said the
insensible old man, ““you know every tub
must stand . upon ist own bottom ; and I dare
say L shall do very well at last. ' Good day to
you.sir.”” - - ‘ it e v %3]
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' drop of
water, he feels that it is just.
- Butthere will be something miore than self-
condemnation.

Memory will awaken in the' sinnier’s basom
REMORSE. 3

Remorse is the severe mental pain excited
by a sense of guilt. Literally, it' signifies a
repeated or continual gnawing. In ‘other
words, it is the eompunction ofg conscience,
when roused by the recollections of the past,

In this life the voice of conscience is so far
hushed shat cases of deep.and settled re-
morse are rare. Some, such as those to which
allusion has been made, do oecur on # dying
bed,—enough to teach us the nature of luture
misery. But though conscience is silenced.
here, in eternity she will rouse herself in all
her fearful power, and speak her own lad-’
guage. She can be silenced no longer.  She
tells the whole tale of the sinner's career of
impenitence, and every word falls like thun-
der on the ear of woe.” Opportunities ne-

ted, a Saviour slighted, and a thousand

moking and heaven-daring sins come rush-
ing upon his mémory with an overwhelming
power. How' will he accuse and reproach
himself as he gazes on the distant glories of
heaven ! Once. he too might have secured
an interest in the blood of the Lamb. Salva-
tion, full and free, was wrged upon him,—
Had he accepted, he might even now, be-
mingling his voice in those sweetest songs—
he might be bathing his spirit in the cool and
crystal waters of I'i But it is too late.—

ke,
Conviction, deep, despairing, has fastened-
upon him. ~ Like the murderer, who is con-
stantly aﬁigmg by the spectre of his bleed-
ing vietim, he starts dnd shrinks at the crea-
tures of his own imagination. Every object
he sees—every sound he hears, reminds him
of his rejection of a crucified Redeemer,—-
And then, O then, what stingings of consci-
ence! What gnawings of remorse! * A4
wounded spirit who can bear !

 Let your mncm be ﬁade- known unto Ged.

Oh! how often have you refased this advice ;
you have permitted the worm to feed upon the
bud ; perhiaps you have thought, I ¢an'do noth-
ing else. ‘The wife has said, oh! if I had a
religious husband, how would Iblend my soul
with his ; but, alas for me, he has no religious
ssmpathy ; or the husband says, oh ! if my wife
were a help meet, what solace should I have !
while the child exclaims, oh! if my parents
were but godly ! it if you have not found'
sympathy in the domestic cizcle, probably you
bave unbosomed yourself to a friend ; ‘it may

be-he was a worldly friend, and he suffered you.
to show him l!i“b'ﬁinﬁ ‘heart, and yet re-
fused 'you any sympath zing balm! = You

Mr. Wilson then turned to some young pet=
sons who happened to,be present, and char:

the thought that old a
ety with it.

A very few weeks after this, I saw the man’s
son with a crape hat-band, and learned that

ge must needs bring pi-

son to fear that he died ashe had lived, with=
out God and without hope !—Abboit. i

8¢!f-Condemuation and Remorse.

ﬁ'.uéfthyt of the sincere, penitent. J\Sit
the despairing confession and suicide of Jud
itness the death-beds of Newport and Pai
and others of likecharacter, - Such instas

liiqr While in the vigor of . health

guilt 0

Exl:qeye, 1s diseased, and cannot bear. the
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abasement, you will hear t
-gself complacency, . - -

tead of the unegaivocal
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ged us to remember our Creator in the days|deeper
of our youth, and not, deceive ourselves witt sincere,

his father was dead ; and there was every reg-|t
anxiety, and: its sorrowful forebod
whi¢h you cannot ex

: . A .. Bat, thank God
There is a self-condemnation. very different sticke

gh rarely.illa dying|"1o

bustle of employment, very few, comparati el it
8top to estimate the nature and ; t of.sin. |
Consequently they are left to the influenge. of|i
|erroneous views with regard to every thing'fea
piritual. I hey see ;ijgﬁ:;!bmm lselg

leaned oniearth, but the

_ he  spear pierced you
more and more, making

making a_deeper and 'yet
er wound. * ‘But suppose your friend "be
yeu he cannot go with ‘you far

; he may walk part of the gleomy
th, but as the clouds’ gather he leaves you.
There is a point at which all human' friend-
ships terminate; “I can go no further with
‘friend.” " There is none you_ ean get to
entér into your soul; the workings, of secret
' dings are too
you have apprehensions
' d, ** there

eth closer than a brother,” and he al
ccl:n.i.q to him when ‘

There is a wonderfu
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