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HUGH MILLER ON TIE SABBATH. 
In his ** First Impressions of England and 

its people,” Hugh Miller makes the follow- 
ing forcible remarks upon the importance of 
the Sabbath. Though written for England, 
they apply equally to us, while the: Reformers 
he describes can be found thisside of the At- 
lamtic. re . 

“ Among the existing varieties of the genus 
philanthropist,—benevolent men bent on bet- 
tering the condition of the masses,—There is a 
variety who would fain send out our working 
people to the country on Sabbaths, to become 
happy and innocent in smelling primroses, and 
stringing daisies on grass silks. An excellent 
scheme theirs, if they but knew it, for sinking a 
people into ignorance and bratality,~for fil- 
ling'a coyntry with gloomy work-houses, and 
the work-houses with unhappy paupers. ’T'is 
pity rather that the institution of the Sabbath 
in its economic bearings, should not be bet- 
ter understood by the utilitarian: The prob- 
lem which it furnishes is not particularly diffi- 
cult, if one could be made to understand, asa 
first step in the process, that itis really worth 
solving. The mere animal, that has to pass six 
days of the week in hard labour, benefits great 
ly by a seventh day of mere ammal rest and en- 
joyment. Fhe repose according to its nature, 
“proves of signal use to it, just because if is re- 
pose according to its nature. But man is nota 
mere animal, ; what is best for the ox and the 
ass, is pot best for him ; andin order to degrade 
him into a poor unintellectaal slave, over whom 
tyranny in its caprice may trample rough-shed, 
it is but necessary to tie him down, animal-like, 
during his six working days, to hard, engross- 
ing labor. and to convert the seventh into a day 
of frivolous, unthinking relaxation. History 
speaks withrmuch emphasis on the point. ‘The 
old despotic Stuarts were tolerable adepts in 
the art of king-craft, and knew well what they 
were doing, when. they backed with their au- 
thority the Book of Sports. The many un- 
thinking serfs, who early in the reign of 
Charles the First, danced on Sabbaths reund 
the Maypole, were alterwards the ready tools of 
despotism, and fought that England might be 
enslaved. The Ironsides, who inthe cause of 
civil and religious freedom, love their clown, 
were staunch Sabbatarians, 

In no history, however, is the value of the 
Sabbath more strikingly illustrated than in that 
of the Scotch peop'e during the seventeenth, 
and the larger portion of the eighteenth centu- 
ries. Religion and the Sabbath were their 
soleinstructors, and this in times so little favo- 
rable to the cultivation of the mind, so darken- 
ed by persecation and stained with blood, that, 
in at least the earlier of these centuries, we de- 
rive our knowledge of the character and 
amount of the povular intelligence, mainly 
from the death-testimonies of our humble mar- 
tyrs, here and there corroborated by the inci- 
dental evidence of writers such as Burnet.*— 
In these noble addresses from prison and scaf- 
fold,—the composition of men drafted by op- 
pression almost at random from the geaeral 
inass— we see how vigorously our Presbyterian 
people had learned to think, and how well to 
give their thinking expression. Inthe quieter 
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tines which followed the Revolution, the Scot-|done—divorce: doctrinal and ‘practical religi-{li 
tish peasantry existed as at once the most pravi- 
dent and intellectual. in’ Europe ; and a moral 
and instructed peoplepressed outward beyond 
the narrow bounds of their country, and rose(a revulsion in the soul at the statement of am 
into offices of trust and importance in all the 
nations of the world. There svere no societies 
for the diffusion of useful kn ein those 
days. But the Sabbath was kept holy: it was 
a day of which every dissipating frivolity was 
excluded by a stera sense of duty. The popu- 
lar mind, with weight imparted to it by its reli- 
gious earnestness, and direction by the pulpit 

** addresses of the day, expiated on matters of 
rave import,of which the tendeney was to con-} 

centrate and strengtheu, not scatter and weak-! 
en, the faculties ; and the secular cogitations of 
“the week came to bear in consequence, a Sab- 
bath day stamp of depth and solidity.” The 
aneday in the seven struck the tone for the 

t, afterwards the celebrated. Whig Bie 
70, to 
But_th 

ople of the country,” 

of six divines sent out by  Archbi-! 
. 1670, argue the Scotoh people i 

j to hear us, though _ 

other six. Qur modern apostles of pop! : 
struction rear up no such men among the mas- 
ses as were developed under. the Sabbatarian 
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but the loquacious gabblers of their respective 
worships—shallow superficialists, that bear P 
the surface of their minds, a thin diffusion of i 
remembered facts and crude theories; and 
scarcely do we see them rising in tae seale of 
society ; they become Socialists by hundreds, 
and Chartists by thonsands, and getno higher. 
The disseminator of mere useful knowledge 
takes aim at the popnlar ignorance ; but his in- 
ept and unscientific gunnery does not include 
in its calculations the parabolic curse of man’s 
spiritual nature ; and so, aiming direct at the 
mark, he aims too low, and the charge falls 
short. ; 

What's the Use of Doctrines? 

Perhaps one of the most ‘remarkable facts 
observable in the church on earth, is the igno- 
rance’of its members in reference to the-great 
system of revealed truth. Where one isfound 
who can give an intelligent account of the doc- 
trines. which he professes to believe, how many 
are there who are struck dumb when closely 
interrogated on this subject! One of the re- 
sults of this ignorance is a depreciation of 
those high and sublime truths which God; in 
his wisdom, has revealed. Even professed 
followers of Christ are not unfrequently heard 
to say, “ What's the-use of doctrines t= Fdis- 
like doctrinal preaching, Ft does more harm 
than good.” This language is not simply sur- 
prising ; Tt is ungracious and ungodly. ft af: 
fords sad evidence of an unenlightened ‘mind 
and an unsanctified heart. : 
What is doctrine? Is it not the exhibition 

of God’s being and attributes 7 and shoald we 
not wish to know all which it is possible to 
khow of our Creator, Sovereign, and Judge? 
Is it not the statement of our own moral rela- 
tions and destiny ? and can we safely be ig- 
norant of these? Is it not the devel nt 
of God's government of" the world? And 
should we not eagerly receive all the light on 
th s subject whieh God has vouchsafed to'eom. 
municate? Is it not the revelation of God's 
only method of mercy through the 'substita- 
tion of Jesus Christ as a Redeemer? and can 
we, with safety, neglect such knowledge *— 
On these great topics God has been pleased to 
communicate certain and definite’ knowledge, 
and not one iota of it can be disregarded with- 
out hazard to the soul. It isthe sanctified 
knowledge of what Ged has revealed that 
gives stability to our faith, intelligence to our 
hope, enlargement to our views, activity to our 
duties, and sweetness to our enjoyments.— 
Faith must necessarily fluctuate; hope waver] 
energy be paralyzed, and happiness be clond- 

of the Bible. It is greatly to this cause that 
we are to attribute the progress of danger us 
error and the meagre attainments ia piety now 
so observable. - To assert: that practicable 
godliness is possible without some adequate 
knowledge of the doctrines of the Bille, 1s to 
say far more than we are autherised to-do. 
No man has a right to do what God has not 

on. They are wedded indissolubly. “To quar- 
rel with the plain statements of G 
is to quarrel with him ;. and wherever there is 

of God's truths, it is positive evidence, so far, 
that the soul is not established in grace. : 
speak, not of unavoidable igworan=-e,. but of 

meansef information, . Such ignorance is sin; 
and if not obviated, itimay prove ruinous.— 
From. all this. we may. legitimately infer tha 
ministers of ‘the gospel are solemnly. oblig 
to indoctrinate the people of their charge by 
private instruction ang public teaching. 

'ithout this they can never hope to have grows 
ing Christians; their ‘charchescand intelli 
ag 

e mission wes by nel 

The Chotetian Visiter, 
rine] 

system in Scotland. Their aptest pupils;provefone of two things must be certain in every 

ed where there is ignorance of the dectrine| 

od’s Word; le 

that which results from wilful neglect of: the{y 

lt nay, be interred 1at no C jar who 
has. a proper regard for his soul, will, speak [j 
disparagingly oF the doctrines of the Bible, 

It may be objected, however; that a good 
hope often is enjoyed, where these doctrines 
are rejected. To this it may be replied; that 

such case. Either that hope is a false one or 
else the substance of these doctrines is held, 
although the names are rejected. For an in- 
dividual to hope that he shall be saved, or have 
any confidence of it, without the effectual 
work of the Spirit, implied in those doctrines, 
in renewing the heart, and keeping the Chris- 
tian effectually from falling away, is presump- 
tion ; for it is hoping to be saved without the 
effectual grace of God, and that is hoping to 
be saved by works, which is wholly contrary 
to the instructions of she Bible. 
The doctrines of grace all correspond to 

elch other, and if one is rejected, you may as 
well reject them all, for they must all stand or 
fall together, and assurance or even hope, that 
is well founded, cannot exist, buton the foun- 
dation of the dactrines of grace. Take away 
these doctrines of grace, and the anchor of 
hope is gone. Though you may think to sus- 
tain it, yet there is nothing left tnat is sure 
and steadfast. Yom are cast loose on a sea of 
error, and what the end will be, is all a mat. 
ter of uncertainty. Your boat may be foun- 
dered on the quicksands of a wild enthusiasm, 
or be dashed in pieces on the rocks of infidei- 
ity. Bot on the ground of the doctrines of 
grace, hope, and even assurance may be at. 
tained, which will be as an anchor of the son), 
both'sure and steadfast, enabling it to outride 
all the storms of life in safety, being assured 
of reaching the desired haven at last.— [le- 
corder. 

Pateh-Work Finished. 
“I had as lief,” says Cowper, in one of his 

beautiful letters to John Newtgn, “I had as 
lief my tailor should sew gingerbread-nnts on 
my coat instead of buttens, as thatany man 
should call my Bristol stone a diamond.” And 
yet this is just what many a false religionist is 
doing ; Just showing off Bristol stones for dia- 
mods. Some are doing this with.a positive 
consciousness of the cheat; others, like the 
conceited Pharisee, vainly puffed up by their. 
fiéshly mind, so that they themselves really 
believe in the cheat, and boast themselves. of 
it; others; with sueh a deification of natural 
amiableness in the place of true ‘piety, that 
they regard a man’s native virtues as being 
ewensbetter than grace, and prefer. natural 
Christians to new created ones, 
Cowper says of himself, in another. of his 

sweet letters, * The deceitfulness of the na- 
tural heart is inconceivable ; I know well that 
L passed upon my friends for a person at least 
religiously. inclined, if not actually religious; 
and what is more wonderful. I thought myself] 
a Christian when k had ne faith wn Christ; 
when I saw no beauty in him that I shouid de- 
sire him :-ingshort, when Ehad neither fii 

but a thousand seeds of rebellion instead, ever- 
more springing up.in enmity against him,— 

But, blessed be God, even. the God who bas|! 
me my salvation, the hail of afflicti

na and | 

any iu bis | som. Aad agam, God says, 
Lheir webs shall not becoine garments, 

neither shall they cover themselves with their 
works.'—Indepident 
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Lord, What Wilt Thou fave Me to Do? 
“ Whatsoever thy hand findeth,” of all the 

varied forms of kindness and of good. = Stand 
in yourlot dod work around you ; in yourown 
bome, in'your own neighborhood. your own 
town, County ‘or State; and if God enlarges 
the ability and opportunity, ‘“ break forth upon 
the right hand and upon the left; bac don’t 
wait for a'large ‘feld; cultivate the spot you 
have, and help yoar neighbors, 

Don’t forget: the prayer meeting and the 
Sabbath school, ‘nor *‘ to do good and com- 
municaté;”’ for ‘“ with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased.” 
Remember that to put a sound gospel tract 

into a family; is like giving them a draught of 
the water of life ; to put there an evangelical 
volume, 18 like furnishing them & * water-pot’ 
of two or three firkingy” nay, some volumes 
might rather be likenedto a reservoir ; but te 
supply them with the Bible, isto open a foun- 
tain of living waters by the very hearth-stone. 
It is like planting a perennial spring in the. 
traveller's track across the great Sahara. 
Do any-or all.of these, and. a blessing shall: 

return into your own bosom, and God shall be 
glorified in you.—~N. ¥. Observer. 

- The Young Christian Tried. - 5 

S. W. wasa youth: of nineteen, who main. 
tained a close, consistent walk with God — 
There had been no revival for years in the 
place, and the youth who would have been his 
nataral associatés, were imprudent, and in. 
their social interviews engaged in such amuse- 
ments as ‘he considered meonsistént. for a 
Christian. ‘They invited him several times to | 
their parties, but he thought it wrong to dance 
and to waste his time in similar amusements 
—he declined their-invitations. They gave 
him no eredit for his integrity, but said that 
8. W. was of a cold, unsocial temperament, 
possessing noné of the common cheerful feel- 
tngs of youth, while at the same time they 
knew, better, and in their hearts respected 
him.. [U'wo or three years rolled away, when: 
God heard the prayers of these who wept and / 
prayed over this sad declension, and most of 
these ' youth became penitent and embraced 
their Saviour. When they saw their sins, 
and, became anxious about their souls, they all 
came to 8. W, for instruction. As hiewas of 
an affable, sonial disposition, all could easily 

ach him, and bis conduct had been so. 
cousistent while others had gone astray, that - 
all had confidenge in him. His words were 
as if an aggel had spoken. He had bee pray- 
ing.and rédding his Bible while they had been 
daucing, and now, while he has been in other + 
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nor love, nor any. Christian grace rb ms rewarded, he enjoys the highest re- : 
spect.and esteem of all. — Central Watchman. 

bonpamen on 

5 Tue SinNer’s. PRaver.—~God hath put ar- - 

ebuke for si 
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cy, 10 set all my misdeeds before me. Af 
ceful serenity of soul succeeded; such as 
r attends the gift. of living faith in she all-| 

ufficient atonement, and the sweet sense of 
cy and pardon purchased by ‘the bleod of 

ai | 

Ch 

9; thus did he w 
1e whole.” : THETA 
hus is every man cured, whom God 
ind. Bul some men choose to be 
cians, apd will not submit the: 

judgment. Like our self-righ 
they first deny that there. i 
bl 

u has swept away the refuge of [B™" 
- It. pleased the Almighty, in great mer-|’ 

ngth, the storm being past, a quiet and|' 

rst. Thus did he break me and bind me| 
ougd me, and his hands made| 

ments into the:sinner’s mouth to plead with 
im for mercy. “Ho, every one that thirsteth, 

® ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, come buy 

HC Rise, sinner, lie calleth thee; oto. 
wine and milk wi 
ue » 

goest,. 

am. 1 come Liord at thy word ; I come for 

1 have brought ne price in m vy. hand, 
u hast’ bid me come oney 


