. The Methodist Movement.

The New York Christi an Advocate and
Journal publishes the proceedings of a Con-
vention of Methodist laymen, opposed to the
recent movement for lay represgntation. It
%;as held in Philadelphia on the-15th ult., in
St.. George's chur ch. The bedy numbered
290 members.
representation were invited, An address tothe
Church at large was adopted, in which the sub-
ject of the late Convention is discuseed, and the
brethren of the Church are invited to send de-
legates t6 the Convention to be held in St.
George’s church, in the city of Philadelphia,
to take sush action as shall attest their devotion
tothe Church as it is. .

None but those opposed o lay|

L4

ought to be. Therefore,
- Resolved, That this Convention do hereby
declare that in their deliberate judgment the
Constitution of the Methodist Episcopal
Church ought to be s6 amended as to admit
'the introduction of lay delegates into the Ge-
neral and Annual Conferences,” under such
restrictions as shall not conflict with the rights
of the clergy, in their appropriate ministerial
and pastoral duties and privileges, yet 5o as to
secure effectually the voice and influence of
the laity in the legislating or rule-making de-
partmeut of the Church, ,

A

Revicion 1N Jamaica.—Letters from Eng-

The Meeting whose influence the abave was
intended to counteract it will be remembered|
by,our readers was held in Phifadelphia, a
manth since, and President Allen, a layman,
of Girard College, [was called to preside. Its
proceedings were marked by a christian spirit
as will be inferred from the following abstract
which-we have not found space before to lay
before our readers, T'he honest confession of
this respectable Convention, it will be seen, is
what has been charged as the malignant slan.
der of enimies when others have alluded to this
anomaly among Protestant Churches.

In his opening speech, President Allen said :

“ We are nnt here to disturb the harmony of
the: Church, we are not here to nroduce irrita-
tion“in its members; but, nevertheless, we
must expect controversy, we must expect op-

osition, aud yet meet it with calmness and
Christian forbearanee. We must not suppose
that all the members of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church will think as we do on this import-
ant subject. We must appeal tothe judgment
of such persons.

* The object of this Convention is to change
the organic law of the Church. It is not for
me tosay what these changes will be. They
must be made by the votes of the Convention.
T"he main object of the present meeting is to
petition the General Conference to devise some
measures, by which the Larty can have a repre-
sentation in the Annual Conferences. We
have been told that the only way to adopt this
measure, is by starving out the preachers and
their families. Who would beso degraded as
to indulge such athought? who would be so
silly as to express such a sentiment? None
of my Methodist brethiren, I am sure.”

Mr. Whiteman, on behalf of the Committee
on Memorials, reported the ‘ollowing preamble
and resolutions, which they had framed—

Whereas, T'his Convention is deeply impres-
sed with the responsibility it bas assumed, but
is nevertheless confidently assured, as the re-
sult of its observation and information  from
various posts of the extended work of Metho-
dism, that the time has fully come wheun the
expediency of change inour Church Polity is
clearly indicated by the Providence which it
was always the glory of our Church, in its ear-
ly history, to watch and follow ; and whereas,
we, 4s members of that Church (eel that our
happiness and our hopes are identified with the
prosperity and effectiveness thereof in garrying
out the great object of its mission, to spread
scriptural holiness through all lands.

And whereas, we believe that the feature
in our Constitatjion whi¢h invests the Clergy
of our Church exclusively with legislative and
governmental powers and prerogatives, is by
no means essential to i{s prosperity, but coue
trariwise very detrimental, farnishing a proli-
fic cause of murmurings, contentions and dis«
affection to aur ovwn members, and g bar to
the increase which, under 6ther gircumstan-
ces, would agcrue to our Church, the thoyght-
ful and considergte in very many instances de-
glining to place their religious interests where
ey can exert no controling influence ;to sa)
pothing of the waut of resemblance to all oth-
er Protestant Charches, which, without an
exception, recognize the right of the Laity 10
participate in making and modifying the laws
by which they are governed ;-leaving the Me-
dist Episcopal, the ouly Protestant Church
in phe United States which refuses the cowope-
vation of the Laity in its legislative councils,
whereas, we verily believe, that not
tiveness .will be secured by
t, a fryitfal

Churches, stand oul

Y|of the building elevaung a black

lish Baptist missionaries represent the state, of
religion on the island as highly encouraging.
Many have been added to the churches, and
a spirit of religious inquiry is widely diffused.
Rev. Mr. Richardson, of the Aaterican Mis-
sionary Association, writes that within fouror
five months twenty-three persons had united
with.the church at Brainerd under his gare,
and that a large class of nquirers demanded
his care. Much caution was needed, as the
colored people attach a superstitious value to
membership in the church, as an almost ger-
tain meaus of salvation,  The congregations
on the Lord’s day are full and solemn, and the
Sunday school and Bible class are very ine
teresting. :

Farner Marruew’s CoMPLIMENT TQ THE
Unitep States.—Father Matthew, in reply
to an aeldress sent to him a few days ago, said ;
—Alter a residence of thirty years in Cork, |
dd not believe that I could any where fingd
more harrowing illustrations of the ruin: and
calamity which drunkenness produced, until I
had visited America!!

Trne Arr Union Insuncrion DissoLyep.
—Judge Duer delivered his opinion on Satur-
day in the case of Beunett vs. the American
Art Union, in favor of the defendant, In gi-
ving his reasons for his decision, the judge
said it is plain that the plaintiff has no title,
and it is equally plain, according to his own
showing, that the society themselves haye no
title; that the paintings and property have
been forfeited, and instead of being vested in
the Association or the subscribers, are vested
by statute in the people of the State. The
temporary injunction must be disgolved, and
the motion for a pefmanent injunction denied,
with 10 costs. ' ‘

—r———

has alfowed not only full toleration to all re
ligions, but has permitted free access by the
missionaries ta every part of the empire, whose
labors are unrestricted. On this sabject the
official proclamation says:—* 'l_'he""English
and Americans who reside in the kingdom of
Siam, are allowed to enjoy greater privileges
than formerly. They are allowed to travel
to and fro in the kingdom, wherever they
please. They are permitted to follow the dic-
tates of their own consciences .in religious
observances; to érect chapels and cemeter.
ies, according to their wishes; and in all res-
pects they are allowed unreserved freedom,
so long as they do not infringe upon the_cus-
tums and laws of the country.”

place in Hamburg—

-

Exchange at Hambuyrg, crowded with mer-

mers in the civic yniform came
their drums for_the

space of ten minutes,

workmen were seen over the principal gi
ard, on
which was painted in whitedéiters the name of
a meréhant of the city who had la”fefi

ed payment and absconded with all his assets.

only rung on such vecasions, was

penalty of disgrace, called the ** execution
a fraudulent bankrupt.” is

: g
Free ToreraTion N Stam.—The King|

The following curious ceremony lately took
At noon, on the 10th of March, just as the .

chants, presented its busiest aspect, twodrum-| ™ vin
up and rolled| “20 ™

.l<‘v" nd— (

When the name had been fairly set up, a bell|sg
called the * schand glocke,” or shame bell, | with
for

two hours from a tower of the Bourse. This|t

ordsined by a law ;

R : F i
concentrating' at Shanghai, = The  latte
near'to the heart of the country, and the great pro-
ducing and consuming districts of China. Fall
three fourths of all the American trade will be
transacted there next year.

The Chinese are going over in large numbers
to California, but nearly all of them with the in-

tention of returning as soon as they have ined
a moderate competency. They not like the
idea of being buried in a s land, They

must not be considered as emigrants, who intend
to settle and become citizens of the new world,
but merely as hired laborers and adventurers,

'The trade between China and California is be-

coming quite valuable, :
ENGLISH NEWS,
The steamship Baltic, at New -York, with Eng-
lish dates to the 24th ult., and the JAfriea, at same

port, with dates to the 27th, arrived during the
past week. '

Between nine and ten thousand engineers have
signed the employers’ declaration returned to

their work.

On the evenin%.of*the 23d, the defeat of Rosas
and the accomplished independence aof the Oriental
Republic, were the topics of an important. copyer-
sation. ~ Lord Beaumont, having given a sketch of
the history of the various republics watered by the
River Plate, from their origin -down to the regent
expulsion of Rosas, concluded by urging on the
Government to lose no time in entering in‘a nego-
tiations for establishing a free navigation along
the Plate, Pardna and Paraguay Rivers. \

Lord Malmesbury replied that as soon as he had
heard of the expulsion of Rosas, he put himself]
into communfication with the government for the
sake of receiving such negociations with the States
along the River Plate, as  would contribute to the
peace of those states and the commercial interests
of both nations. - 2

The Earl of Aberdeen having had some experi-
ence in these negociations, was anxious to testi
that nothung could exceed the good faith wi
which France, both as a monarchy and republic,
had acted towards Epgland in the affairs of the
River Plate.

In the House of Commons, on the rame evening,
inquiries were made respecting the correspondence
of the government with foreign powers, relating
to political refugees, The House was informed
that it would be presented within a day ar twe.

The Dubiin Freeman's Journal announces that
orders will soon be issued from the Colonial office
for the release of the Irish exiles, on conditiop
they do not return to the British Islands,

In consequence of the hungry stomachs of Ger-
many, the Zollverein of that country has lowered

its tariff against foreign breadstuffs"for 6 months
from the lst of March, The import duty, thus
temporarily set aside, was 7 cents a hushel op
grain, and $2.50 on the harrel of flaur.

The Grand Dukes Nicholas and Michael of Rus-
sia are staying at Vienna. To please them the
Emperor wears the Russian yniform,

r pom.is

} Letters from Paris state that in the Budget for
{1853, which will shortly be laid before the Legis-

lative corps, a reduction of the army will be pro-
posed to the extent of from 50 to 55,000 men, but
that an increase in the Gendarmiere will probably

be made to the extent of 20,000.
sing his seat

General Cavaignac ious to
in the chamber, 'ﬂcgm!o:omnlt ls La-
moriciere aud Bedeau on the subject, and applied

»
for a passport to Belgium where they reside. The
General was informed he conld have his passport,
but he .would find the frontier closed against him

on his return. He therefore declined to accept on
those terms, 3

————

ARRIVAL OF THE AMERICA.
SEVEN DAYS LATER.

The Steamer America, from Liverpool, with
dates to 3rd inst,, arrived at Halifax at Balf-past
three o’clock Yesterday morning.

Cotton in Li had declined about’ 1-8th
penny-—sales of the week 30,750 bales,

Theed market for Breadstuffs was again much de-
pressed, ' , '

Freights are rather higher, and passen y
extreme rates; in some c&el,’as' high “‘%eir: pt}‘:e
steerage, :

Exeranp.—In the Commons Mr¥ Secretary
Walpole had introduced the new Militia Bill; its
provisions aim at raising a foree 80,000 strong—
50,000 the first year by voluntary enlistment—
term of service five years—bounty £4 to £5 either
in one payinent, or by monthly instalments—time
of warning and discipliie 21 days each year, but.
gower given in case of emergency to increase it to
weeks or reduce it ta three days—estimated

yearly expense £250.000.
Lord Palmerston sa the megsure.
Lord John Russell did not oppose, but found

fault with some of its provisions.

In the House of Lords on 2d, Lord Derby inti-
mated that it was net. intended to interfere with
the Maynooth grant. . )
At the same time Mr. D'Isreeli in the Commons
in answer to Lord John Russell, stated that Par-
liament would be dissolved as soon as the neces-
sary measures for the safety and service of the
Country were passed, and
new Parliament wonld be
the present Government, ;

France.—The Freach

the current year.
Chambers were opened

Fraxce.—The new Legislaturé of France,| Sums News.—~Arrived fromSt. John, March 2,
‘made up of the creatures of Louis N:Koleon, was Mmm:t Liverpaol ; Dec. Gth, Helena, Bustin,
to assemble on the 20th ult, and the opening|at Adelaide, South Australia. Sailed for St. John,
would be celebrated with-imposing ceremonies, |29th beth, Holderness from Hull; April 1st
The regular sessions of the Senate are ta he held | Ca ; muel from Liverpool ; arri
banch ft Leginune wi et n 1 Pl Lord Asbbunct S Spobon e B aboos

e ure will mee e ‘ v a

Bourbon. Nearly all the members of the lang. 10R East, Consul, af St, John, N. B, Y
hl.:;f allg:;lty chooeﬁx;:their :1'3 n hnqltg?h princi-| '
p “ come, served. e ivisions| - THE
of right, left, centre, ‘mountain, &c., will not be u. NEWS BY. HLE ADﬂAL
pormutted ; and the little handfu) of members con.| - 'The steam bgd-”m i oyening, and
stituting the opposition, will be scattered about a;‘” - forl:e indefatigable Cot. Favor of :

wge like stray sheep, 2 W&F I"'.hﬁ&?"} A O g
- The programme of the deliberations ofthe Leg-|. . R hoe great satisfaction that
islatute is thus laid down by the Bulletin de Pards, | L4au0r Law has passed the Legislature of Massa-
and it will be seen that the members are to he|°0® m;&m w A féw -

ing i is ‘days from the

causing a great commotion both within and;
out of the Bourse. - While this was going on,
ateway|di

vantageous

/




