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THE MINISTERING ANGEL.,

'Elél;-mdkthm ut the year she come
“to my dwelling. How neat and. beawtiful her

- dress; how amiable ber character ; how quiet-
lyand kindly she comes, captivating every
heart in the family. Neot one wrong or vul-
gar word escapes her lips ; not one false or
low seutiment ; and yet she bassomething to
say to every one of 'us. - She is highly intel-
lectual anid polished ; has a warin heart ; gives
us briefly. but accurately all the passing news
and draws some elegant and polished moral
from almost éach itém. 'She is valiant for the
trath, favors every goéd effort and every be-
nevolent | , uniformly frowns on erfor
and viee, and “often speaks a good word for
the poor, the afflicied and the oppressed. To
ot she speaks of the danger of sinj and (ke
<laims'of a’holy and just God. To anather
nhe whispers'of the mercy of Chtist, and the
sweet peace and joy of heaven. Often while
she warns and encourages, our tears fall, our
_hetrts beat, and onr seuls are elevated above
the world. She sesonds’all the good efforts]
of our teachers and pustors; and eternity
_alone can tell how great an influence she is
~exerting over us'in the formation of our chs:
fracter and destiny. We welcome her coming
‘and are entertained, instructed, and profited,
by her ‘intelligent conversation upon themeés
‘past, present and future. .
Reader that ministering angel is the Reli-
gious Newspaper, whose unobtrusive mfla-
-ence upon your family and the community you
may have poorly realized and miserably sup-

Whethet for good or for bad, the rage of
the people now is.for the newspaper style of
Teaditig. Papers of some kiid the people wifl
have; and if those papers are bad, or merely
frothy, fictitious, inflammatory, guided by no
deep pervading religioas principles, they will
“vitiate the taste for reading and thinking, and
_degrade the character, like bad companions ;
-or instigate to recklessness and crime, like
presiding demans. . )
Tt will be for good if this rage is supplied
“with the right kind of papers. ~ There will be
an every family a ministering angel. -And O,
if it be an'evil one! Hence the unspeakable
Jmportance of sustaining religious papers of a
Jhigh order—hence the mighty influence which
-they should exert. But it is always a labori-

wous, often a'discouraging task for editors and|

publishers. They have on their hands id 4
great measure, the formation of the ‘character
and the consequent destiny of the future:
-heace theirsis ‘no ordinary work. It is a toil
only €ommensurate with its responsibility.
“The worthy author of “ An Earnest Ministry,”
" admits, that though at one time, the preacher
“had 'the “public mind almost to himself, now
“he Inas ‘miany competitors, and among the most
powerful is the press.

The religious newspaper must resist on the
one hand, she clamours for a light and fietiti-
ousstyle; which.might bring a readier price,
and would more easily fail in with the mere
sentimentality and false taste of fallen nature;
and on the-other, to create a high intellectual
and moral taste for reading, to give direction
and tone o the impulses and ¢apacities of the
multitude by gathering before them the events
of passing. interest,” and ‘thén  to turn those
-events so ‘as to find . aceess ‘to the judgment
-and conscience. ' To' do: all this, and" ‘much
more; perseveringly and ‘successfully, needs
‘thesyipathy and liberal éo-operation of all
rwhoate on their side'in thie greet struggle.

Then let the-philanthrapic- see and patron-
Jze the influence which fature history will
award to the religious press in the ¢ontest for

opinions and practices in this forming peried!
»of better: ”.‘Pf‘f f W "*r'
Let ministers realize their great aid insup-
planting fiction, in turning off ‘the attention
from:undue political excitementto higher and
nobler things. ingi'likea- and quiet
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How cheaply you may thus employ the m
labors and talents of some of the m
and gifted mindsin. Graining and, mould
your families and friends for.usefulness here
ahd glory bereafter | Would you encourage
editors and publishers in their important la.
bors? Would you co-operate with your
tors in the work of salvation ? . Would you de
much good in the world (o immortal seuls !
Then here is an open doot—for many a reli-

gious family is yet. wholW destitute of a reli-
gious newspaper,

FILIAL OBEDIENCE.

If -you would fit ‘'your children for heaven
—governethem in! the earthly, as they must
hereaftef be governed in the heavenly family
~—you gpust always require obedience tv your
commands.

This is of the first importance—of the first
importance in early hife. And when I see, on
every side, the woful neglect in this very par-
ticular, which prevails in families where bet-
tet things should be expected—Oh, that this
printed page might speak /—that the earpest-
Dbess of its tones might give emphasis to its
words! But alas!—it is silent: and Gad,
alone, can give it energy! ' Reader, may 1
ask you to think, and te ponder again and
again, vpon the unspeakable importance of
the first rudiment of a right education ?

Let the disposition of the ithmortal \spirit
be unruly—let its will rise and live supreme ;
and you educate it for collision with Jehavah !
Every instance of insubordination, strength-
ens that habit which uufits the soul for sub-
jection to the laws of God. With disobedi-
ence, or with the least approzimation to it,
the parent should never compremise. - *Sueh
tendencies must be overruled ; and the ehild
be made to feel, in its earliest, what it must
know, in all its future existence,—that there

bow in cheerful subjection. 'T'he parent, by
securing in-early infaney, this subjection:to
himself, is. training the child in the way: it
should go, and is thus fulfilling the ordinance
of Jehiovali o 507w 591y
O, I have often wondered, yea, and some-
times shudderec, when I' have seen the’ pa:
rent pass over the transgressions.of his child
—when I bave -heard the voice of parental
authority: answered only by a murmuring re-
lasal. {t matters not how trivial a reguisition
18, if it is but-wise and reasonable<~and such,
it should always be; for, in - this respeét, you
should govern as God gaveras, who-never re-
gards the least law -as unimportant-—swhen- it}
is once reasonably made it should never yield
before the:relugtance of the child.

¥ truly look upon that' parent-—and hew

\

bedience of a child—as I would look upon &
heathen mother, while instructing. her  off:
spring in the principles and practices of some
soul-destroying religion; for every act of dis-
obédience comprises 'the very essence of sin,
and is a new step in the-road to death. Woe
to. that parent who' beholds-his child_disobedic!

authority.  Sueh authority may be exercised

and constanty: ,
' The child should never knosw the time when
it is not to obey “immedidtely and cheerfully.
T'he begionings of evil‘are small, and the
mauifestations of disobedietice can be contral
led. 'Thas, if you will prevent the habit. it

your laws, you are recréant to'God, who ha
given it to your to train up for Him—you'are
recreant fo your own offspring, whom you age
allowing to advance, unréstrained, to eternal
ain. O that ” ints' would ever have befgre'
them the legitimate awful end of filial disobe-
dierice. ‘and they ¢ould. not 'look upon the
slightest symptoms of this hell-disease withou
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. do.not yield toyou even an outward sub’

od .whose law 8 the heart ar
y , t child.pi ts awfully
alarming . symptoms. of ~depravity
,lndt-tipoqiaﬁuh. It.he disobe eys you in a

God that, control the inner, if not those thatd
control lﬁ. outer man, - vign 5 4 Mpie !

As to the season of requiring obedience, it
is sufficient to say that is none too early te
apply God’s. rules, when. the. child .is old
enough to obey the devil’s; or in other words,
evidently knows enough, to disebey.

Parentl, bﬂ ‘d‘u‘ o"bﬂnt i' the name of
your childrén and of God—~both.of whom your|
responsibilities concern—be. adjnred, as. yuu
would avoid unfaithfulness.to the. Jatter, and|
cruelty to the former, ta establish and main-
tain parental authority. Letit be eyén and
mild—let it be constant and uncompromising,
and then you will have falfilled, in your sphere,
this deparument of your duty, and you can
leave the rest to' God'; “the child 'will pass
from ander yoar tutelage, into: the more ex-
tended spheres of its existence, with that
pliant will, and with. those 'habits of subordi-
nation which afford the best ‘promise of ' in-
grafied piety.—The Fumily Religious Insti-
tution.

TRUE. RELIGION.

Too. many mistake religion. They either
hold the reins too- tight, or not at all, In
other words, they either consider that. religi-
on demands a life of mortification ou account
of sin ; or they think of it only as a manifes-
tation of Divine love and favor which reguires
nothing further from them.than acceptance
and abstinence from gross violations of the
moral law of God. The latter_ view. is very

common. among the young, but it is at}e_r);
vine

irreconclable with the oracles of
trath. ‘ o ‘

Religion does, beyond dispute, require
much thoughtfulness, much watchfulpess,
much sorrow. - There can be no forgiveness
of sin to-the fan who has not repented of it ;
and no-man has repented. of sin, who has not
repeatedly mourned over it with godly, sorzow.
in secret before God. Ay
The evil of sin. is ver
mendous a sacrifice would no
cessary to atofle for it. It is because .men’s
eyes are blinded, to fact, be¢ause they
not believe that.théfr danger. is, so immi
as- it really. is, that so. | lf:i'l
wanifested by ther, ‘They must. foel 4
loprosy, ox they wil o seek the. Physician

and pply the “balm of. Gilead. {?ﬁ oy
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realize their condition in_the sig
“wretched and miserable, and-poar
and maked,” or 1 e i :

. that thou mayest. be,
clothed, and that the shame of i1y nakedaess
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(and, alas! the Christian 100 ofien> fulls), do-
We alermards in-secret monra, over.our way -
wardness; and'earnestly- pray. that our ingon--

sistencies. may not be stumbling-bloeks 1o
those lrouma?' Is our “eonn;‘;ru&ion, in.
m”n’\;.”-_.m; is, are' heavenly, spiritnal
shings:the topies.to which we revert with the-
most interest .. What self-denial,.real practi-
cal.sell-denial, are we. exercising;. in- order to-
aid the canse of missions,?, In what luxuries
are we indulging, which,.if given up, would.

enable us. to enlarge oury benevolence 7. Are:

we waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus.
Christ, living  for- eternity, looking, for the-
crowm of life ? i

If, to questions of this beart-searching cha-
racter, we are able to answer, with- trembling,
in the ,words of St. Peter, * Lord, Thou.
konowest all things ; thou knowest that we jove-
Bhee,” then, on the authority of God’siown
Word,. we: may: conclude that we are new
creatures, fellow-workers:with God, inheritors
of the kingdom of hearen. We shall have
the Spirit of God)bearing witness ‘with our
spirits that we are the sons.of God,.that we
possess true religion, and may, therefore, with
confidence, ‘“look upy for our redemption.
draweth nigh.” -

.. THESANCTITY OF DUTY.

It is-to be feared that thousands even of in-
telligent persons, and persens who are suppo--
sed to be religious beings, have no conception:
of the greatness of the idea of duty, ‘of moral.
accountableness, of the meaning of the word
ought; but it is certain that nothing is done-
well: until it-is done from the sense of a con-
trolling principle of inherent and essential
righteousness.  Duty is the-child of love, and:
therefore- there-is power.in.all its teachings
and* commands. ' What can' go-on well ‘with-
out this? Will our intellectnal progress: be
considerable . Shall wefeel fresh incentives:
insevery page ant every study 1 - T lie- obtain-
ing knowledge:-is not always enchantment,—
does not: always seem. the reading of a fairy.
tale ;. and: when the road io--rugggd, and-the
way long and weary, when : the  head aches;
and the‘pulse is 'languidy what will' then sus-
taimuthe spirit® what then will animate in the
pussuit 1—Duty and love~~love to knowledge,
and the-sense  of: high principle ;-of the imper--
ative importance of seizing upou-every method:
and . agency by: whicl the: ‘faculties of the
spint may so expand as-to.make it more wor-:
thy of its ofigin and destiny ; and actions and

examined:beneath the light of a conception:
ent1n the-.
ntel and moral economy of our nature; that

Q!ﬂ  what:is performed as-a duty, may; by frequent.

repetition, become a habit.. Al the wctions-
‘ourilives become easy by repetition.
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