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THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

S

CERCVLAR LETTER,
To the Churches comprising the Eastern
New Brunswick Baptist Association.

Dear Breraren,—Through the goodness
and mercy of our God manifested towards us,
we are again privileged with meeting accord-
ing to appointment in our Annuval A’ssoclat"ion.
. We trust that God will manifest his Fraclous
presence, and send us a time of refreshing.
Some of our Churches are without Pastors,
and are wholly destitute of the Gospel, and
probably the most of them have to complain
of the want of more zeal and devotedness in
the things of rejjgion. We fear but very few
within the bounds of our Eastern Association
daring the past year have professed their faith
in Christ, and become his devoted followers.
Yet, on the other hand, some things afford
ground for emcouragement. Many of our
congregations are large and attentive, and a
desire after the word of life is, we think, upon
the increase, and some precious souls have
been buried with Christ by Baptism. In se-
lecting a subject for your consideration, we
have thought it best in the present letter to

oiat out some of the causes of declension in
religion, of which many complain, and the
means of their removal. The first thing that
we shall refer to, is the want of a greater re-
gard for the Word of God. It has been the
good pleasure of God ‘‘to magnify his word
above all his name,” and if we become con-
¢ineed of its importance we shall magnify it
too. It is by an experimental knowledge of
the truth that we are delivered from the sla-
very of sin, and made meet to become the par-
takers of the heavenly inheritance. The
Psalmist manifested a great love for the Word
of God in the 119th Psalm. “ Oh that my
ways were directed to keep thy statutes!—
Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? by taking heed thereto according to thy
Word. Open thou mine eyes that I may be-
hold wondrous things out of thy law. 1 will
run in the ways of thy commandments when
thou shalt enlarge my heart. Make me to go
in the path of thy commandments; fortherein
do ¥ delight.  Horror hath taken hold upon
me becanse of the wicked that forsake thy
law. O how love I thy law, it is my medita-
tion all the day. Through thy precepts 1 get
understanding ; therefore I hate every false
way. Rivers of water ran down mine eyes
beecause they keep not thy law. Thy word is
very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.
Great peace have they which love thy law : and
nothing shall offend them.””

If we enquire into the cause of the great
anti-Christian apostacy which has extended
its sahallowed influence over many parts of
our world. The principal reason appears to
be the rejection of the Word of God. Dur-
ing the wicked reign of Manassab, the book
of the law of the Lord was lost, and lost in
the temple itself, and then idolatry prevailed
to an alarming extent. When Josiah came
to the throne he anxiously desired to restore
the true worship of God. The lost book of
tbe law was found, and the King sent mes-
sengers to enqure of Huldah the prophetess
‘“ who dwelt in the college” concerning the
fate of the nation. In the days Kzra and Ne-
hemiah, a glorious revival of religion extended
its influence among the Jews through their in-|
strumentality. Ezraand his companions stood
upon a ‘“pulpit of wood,” read the law and
explained the meaning to all the people, and
they wwept bitterly, and entered into a cove-
nant with their God. .When the blessed Sa-
vieur came into the world religion was reduc-

he that believeth in Jesus hath his heart en-
larged and runs with delight in the ways of
his commandment.” The true believer is
anxious to know how high a degree of spiri-
tuality is attainable in the present life. ‘“He
adds to his faith virtue, and to virtue know-
ledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to
temperance patience, and to patience godli-
ness, and to godliness brotherly kindness, and
to brotherly kindness charity. But he that
lacketh these things is blind and cannot see
afar off and hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins.” When a mere formalist
has once established his religious character,
he will commonly sit down contented, think-
ing that his work is done, but the child of
God will be desirous ‘ to bring forth fruit to
old age ;" to be fat and flourishing and to go
on in the strength of the Lord and praise him
more and more. The Christian’s gracious
dispositions are increased and strengthened
by exercise. The more he abounds in the
love of God and holiness, the stronger will his
desires become after greater spiritual bles-
sings. He will be constantly ‘ pressing to-
wards the mark for the prize of the high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus,” It has been
said with propriety that * a little religion will
make a man miserable, but much will make
him happy.” It is by following the Lord ful-
ly that we shall enjoy peace and comfort in
our own minds. The Christian is not only to
be born, but he is to grow. The New Tes-
tament every where represents the Christian
life by things denoting growth and advance-
ment. ‘‘ The path of the just is as the shin-
ing light which shineth more and more unto
the perfect day.” There is first, the babe,
then the young man, then the father in Christ.
When a kernel of wheat is deposited in the
earth, through the process of vegetation, there
appears the blade, then the ear, then the full
corn in the ear; and so in the spiritual lifg_in
the true believer. *‘ He that does the will of
God shall know of the doctrine, and behold-
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord is
changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord.”

Another cause of declension, is, the neg-
lect of secret prayer. Qur Saviour has en-
joined upon us this duty, ‘ Enter into thy
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray
to thy Father which is in secret, and thy Fa-
ther which seeth in secret shall reward thee
openly.”” How distinct is this command.
And yet it is to be feared, that by many pro-
fessed Christians. it is more neglected than al-
most any other. The blessed Saviour retired"
into the wilderpess to pray, and how ifiterest-
ing was the scene exhibited on one occasion,
when, ‘ as he prayed, the fashion of his coun-
tenance was altered and his raiment was white
and, glistening.”” We have many instances ih
which he praved with his disciples, but every
day he I8ft the crowds by which he was sur-|
rounded, and went alone to hold communion
with God. Is it not important that a duty
should be fulfilled which is enforced by the
Saviour’s command, and exhibited by his ex-
ample? The example of pious men shows
the importance of prayer. Daniel three times
a day retired to his chamber for prayer, and
Paul was probably engaged in prayer when
he was ** caught up to the third heaven and
heard unspeakable words which it is not law-
ful or possible for man to utter.,” - How many
cold hearted professors there are who are lan-
guid and spititiess, whose lives are passing
unprofitably away because they do not
strengthen their faith and animate their zeal

Anotlier cause of declension we apprebend,
is too great a love for the world. A few
years ago there was a great pressure in the
mercantile world. In this Province the crops
almost wholly failed ; business too was in a
great degree suspended, and the peo-
ple found much difficulty in procuring the
comforts of life, The hard times have passed
away, and prosperity has again returned, and
a great desire is manifested by many of the
professed followers of the Saviour after world-
ly riches, The sad effects, as respect the
want of great spirituality of mind, are mani-
fest. How true is the saying of Scripture,
“If any man love the world the love of the
Father is not in him,” and the fearful lan.
guage of Paul “ They that will ‘be rich fall
into temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and hurtful lusts which drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love ol
money is the root of all evil, which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith
and pierced themselves through with many
sarrows.” And the language of the Saviour,
“ Verily I say unto you that a rich man shall
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. It
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of
a needle than for a rich man (o enter into the
kingdom of God.” As a certain writer re-
marks, ‘“ We have known professors of reli-
gion the better for adversity, and if any are
the better for prosperity is it not regarded as
a prodigy of grace? On the contrary, how
many have we known whose piety has declin-
ed as their wealth increased; and even where
religion has not totally disappeared amidst ac-
cumulating opulence, it has retained only the
form or shadow of what it once was.”” No
man thinks the worse of religion for what he
cees in the openly profane, but it is different
with respect to religious professors. If he
that professes to be a follower of Christ de-
parteth not from iniquity, the Saviour is dis-
honored by his conduct. The Church of the
Laodiceans was not aware of its condition,
but imagined that all was going on in prospe-
rous state, while it was *‘ wretched and mi-
serable, and poor and blind, and naked.” |
counsel the, says the Saviour, ‘‘ to buy of me
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich,
and white raiment that thou mayest be ¢cloth-
ed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do
not appear, and annoint thine eyes with eye
salve that thou mayest see.”

|~ Fuller, in his little work called the back-
slider, makes the following remarks—* [t has
long appeared to me that this species of co-
vetousness will in all probility prove the eter-

fessing people, than aimost any other sin ; and
this because it is almost the sin which may
be induiged, and a profession of religion at
the same time supported. If a man be a
drunkard, a fornicator, an adulterer, or a liar
—if he rob his neighbor, oppress the poor, or
deal unjustly—he must give up his preten-
sions to religion; or if not, his religious con-
nections, if they are worthy of being so de-
nominated, will give him up; but he may
‘love the world and the things of the world,
and at the same time retain his character.
the depravity of the human heart be not sub-
dued by the grace of God, it will operate.
a dam be placed across some of its ordinary
channels, it will flow with greater depth and
rapidity in those which remain. It is thus,
perhaps, that avarice is most prevalent in old
age, when the power,of pursuing other vices
have in a great measure subsided. And thus
it is with reli professors whose hearts are

ious
ed to a very low state, and the principal cause|by the devotions of the closet. The neglectfuot right wi%h God.  They cannot mingle

po doubt was that the Pharisees by their tra-
ditions had “ made void the law of God.”
The glorions reformation which then followed
by the preaching of John the Baptist, Christ
and his Apostles, was by means of their mak-
mg koown the true knowledge of God as re-
vealed in the Scriptures.: From a considera-
tion of these things how importaat that we
should search the Scriptures, inasmuch as
.All Scripture is given by imnspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrime,: for reproof, for
carrection, for instruction in wighteousness,
that the man of Gad may be perfect, thorough-
ly furnished unto all good works.”
-Another cause of declension is, we appre-

hended; resting satisfied with present attain-;

nients, 'without advancing

Some peoplé seem to us to be satiefied with

about as mueh religion as will: be shoaght
cegeary to constitute them childrew of
and as will just suffice
ven without aiming at growthin grace or
1hess. As n certaily writer remarks, *‘ a

insulated services susy satisfy a formalist, but]of:

of prayer is often the cause of numerous
doubts and fears, and of that utter prostration
of religious feeling \Tieb makes so many-a
burden to the Church. Prayer affords the
most direct intercourse the soul can have with
God, and there is no exercise in which the
child of God can engage, ‘which has. so.pow-
erful an inflaence in promoting spirituality of
mind. Communion with God seems to in-
troduce us into his immediate presence, and

freely with the profane, nor indulge in gross
immoralities ; but they can love the world su-
premely to the neglect of Giod, and be scarce-
ly amenable to haman judgment.” Tbéoe we
think, Brethren, are some of tbeqaxx,!e”a;wbich
have produced those declensions which we la-
ment. Butdo we indeed lament them ?
we do, we shalbbe anxious.to, inquire what
course shall we-adopt for their removal... Oge
means of the rmvfl-@,(,m cauges is to at-

nal overthrow of more characters among pro-

If
If

If

acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast
transgressed against the Lord thy God, and
hast scattered'thy ways to the stranger under
every green tree; and ye have not obeyed m
voice, saith the Lord. “Turn, O backsﬁfﬁhg
children, saith the Liord ¥ for T ‘am married
unta you, and I will bring you to Zion.”

Another means we apprehend is t
ing out a wise and healthy discipli)
and numerous evils have resulted
rity of communion. Every Church was in-
tended by Christ to bé a light in the world,
He commands his people to be holy, and says
that without holiriess no man shall see the Logd.
Peter represents the people of God as * living:
stones built up a spiritaal house, an holj
priesthood to offer up apiritual sacrifice ac-
ceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” . Paul re-
presents them as '‘ beloved of God called to
be saints,” or holy persons. To receive or
retain unholy persons as members of our
Chaurches isa fearful corruption of the Church
of Christ. How severely did Paul rebuke
the Charch in Corinth for retaining a corrupt
member, and how peremptorily did he com-’
mand that Church, “ To deliver such an one
anto Batan, for the destruction of the flesh,
that the spirit might be saved in the day of the
Lord Jesus”” To retain persons as members
of the Church, whose lives are inconsistent
with their profession, is a most fearful coani-
vance at sin, and yet how unwilling are many
te have such transgressors ex¢luded. But the-
peace and safety of the Church require it, and
it must be done. How many are there in
connection with oar Churches who give but
little evidence of possessing vital piety. =~ What
numbers are there who frequently neglect the
regular meeting of the Church, and how litile
anxiety do they feel for the advancement of
the Redeemer’s kingdom.

Another means, we apprebend, is the calti-
vating a spirit of benevolence. - The scripture
plan is given by Paul, 1 Cor. xvi.; 2, ¢ Upon
the first day of the week let every one of you
lay by him in store as God. hath prospered
him.” Nothing good or great can be effected
without system. Men in business are convin-
ced of the importance of method. And if the
disciples of Jesus would render their liberality
efficient, they must adopt a system for that
also. If we desire to be charitable, let us
anxiously inquire—Lord what wilt.thou have
us to do. “ He that soweth bountifully, shall
reap also bouutifully.” ‘' Give alms of such
things as ye have, and behold all things are
clean unto you.” = Paul refers to, the 'saying:
of our Blessed Saviour, ‘‘ How he said. It
is more blessed to- give than to receiye.”
Would you desire to have your wealth. m-
crease ? * Honor the Lord with thy substance,
so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, qmi
thy presses shall burst out with new, u;a';';p.?'
““T'he liberal soul shall be made fat, . and he
that watereth shall be watered also himself,”"
The love of Jesus is the great argumeant for;
liberality. ~Let this mind be in you -whigh
was also in Christ Jesus. It ought to be our.
anxious desire to inquire how much we owe
to our Lord? “ Db we ever attempt to reckon
op the vast amount? Let us seek to-become
acquainted with our ébligations to God al the.
foot of the Cross.’ 'Here we shau‘bécomin
some measure acquainted with the claims Lhe
Saviour has upon'us. ' And by 'éoht‘empiati’qg‘
the greatness of ‘that Jove ‘whérewithi he has
loved us, we shall be indaced to'love our fel-
fow-men, and by every meats ‘in our power,
shall we be desirous to exterid”the’ glorious
(Gospel of Christ. " If' we' aré’fn" gtﬂ‘ 1
(hamble followers of Jésus, ﬂ‘mrl. 9
that *“ we arenot our own birt Bought s
price.”- Therefore 'we shall e’ desitous (o
glorify the 'Saviour, b t_hﬂixtihéé’f our
substance for the advandefient bf his kingdom
in the world.” ‘Phe'causé’ of God callﬁ%hﬂli
forit: - A humber of Agents haye gone Yorth
thzoughout ﬂgo‘b&ﬂﬁoe: to presént-¢lainis of
vast importande’ “The' éndowment scheme T
consider as"not'second 10 apy one of them. -
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this. which- givesthat** closer walk with'God"|things which remain that are ready to die; for|aged" Patheérs 'ity'the- #iih Yanifesied so
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