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THE EXPECTED COMET OF 1856.
From an article published by an eminent
-astronomer, M. Babinet, member of I’Acada-
mie des Sciences, the French journals give
us some interestinﬁe{aﬂs relative to a Comet,
which in all probability will appear some-
where about the year 1856. This is one of
the largest comets described by European or
Chinese observers. Js. periodical, course is
about three hundred years. . It was seen in
the years 104, 392, 683, 975, again in 1264,
and the last time in 1556~<alivays described
as shiming with an extraordinary’ brilliancy.
Astronomers had agreed in-affmouncing its re-
turn 1848; but it has hitherto failed to ap-
pear, and according to the quaint expression
of M. Babinet, up to this moment is living on
its brilliant reputation ] All the Observato-
ries were at first in despaw regarding the fate
of this beautiful star, and Sir John Herschell
himeelf had put crape apon His telescops,
when a wise calculator of Middlebourg, M.
Bomme, had the good fortune to reassure the
learned world that it was not Jost to us, as had
been feared, but only retarded in its motion.
“Anxious as all others ‘had been at the non-ar-
rival of this rare #wd rerowned visitor, M.
Bomme, aided by the preparatory labors of
M. Hind, with a patience and devotedness
truly German, went over the calculations, and
made a new estimate of the separate and com-
binéd action of 4}l the planets upon this comet
of three hundred years. ' T'he result of this
severe labor gives its arrival in August, 1858,
with an uncertainty of two years, more or less
—s0 that between 1856 and 1860 we may
hope to see that greatluminary which in 1556
caused Charles 3th to abdicate. Already de-
jected by reverses, the result of the siege of
etz—the defeat of Renty—the humiliations
of the treaty of Passaw—the combination of
all these calamities drew from that monarch
the despairing cry, ‘ fortupe abandons the
old!” The sppearance of the flaming me-
teor just at that time seemed, to his supersti-
tious seuse, a direct message from Heaven.
Not that he thought it was directed towards
him as a mad so much as to his station as a
sovereign, and he abdicated the throne to save
hislife. It is wellknown how short a time
he survived in his monastic retiracy. Per-
haps he might have lived longer bad his su-
perstition taken that better turn by which in
retaining power, he had directed his ambition
towards a more noble end. We know of no
better use for comets than to point such a mo-~
ral; and even theologians seldom find a higher
interpretation of the celestial phenomena.—
Boston Transcript.
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THE PIRST ROBIN OF SPRING.
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1 am Robin the First of the kingdom of song,

And my throne is the bough of the old
cherry tree, "

The zephyrs of spring bear my mandates
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1) Esiugite ;ho. world my melodious strain,
And the heart that is sad the earth’s discords
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" May turn, with my notes, back to Eden
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"I i Robin'thie First of the kingdom of song,
Pl yn‘qptra the power of melody sweet,
The  summer’s _ﬁd\ months my rule shall

: trophies be laid at my feet.
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known as friends to ‘‘ new things,” and are
opposed to this ‘ old fogyism,” many of them

farming with. This arises more from a care-
less indifference and a want of knowledge of]
what good tools are worth over poor, inferior
ones, than it does from other causes. I say
now what [ have often said before, that 1 have
seen more ‘‘slack farming” in ‘the Jast ten
years directly from this'cause alone than from
all other causes put together. Poor tools
and indifferent implements beget careless
habits in farmers, whereas improved farming
implements give new life, energy and activi-
ty, and enable the farmer to go on and strive
to do his work in the best manner. There is
a class of farmers, when they find out’the real
difference between good tools and bad ones,
will immediately lay aside the old ones, and
take the new ones. 'I'here is still another

the importance of having good tools, because
they have seen the good effects of them in
their meighbor’s fields.  And yet they go on,
from y®ar to year, using the same tools, and
why, simply because they love their money
better than they do good tools. So the con-
sequence is, they keep their money, or spend
it for something else, and let the tools go.

For the last six or eight years I have used
two of Prouty’s plows, the old Sod C pattern,
and No. 54, self-sharpening. Both of these
plows do good work, as well as many of their
new patterns, which they now make. Rug-
gles, Nourse, Mason & Co. also make a va-
tiety of good plows of different patterns,
which are in extensive use, some of which are
hard to beat. There are also many other
good plow-makers in the country. What the
farmers want is to get a good piow or plows
of some kind that will do good work. The
“ subsoil plow” is another implement which
should be used much more than it is by farm-
ers, All soils, in the course of a six years’
cultivation, will be more or less benefitted by
subsoiling.

The best harrow that I have ever used is
‘“ Geddes’ Hinge Harrow,” with thirty teeth.
This harrow works well, cuts the ground up
fine, and as it is made in the triangle form, it
works much easier than the square harrow
with the same number of teeth, and it is not
as liable to clog up. A single yoke of cattle
can draw the harrow on any soil with ease, as
it does not lug like the old catch harrows.-

The “horse rake” is another important
farm implement, and one of the greatest labor-
saving machines in use on the farm. It is as-
tonishing now to see how many farmers still
rake hay by hand, preferring, as it would
seem, to pay a dollar or more a day for hand
raker, in preference to seven or eight dollars
for a horse rake, which will pay for itself twice
over in one season to any farmer who has got
twentyfive or thirty tons of hay to get. In
all smooth meadows, and those with but few
stones, we prefer the * revolving rake,” asit
rakes easier, and rakes the hay cleaner from
dirt and leaves than the spring-touth rake.—
Anotber good implement is the large glean-
ing rake, with thirty teeth, This rake is
made on purpose to rake after the cart; as it
is made light and stiff, one hand can do more
work, and easier, than two or even three
bands ia a windy time, with only the common
hand rake. :

In this manner I might go on, naming the
different varieties of improved farming imple-
ments which are in use by many farmers. But
it is not necessary to name them separately,
as all thorough farmers will be ready to adopt
them when wanted. 1 might name the *“ corn
sheller” as a great saving of labor; all farm-
ers raise more or less corn, and to shell out a
bushel in four or five minutes, is a saving of
time. The one I have used for six or seven
years' is ““ Burall’s Iron Sheller;” this ma-
chine separates the corn from the cobs, letting
the carn into the half-bushel, while the cobs
are pushed out of a hole inthe side. How
any farmer, alter using one of these shellers
for an hour or two, can go back and set down
on a skovel, or astride of an old frying-pan
handle, to shell corn, is more than I can
imagine, . And yet there are many farmers to
dge who go on ia this way now,
and probably will for .a long time to come.
That they have not much idea of improvement

are sadly in want of good tools to carry on|

class of farmers who are well convinced oﬂ

we then shall ‘'see something worthy of their
name and station. Yours, &c.,
L. Duranp.

Derby, Conn., April 19, 1853,

Importance of Educaling the Farmer.
It is calculated that the division of the oc-

cupations of men in the United States is nearly
in the following proportions : —

Number engaged in Internal Naviga-

tion, 33,076
s “ Ocean, 56,021
b ‘“ the learned profession, 65,255
“ “ Commerce, 119,607
. * Manufactures, 791,749
“ “ Agriculture. 3,719,951

Thus it will be seen that those who are en-
gaged in agricultare, are three and a half
times greater in number than those in all the
other divisions. The agriculturists conse-
quently have the physical and numerical power
aud canat any time control every government
in the United States, and give tone to public
opinion. But do they? No, indeed; for
however powerfal they may be in number,
they are weak in influence, and this arises
from want of proper education. The sixty-
five thousand, two hundred and fifty-five, en-
gaged in the learned professions, are intellec-
tually stronger than the three millions, seven
hundred and nineteen thousand, nine hun-
dred and fifty-one, engaged in agriculture,
and therefore rule them. If it were not so,
seven-eights Jf the offices in the country
would not be held by lawyers and doctors;
nor would all the colleges and high schools be
endowed principally for the bemefit of the
learned professions.

Farmers, when will you arouse yourselves
to the dignity and importance of your calling/
and educate yoyrselves to that height of intel-
ligence which will make you the rulers in-
stead of the ruled of the other professions?
There is surely nothing to prevent this if you
will only be true to yourselves. Look at the
millions annually thtown away upon the hor-
rid barbarities of war, or the preparations for
it, and the honors that are awarded to those
engaged in-shedding a brother’s blood, and
compare these with the pitiful and downright
contemptible sums which are grudgingly dol-
ed out for your benefit. Every occupation in
the country seems to be bountifully provided
for, save that of the farmer, and surely no one
is g0 blame for this but yovrselves ; for if you
choose, you need only to speak to your ser-
vants, your rulers, and a reform might be had
at once. Pcnder these things well, then, and
in the Legislaturs assembled this winter, speak
out and demand equal benefits with the most
favored of the other professions.—American
Agriculturist.

Farmers’ Wives.

We gladly give room to the following ex-
tract, and doubt not but that the sentiments
therein expressed will agree with those of our
readers generally :—

The farmers of this country occupy a po-
sition of honor and usefulness. They are the
source of a mation’s wealth and prosperity,
and by their vote and -influence can, at any
moment, decide its destiny. Farmers’ wives
occupy a position of corresponding import-
ance in our own country’s history ; they are
and have been the mothers of the men whom!
our nation delights to honor, whose voice of
wisdom and warning is heard in our nation’s
councils. Lebanon shora of its stately ce-
dars, would be her sad emblem, were our land
bereaved of our patriotic and heroic men
whase early youth was associated with rural
scenes, with woods and streams, and the bird
voices that fill the air with melody. But the
sweet voice that stilled the cry of infancy, the
kind hand that led them to the altar of prayer ;
the counsels that conducted them in the paths
of wisdom, the influeace that developed their
moral nature—those were the pledges and
presages of their future greatness. The
wives of our farmers, whose thrift and indus-
try have secured for their husbands a compe-

nstructive warning. There may have becn
no failure in accemulating wealth, none in
making home beautiful and tasteful to the eyc
but the failure has been where it is most fata’

\n training the heart and directing the foot-
steps of childhood.  There may have beer
lavish expenditure to gratify fashion and per-
verted taste, but little care to develope the 11:-
tellect and train the heart. There may have
been great expense to teach children to sy

to play and dance well, but none to make
them useful, virtuous and happy. Hence the
failure, and the need of warning. There is «
tendency in these days of wealth and laxur:

among our farmers, (o imitate the ostentation
of fashionable city life. We wage no war
against refinement. We are not averse to the
elegancies of life; but to train up our daugh-
ters only to shine in the parlor, to play the
guitar and speak correctly the French accent.
and our sons te despise the honest toil of the
husbandman, to feel that shey must aspire 1o
a profession, if they would become men ; thi:
is a sin not to pass unrebuked. - Our fathers.
who laid the foundation of our nation’s great-
ness, were the humble tillers of the soil ; and
many who have plowed the field and sowed
the seed, have risen to guide “the affairs of
state, to hold convers with the muse, or to
sweep with a Milton’s hand the harp strings.
Oar mothers, whose names and heroic deeds
are immortal, cultivated the domestie virtues,
plied the loom. and the needle, and made the
garments of the men whose names are asso-
ciated with the heroism of the past. We must
look still to’ farmers’ wives, who are blessed
with children, for the men of strong frames,
of iron nerves and heroic hearts, to accom-
plish our nation’s destiny. Let them not be
recreant to their high trust. If they fall, to
whom shall we look for the men, and the wo-
men, that shall be worthy to steady the ark
of God, and train the coming generation for
usefulness in the blessedness in heaven. >
Anonymous.

The good effects of Gardening.

“ Gardening is a civilizing and improeviug
occupation in itself; its influences are all be-
neficial ; it usually makes people more indus-
trious, and more amiable. Persuade a carciess,
indolent man to take an ioterest in his gar-
den, and his reformation has begun. Let an
idle woman honestly watch over her own
flower-beds, and she will naturally become
more active. . There is always work to be
done in a garden, some little job to be added
to yesterday’s task without which it is incou-
plete; books may be closed with a mark where
one left off, needlework may be thrown aside
and resumed again ; asketch may be left half
finished, a piece of music half practiced : even
attention to household matters may relax in
some measure Yor a while; bat regularity and
method are constantly required, are absolute-
ly indispensable, to the well-being of a gar-
den. 'The occupation itself is so engaging,
that one commences readily, and the interest
increases so naturally, that no great share of
perseverance is needed to continue the em-
ployment, and thus labor becomes a pleasure,
and the dangerous habit of idleness is checked.
Of all faults of character, there is not one,
perheps, depending so entirely upon habit as
indolence ; and nowhere can one learn a Jes-
son of order and diligence more prettily and
more pleasantly than from a flower-garden.

‘ But another common instance of the good
effect of gardening may be mentioned : —it
naturally inclines one 10 be open-handed. The
bountiful returns which are bestowed, year
after year, upon our feeble labors, shame us
into liberality. Among all the misers who
have lived on earth, probably few have been
gardeners. Some cross-grained churl may set
out, perhaps, with a determination to be nig-
gardly with the fruits and flowers of his por-
tion ; but gradually his feelings “soften, his
views change, and before he has houséd the
fruits of many summers, he sees that these
good things are but the free gifts of Provi-
dence to himself, and he learns at last that it
is a pleasure, as well as a daty, to give. 1'li:s

tency, whose intelligence is thé light of the
social circle, and whose piety 1s the guardian
of domestic peace, are emphatically * the
mothers of our men.” A failure in the coun-
try-—with all the opportunities of success,
away from all the moral contaminations of a

is trae; ‘what'they ‘may come to hereafter, |
cannot say, Bu thing is certain, that i
3 )provement at all, they
 periods in their lives.—
When farmers learn to make use of all the
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i T

ty, and all that is bountiful and beautiful in

crowded city, amid the free refreshing winds,
ameog all that is pure and poetic in natare,
amid all that is suggestive of truth and beau-

agricultural pursuits and success—rightly to

means in their reach for. farm improvements,

train up childrea, should awaken the voice of

head of cabbage shall be sent to a poor neigh-
bor ; that basket of refreshing fruit is resetved
for the sick ; he has pretty nasegays for his
female friends : he has apples or peaches for

little people ; nay, perhaps in the course of
years he at length achieyes the highest act of
generosity—he bestows on some friendly rival
a portion of his rarest seed, 3 shoof, frond his
most precious root ! Such deeds are done by

_gardeners."——ﬂiss Cooper’s ** Rural Hours.”



