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THE SCRIPTURES A GUIDE. 

What is the world 7—a wildering maze, 

Where sin hath track’d ten thousand ways, 

Her vietims to ensnare ; 

All broad, and winding, and aslope, 

All tempting with perfidious hope, 
All ending in despair. 

Millions of pilgrims throng these roads, 

Bearing their baubles or their loads 
Down to eternal night: 

‘One humble path, that never bends, 

Narrow, and rough, and steep, ascends 

From darkness into light. 

Is there a Guide to show that path ? 
The Bible !'—He alone who hath 

The Bible, need not stray ; 
Yet he who hath, and will net give 

That heavenly Guide to all that live, 

Himself shall lose the way. 
MoNTGOMERY. 

us no directions for civilizing the heathen, 
and then christianizing them. We are not 

commanded to teach schools in order to un- 
dermine paganism, and then, on its ruins, to 
build up Christianity. If this is our duty, the 

command must be found in another gospel; 

it is not found in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
We are, at once and always, to set before all 

men their sin and danger, and point them to 
‘the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin 
of the world.” And here I would ask, are 
we not liable to err in these respects? For 
instance, when we profess to preach the gos- 
pel, is it right to take as a text the words of 
inspiration, and then discourse on something 
which inspiration never taught? It is not 
enough that what we say is true; so is geo- 

metry, or chemistry, or metaphysics; but is 
it the truth which Christ came from heaven 
to reveal 7 Again, is not our object frequent- 
ly far too low in preaching? Do we not 
sometimes preach with the direct design me- 
rely of creating in men a respect for religion ; 
and of inducing them to aid us in promoting 
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the objects of religious benevolence, instead 
of striving to make them, by means of this 

A Discourse delivered in Rochester, N. Y., before| VeTy sermon, new creatures in Christ Jesus? 

the Nex York Baptist Union for Ministerial 
Education, July 12, 1853. 

{Do we not labor, as it is called, to build up a 
good society; that is, to collect around us the 
rich and the well-conditioned, instead of la- 

BY FRANCIS WAYLAND, PRESIDENT OF BROWN boring to save their souls from perdition?— 
UNIVERSITY. 

Mark xvi: 15, Go ye into all the world and 
reach the Gospel to every creature. 

[toNTINUED.] 

The Almighty God sends us to make known 
his offer of salvation to sinful men; and we, 
instead of delivering his message, content our- 
selves with teaching them to pay a decent re- 
spect to us, and to our services. In the mean- 

This then is, I think, the generic idea of time, we allow their immortal souls to go un- 

preaching conveyed in the New Testament. warned to eternal perdition. On whose con- 

It is the proclamation to every creature, of|science will the blood of these souls rest? 

the love of God to men through Christ Jesus.| Such, then, is the preaching of the gospel; 
— This is the main idea. To this our Lord|it is the proclamation of the love of God to 

adds, according to the other evangelist,|men in Christ Jesus. It may be in public or 

““ teaching them to observe all things whatso- in private, to one or to many, from the pulpit 

ever 1 have commanded you.’ The dutyjor at the fire-side. Whenever we set before 

then enjoined in our Lord's last command is| men the message of mercy, and urge them to 

two-fold + First, to invite men to avail them-|obey the commands of Christ, then we preach 

selves of the offer of salvation ; and, secondly|the gospel in obedience to the precept in the 

to teach them to obey the commands of|text. 
Christ, so that they may become meet for th 
kingdom of heaven, In so far as we do thes 
we preach the gospel. ‘When we do anything 
else, it may, or it may net, be very good ; but 
in the sense here considered, it is not preach- 
ing the gospel. 

el III. But who is thus to preach the gospel ? 

el What would be the answer to this question, 
if we listened to the voice of common human; 
ity? When the brazen serpent was lifted up, 
who was to carry the good news throughout 
the camp? “When the glad tidings of peace 

Hence we see that we may deliver discour-|arrived in the city, who was to proclaim it to 
ses on subjects associated with religion, with- his fellow<citizens? When the news of peace 

out preaching the gospel. A discourse is not| with God, through the blood of the covenant, 

preaching because it is delivered by a minis-|is proclaimed to us, who of us shall make it 

ter, or spoken from the pulpit, or appende d|known to those perishing in sin? The an- 

to a text. Nothing is, 1 think, properly swer in each case is, every ene. Were no 

preaching, except the explaining the teach-|command given, the common principles of 

ings, or enforcing the commands of Christ|our naturé would teach us that nothing but 

and his apostles. To hold forth our own in-|the grossest selfishness would claim to be ex- 

ferences, or the inferences of other men,|empted from the joyful duty of extending to 
drawn from the gospel; to construct inte I-| others the blessing wliich we have received our- 
lectual discdurses which affect not the con-|selves. 
science ; to show ‘the importance of religion| But, besides: this, we have, in the text, the 

to the ‘temporal well-being of men, or “the|command of Christ. “ Go ye into all the 

tendency of the religion of Christ to uphel d|world, and preach the gospal to every crea- 
republican institutions, and a’ hundred to-|ture;” and, “lo! I am with you alwavs, even 

pics of a similar character, may or may nutjunto the end of the world.” The command 
be well; but to de, either or all of them cer-|is as universal as discipleship, and it is to eon- 
tainly falls short of the idea of the apostle, tinue obligatory till the Son of man shall 
when he * determined to know nothing|come. 

among men but: Jesus Christ and him cru-| ‘Does any one say that this command was 
cified.” given only to the apostles? It may or may 
And FLERE, the command of Christ|not have been so ; but were they alone includ- 

‘to be made directly tojed in the obligation which it imposes? The supposes itn ih a 
the consciences of men ; relying for success address at the last, supper wal given to them 

whally ov the promised aid of the Holy Ghost. |alone, as were many, other of the instructions 
—Our Savior gives us no directions concern-|of our Lord ; but were they the only persons 

ing any indirect or preparatory labour. The|to whom the words spe 
preparation of the heart is a ok which the|firmed

 that they and th ose 

Lord has reseived for himse 

en apply? Is it af- 
whom they should 

“Weare not|appoint are alone to preach the word? I an- 
to go about making mén think ‘well of reli- that Jesus Christ. ne id so, and 

> go abo! lek) ng iY oy ell of reli-|swer tha s Christ neyer said so, and we 

| agin 10 obéy God. Phe Sor ol G0 Por 1 

gion in” the intention of after-|have no right to add to this any more than to 
 hwards affecting tm’ 'to Chr bid agi lany other of big commandmente, 

But let us see how the apostlea themselves 

understood the precept. Their own narra-|be a discipler. Every individual is leaven, 

tive shall inform us. 
a great persecution 

“ At that time there was|and he must assimilate to himself all that 

against the church that|comés into contact with him. As he himself 

was at Jerusalem, and they were scattered drinks of the fountain, he must become a 

abroad throughout all the regions of Judea fountain to his fellow men : otherwise, he has 

and Samaria, except the apostles.” ** There-|not drunk of the fountain himself. If he 

fore, they that were scattered abroad went bear not fruit, he is cut off as a branch, and 

everywhere preaching the word.” —Acts viii:|is withered. 

1,4. * Thenthey that were scattered abroad| This is the first and primary duty of a dis- 

upon the persecution that arose about Stephen, | ciple, and to it his whole life must be con- 

travelled as far as Phenice and Cyprus and!formed. He may enter upon no calling, he 

Antioch, preaching the word to none but|may occupy no station, he may indulge in no 

Jews only. And some of them were men of| amusement inconsistent with this elementary 

Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were|duty of discipleship. A revival of religion 

come to Antioch, spake alse to the Grecians, represents a church in its normal 
condition, 

preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of|the condition which Christ always intended 

the I.ord was with them, and a great number|it to maintain. Then every believer makes 

believed and turned to the Lord.” These|it his great concern to call men to rgpentance 

men were not apostles, nur even original dis-|not as a matter of form, but with earnest and 

ciples of Christ, for they were men of Cyprus moving persuasion. Every convert is invi- 

and Cyrene. Yet 
preaching the word 
pleased the Master, 

they went everywhere|ting his former companions to turn unto the 

, and in so doing they Lord. But, if this manner of life is appro- 

for the Holy Spirit ac-|{priate to a revival, it is appropriate to all 

companied their labors with the blessing from times; for men are everywhere and at all 

on high. The ascended Saviour thus ap-|times sinners hastening to the judgment seat, 

proved of their conduct, and testified that their{and they must all perish unless they be re- 

understanding of his last command was cor- deemed by the blood of Christ. 

rect. It would be easy to show that it is by in- 
If we nced any further confirmation of the volving this obligation in the very elementary 

interpretation which we have given of the|idea of discip'eship, that Christ has provided 
precept in the text, 
tions of our Lord's 

we find it in other por-|for the universal triumph of his church. On 
teaching. ** The king-|this depends the vitality of personal religion. 

dom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a| We can never in earnest call men to repen- 

woman took and hid in three measures of|tance, unless we are living holy and penitent 

meal until the whole was leavened.” The|ljves ourselves. Hence, also, arises the sepa- 
words here indicate the manner in which the| ration of the church from the world, and hence 

kingdom of Christ is to extend itself. Lea-|the antagonism. which Christ declares must 
ven assimilates the whole mass to itself by the| always exist between them. ‘‘ Because ye are 

contict of particle with particle—eadch Patti- | not of the wofld, but I have chosen you out 

cle, as soon as it is leavened, communicat of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” 

its own virtue to all the particles surrounding is under these circumstances that the church 

it- So every disciple of Christ is bound, by his always gained its most signal vietories, 

proclaiming Christ to those near to him, tolan{ when these pfjciples of duty exercise an 
extend the kingdom of the Redeemer ; and) abiding influence<rer the life of every disci- 

every one who becomes a disciple is bound|ple the kingdom this world will soon be- 

to make it his chief business to disciple com, the kingd of our Lord and of his 
others. Christ. ™ ___ 7" 

Again, our Lord 
who believes in him shall be the means of 

imparting salvation 
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 

and cried, If any man thirst, let him come 

unto me and drink. He that believeth on 

me, as the scripture 
ly shall flow rivers of living water.” This he 
spake of the Spirit 
but they that believe on him should receive. 

Thus, as our Lord is the living fountain from 
which every believer drinks; so every one 
who has drunk of this fountain becomes, in 

this secondary sense, a fountain to all who 
are about him. 

So, in the message to the churches, deli- 
vered by the ascended Saviour to the Apostle 
John, we find these remarkable words: ‘1 

am the root and offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star. And the Spirit and 
the Bride say, Come, and let him that hear- 

declares that every one| guch theh, is the privilege, and such the 
duty of every disciple of Christ. It enters into 
the elementary idea of discipleship. With 
this every other subsequent idea must be in 
harmony. No ecclesiastical system which we 
form can either liberate a disciple from this 
obligation, or take away his privilege of thus 
laboring for Christ. Whatever offices are cre- 
ated in the church, are created for the pur- 
pose of enabling the disciple the better to dis- 
charge this dpmty. They are made for the 
church, the church is not made for them ; and 
it becomes us ever to be watchful, lest by any 
error the church of Christ be deprived of this, 
the mainspring of all its efficiency. 

I have thus far spoken of the gifts which 
are common to every man of a sane mind. — 
But almost every man has some peculiar gift, 
that is, some naturally bestowed means of use- 

fulness. This also he is bound in the same 
manner to consecrate to the service of the 

to others. ‘“‘In the last 

hath said, out of his bel- 

which, not the apestles, 

eth say, Come, and let him that is athirst| Master. A brief allusion to some of them 

come, and whosoever will, let him take the| yj sufficiently illustrate. my meaning. One 
water of life freely.” man may bg endowed with uncommon con- 

You see then, brethren, the nature and|versational ability, so that in the ordinary in- 

duty of the church of Christ. It consists of|tercourse of society, he readily leads the minds 

the whole company of penitent sinners, uni-|of men in any direction he chooses. The dis- 

ted to Christ by faith, animated by the in-{ciple of Christ is not at liberty to use this ta- 

dwelling of bis Holy Spirit, every one parta-|lent for the purpose of img to social pre- 

king with Christ in 
moved him to offer up himself, and every one|vanity ; he must use it’ a ns o 

that love of souls which|eminence, or for the grati ation, of personal 
fwinning 

labouring. after his example for the salvation|souls to Christ. Beautifat illustrations of this 

of the world. This is the object for which|form of consecration of talent were seen in 

the believer lives, as it was the object for|the lives of the late William Wilberforce and 

which Christ lived. 
himself to Christ for 

This consecration of| Joseph John®Gurney.* Another disciple may 
this purpese, is a-matter|be endowed with skill in the conduct of mer- 

of personal obligation. It cannot be done by|cantile affairs; sothat, with ease, he can ac- 

deputy. It must be done by the man bim-|cumulate a fortune, when other men would 

self. He can.no more delegate it to another| merely obtain a subsistence. This talent he 

than he ean s faith, or repentance, or{ has no right to employ for the purpose of 

prayer, or holy livieg, Every disciple. must{hoarding up-wealth for himself, or for his chil-


