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Thou art in Rome! the city that so long 

Reign’d absolute, the mistress of the world ; 

The mighty vision that the Prophets saw, 
And trembled ; that from nothing, from the least, 

The lowliest village (what but here and there 

A reed-roof’d cabin by a river side ?) 
Grew into every thing ; and, year by year, 

Patiently, fearlessly working her way 
O’er brook and field, o’er continent and sea, 

Not like the merchént with his merchandise, 

Or traveller with staff and scrip exposing, 

But hand to hand, and foot to foot, through hosts, 

Through nations numberless in battle-array, 

Fach behind each, each, when the other fell, 

Up and in arms, at length subdued them all. 

Thou art in Rome! the City, where the Gauls, 

Entering at sun rise through her open gates, 

And, though her streets silent and desolate, 

Marching to slay, thought they saw Gods, not 
men, 

The City that, by temperance, fortitude, 
And love of glory, tower’d above the clouds, 

Then fell—but filling, kept the highest seat, 

And in her loneliness, her pomp of woe, 

W here now she dwells, withdrawn into the wild, 

8till o’er the mind maintains, from age to age, 
'Her empire undiminish’d. RoGERs. 

GrANDEUR is the characteristic of Rome 

the associated grandeur of a long antiquity, 

of an unparalleled history, of a succession of 

magnificent architecture, and of a resplendent 

stream of ArT descending from imperial ages 
Twenty-six centuries 

have passed since the foundation of the “*Erer- 
to the present time. 

epoch, but from that time till the reiga of 

Jovian, a period embracing thirty-six empe- 

rors, only seven can be named who exhibited 

virtues worthy of a throne. VEspasian, Trrus, 

TRAJAN, ADRIAN, ANTONINUS, AURELIUS, and 

CONSTANTINE—victorious in arms, prudem 

in policy, and severe in kingly virtue, they at 

least retarded the downfall of their country. 

The Roman empire, almost immediately after 

the death of Aurelius, offered a melancholy 

illustration of a modern apothegm,—that be- 

tween the sublime and the ridiculous there is 
only one step. 
The imperial ensigns were held by the 

Praetorian guard, who openly exposed them 
for sale, and readily granted them to any 
purchaser who would meet their demands. 
From Commecdus to Dioclesian, the period of 
a century, disorder reigned throughout the 
empire, and the lives and liberties of the peo- 
ple were at the mercy of the avaricious sol- 
diery. Honor and virtue were extinct. 
When Dioclesian divided the imperial domin- 
ion into four separate govegnments, over which 
presided two emperors and two Cesars,—and 
when immediately after, Constantine removed 

3| the seat of empire from Rome to Byzantium,— 
then, indeed, ‘the beginning of the end” 
was seen. For a century and a half longer, 
Rome wrestled with her destiny; she aban- 
doned her conquests, and gathered her legions 
round her to repel the attacks of the barba- 
rians, who now began to threaten the city it- 

waL City” was laid; since RomuLus gather-|ge)f (Og the death of Theodosius, his sons 
ed around him the restless spirits of ancient 

Italy, to form the germ of a community whose 

fame was afterwards to fill the earth. From 

their rude huts on the TiBer—Ilowly dwel- 

lings, yet diguified, for they were the nucleus 

made a permanent division of the empire into 
Eastern and Western. Of the first of these 
we lose sight; and of the latter little is left to 
record save its final catastrophe. Whilst 
Rome was hastening to decay, barbarian 

of AvGusTan Rome—the first Romans wint|yi,odoms were rising up on every hand—the 
forth conquering and to conquer. I'he nations 

submitted to them; one people after another 

sought alliance with them ; and the gradual 

influence of power, and its concomitants, con- 

solidated their infant kingdom, and gave to 

the throne of theit adventurous chief a fixity 
Taught by the nations 

they subdued, the early Romans spared, from 

the work of conquest, time enough to apply 

the lessons which a wise policy dictatea to 

them. Adopting the religion, the laws, the 

useful arts, and, to a great extent, the man- 

pot to be shaken. 

Vandals in Africa—the Huns in Scythia— 
the Visigoths in Gaul and Spain. 

» . * 5 J » 

Tn the history of the world, we cannot find 
a period so beset with calamities and afflic- 
tions to the human race, as that which trans- 
pired from the death of I'heodosius till the es- 
tablishment of the kingdom of the LomBArDS. 
Rome was, indeed the centre of desolation; 
but that desolation radiated thence over all 
the civilized portions of the globe. The 
Lombards were a powerful German tribe— 

ners and customs of the vanquished, they| heir kingdom commenced A.D. 568, and 
conciliated the enemies they had overthrown, | continued till A. D. 774. They were finally 
and collected within their own city the most vanquished by Charlemagne, the son and suc 
estimable arts and institutions of neighboring| cessor of Pepin, and the founder of the Frank- 
pations. The kingly authority under which|g Empire. 

Rome, for upwards of a century and a half, The Franks were also a German people, 
continued to gain in prosperity and extent,| who, under Clovis their king, established a 
came suddenly to an end: tyranny, which 

had dared to erect itself in the presence of a 

free press, was put down ; and thenceforth it| sires of the world. 

was declared that no king should ever reign in 
Then commenced the consular gov- 

ernment, which was interrupted when Jurius 

Casar assumed imperial power, and finally 
extinguished when Casar, Augustus was cal- 

led by the unanimous consent of the Senate 
sud people to the supreme authority. In the 
long interval between the last king and the 

Rome. 

monarchy in Gaul, which during the reign of 
Charlemagne, rose to be one of the great em- 

Since 916 Italy has re- 
mained subject to the German empire, if we 
except the brief period, in modern times, 
when the successes of NaroLeon gave him 
possession cf this southern portion ofthe Aus- 
trian dominion. At this point in the political 
historysof Italy, we must stop; it would lead 
us too far, for a newspaper, even to glance 
briefly at the many separate and rival govern- 

last consul, the Romans fought and worked ments established in the Middle Ages. The 
their way ull they held undisputed mastery 

over the known world. The boast of Augus- 
tus may be 
brick and left it of marble; and of succeed- 

ing emperars, it may be granted that they em- 

bellished Rome, insomuch that no city might 

be likened unto her. Yet amidst the mag- 
~nificence and luxury of imperial rule, the de- 
cay of the empire began to be visible. The 

national character was corrupted ; the daring 
valour and thestern jastice of consular Rome, 
gave place to an effeminacy that enfeebled 
the arm, and a sensual luxury that debased 
the mind. With few exceptions, the Empe- 
rors themselves were MONSTERS of sensuality,| 
pasons of cruelty, exercising absolute sway 
over a people reduced to abject servility, 
The AveusTAN age was, indeed, a krilliant 

disputes of Popes and Emperors, and the con- 
stant feuds between Republics and.Principali- 
ties, could not be detailed with any degree of 
perspicuity in this 

* 

allowed, that he found the city of 
brief abstract. 

In the 11th century, when the darkness 
began to disappear in the returning light of 
literature and art,—it is right we should take 
a slight view, cursory and imperfect it must 
necessarily be,—of the rise and progress of 
that spiritual domination which has trodden 
Italy into thevery dust, and made her— 
The Niobe of Nations! 

Childless and crownless in her voiceless woe. 

[To be continued.] 

Providence seen in Replacing the French 
Empire. 

This is one of the instances in which God 
has illustrated his own greatness through the 

littleness of man. If we contemplate the in- 

significance of the person, who in a few short 

years has changed his position from that of 
an outlaw and exile, without wealth or friends, 

or any hold on the popular regards, to that of 

the possessor of absolute power in France— 
wielding his sceptre over thirty millions of 
people, and awaking the dread of neighbour- 

ing nations—it seems indeed a wonder. It 
equals ‘all the interest of a romance, to follow 
the thread of events in that man’s history, for 
the last four years. Just bafore that time he 
was a convict wandering in exile, and a by- 
word for his Quixotic adventurers. Then 
constitutions and treaties and dynasties stood 
in the way of his elevation. And his own in- 
trinsic nothingness seemed the most effectual 
barrier. But he came vpon the stage, and 
the prestige of a once honored name gave 
him an importance in the shifting scenes of a 

great drama. The times demanded a hero; 
and for the want of a better, one was manu- 
factured according to the style of the drama 
—in which, out of a little paint, pasteboard, 

and gilding, a beggar is made a monarch. 
I'he seenes shifted, and at every turn the 
pasteboard monarch was elevated. Events 

seemed to have taken their whole shape, for 
the sole purpose of removing obstructions to 

him. If he had been the most powerful mon- 
arch that ever lived, he could not have given 
the course of events a more favourable turn 
for himself—he could not have done more to 

remove one after another the barriers in bis 
way. And now one, who is littleness itself, 

has reached the pinnacle of earthly greatness, 

and become absolute master of one of the 
most powerful nations. 

But who has effected this wonder 7 Surely 

not the genius of Lcuis Napoleon? ButGod 

effectuelly that it is He, and not humaa skill 
or prowess, that sets up and deposes kings. 
He has caused to be enacted before our eyes 
a drama, in which such astonishing changes 

have been wrought in a nation’s constitution, 
without a human author at all equal to the 

task, to show himself as the author of this, 

and like national changes. And that proud 
aud godless nation was never more humbled 
and degraded in the eyes of the world, than 

she is in the insignificance of the man who is 
now to take thé throne as her emperor. 
And her humbling herself before such a 

man, is an indication that she has far gone in 
her downward course to ruin. She shows 
herself groping in the dark, and eagerly seiz- 
ing whatever hand is offered to guide her. 
She follows such incompetent leaders, though 
every step brings her nearer to the precipice. 
She shows herself to have obtained that po- 
sition in which crime is the road to power, 
and an adventurer’s hope of success is in pro- 
portion to his destitution of the elements of 
greatness, and the ease with which he can set 
aside all oaths and moral obligations. God 
assures us that he hath punishments for the 
nations, when he gives children to be their 
princes, and babes to rule over them. And 
if we can safely infer any thing from God’s 
usual government of the nations, or any thing 
from the direction in ‘which the current of 
events in France is tending, we may conclude 
that national ruin, involving the dissolution of 
the whole frame of society in France, is not 
far distant. 
Such ruin when it comes, will come as are- 

sult and retribution for what the nation has 

brought upon itself in obedience to the Man 
of Sin. Louis Napoleon is for the present a 
very humble servant of Popery, and yet he is 
doubtless to do a work that is of great impor- 

tance towards its destruction. PoPERY HAs 

has done it; and in doing it, has shown more |8 

The Will and the Way. 

I learned grammar when [ was a private 
soldier, on the pay of sixpence a day, The 
edge of my birth'or that of my guard bed, 
was my seat to study in; my knapsack was 
my book case, and a bit of board lying in my 
lap was my writing-table. I had no money 
to purchase candles or oil, in winter it was 
rarcly that I could get any light but that of 
the fire, and only my turn even of that. To 
buy a pen or a peice of paper, I was compel- 
led to forego some portion of my food, though 
in a state of half starvation. [had not a mo- 
ment of time that I could call my own; and 
I had to read and write amid the talking, 
laughing, singing; whistling, and brawling of 
at least half a score of the most thoughtless 
men; and that, teo, in the hour of their free- 
dom from all control. And I say if I, under 
these circumstances, could encounter and 
overcome the task, is there, can there be, in 
the whole world, a youth who can find an ex. 
cuse for the mon-performance!1— William 
Cobbett. 

Faith Developes true Greatness. 

Faith—that is to say, in all possible sphergs 
the vision of the invisible, and the absent 
brought nigh—-is the energy of the soul and 
the energy of life. We do not go too far in 
saying that it is the point of departure for all 
action ; since to act is to quit the firm posi- 
tion of the present and stretch tha hend into 
the future. But this at least is certain, that 
faith is the source of everything in the eyes of 
man which bears a dale of dignity and 
force. Vulgar aghls Wish to see, to touch, jo 
grasp; others have tlie eye of faith, and they 
are great. It is always by having faith in 
others, in themselves, in duty, or m the Di- 
vinity, that men have done great things.— 
Faith has been, im all times, the strength of 
the feeble, the salvation of the miserable. In 
reat crises, in grand exigencies, the favor- 

able chance has always been for him who 
hoped against hope. And the greatness of 
individuals or of nations may be measured pre- 
cisely by the greatness of their faith.— Vinet. 

The Main Point. 

Let us not treyble ourselves and our neigh- 
bors with unprofitable dispatatiens, but all 
agree to spread to the uttermost of our power 
the quiet and peaceable Gospel of Christ. 
Nearly 50 years ago, a good and great man, 
Dr. Potter, then Archbishep of Canterbury, 
gave me an advice, for which 1 have ever 
since had occasion to bless God :,** If you de- 
sire to be extensively useful, do nct spend your 
time or strength in contending for or against 
such things as are of a disputable nature, but 
in testifying against open, notorious vice, and 
in promoting real, essential holiness.” = Let 
us keep to this; leaving a thousand disputable 
points to those that have no better business 
than to toss the ball cf controversy to and fro; 
let us keep to our point. Let us bear a faith- 
ful testimony in our several! stations against 
all ungodliness, and with all oor might recom- 
mend ‘that inward and outward holiness, 
“ without which no man shall see the Lord.” 
—John Wesley. 

a 

Lord Shaftesbury says that he would be 
virtuous for his own sake, though nobody 
were to know it ; as he would be clean for 
his own sake, though nobody were to see him 

The Duke of Newcastle truly said at the 
late meeting of the Sheffield School of De- 
sign—** These are days in which education 
is no longer one of the luxuries of life ; it has 
become one of its greatest necessities, for all 

classes and for all grades of society. It bas 

Few envy the merit of others that have any 
of their own. 

CRIPPDED AND RUINED FRANCE, AND FRANCE 

WILL ONE DAY INVOLVE POPERY IN ITS RUIN. 

become the daily bread of us all’—The 

Builder. 
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