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Editorial Correspondence. * nt 

St. John, Sept. 15th; 1853." 

Dear BreTHreN AND FrigNps,— An 
Education commenced in a public School, 
and prosecuted in a literary establishment, of] 
a higher order, the writer: frankly confesses, 

left him with acquisitions im knowledge as Ii- 

mited as his notions of imparting them to 
dthers were vague and indistinct. 

Sensible of the disadvantages under which 
he had labored, in his own case; and of his 

consequent, deficiencies, he has spared nei- 

ther pains wor expense in the pursuit ofa 

more effici e of tuition. With this ent 
object contig view, he has attentively 
read, whate¥r he could meet with, written on 
the-subject of education ; he has made himself 

intimately acquainted with the practice of the 

great Academic institutions of the old country : 

and he has obtained some knowledge of the 

principles on which those of others on the 

continent and in the States also are conducted. 

To these pretentions he is now enabled to 

add the results of more than 20 year’s experi- 

ence in the tuition of youth ; in the course of 
which time, he feels no hesitation to acknow- 

ledge, that he has been led to abandon most 

of the methods with which he firs¢ entered on 

the duties of his important profession ; and to 
substitute such as appeared to him more ra- 
tional and efficient. — With what labour his 
object has been sought, can be felt only by him- 
telf; with what success, must be appreciated 
by oTHERS. 
The conduct of mankind is not under the 

influence of the understanding alone; it re- 
ceives a variety of other impulses. Many im- 
pressions, formed on established prejudices 
and rooted habits, possess an influence equal- 
ly strong, and far more extemsively diffused. 
There is no law in nature so powerful as the 
law of habit. Hence the principles which 
youth has imbibed, and years have strengthen- 
ed, frequently acquire such an ascendency in 
the mind as no subsequent efforts of reason 
can subdue. 

Education, in the comprehensive import of 
the term, is that series uf means, which tends 
to promote the improvement of the body, of 
the mind, and of the heart. In reference to 
the first, it is pHYsICAL—to the second, INTEL- 
LECTUAL—and to the last, morAL and RELI- 
Glous. 

Contemplated as a power which impels to- 
wards intellectual and moral excellence, edu- 
cation is intimately connected with the best 
interests of the world. Its influence pervades 
the whole period of life : it is the basis of all 
social order in the intercourse of mankind ; 
and it embraces the future, as well as the 
present state of being. It is not, therefore. 
too much to say, that ‘‘ on the instruction of 
youth depends the fate of nations.” But the 
work of education includes the cultivation of 
the heart, as well as of the mind. Whatever 
height may be attained in the scale of intellec- 
tual excellence, it is the moral and religious 
culture of mankind that is to be kept constant- 
ly ia view, asthe great end of every institc- 
tion formed for the diffusion of knowledge. 

Perfection in the art of tuition may be de- 
fined, the power of communicating the great 
est possible sum of information, in the least 
possible space of time. This can only be done 
where there is much oral instruction given. 
To perfect knowledge in an agreeable and in- 
telligible manner, the T'utor’s communications 
should be in language, assimilated as nearly 
as possible te wial intercourse. The 
utility of every attachment must be made im- 
mediately apparent ; and all rules and defini: 
tions must be taught at'the precise moment 
they become necessary. To find these diffi. 
culties explained on the emerge 
to be enabled to perceive rly 

cannot fail to a ord great pleasure 
youthful students. If the first princi- 
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thetsknastion of a healthy constitution, should 

doubtedly injurious ‘to the pupil. Tt destroys 
the finest emotions of love, pity and gratitude, 
of which our natures ate susceptible ; it blunts 
the natural keenness of “the mental powers; 
and it renders that’ hateful, which is highly 
desirable should ‘be loving. 
great objeet 6 the Teacher to blend amuse- 
ment with snstruétion *— 

“To make amusement and instruction friends, 
Some lessons in the guise of play she sends.” 

It should be the constant aim to connect 
habit and principle. In fine—the great ob- 
jects of early instruction then are~to regu- 
late the disposition ; to stimulate, and direct 
the desire of knowledge; to give a correct 
bias to the moral feelings; to form virtuous 
babits ; and to instil religious (not sectarian) 
principles into the mind. Under such ma- 
nagement, we may indulge a hope that the 
seeds of future excellence will take root in 
the understanding and the heart, aad yield a 
rich harvest of knowledge and virtue—to the 
benefits of mankind, and the glory of God. 
The writer begs to say that this is an‘out- 

line of what will be attempted in his'daagh- 
ter's school, in this city. The pupils will be 
select and only two classes of day pupils will 
be taken, consisting of twelve in each. A 
few boarders also will be received. No pains 
will be spared to give the best possible sub- 
stitute for the loss of home attentions and 
heme affections. The pupils will associate 
with the family on terms the most intimate 
and social, and the efforts of all will be entire- 
ly devoted to the preparation of Young La- 
dies for a. prominent position in cultivated, 
intelligent social life. Should we be needed 
in the city, we shall be employed—should we 
not, we shall leave for the States or Canada, 
in both which places we are offered employ- 
ment. Please sce Advertisement in another 
part of the paper, as neither class is filled up. 

With much respect and affection, 
I am, yours faithfully, 

R. Tuomson, A, M. 

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.] 

St. John, Sept. 6th, 1853. 

Messrs. Eprrors,—Will you at your con- 
venience give us your opinion in the Visitor, 
of Slavery—and oblige yours, 

A ConsTtaNT READFR, 

REPLY TO ‘‘ A CONSTANT READER.” 

This subject has been handled so often and 
so lucidly, that we shall say but little, and that 
so far as’'we can’itf' the Words of ‘Holy Writ. 
Only observing that’ in the true sense of the 
word ‘“He'is a freeman whom the Trurs 
inakes free, and all are slaves besides.” 
SLAVERY is among the multitudes of proofs 

that it is not in man to love his neighbour as 
himself : for there is nothing perhaps that the 
human mind so naturally revolts against as 
servitude. Man was originally given domi: 
nion over every living thing, but not over his 
FELLOW. After the fall, the husband was to 
rule over his wife—Gen. iii. 16 —and the elder 
over the younger—Gen: iv. 7. The intention 
of this kind of rule was blessing, the stronger 
being more fitted to rule the weaker. But in 
the first mention of slavery, we find it to he 
the consequnnce of» a curse on account of sin 
—Gen. ix. 25. Canaan had sinned, and was 
to be the servant, or slave of his brethren. 
Israel, as the peculiar people of God, the holy 
nation, were permitted to buy bondmen and 
bondmaids of the heathen. And whilst they 
walked faithfully as God's people, their ser- 
vice was a privilége and not a hardship; and 
their slaves were brought into circumstances 
of peculiar blessing. “T'he permission, there- 
fore, given to Israel, to buy slaves of the hea- 
then, can no more be taken as a.general autho 
rity for man’ vo enslave his - fellow, than the 
wars of Jsrael, ‘as God's r 
ers, can be taken a 
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ing his heavenly calling as the Lord's Free 
wan. He'was also'to be subject to his mas: 
ter (Greek: ty with all fear, whether he 
were good or ‘gentle, ‘or the raverse. See 1 
Peter ii; 18.7 '"T'hé Seiki or Gob never leads 
those in whoth hé dwells to ussert that right 
to freedom, or any other blessing, which the 
natural spirit. 50 sfrongly maintains ; he rather 
leads them to abide in theif place. 

It is very needful to ‘remember this in the 
present day, when so much is said about ‘“ the 
rights of man,” &e., &ec, Let uy add, that 
the bondman and the free are allone in CarisT 
Jesus : therefore Paul could say to: Philemon, 
when he asked him 10 receive back his former 
slave, Onesimus, ‘‘ pot now as a servant, bat 
above a servant, a beloved brother. See Phi- 
lemon i. 16. And yet in the wisdom of; the Se1- 
riT, lest there should be any mistake with re- 
gard to this new relantionship between the 
believing Master and slave, the Apostle 
again wriles—‘* And they that have believing 
masters, let them not despise them, because 
they are brethren ; hut rather do them serxice, 
because they are faithful and beloved, parta- 
kers of the benefit. These things teach and 
exhort.”—1 Tim. vi, 2, 

With respect to the abuses of slavery my 
heart sickens, and I dare not trust my pen to 
write on them. Any one wishing to have his 
feelings harrowed up can read ** Uncle Tom's 
Cabin.” R. T. 

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN -VISITOR.] 

In looking over your paper of the 12th inst. 
[ noticed a communication by the Rev. Mr. 
Casewell, on conversation at a tea-table, and 
being interested in the party, I take the liber- 
ty of asking a few more questions through 
your valuable paper. 
The question was, ‘did not the children 

under the Jewish Church enjoy more privile- 
ges, than children under the Christian, if 
they are now excluded from Baptism 7” The 
Rev. Mr. C. took a very easy way to get aver 
the question by saying, ‘ what was the design 
of Circumcision. Did it give to any of the 
males who received it any other advantage 
than the indelible proof. that they were the 
descendants of Abraham, and by consequence 
an integral and jenuine part of the Jewish 
nation.” 

According to this way of explaining the 
scripture, all the promise that Abraham had, 
for him and his seed was, that they would be 
called Jews, a mere shadow without a sub- 
stance, Mr, Casewell says again * did the ab- 
sence of it cut off the Females from any mo- 
ral or religious advantage?’ We say, when 
there was no command given to circumcise 
females, there was nothing to lose on that 
ground. But by depriving the males of that 
rite what would the consequence be. We 
refer to Genesis xvii. 14. And the uncircum- 
cised man child, whose flesh of his foreskin is 
not circumcised, that®oul shall be cut off from 
his people; he hath- broken my covenant. 
Now we see, by the neglect of this daty, how 
very small it may seem, it’ ‘cot’ off the males 
from the Jewish nation or Charech. I would 
now ask Mr. C., when the mules are all cat 
off by the neglect of that duty, which andoubt- 

allow, that females were included in the pro- 
mise. 

fhe change of heart. We allow, that circum- 
cision of the heart is always necessary for a 
trae Israelite. 
tion is there then between this’ rite, gb 

& human one of Lafaut “oe (pore g? We 
‘not say it had, we only asked what chutch 
ileges children of - believers ‘ow had," 
‘were excluded from "haat 
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r the change'of the Babbath and for family 
worship? . By this way of getting over the 
scr) our pri are small. He goes 
on and says, *‘ does it.cut them off from the 
daty to bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord; &e.” © We say that 
this is a parental privilege belonging to every 
Christian family; whéther connected with a 
Church or not.  He'goes on, “would all the 
sprinkling in the world, even were they admi- 
nistered by his grace, the Archbishop of Cari- 
terbury himself, avail to salvation, &c.”* We 
would ask him if Baptism was administered 
even to adults by himself inthe river St. John 
would it avail apart from the inward renewing 
grace of the Holy Spirit, which is imparted 
in regeneration? *‘ As for anmihilationof in- 
fancy [ never heard it advanced by any Chris- 
tian Church.” On the last of the subject be 
is like a driving rain, or sweeping hail, en 
which I will make no comment. Bat as the 
Visitor has found its way into many a Presby- 
terian's firesside, I think that Mr. C. ought to 
have weighed the subject carefully and prayer. 
fully, before he put it'to the press, lest he 
should hurt its influence, and stop its pro- 
gress; and wound the feelings of many a well 
disposed Presbyterian. I esteem Mr. Case- 
well highly for his works sake—I thank him 
kindly for his visit to the back settlement, and 
should we differ a little about the outward 
forms of church government, I'think we shall 
agree on the great point—the necessity of the 
inward renewing of the Holy Spirit, 4nd a 
personal interest in the all ‘atoning Blood of 
Christ. 

Arex. Moony. 
Prince William, Aug. 30, 1853. 

gud . : 

IZ We are sorry that any occasion was 
given for these remarks, .and we will not tri- 
flle with God’s word to enquire if women have 
a right to go to the Lord's table, &c. We 
know the love that Christ bore to holy wo- 
men, and how faithfully they served him. 
We rejoice moreover to know what is writ- 
ten. See Gal. iii. 26-28. We assert, howe- 
ver, that BAPTISM DID NOT COME IN THE 
PLACE OF CIROUMCISION. 
Mares only were the subjects of circumci- 

sion. All females were excluded. - We argue 
that there were no spiritual blessings in cir- 
cumcision, or else femalés had not been ex- 
claded. The God of Abraham never would, 
by a covenant seal, exclude them from spiri- 
tual blessings—from anything tending to their 
sanctification and salvation. Baptism certain- 
ly has not come in ‘the room of circuméision 
in this particular. N 

Infant males were to be circumcised the 
eighth day. Do they baptize infants on the 
eighth day? il WH Le 
"Infants were circumcised by either parent, 
as the case might be. You remember the 
case of Zipporah. Why, then, employ min- 
isters to baptize, if these are both seals of the 
same spiritural church covenant, and'if the 
Sharpest Jewish and Christian, be identi- 
ca io 

Abraham's servants were circumcised. 
Three hundred and eighteen warriors belong- 
ed at one time to his household. Why do not 
the Pedo-Baptists baptize all aiman’s servants, 
when he joins the church, on the principle of 
ident ity. 3 edly they they would have been ; where would ¢ ah OAR NRE BRE ie a] 

he Tod the females? We may then wusk,| Circumcission was: not. the door into any 
what had we lost? * One.of the" greatest wa-|Shureh, on institution. It. was no 
tions under Heaven, nay, more, we' would|'™ 2 y moral institation.. The 

have last the oracles of God? See Romaus|Iehwiaelites, and Edomites, aud many other 
iit.’'1. 2. By obedience to that command the nations descended from Keturah, were. cir- 
covenant was sealed, and the promise was to cumcised, Into what we 
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