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[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.] 

(7 Thora covers Isvestiearion. We 
call attention to the Ting paper, writ- 
ten by our Brother Rand, the nary to 
the Mime Indians, who is now on a visit 

to this and will be happy to converse with 
any Ne otal upon this subject. Tt is certainly 
havdled in ‘a different light to any we have seen 
b 
We do not, however, hold ourselves responsible 

for the opinion of our Brother Rand, or any other 
Correspondent. Eps. 

Spirit Rappings. 

Messrs. Eprrors,—I have lately had an 

nity of examining those mysterious 
performances, which have made so much 

noise in the world, under the appellation 
which heads this article. Having read care- 
fully the articles lately published in the Visi- 
tor, im conmection with the accoant given me 

by a friend some time ago, who had witness- 
ed the operation, I had come to the conclu- 

sion that it is probably the work of the devil, 

and that it would be very improper to ‘‘ seek 
to it” asto an oracle. In fact,I do notknow 
as I could have conseated to witness it, had 
the impression of Satanic agency not been 
previously removed. 

But a short time ago [ was at Shediac, and 
remained a few days with a Brother who re- 
sides there. I found, to my surprise, that he 
and his family were all *“ Mediums,” and that 
the “ Rappings” had caused a great deal of 
excitement there daring the past winter, and 
at also the Bend; there being many ‘‘me- 
diums” at each of these places. My brother 
had come to the coaclusion that it is some 
natural ageney that produces the ‘‘ raps ;” 
though what itis, and in what way it operates, 
he could not tell. Having listened to his 
statements and arguments, I was led to be- 
lieve that he was upon the right track in his 
investigations, and that there could be no sin 
nor harm in witnessing the performance. I 
came to the investigation very calm. I wit- 
nessed it several times, and tried a number of 
experiments to test the truth of the statements 
made by others, and ¥ feel it not only my duty, 
but my privilege, to lay before the public 
several facts, of which no notice has been 
taken in any of the dissertations which I have 
read upon the subject. It may be as well to 
notice the process somewhat in detail. 

1st. And first I would state, that I am fully 
persuaded that it is not deception, nor mere 
sleight of hand, on the part of the operators, 
or ‘‘ mediums,” as they are termed. I was 
well acquainted with the parties which [ saw 
perform. 1am sure that neither my brother 
nor my nieces would attempt to deceive me. 
They could have no motive to do so. They 
were not turning it to any account, nor did 

they intend to do so, for gain or hay other 
purpose. And if they bad desired to deceive 
me, they could not have done so. I repeat. 
edly put the questions to the table myself, 
speaking in Micmac, of which language they 
knew nothing, and could not therefore tell 
what the questions were; yet were the an- 
swers given with unerring precision, and 

. In fact, all who have iavesti- 
the matter carefully, have abandoned 

the ground that the rappings are the work of 
fra 

2d. There is something very mysterious 
about it. A number of persons,—there should 
be as many as four,—sit down around a table, 
and place their hands-apon it. After waiting 
a few minutes; one of them says, ** If there 
are any spirits in the room, let the table rap.” 
If no sound is heard, the question is repeated. 
Presently a slight rap is heard distinctly, as 
though it proceeded from the middle of the 
wood of the table, more like the falling of a 
drop of rain than any thing else I could com- 
pare it to. It is repeated at the word of com- 
mand, and it raps just as often as told to, 
“t Rap louder,” says the “ medium.” It raps 
louder. “Rap three times.” It paps three 
times. And just where it is toldito rap, it 

ps. * Now, then, if the spirit will dnswer’ 
he ions, let the table tip towards me.” 

estions are then put, to which the answers 

le is commanded to do this, or de that, as|me, 

ably; but they “ra 
their heads,” or “rise up on two feet and 
come down with force,” or *“ rock to and fro,” 

the commanding ** medium.” 

kind. An individual, a total stranger to the 
“ mediums,” lays his hands on the table, in 
conjunction with theirs, and says, ‘“ Now tell 
me how old I am, and I will believe there is 
something in it.” ** Count off this 
man’s age,” says the * medium.” THe table 
instantly rocks from side to side, striking the 
floor with its two feet, thumping once for 
every year, until the number is told off. The 
startled enquirer, who has, perhaps, suspected 
the whole thing as a mere trick, finds that it 
has told him correctly. In this way it will 
answer any question of number. 

But it can do more than this. *“ Spell,” said 
“the name of my wife.”” ‘“ When I mention 
the first letter of aunt's name,” says one of the 
‘mediums,’ ‘let the table tip.” Then be- 
gioning with A, she repeated the letters of the 
alphabet until she came to J, when instantly 
the table “tipped.” The process was re- 
peated until the word, JANE, was spelled 
off. 
Some of the most amusing performances 

which I witnessed, was an aitempt to imitate 
the noise and motions of men, animals, and 
things. ‘ Shew us how the French women 
rock their children.” The table immediately 
rocked with a gentle motion, not making the 
least noise. ‘‘ Shew us how Mrs. So and So 
racks her child.” ‘ Thamp, thump, thump, 
thump,” goes the table, as if it would knock 
a hole through the floor, ‘‘ Are you displeas- 
ed? then stamp and shake your head.” Se- 
veral times I witnessed its uncouth and awk- 
ward attempts to shew displeasure and spite, 
by ‘‘ shaking its head and stamping furious- 
ly.” 

“Is the spirit of King William the Third 
present?’ enquired my brother. His Majes- 
ty’s presence was announced, ready to do our 
biddings. After a number of enquiries of 
equal importance, he was requested to illus- 
trate the manner in which his charger leaped 
ap the banks of the Boyne, on the day of the 
memorable battle. Instantly, the table reared 
ap upon its hind legs,” and leaped forward 
quite in the style of the horse, upon which his 
Majesty generally appears mounted, when we 
see his picture; of which we were all proba- 
bly thinking at the time. 

I was informed that the table would dance, 
when requested, and that in this very ua- 
spiritual exercise, it would imitate the motions 
of any individual mentioned. 
The reader will admit that this is all won- 

derful enough, and he will not wonder, and I 
will not wonder, if he think it would add not 
a little to the strength of his belief, to be an 
eye witness. And I confess that were it not 
for the fact that hundreds of creditable wit- 
nesses are ready to attest to the same things, 
| should be something like the Irish emigrant 
who would not write to his friends that he got 
“mate” oftener than twice a week, since he 
‘““ wanted to be belaved.” 

3d. The question arises—How is all this 
done? Is it the work of departed Spirits? 
or, is it the work of the Devil ? or, is it the 

agous to-electricity, or magnetism, by which 
the minds and wills of men can controul in- 
animate matter? The latter is my own 
opinion, most decidedly. I proceed to give 
the facts upon which this opinion is founded. 
Whether they disprove the theory which as- 
cribes the rappings to disembodied spirits, 
goed or bad, the reader must judge, Mean- 
while.every fact that can be ascertained re- 
specting it, will be considered important by 

the matter. 
Ist. There is something so profoundly ri- 

diculous in the idea, that the spirits of the de- 
parted have nothing better to emplo the 
selves about, than to tug hither and thither 
the nod and beck of a “medium,” —¢ 
silly little girl it may be,—that they will ec 

lous’ questions, and cut up all sorts of shin 
for the ‘amusement of a company of you 
wi who, to say the l¢ast, might oftes 

er employed, that one revolts at it. 
le theory of thé" other ‘world 

p," or “tip,” or shake 

or “stamp,” &e. &e., just at the caprice of 

Bat it can answér questions of another 

ntle~ 

result of some unknown natural agent, anal~ 

every person who would carefully investigate 

my own part 1 could not help exclaiming, 
** Nay, these are not'the pranks of departed 
spirits 1” "And in fact we got an answer just 
as readily; when the Medium said, ** If there 
are any éats’ t, “let them rap, as we 
did when * spirits” were invoked. But I do 
not rest the argument on this; but— © 

2d. The answers ‘are ‘often false and con- 
tradictory. ~ And here is ‘a point to which | 
would call special attention. What is known 
by the *“ mediums” orthe'parties present, the 
‘“ spirit” knows, and he knows nothing more. 
What ‘vou know to be true, they will tell you 
with wnerring certainty, ‘provided you keep 
your thoughts upon it at the time. + Bat if you 
mistake in the number of your children, or the 
years of” your age, the *‘ spirit” makes the 
same mistake. This, my brother, assarés me, 
he has proved by innumerable examples ; and 
this proves to me that the spirits which con 
trol the thing, are those still inhabiting 
of clay. Beyond what you know already, or 
what is known tosome of the parties, you can 
get no certain intelligence. All is uncertain- 
ty, bungling guess-work. The answers often 
hit right; they just as often hit wrong. This 
annihilates its use as an oracle. If it be the 
devil, or evil angels under his control, as some 
gravely assert, then must he be a much 
weaker, sillier devil, than the Bible represents 
him. I would not, indeed, deay the abstract 
proposition that the ‘“ devil is the greatest fool 
in creation.” Still, “ we are not ignorant of 
his devices.” And if the * Spirit Rappings” 
be his work, intended to lead men to trust to 
hislies, and to lead them astray, why should he 
allow himself to be outwitted, and the whole 
thing brought into contempt, by giving false 
answers to questions which he might just as 
well answer correctly ? and the falsity of] 
which are instantly apparent? 

Allow me to illustrate. The first time 1 
witnessed it, I did not lay my hands upon the 
table, and to almost every question I proposed, 
[ received incorrect answers. It told my age 
correctly, for the ** mediums” knew how old 
was. It spelled my wife's name correctly, 

for every one present knew her name to be 
“Jane.” Ttdecided that ‘ uncle” is a very 
good man, for my affectionate, amiable nieces, 
firmly believe this. It decided that I had mo- 
ney in my pocket, for they supposed this to be 
the case, ‘‘ But now tell me,” said I, * what 
kind of money is in my purse,” I told them 
there is but one kind, and the spirit declared 
it was silver. ‘‘ Try again,” said I, © you are 
wrong this time.” It next declared it was 
paper. Well, “the third time is the trying 
time,” and the third time it guessed right; it 
said it was gold. 
Now an *“ oracle,” a ‘“ spirit,” be he bad or 

be he good, ought not to have made such a 
blundering piece of work as this. I cannot 
doubt that the devil or any other spirit, could 
have easily found out that I had two sover- 
eigns in my purse. True, the purse was made 
of leather, and firmly clasped ; but if a spirit 
cannot khow what is under lock and key, of 
what use is it to consult him on any matter? 
Any fool could tell me what kind of coin was 
in my pocket, as readily and correctly as the 
“ Spirit Rappers” ‘did. And nearly every 
question I asked, which was not known to 
those whose hands were on the table, was an- 
swered incorrectly, 

And. afterwards, when I became more acs 
quainted with it, I could controul the answer 
myself, and make it rap at the wrong letter, 
or number; by simply thinking of that instead 
of the right one, This is mysterious, and in- 
explicable, I admit. How the table obeyed 
my volition cannot say, = Bat this is pot the, 

uestion now under consideration, It is the 
ue alone that we are dealing with, , And I 
contend, that if the table answered in obe- 
dience to my will, ‘ yes,” or no,” : d rap- 

ped” at the letter to which my mind was di- 
rected, then the communication was from me, 
and not from a departed spirit, And 

and dadce and caper, answer the most ridicu- 

bone 

consonants together in such confusion, that 
the mediums gave up in dispair. © They 
could not make the name out. 

I was informed: that among the questions 
often put by those‘who came to test the re- 
ality of the thing<-whatever it be—would be 
the following: How old .am 11” Answer 
generally correct. - * How many children 
have 11” Answer correct. “ How many 
boys or girls?" Correct ‘again. © By this 
time the man feels assured that it can tell him 
anything. Expecting daily an additiori to the 
little group; the anxious 'father eagerly .en- 
quires,—* Will it be'a boy or a girl 7” and 
he is sure to be told that it will be the one or 
the other. He goes home knowing all abous 
it. The event trafispires, and lo! the * ly- 
ing spirit!” It said it would be a boy, and 
it sa girl! I was assured that the answers 
to questions of that nature 
tions relating to future e in events, 
turn .out incorrect as oft | © . kf 
this be the case, and I caniot doubt it, then 
of what use can it be to enquire of the rap- 
pers respecting unknown events! and how 
can any man suppose the spirits of the depart~ 
ed to be as much hampered in their investiga- 
lions as we are ourselves. 
“If it will tell me how old my father was 

when he died,” said some one, “I will be- 
lieve in it.” The age was given. ** Well, 1 
believe it is right,” said he.: ** But stop, let 
me think.” After reckoning and penciling 
a while, he found out that a mistake of ten 
years had been made. He had made the mis- 
take himself, and it seems the * spirit” of 
his father could not tell his own age, until his 
living son hyd ciphered it out for him! Pre- 
posterous! Ye was from his own spirit alone 
that the response was given. Communica- 
tions from the other world, indeed! Alas! 
what miserable instructors departed spirits 
must be, if they cannot do their own cipher- 
ing! 

At the risk of being tedious, I must men. 
tion a fact or two more bearing upon this 
point. I have seen it stated that the spirits 
are all *‘ Universalists.” This is not true. I 
heard the question, “Is there a plage of tor- 
ment?’ answered in the affirmative, decidéd- 
ly. When people enquire whether théir 
friends are happy ot miserable, they are gen- 
erally told that they are happy. 'But this is 
easily accounted for, if their own minds con- 
trol the answer. Such is their own belief in 
the case. And if ‘they have fears upon the 
point, thé *‘ rapping” would be just as likely 
to’ ‘“‘rap” in ‘harmony with their thoughts 
and ‘wishes, as it was to rap for me at the let- 
ter O, of which I was thinking, when 1 knew 
very well, and the most stupid spirit, who 
could read my thoughts at all, must have 
known, that the real letter was a very differ- 
ent one. : 

‘ Which denomination is the nearest to the 
truth?” was a question which I heard pro- 
pounded. They had told me that every spirit 
had hitherto decided in favor of the Baptists, 
and maintained it through thick and thin, It 
was so now, Several other denominations were 
mentioned first, and iheir claims were all ne- 
gatived, but as soon as the Japiipis were men- 
tioned, thump went the table. And the spirit 
—he must have been a decided Baptist—would 
not admit thay there is a single error in our 
denomination, either in doctrine, or practice. 
But one of the party—she belongs to the Me- 
thodists—assured ns—and [ "did not doubt 
her in the Teast—that she had heard the same 
question put to the ‘“ spirits” by a group of Me- 
thodist ‘* mediums,” and that they “ rapped” 
jost as stoutly ‘in favoar of the Methodists, 
and abused the Baptists at a great rate. And 
to the Roman Catholics, ‘the testimony was 
equally in favor of theirvinfallible Church, and 
to the prejudice of all heretics. Now, grant 
me, either that our religions controversies are 
kept up with, 0d bitterness in the 
other world £ApOnses are made 

mind upon;the cor 

mediums assured me thas 1) n made it shill inbahit this world. 
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