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They sin who tell us love can die! 
With li e all other passions fly, 

All others are but vanity. 
In heaven ambition cannot dwell | 
Nor avarice in the depths of hell | 
Earthly these passions, as of earth, 
‘They perish where they have their birth ! 

But love is indestructible, 
Its holy flame forever burneth, 
From heaven it came, to heaven returneth. 
Too oft on earth a troubled guest, 
At times deceived, at times opprest ; 
{t here is tried and purified, 
And hath in heaven its perfect rest : 
It soweth here with toil and care, 
But the harvest time of love is there. 
O! when a mother meets on high, 
The babes she lost in infancy, 
Hath she not then for pains and fears, 
The day of woe, the anxious night, 
For all her sorrows, all her tears, 
An overpayment of delight ? 

RogerT SoutHEY. 
A ES ——re 

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VIsiTOR.] 

BRAHMANISM AND BUDDHISM. 
—— 

In considering the nations of the Ens, noth- 
ing impresses us more deeply than their vari- 
ous religions ; and, among these, the Indian 
creeds especially attract our attention. Brah- 
manism and Buddhism? What dark and 
gloomy thoughts arise in our minds, even at 

- She mentigning of the names! What myste- rious associations are connec h them ! 
To us there has always been something ap- 
palling conjoined with them. Believed in by 
millions, those doctrines contain a strange 
combination of grandeur and absurdity The 
thousand rites and ceremonies shadow forth 
vague ideas, and the whole religion is render- 
ed indistinct to our minds, by the vail of mys- 
tery and secrecy which the Hindoo imagina- 
tion has thrown around it. The awe which 
we involuntarily feel at the contemplation of 
such mysterious creeds, is heightened by the 
thought of their great antiquity. Thousands 
of years we know them to have existed : Ori- 
ental exaggeratien Ceclares their age to be far 
greater. Hoary and venerable are they, with 
millions upon millions of followers. Thou- 
sands of temples are dedicated to them, and 
countless numbers of priests pass their lives 
in adoring the greatness, and celebrating the 
idolatrous rites of Buddh and Brahma. An 
enquiry into the origin, nature, and resem-! 
lance of these two religions, Brahmanism and 
Buddhism, is interesting to every lover of 
trath. And although it would require a much 
larger space than we can occupy to give a 
full account of them, yet enough can be re- 
lated to give some idea of their character, 
«nd to enable the reader to judge whether it 
be possible for them to withstand very long 
the power of Christianity. 
The Brahmins take their name from the 

‘God Brahma, who is the first person in their 
“ Trinurtie,” or trinity. The fundamental! 
doctrines and truths of their religion may be| 
found in their sacred books, called the ‘* Ve. 
das,” which are to the Hindoo what the Bible 
is tous. The period when they were writ. | 
ten is not known for certain, being lost in the 
depths of antiquity. They are four in num- 
ber, and form the basis of the Brahman re- 
ligion. Each book is subdivided into three 
parts ; the first, containing prayers and hymns 
in honor of God—the second, the doctrines 
and precepts of religion, and the whole of 
their theological systém—and the third is an 
abstract of hay others. i books were 
<omposed by various authors, whom the 
Brahmans believe to be the holiest of the holy. 
“The various parts were composed at different |’ 
times, and there of course exists a great dis- 
similarity in style and thought. If you were 
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, and at one time averspread all Hindos- 
fore Buddhism arose, it-had become 

ooted ina ‘whale mation. But being 
lit had also lest that .eompiitive pu. 

hich it once ‘possessed. ‘Monotheism 
Poe have shown) degenérited into a 
ped™ and countless gdds were warship- 
-‘he Hindoos. New doctrines 
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who was, et nal 7 It may be that some 
sects of Budd: may entertain this belief, 
but accordit RAo vary reliable duthorities, the 
true bpiri{ of Huddhism. seems to be that there 
is one SupreteBeing; Eternal, and Almighey. 
This Being Mi created all things, and having 
formed thie sws.of nature, set {hotn s it were, 

Hie and having performed this, no 
gee | miamleres. | ‘He exists in a state of re epage. The God Bi se Brahmius, 

on the -cotileary, pervades all things; bei 
omnipresent; he busies himself with the faire 

{of many, ‘judges. them, rewarding the good ad cae and b cording to their actions. But 
since theGod of she Buddhists is careless of 
our os Wlavieat that he has in store 
for us neifhé rewards nor punishments. How 
then shélkthe virtuous and the vile meet with 
their respeétiveideserts ? How shall injustice 
meet with’: nation, and righteouness 
find a reward: Fhe Buddhist will answer 
you thus ** Virtue brings with it temporal 

qand the=constant practice of it will 
confer: happiness. In the same way, 
ill inv ly. bring misery upon thoge 
gageiin i: «Such doctrines, however, 

Kf incentives to virture. Every 
30k &round: him, and see the wick- 

ed triamphant add happy, while the innocent 
are trodden’ dows -and oppressed, and one 
might well’doulit:tle truth of this theory, and 
disbelievégthat temporal happiness will flow 

itidous actions. ‘Besides, what is mere 
i'happiness?”’ Can the presence of 

gings of the undying soul, or 
enimmortali Hence 

They endeavor to find satisfaction in metemp- 
sychosis and the absorption of the soul, in 
thinking upon the gradual increase of the 
souls happiness, until the glorious period when 
it becomes united with Divinity. This doe- 
rine, shadowy as it may be, unfounded as it 
ay be, is the subject of their profourdest 

meditation, the theme of their most enlighten. 
ed discourse, the object of their loftest aspi- 

ations. For this the Hindoo nvther will 
lay her child, and the son his aged parent; 
or this the devotee will readil- kill himself, 
r linger out long years of untsd agony. 

Since the Supreme Being 18 carelessof the 
condition of mi, it follows that prayers ad- 
dressed to him can be of no avail. To what, 
therefore, shall the soul address itself, or 
whence shall is hope for meroy 1 They pray 
and offer up -acrifices to those Buddhas, 
[those deified men, who by their righteous 
lives have won for themselves perfect bliss. 
Jove Trials the first object of their adora- 
fons the Buddha is second. To the Buddha 
do all theprayers ascend, and he receives the 
far greater share of homage and attention. It 
is probable that the lower classes have no 
idea of a being superior to Buddha, especially ; 
ince temples are every where devoted to him. 
ossibly these circumstances have misled 
ravellers, and caused the belief that their 
only God was Buddha. 

What, therefore, is the character of this re- 
igion, and what comfort is there for the Budd- 
ist? For the common man ‘the future is 

dark and dreary. He believes that no soon- 
er shall he be called away from the unhappy 
state of present life, then he must return to 
indergo a similar, perhaps worse fate. Even 
he devotee who has practised all the require 

nents of the sacred books, and is worshipped 
as a saint by others, has little to cheer him, 
e must spend an unknown period in trans 
igration, before he is fitted to Lo that » 

d for bliss. And at the best, t 3 inds 

at be victims of doubt and uncertainty, ° 

Buddhism is divided into a great’ bunber 
f sects, whose various shades of Spike) " 

nd articles of faith, it would be vain to 

ne of the points concerning which t 
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