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According to official statements—Catholic, 
of course,—there are now in the United 
States, in connexion with the Romish Church, 
six archbishops, twenty-six bishops, 1,471 
priests, and 1,545 Churches, distributed a- 
mong thirty-four dioceses, and two apostolic 
vicariates. The total number of Catholics is 
about 2,196,000. This, of course, includes 
all the members of Catholic families, old and 
voung. I think the gross number is very con- 
siderably—from 500,000 to 1,000,000—over- 
estimated, and to this opinion I am led by all 
former estimates that I have met with. I give 
the figures, however, just as I find them in 
the public prints, which have derived them 
from the source referred to. The rapid aug- 
mentation of the numbers of this sect, within 
the last five years, you are well aware, has 
been wholly occasioned by foreign emigration. 
They have now become a powerful body a- 
mong us, and all the wisdom and cunning of 
the priesthood is everywhere directed to one 
end—the perpetuation and increase of the 
power thus thrown into their hands. Asa 
means of accomplishing this purpose, one of 
the first things done was the complete politi- 
cal organization of the Catholic voters in the 
United States ; their organization, not in con- 
nexion with any one political purty, but as one 
body to move in unbroken colamas, in any 
direction which the ruling spirit might indi- 
cate, #nd the exigencies of the moment might, 
in their Ne rind require. Such an organi- 
zation, it will readily be seen, not only throws 
an immense political power into the hands of 
the priesthood, in controlling our national po- 
litics, but tends, more than almost any other 
5 to preserve the body intact from the 
encroachments of Protestantism, as each in- 
dividual now is held to “ the Mother Church,” 
not only by all his early religious associations, 
but by the influence of an overpowering poli- 
tical combination, and by a visible encircle- 
ment of an almest omnipotent public senti- 
ment. The special design of such organisa- 
tion is, no doubt, to prevent apostacy from 
said Church, an apostacy which has been go- 
ing on for many years, with astonishing rapi- 
dity, through the silent, but irresistible action 
of the social principle. The children of Ca- 

all its leading peculiarities; hence, in no na- 
tion on earth do the organs of that Church 
more openly and boldly affirm such peculiari- 
ties, and more fully glory in them, than in 
this country at the present time. In all their 
organs alike, the right of private judgment is 
denied, the absolute authority of the Church 
in all matters of faith, the criminality of dis- 
sent, and the right of Government to punish 
it as such, where the power exists, are affirm- 
ed without disguise. ‘I'he extremest measures 
of European despots, in their attempts te sup- 
press free thought and speech, are also boldly 
advocated and defended. Napoleon the 
Third, says one of these organs, has now, by 
the interposition of Providence, * got his feet 
upon the necks of the enemies of God ;” and 
then a fervent wish is expressed that the same 
Providence may enable him to keep them 
there. The object of such influences is not 
doubtful. It is to consolidate the Catholic 
population into such a serried phalanx that 
Protestantism cannot pierce it, or break its 
unity. 

The greatest barrier to the existence, and, 
more thau all, to the progress of Catholicism, 
in this country, is, our system of schools. In 
them the children of the rich and poor meet 
together on terms of perfect equity, and, are 
taught the sciences without any reference 
whatever to any peculiarities of religious faith. 
Their education is perfectly free, the teach- 
ers being supported wholly at the public ex~ 
pense, and the buildings in which the schools 
are held being erected and furnished in a si- 
milar manner. In our large cities, such as 
New York and Philadelphia the pupil is 
thus carried through all departments of sci- 

the city of Baltimore, a meeting consisting of 
more than ten thrusand persons, ‘‘ to denounce 
the bill and its policy.” On the day follow- 
ing, * an indignation meeting,” for the same 
purpose, was held, ‘“ which was larger yet.” 
“The feeling,” says one of the papers of the 
city, “is very general and strong, and will 
sweep over the State, like fire oyer the praties, 
if the bill be not defeated.” The spirit of 
Protestantism was never before so thoroughly 
aroused in this country, and was never called 
forth on so favourable an issue. Of the result 
there can be no doubt. Catholicism cannot 
break down the free schools, and cannot live 
unless they are destroyed. 

At the last Charter election, in the eity of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, the Catholics offered to 
throw their entire vote for the Democratic 
party, provided the candidate for the Mayor- 
ship should be of their (the Catholic) faith. 
The offer was accepted, and although the free 
schools were triumphantly sustained against 
the power of Rome, the candidate referred to 
was elected. Not long after his election, the 
Very Reverend John B. Purcell, Archbishop 
of Cincinnati, desiring to make, before the 
people of that city, a public display of the 
power of the Romish Church in the same, the 
laying of the corner-stone of a new Church 
was selected on the eccasion, the Sabbath, 
24th ult., for the time, and a public Catholic 
procession through the principal streets of the 
city as the means of attaining this high end. 
In the morning of the day appointed, however, 
a small meeting was collected in the city 
market—a place where such meetings are of- 
ten held—to hear a discourse on ‘‘ The Errors 
of Romanism.” Mayor Snellbaker consider- 

ence to the attainment of a complete liberal|ed this as an insult offered to * the Mother 
education. In thé city last named, the scho- 
lar, if he chooses to study sufficiently, gradu- 
ates with the college and university degrees. 
The influence of the system in favour of Pro- 
testantism, and against Catholicism, is wholly 
and exclusively incidental, arising entirely 
from the fact, that Protestantism is the spirit 
of knowledge and of liberality, and Catholic- 
ism of ignorance and despotism, and that, in 
these schools, the Catholic child, by social 
contact and the influence of science, insensi- 
bly imbibes the spirit of knowledge and free- 
dom, and, of course as he grows up to man- 
hood, casts off the incubus of Catholicism. 
T'he perpetuztion of Catholic families as such, 
through successive generations, while their 
chjldren and youth are subject to such influ 
ences, may safely be pronounced an absolute 
Sposibiliy hence, the Catholic priesthood 
and press have now openly combined their tholic parents, by simple association with 

those of Protestants, insensibly imbibe the 
spirit of freedom, and then throw off the 
** yoke of bondage” by which their ancestors 
have been held down in intellectual, moral, 
religious, and political degradation. But for 
this one cause, there would now he in this 
country from five to ten millions of Catholics, 

Church,” and appeared on the ground to stop 
the speaker, and disperse the crowd, under 
pretence of preventing a riot. - The speaker 
was accordingly pulled from his stand by force, 
and imprisoned, and then the streets were oc- 
cupied by the procession of the Archbishop, 
guarded by the Mayor and his police. The 
result was what neither anticipated—a public 
excitement, such as has seldom been witness- 
ed—an excitement of the most intense, and 
yet healthy and orderly character. Immense 
public meetings were called, attended and 
headed by the most influential citizens. At 
one of these meetings, a committee of one 
hondred influential citizens were appointed 
to wait upon the Mayor, and request him to 
resign his office, A petition was also circu- 
lated, requesting the Sheriff of the county to 
exert the power lodged in his hands to prevent 
the Mayor interfering with any orderly meet- 

influence for the destruction of the system of{ing Which the citizens might choose to hold. 
free schools in these United States. The 
system is everywhere denounced as unchristi- 
an, infidel, and atheistical. Charter elections, 
in our lower cities, are made to turn almost, 
and, in some instances, quite, entirely upon 
this one question. The determination to car- 

On the following Sabbath, Mr. Kirkland, the 
imprisoned speaker, found himself in the mar- 
ket place again, and there in the presence of 
more than 50,000 people, to hear him speak 
on ‘ The Errors of Romanism.” The May- 
or, in the meantime, issued the following bul- 

instead of the present number. ‘Take a sin-|ry this one point is everywhere declared to be|letin in one of the public papers: — 
gle family in illustration. *T feel sad,” said inflexible, and never to be abandoned till it is “ Messrs. Edjtors,—In reference to the man 
an aged Irish patriarch, the father of from|accomplished. But here Catholicism has met| Kirkland, it is my purpose not to interfere 
five to ten children, the precise number 1 for-|an immovable rock, and will, inevitably, fall|with him further, except to protect Him as I 
get; “my wifé feels sad with me, we have|to pieces upon. “It is very clear,” says one|would any other citizen, unless directed by 
ever been faithful members of * the Mother|of our political papers, * that no power in the|the Council to pursue some other course. 

olor Prides wer Ne children in the pists 1 save a special act of the Almighty, “Davip T, SNELLBAKER.” 
atholic faith; yet they have every one ofjcan the unity of the American com- opposition to th 5 

them married Protestants themselves. Not| mon schools; and this is but an echo of a unit-| 5; he J prague ny bondi 2 
one of them remains with us in connexion |ed and immovable public sentiment through-|pas been attended with such perfect order 
with ¢ the Mother Church.”” ‘This may be|out the entire Free States, and in all others and at the same time, inflexible datorminst ioe 
said to be a ral role with Catholic fami-| where the system has been adopted. Every- the part of the citizens r - 

ligs of all n whan they have once acquir-| where “ the priesthood” have found themselves will rotiably, be iutecpsiod in i Folios 
ed our language, = their children follow un-lin a very lean and depressing minority, and| account, from the Cincinnati Gazette, of the 
der the silent but all-powerful inflysnce of the|the power against them is perpetually increas-| proceedings on the first Sabbath named. The 
social ‘principle. To counteract this ioflu-ling. A bill has just been introduced in the|apicle appeared on the following morning, 
ence is, no doubt, one of the id aims of| Legislature of the State of Maryland, by some| A pril 25 :— 
the organisation above referred to. ~~ ~~ |Catholic members, for the distribution of the ’ 
Another means of attaining this end is the|school fund on sectarian principles, and it has|* TWO SCENES OF YESTERDAY CONTRASTED. 

ost thorough imbuing of the entire organisa-|* couvulsed the State.” Ne says one| * Yesterday, about nine, a. m., we observed 
ort, * have we had such excitément.” ¢ Alan individual, mounted upon a barrel, in the 

ing to a crowd of fifty or a hundred persons, 
who were standing around him and upon the 
side-walk in the vicinity. The audience 
seemed both orderly and respectable. There 
was no apparent heat in the manner of the 
speaker, nor any excitement visible among 
the audience. The name of the orator, we 
are informed, is Kirkland, and the subject, 
the errors of the Roman Church. A few mi- 
nutes after this, the Mayor of the city made 
his appearance upon the ground, attended by 
the regular, and a large body of special police, 
some seventy-five in number, and, under the 
pretence that a riot was to be apprehended, 
ordered the speaker to be silent. Mr. Kirke 
land, believing himself to be entitled to ex- 
press his sentiments in a peaceful manner, re- 
fused. The Mayor persisted, and an argu- 
ment ensued, the result of which was, the 
speaker was seized by his honour and com. 
pelled to desist. 

‘“ What right, under the law, the Mayor of 
this city has to interfere, in a case of this 
kind, where the people have peaceably assem- 
bled to hear a public discourse, we do not 
understand. So far from there being any 
danger of a riot, the audience was of the most 
peaceable deseription. The public harmony 
was not disturbed. Nobody was inconveni- 
enced. The speaker, as we have the best 
authority for believing, is a respectable, edu- 
cated, and pious man, and an American citi- 
zen, and neither noise nor offence did, or was 
likely to grow out of his appearance. We 
cannot but#gok upon this act of Mr. Mayor 
Snellbaker as a tyrannical assumption of pow- 
er which the law does net confer, and which 
he can only pretend to justify under assump- 
tions that have no foundation in truth. 

‘*“ We wish to contrast the foregoing scene 
with one that occurred in the afternoon. The 
Very Reverend John B. Purcell, Archbishop 
of Cincinnati, having determined to devote 
yesterday to the business of laying the corner 
stone of a Catholic Church, collected from 
the city and the towns of the vicinity the male 
members of his communion to the amount of 
from five to ten thousand. These, decked 
with badges, with gaudy flags waving in the 
wind, amid the discordant ringing of bells of 
the churches and stepping to the music of 
braying brass, clashing copper, and thunder- 
ing sheep skin, from nearly all the bands in 
the city, marched through half the ra- 
tion, filling the streets and blocking up the 
avenues, with the manifest intention of osten- 
tatiously displaying to the people of Cincinnati 
the immense force which this ghostly poten- 
tate is able to control. For hours, Fifth- 
street, from Mound to Western-row, was 
blocked up by a solid mass of humanity, ren- 
dering passage by others impossible. Never 
was the stillness of the Sabbath here more 
boisterously invaded, and never have the peo- 
ple wittnessed what, to many of them, was a 
more high-handed desecration of the day. 

““ And what did our worthy Mayor do in 
this case? Did he, in the tenderness of his 
conscience, take his stand upon a barrel head, 
read the law in the ears of the hierarch, and 
in holy fear of a riot, ‘ and that, toe, on the 
Sabbath-day’—as he says in his missive to Mr. 
Kirkland—command the assembly to disperse, 
or the officiating potentate to desist? He did 
no such thing. His fears had taken a differ- 
ent direction. He sent his huge police to at- 
tend the ceremony, itis true, but for what 
purpose? He was afraid that the archbishop, 
with his thousands of sturdy followers, would 
be attacked by the people of the city, and the 
constabulary was commissioned to watch ten- 
derly the welfare of this great army of Roman 
legionaries. Conscientious and consistent 
Mayor Snellbaker 1 
“ The head of the Church chooses the Sab- 

bath for a parade. He takes particular care 
that his army shall be composed of men who tion with the esprit de corps for the maintens|repor 

PUR? fropiation of the Catholic faith, in|monster meeting” was immediately held in] midst of the Fifth-street market place, speak- [can defend themselves. He surrounds his 
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